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Publishers Note 

We praise Allah that He enabled us to publish many books on 
religious topics in the Arabic, Urdu and English languages which 
acclaimed great popularity in Arab countries as well as in America, 
France and other European countries besides Pakistan, India and 
many African countries. 

We try to present publications based on authentic research material 
in accordance with the Qur'an and Sunnah, and free from every 
type of vague conception, weak authority and false ideas. 

Now, we have published Riyad-us-Saliheen with the same spirit and 
tradition of good research work, professional editing and excellent 
printing standard. 

The book was compiled by Imam An-Nawawi who was the great 
scholar of Hadith and Fiqh of his time. Commentaries on the 
Ahadith have been added by Hafiz Salahuddin Yusuf of Pakistan 
who had originally executed them for the Urdu edition of this book. 
The English translation of the book and the commentaries was 
revised and edited by Mahmoud Rida Murad who performed his 
task with utmost care and profound interest. 

We, hopefully, can proclaim that it is the best representation of 
Riyad-us-Saliheen ever produced in any language any where. May 
Allah accept our sincere efforts regarding the propagation of His 
religion throughout the world, and bestow on us His blessings to 
fulfil our resolutions in this regard - Amin! 

Abdul Malik Mujahid 
General Manager Darussalam 
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A Short Biographical Sketch of 

Imam Nawawi 

Birth and Birth place: 

The complete name of Imam Nawawi is Abu Zakaria Mohiuddin 
Yahya, son of Sharaf An-Nawawi, son of Murry, son of Hassan, son of 
Hussain, son of Muhammad, son of Juma, son of Hazam. Nawawi 
refers to Nawa, a place near Damascus, in the suburb of the city of 
Howran. One of his ancestors named Hazam had settled at this place. 
Imam Nawawi was born at Nawa in the year 631 A.H. His father, a 
virtuous and pious man, resolved to arrange for proper and befitting 
education as he had discovered the symptoms of heavenly intelligence 
and wisdom in his promising child at an early stage. 

Shaikh Yasin bin Yousuf Marakashi, a saintly figure of Nawa say : "I 
saw Imam Nawawi at Nawa when he was a youth of ten years of age. 
Other boys of his age used to force him to play with them, but Imam 
Nawawi would always avoid the play and would remain busy with the 
recitation of the Noble Qur'an. When they tried to domineer and 
insisted on his joining their games, he bewailed and expressed his 
concern over their foolish action. On observing his sagacity and 
profundity, a special love and affection developed in my heart for 
young Nawawi. I approached his teacher and urged him to take 
exceptional care of this lad as he was to become a great religious 
scholar and most pious saint of future. His teacher asked whether I was 
a soothsayer or an astrologer. I told him I was neither a soothsayer nor 
an astrologer but Allah caused me to utter these words." His teacher 
conveyed this incident to Imam's father and he keeping in view the 
learning quest of his son, decided to dedicate the life of his son for the 
service and promotion of the cause of Islamic Faith. In a short period, 
Nawawi learnt to read the Noble Qur'an and by that time he nearly 
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had attained puberty. Nawa had no academic or scholarly atmosphere 
and there were no religious academies or institutes where one could 
earn excellence in religious learning, so his father took him to 
Damascus, which was considered the centre of learning and scholar­
ship, and the students from far and wide gathered there for schooling. 
During that period, there were more than three hundred institutes, 
colleges and universities in Damascus. Imam Nawawi joined Madrasah 
Rawahiyah which was affiliated with the Ummvi University. The 
founder and patron of this Madrasah was a trader named Zakiuddin 
Abul-Qassim who was known as Ibn Rawahah. Madrasah was named 
after him. Noted and eminent teachers of the period taught in that 
Madrasah. Imam Nawawi says, "I studied in this institution for two 
years. During my stay in Madrasah Rawahiyah, I never had complete 
rest and lived on the limited food supplied by the institution." As a 
routine he used to sleep very little at night. When the sleep overtook 
him, he would lean and slumber for a while against the support of 
books. After a short duration he would again be hard at his scholastic 
pursuits. 

His Teachers and Guides: 

During his stay at Damascus, he studied from more than twenty 
celebrated teachers. These teachers were regarded as masters and 
authority of their subject field and disciplines they taught. Imam 
studied Hadith, Islamic Jurisprudence, its principles, syntax and 
etymology from great scholars of his time. Abu Ibrahim Ishaq bin 
Ahmad Al-Maghribi, Abu Muhammad Abdur-Rahman bin 
Ibrahim Al-Fazari, Radiyuddin Abu Ishaq Ibrahim bin Abu Hafs 
Umar bin Mudar Al-Mudari, Abu Ishaq Ibrahim bin Isa Al-Muradi, 
Abul-Baqa Khalid bin Yusuf An-Nablusi, Abul-Abbas Ahmad bin 
Salim AJ-Misri, Abu Abdullah Al-Jiyani, Abul-Fath Umar bin 
Bandar, Abu Muhammad At-Tanukhi, Sharafuddin Abdul-Aziz bin 
Muhammad Al-Ansari, Abul-Faraj Abdur-Rahman bin Muham­
mad bin Ahmad AJ-Maqdisi, Abul-Fada'il Sallar bin Al-Hasan Al-
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Arbali etc. 

There were hundreds of Imam's students, among them some 
notables are : Alauddin bin Attar, Ibn Abbas Ahmad bin Ibrahim, 
Abul-Abbas Al-Ja'fari, Abul-Abbas Ahmad bin Farah, Rashid 
Ismail bin Mu'allim Al-Hanafi, Abu Abdullah Al-Hanbali, Abul­
Abbas Al-Wasti, Jamaluddin Sulaiman bin Omar Az-Zar'i, Abul­
Faraj Abdur-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Abdul-Hamid Al­
Maqdisi, Badr Muhammad bin Ibrahim, Shamsuddin Muhammad 
bin Abu Bakr, Ash-Shihab Muhammad bin Abdul-Khaliq, 
Hibatullah Al-Barizi, Abul-Hajjaj Yusuf bin Az-Zaki etc. 

His Desire and Crave for Learning : 

Imam Nawawi had endless thirst for knowledge, and it can be 
guessed from his daily practice of studies. He used to read daily 
twelve lessons and write explanation and commentary of every 
lesson and also made important additions. Whatever the book he 
read, he put down the marginal notes and explanations on that 
book. His intelligence, hard work, love, devotion and absorption in 
his studies amazed his teachers and they became fond of him and 
began to praise and admire him. According to Imam Dhahabi (i L. l 
c,f""'~), Imam Nawawi's concentration and absorption in academic 
love gained proverbial fame. He had devoted all his time for 
learning and scholarship. Other than reading and writing, he spent 
his time contemplating on the interacted and complex issues and in 
finding their solutions. Allah had also conferred upon him the gift 
of fast memory and depth of thought, and he who makes the right 
use of this boon, there remains no doubt in his sagacity and 
discernment. Imam Nawawi made full benefit of his God-given 
qualities and potentialities and earned the highest degree of 
honour. 

Imam's Simplicity and Niceness of Manners: 

The learned persons, elite of the society and the public greatly 
respected the Imam on account of his piety, learning and excellent 
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character. He used simple dress and ate simple food. Devout 
scholars do not care about worldly chattels, they give preference to 
religious and academic pursuits, propagation of Faith, etc. They 
experience more heavenly delight and joy in such activities than 
those who seek satisfaction in luxurious foods, precious clothes and 
other worldly things. Imam Nawawi had a prominent place among 
the erudite notables of his age. He was God-fearing person having 
illustrious and glorious aims regarding propagation of Faith. 
Celebrated Sheikh Mohiuddin expresses his impression about 
Imam Nawawi as thus: 

"Imam Nawawi had three distinctive commendable qualities in his 
person. If anybody have only one out of these three, people return 
to him in abundance for guidance. First, having knowledge and its 
dissemination. Second, to evade completely from the worldly 
inclinations, and the third, inviting to all that is good (Islam) 
enjoining Al-Ma 'ruf (i.e., Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam 
orders one to do] and forbidding Al-Munkar [polytheism and 
disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden]. Imam Nawawi had all 
three in him." 

His Works and his Death: 

The learned Imam had a very short life but even during this short 
period, he had written a large number of books on different 
subjects. Every work of the Imam is a masterwork and a treasure of 
knowledge. Hundreds and thousands of people benefit from these 
works. 

Some of the Prestigious Works of Imam Nawawi are: 

Commentary on Sahih Al-Bukhari, Al-Minhaj fi Sharh Sahih 
Muslim, Riyad-us-Saliheen, Kitab-ur-Raudah, Commentary on 
Mohadhdhab, Tahdhib-ul-Asma was-Sifat, Kitab-ul-Adhkar, 
Arba'een, At-Taqreeb fi Ilmil-Hadith wal-Irshad fihi, Kitab-ul­
Mubhamat, At-Tibyan, Al-Idah fi Manasikil-Hajj, Sharh Sahih Al­
Bukhari (Naqis), Sharh Sunan Abi Dawud (Naqis), Tabaqat Ash-
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Shafi'iyah, Muhimmatul-Ahkam, Manaqib-ush-Shafi'i, Bustan-ul­
Arifeen, Al-Khulasatu fil-Hadith, Mukhtasar At-Tirmidhi, Al­
Masa'il Al-Manthurah, Al-'Umdah fi Tashihit-Tanbih and others. 

After spending 28 years of age, Imam Nawawi returned to his 
hometown. Soon after his arrival at Nawa, he fell ill and died. Imam 
Nawawi is still living in the hearts of Muslims. His works are of 
everlasting value. May Allah bless him. 
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1- SINCERI1Y 

I begin with the Name of Allah, the 
Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

CHAPTER 1 

SINCERITY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF 

INTENTIONS FOR ALL ACTIONS, 

APPARENT AND HIDDEN 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And they were commanded not, but 
that they should worship Allah, and 
worship none but Him Alone (ab­
staining from ascribing partners to 
Him), and perform As-Salat (lqamat­

as-Salat) and give Zakat, and that is 
the right religion." (98:5) 

"It is neither their meat nor their 
blood that reaches Allah, but it is piety 
from you that reaches Him." (22:37) 

"Say (0 Muhammad ~ ): Whether 
you hide what is in your breasts or 
reveal it, Allah knows it." (3:29) 

1. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab ~ .&1 ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The deeds are considered by the 

intentions, and a person will get the 
reward according to his intention. So 

whoever emigrated for Allah and His 
Messenger, his emigration will be for 
Allah and His Messenger; and who­

ever emigrated for worldly benefits or 

for a woman to marry, his emigration 
would be for what he emigrated for." 

.j ~I.;~µ .r>'iJ.°'tl '-:"'4 - I 

Jl~\rlJ Jlj\rlJ JL.P\rl ~ 

L.i;JI o· WI . J .).) . 

J O ..- ,, O 

~ : Jli , ~ .&1 i..ri'~ . ~-?:WI 
J ~ .:, ,. J ,.. 

J~~1 ~tii :J~ ~ ~1 J_?-> 

(>;, \; ;lS;1 Jq !JG • s,?ll: 
, , 
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[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] ,... , , ,... 

:..,-"J -~-L~JJ ~I .Ji ,._;~ 

_;'.~ •· . '-· :'I\ '· \ '\ ' ·1 c.l:..:.,\ .) • ..r. <I ~~ cl ~ .T.;. cl ,._,... ;. 
~· ~1·: .••.:'_\\ 't·, t WI l;!.:'._i\ c.r. ,-· ~ Y. J L? ) . ~ 

,J. ,... > .... ,o , . . 
, 'L.::..'.;..l \ , _;...;..JI . l.'..: . • \;.;J\ L?!Y. - L? .- .,~ <I .c_ . 

:.,_' j_\_l\ I • - - ._ • \;4'.c .Ji\ • .• u- ~ cl, c.r;'J 

-~;: a~l1 ~1 ~t ~ 

Commentary: According to some Ahadith, the reason for this Hadith is that a 

person sent a proposal of marriage to a woman named Umm Qais, which she turned 

down saying that he should have to emigrate to Al-Madinah for it. Accordingly, he did 

it for this specific purpose, and the two were married there. On account of this event, 

the man came to be known among the Companions as Muhiijir Umm Qais. 

On the basis of this Hadith , 'Ulama' are of the unanimous opinion that the real basis 

of one's actions is Niyyah (intention) and everyone will be requited according to his 

Niyyah. It is true that Niyyah is founded in one's heart, that is to say, one has first to 

make up one's mind for what he intends to do and he should not express it verbally. In 

fact, the latter is a Bid'ah (innovation in religion) because no proof of it is found in 

Shari'ah. 

The point which becomes evident from this Hadith is that lkhlas (sincerity) is a must 

for every action. In other words, in every righteous deed, one should seek only the 

Pleasure of Allah; otherwise, it will not be accepted by Allah. 

2. 'A.ishah ~ .ii i ~ .; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "An 

army will raid the Ka'bah and when it 

reaches a desert land, all of them will 
be swallowed up by the earth." She 

G~ .iii ~ '1 : · : '1 1 "1 '. .. -Y . . . . i ~r- i er-J 

,w\ JY:J J1.; : .:3L; ~ t1 ~ ) 
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asked; "O Messenger of Allah! Why all 
of them?" He answered, "All of them 
will be swallowed by the earth but they 
will be raised for Judgement according 
to their intentions." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: Everyone will be rewarded or punished according to his aim and 

intention. This Hadith also proves that the company of depraved persons is extremely 

dangerous. Whose army would it be, which has been referred to in the Hadith, and 

when will it invade Ka'bah, is a matter known to Allah Alone. Such prophecies are a 

part of the Unseen world. Since they come in the category of the miracles of the 

Prophet ~, it is necessary to believe in their veracity and occurrence. Believing in such 

prophesies is also essential because they were revealed by Allah). 

3. 'Aishah ~ .iii ~.> narrated that : -.:..Jl; ~ i1 ~J ~Li :;.:, - r' 
the Prophet ~ said, "There is no 
emigration after the conquest ( of 
Makkah) but only Jihad [(striving and 

fighting in the cause of Allah) will 
continue] and intention.* So if you are 
summoned to fight, go forth." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

.:i_;_; ~~ '111 :~ ~\ Jti 
I~µ ,t__:; ~~ ~_:; -~1 
:;G;J -~ ~ (I\J~\_; ~>'.~' .. \ 
) ; -.:.,)~ ~~ ~ ~ i~ '1 

* Intention according to An-Nawawi: It means that goodness which ceased to 

continue by the cessation of emigration can still be obtained by Jihad and by intending 

accomplishing good deeds. 

Commentary: When a country or a region is regarded as Dar-ul-Jslam (land of 

Islam), it is not necessary to migrate from it to some other place. It is, however, 

obligatory to emigrate from such regions which are Dar-ul-Kufr (land of infidels) and 

where it is difficult to adhere to Islamic injunctions. It is also evident from this Hadfth 

that when it is not necessary to migrate from one Islamic country to another then it is 

also not permitted by the Shari'ah to leave an Islamic country to settle permanently in 

Dar-ul-Kufr only for the reason that the latter has plenty of wealth and social welfare. 
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Unfortunately, Muslims today are afflicted with this disease. The transfer of their 

capital and talent to Dar-ul-Kufr is indeed very disturbing because on one side these 

two factors are lending support to the economy of Bilad-ul-Kufr (countries of infidels) 

and on the other, obscenity and indecency that are common in such countries, are 

becoming increasingly common among the Muslims too. 

Another highly important reason for the prohibition of migration of Muslims to Dar­

ul-Kufr is that it goes against the spirit as well as their readiness for Jihad ft sabilillah 

(striving and fighting in the way of Allah). This spirit and readiness must be kept 

always alive so that the Muslims may respond at once to the call of Jihad whenever the 

need for it arises anywhere. 

4. Jabir bin 'Abdullah Al-Ansari~.> 
~ 41 reported: We accompanied the 
Prophet ~ in an expedition when he 
said, "There are some men in Al­
Madinah who are with you wherever 
you march and whichever valley you 
cross. They have not joined you in 
person because of their illness." In 
another version he said: "They share 
the reward with you." [Muslim] 

It is narrated by Bukhari from Anas 
bin Malik,:.... .& 1 ~ .>: We were coming 
back from the battle of Tabuk with the 
Prophet ~ when he remarked, "There 
are people whom we left behind in Al­
Madinah who accompanied us in spirit 
in every pass and valley we crossed. 
They remained behind for a valid 
excuse." 

~I 
, , 

C: 
ca;. 

!l ,: 
.r.' t,) 

~1_:;Ji ~ 

0tn 

0 G;. ' J\; ~ . .) 

: Jui ~ -" 

Commentary: What we learn from this Hadfth is that if the intention and spirit of 

Jihad are present in the heart of a Muslim but physically he is unable to take part in it for 

valid reasons, he will get the reward of Jihad without even his actual participation in it. 

5. Ma'n bin Yazid bin Akhnas .t i' ~ .> 
~: (he, his father and his grandfather, 
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all were Companions) reported: My 
father set aside some dinars for charity 
and gave them to a man in the mosque. 
I went to that man and took back those 
dinars. He said: "I had not intended you 
to be given." So we went to Messenger 

of Allah ~ ' and put forth the matter 
before him. He said to my father, 
"Yazid, you have been rewarded for 
what you intended." And he said to me, 
"Ma'n, you are entitled to what you 
have taken." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

~; ~t ~\5 :Jli ,0;~ ;~.J 
,., ,,, , .;;: ,.,. 0 ' 1: ::. -· 1: -~ '• l_;' ''·\ 

~~ ~ ,__, . r.:- ~ Cr 

~ ~\ . l~ ' ~ . ,. ~ <.r-.J , 
,,,,. ,,, .. ,Jfl 

t; ! ;ii I_, : J Li; d~ ~t ~l;. t 
J~_) Jt ~~ ,-.:.,;) i.l~t 
~ ~; t; ~)) : Jli; ~ ;iii 

olJ_; tt~ ~ ..:..,l;_f \; ~J !~_;. 

- ~_;WI 

1. This Hadfth leads us to the conclusion that if Sadaqah ( charity), goes to a needy son 

of a Muslim, there is no need to take it back from him for the reason that the father 

had intended to give it to a deserving person. The former gets the reward for it on 

account of his Niyyah (intention). This however, will be reckoned as Nafli Sadaqah 

(voluntary charity) because the obligatory Zakiit (Sadaqah) cannot be given to the 

donor's own dependents. 

2. It is permissible in Shari'ah to make someone a Wakfl (attorney or agent) for 

Sadaqah. 

3. It does not amount to disobedience on the part of a son to take his father to a 

competent authority or scholar to know the legal position on any issue, in the same 

way, as mutual discussion and debate on matters of Shari'ah does not amount to 

insolence. (Fath Al-Bari, chapter on Zakiit). 

6. Abu Ishaq Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas 
.:.s- .iii ~ J (one of the ten who had 
been given the glad tidings of entry 
into Jannah) narrated: Messenger of 
Allah ~ visited me in my illness which 
became severe in the year of Hajjat-ul­
Wada' (Farewell Pilgrimage). I said, 
"O Messenger of Allah, you can see 
the pain which I am suffering and I am 
a man of means and there is none to 

ti • ,, '., , ,\ ti i 
c/;_ <J. ~ '-' 1.>,..., o c/;_ if J -

· ·G ., ·1 •'\ • ~~ ~ -0-.; · +s-0~0 -- ,rJ 
~;J .;. 0 .;. ~~ .;. ~~ .;. ~;j 

~1 .~ t1 ~) ~;> ~)11 

ti ~ ) '~~ ~ ~~\ ~~\ 
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inherit from me except one daughter. 

Should I give two-thirds of my property 

in charity?" He ~ said, "No." I asked 

him, 'Then half?" He said, "No." Then 

I asked, "Can I give away one-third." 

He said, "Give away one-third, and 

that is still too much. It is better to 

leave your heirs well-off than to leave 

them poor, begging people. You will 

not expend a thing in charity for the 

sake of Allah, but you will be rewarded 

for it; even the morsel of food which 

you feed your wife " . I said , "O 

Messenger of Allah, would I survive 

my companions?" He said, " If you 

survive others and accomplish a thing 

for the sake of Allah, you would gain 

higher ranking and standing. You will 

survive them . . . your survival will be 

beneficial to people (the Muslim) and 

harmful to others (the enemies of 

Islam). You will survive others till the 

people will derive benefit from you, 

and others would be harmed by you." 

Messenger of Allah ~ further said, "O 
Allah, complete for my Companions 

their emigration and do not cause 

them to retract." Sa'd bin Khaulah 

was unfortunate. Messenger of Allah 

~ lamented his death as he died m 

Makkah. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

,... J, >!, ,,, > oj, 

~ .&I J_;..~ ½ -.:.J.:.l\,; : ...:..Jj ' (l 'j ll 

.,,. ,,~ ,>t ,,....,,, ., < ' \ - ., ' •< -.:.J.:.l I -.:.J.:.l I ll : J I.,; .r.;- J ~ J 

.,, ~ .:d f ~ -- <t ~f d1 -.r.?- - J J J ,. 

'0-'\]\ ~~ ;j~ ~)i ~f ~ 

cl ' ,_,, ., \ ~, cl , <'. - . , 
. .r°-:.J i~ . (:f--!. ~ 

~~~ ~ f ~~Ii . ~J:,;_T 

~ ~~~ 'J3 -~~ 
J. ~ ~l)I ~ -~Li;_f 
0 ;: , . -- ,.,,,, ,,. 

0 I m ...iii J _,..,,J ~ ._;;,_ ((.J_j.>-

. ~~ -~0~ 

Commentary: In spite of all their love for it, the Companions of the Prophet ~ did 

not like to die in a city from which they emigrated for the sake of Allah. For this 
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reason Sa'd ..:..- '"' I ~ J was afraid of dying in Makkah. The Prophet ~ prayed for the 

accomplishment of Sa'd's emigration and expressed regret over the misfortune of Sa'd 

bin Khaulah. The latter died in Makkah. 

Conclusion: 

1. The Hadith lays down that in the course of a disease which seems to prove fatal, one 

cannot give more than one-third of the property in charity. 

2. It is also emphasized that one gets reward even for what he spends on his wife and 

children. 

3. One can report to others his ailment or to seek treatment and ask them to 

supplicate from him. 

4. In the matter of Sadaqah (charity), which one gives to seek the Pleasure of Allah, 

his closest relatives should always have priority and preference over others. 

7. Abu Hurairah =- .ii i ~J narrated: 

Messenger of Allah * said, "Allah 
does not look at your figures, nor at 
your attire but He looks at your hearts 
and accomplishments." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth highlights the importance of sincerity and good 

intention. It is, therefore, essential that every noble action should be based on these 

two virtues; and heart should be free from all such things that destroy noble deeds. 

Hypocrisy, ostentation, greed for wealth, riches and other wordly things fall in the 

category of such evils. Since the true condition of heart is known to Allah alone, the 

true position of one's actions will be known on the Day of Resurrection when one will 

be requited for them by Allah. In this world, one will be treated according to his 

apparent condition while his insight will be left to Allah. 

8. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari =- .ii i ~ J 

reported that Messenger of Allah * 
was asked about who fights in the 
battlefield out of valour, or out of zeal, 
or out of hypocrisy, which of this is 

~ :). .iii ~ ._;:,,_; ~ \ d-3 -A 

~ :J \j ~ i 1 ~ .) ~?½\ 
' 1 ~ Li_ I~ .. I I · , ~ I);:;; " \ J' 
u, '-['· .r ✓ ~ ~ .)-"") 
1~J -~ 1~J -~L;j 
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considered as fighting in the cause of 
Allah? He said: "He who fights in 
order that the Word of Allah remains 
the supreme, is considered as fighting 
in the cause of Allah." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

Commentary: Since one's action will be evaluated in terms of intention, so he alone 

would be a Mujahid (warrior in the cause of Deen) who fights to glorify the Name of 

Allah. 

9. Abu Bakrah Ath-Thaqafi -.iii ~ J 

..:..s- reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"When two Muslims are engaged in a 
combat against each other with their 
sword's and one is killed, both are 
doomed to Hell." I said, "O Messenger 

of Allah! As to the one who kills, it is 
understandable, but why the slain 
one?" He ~ replied, "He was eager 
to kill his opponent." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

· WI · - ~~ ~-<~ t · - -°i '-::'j <! i;::-°" 0~ cl; if) 

: JL; .;!)Z " : I\ 01 ~ 41 , ....;, ' ; ~;~I\ 
~ <...E' -,! :CJ ~ 

\~~:~:-: ~1~ · ~i1 ~I bpl 

: .~ \; (( 81 j J};~ii- '1:\iJ~ -3 ~ .J u-:-
JG \_j '1:\iJ1 1.:i;. !.&I J ' , lS . u-:- , ..r" J • 

~? ~\S ~in : Jl; ~~JU1 , , 

. ~ ~ ((~\..;, f ~ 
Commentary: This Hadith leads to the conclusion that one would be punished for 

such sinful intention for which he has made a firm determination, and for the 

commitment of which he has adopted necessary measures, even if he does not succeed 

in committing it because of certain obstruction. Thus determination is different from a 

suggestion of the devil. The latter is excusable while one is accountable for his 

determination. However, what is mentioned in the Hadith will happen when Muslims 

fight among themselves for worldly honour and prejudices, and no religious issue 

would be the cause of their conflict, because in the latter case, it is possible that both 

might be depending on their own Ijtihad (exercise of opinion) for which they may be 

excused. 

10. Abu Hurairah .....:,_., -.ii i ~J 

reported that the Messenger of Allah 
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~ said, "The reward for Sa/at 

performed by a person in congrega­
tion is more than 20 times greater than 
that of the Sa/at performed in one's 
house or shop. When one performs 
Wudu' perfectly and then proceeds to 
the mosque with the sole intention of 
performing Sa/at, then for every step 
he takes towards the mosque, he is 
upgraded one degree in reward and 
one of his sins is eliminated until he 

~~ Ji 
, 

;;;.~ ~:,i1 ...\., .-
i../ ·! . . 

~r4_, ~ ~J 
, ~...,....,, ~ 

;: _., ,., , :;; ;: .,, \ ,,,, 

G} l~l ~.:i;.\ 01 ~~., , ~> 
~I Jf ~ .~;,,~1 ~t 
~l ~~~ -~~1 ~l ~.r. ~ 
;j d~ ~l ~~ ~ r3 b~I 

enters the mosque, and when he enters ~; l~p -~I Y,~ ~ 
the mosque, he is considered as 
performing Sa/at as long as it is the 
Sa/at which prevents him (from leaving 
the mosque); and the angels keep on 
supplicating Allah for him as long as 
he remains in his place of prayer. They 
say: 'O Allah! have mercy on him; 0 

Allah! forgive his sins; 0 Allah! accept 
his repentance.' This will carry on as 
long as he does not pass wind." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
bJ lii3 

Commentary: This Hadith shows that although it is permissible to perform Sa/flt 

individually in market places and houses, but its collective performance in the mosque 

is 25, 26, or 27 times more meritorious, as mentioned in other Ahfldith. 

11. 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas L..p .wl ~ ) 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said 
that Allah, the Glorious, said: "Verily, 
Allah .) L..; has ordered that the good 
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and the bad deeds be written down. 

Then He explained it clearly how (to 

write): He who intends to do a good 
deed but he does not do it, then Allah 

records it for him as a full good deed, 

but if he carries out his intention, then 

Allah the Exalted, writes it down for 

him as from ten to seven hundred 
folds, and even more. But if he intends 

to do an evil act and has not done it, 

then Allah writes it down with Him as 

a full good deed, but if he intends it 
and has done it, Allah writes it down as 

one bad deed. " [Al-Bukhari and Mus­

lim] 

,., ' ,... > 0 

: ~~ ~ ~ , s-,1~ ~ 11.J s-,l;..::.;JI 

~I li.:5 ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Commentary: What the Prophet iilf5 relates to Allah is called Hadfth Qudsi (Sacred 

Tradition). Such Hadfth is revealed to the Prophet ~ by means of Ilhiim (inspiration). 

This Hadfth mentions the magnitude of Divine blessings which He bestows upon His 

faithful slaves on the Day of Resurrection. 

12. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar bin Al-

Khattab ~ .ii i ~ _; narrated that he 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ as saying, 

"Three men, amongst those who came 

before you, set out until night came 

and they reached a cave, so they 

entered it. A rock fell down from the 
mountain and blocked the entrance of 

the cave. They said: 'Nothing will save 
you from this unless you supplicate to 

Allah by virtue of a righteous deed you 
have done.' Thereupon, one of them 
said: 'O Allah! I had parents who were 

old, and I used to offer them milk 

before any of my children or slaves. 
One day, I went far away in search of 
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grazing and could not come back until 
they had slept. When I milked as usual 
and brought the drink I found them 
both asleep. I hated to disturb them 
and also disliked to give milk to my 
children before them. My children 
were crying out of hunger at my feet 
but I awaited with the bowl in my hand 
for them to wake up. When they awoke 
at dawn, they drank milk. 0 Allah! If I 
did so to seek Your Pleasure, then 
deliver us from the distress caused by 
the rock.' The rock moved slightly but 
they were unable to escape. The next 
said: 'O Allah! I had a cousin whom I 
loved more than any one else (in 
another version he said: as a man can 
love a woman). I wanted to have sexual 
intercourse with her but she refused. 
Hard pressed in a year of famine, she 

approached me. I gave her one 
hundred and twenty dinars on condi­
tion that she would yield herself to me. 
She agreed and when we got together 
(for sexual intercourse), she said: Fear 
Allah and do not break the seal 
unlawfully. I moved away from her in 
spite of the fact that I loved her most 
passionately; and I let her keep the 
money I had given her. 0 Allah! If I 
did that to seek Your Pleasure, then, 
remove the distress in which we are.' 
The rock moved aside a bit further but 
they were still unable to get out. The 
third one said: 'O Allah! I hired some 
labourers and paid them their wages 
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except one of them departed without 
taking his due. I invested his money in 
business and the business prospered 
greatly. After a long time, he came to 
me and said: 0 slave of Allah! Pay me 
my dues. I said: All that you see is 
yours - camels, cattle, goats and slaves. 
He said: 0 slave of Allah! Do not 
mock at me. I assured him that I was 
not joking. So he took all the things 
and went away. He spared nothing. 0 
Allah! If I did so seeking Your 
Pleasure, then relieve us of our 
distress.' The rock slipped aside and 
they got out walking freely.'' 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

-~ 1t ~WI ~ ~J 4lll 
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1. It is permissible to pray through our virtuous deeds. But to make someone a 

medium for it, is an innovation in Deen which should be avoided for two major 

reasons. Firstly, there is no evidence in Shari'ah to support this. Secondly, it is against 

the practice of Khair-ul-QurCm, the best of generations. (This term is used for the first 
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three generations of Muslims, the one in which the Prophet ~ lived and the two 

following). 

2. Preference should be given to the service of parents, even over the service of one's 

own wife and children. 

3. To abstain from sins out of fear of Allah is a highly meritorious act. 

4. Labourers should always be treated fairly. If someone has paid to a labourer less 

than his due, it should be paid to him in a decent manner. 

5. Any supplication which is made sincerely, and with real sense of humbleness is 

granted by Allah. 

6. Allah sometimes helps His pious men even in an unusual manner, which is termed 

as Karamat (wonder or marvel). Thus, like the miracles of the Prophets, wonders of 

the righteous people are also true. But miracles and wonders both appear with the 

Will of Allah. 

Scholars said: It is necessary to 
repent from every sin. If the offense 
involves the Right of Allah, not a 
human, then there are three condition 
to be met in order that repentance be 
accepted by Allah: 

1- To desist from committing it. 
2- To feel sorry for committing it. 
3- To decide not to recommit it. 
Any repentance failing to meet any 

of these three conditions, would not be 

sound. 
But if the sin involves a human's 

right, it requires a fourth condition, 
i.e., to absolve onself from such right. 
If it is a property, he should return it 
to its rightful owner. If it is slandering 
or backbiting, one should ask the 
pardon of the offended. 
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One should also repent from all sins. 
If he repents from some, his repen­
tance would still be sound according to 
the people of sound knowledge. He 
should, however, repent from the rest. 
Scriptural proofs from the Book and 
the Sunnah and the consensus of the 
scholars support the incumbency of 

repentance. 
Allah, the, Exalted says: 
"And all of you beg Allah to forgive 

you, 0 believers, that you may be 
successful." (24:31) 

"Seek the forgiveness of your Rubb, 

and turn to Him in repentance." (11:3) 
"0 you who believe! Turn to Allah 

with sincere repentance!" (66:8) 

13. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying: "By Allah, I seek Allah's 

forgiveness and repent to Him more 
than seventy times a day." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 
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I":;:. :,,'1 J,,,I ·1~_,.~,,,::i._ 
.,,,· ~ ~ '..Y.Y..J1' :._)L..; .iii Ju 

~0~ ~ G~J:i1 ~ 
b~!::.- -.r ➔ : J~ J1,;J . [i\ : )_,JI ] 

,, ~ ,,,, ,,.,,.J> ;> ~~/ 
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Jl i;J iJ.X 6)1 (~➔ :J~ 

. [A : r-,~1] ~i.:_;1: t,J, _J;f 

~ .iii ~) ~_;.; ~i ,Y-J - \f 
, , , 

:J~ ~ .{ii\ J_,...,J ~ : J L; 

;;1t ~)l_, .{ii\~~.:..½ Jl !41li_,)) 

i1~•~ , , , , ,;<1 ,-11 . 
./ ~ ~ r- ,i .)-::' ½!' 

1. It is an inducement for seeking pardon and forgiveness. The Prophet ~' whose past 

and future sins were forgiven, asked Allah's forigveness - then how about us, who 

commit sins on regular basis, not to seek pardon and forgiveness from Allah? 

2. Sincere and ceaseless prayer for pardon is essential so that sins committed by us 

unintentionally are also forgiven. The above Hadfth lays great emphasis on seeking 

pardon. 
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2- REPENTANCE 

14. Al-Agharr bin Yasar Al-Muzani 
.:.s- .ii 1 ~ J narrated that the Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "Turn you people in 
repentance to Allah and beg pardon of 
Him. I turn to Him in repentance a 
hundred times a day." [Muslim] 

15. Anas bin Malik Al-Ansari .iii ~ J 

.:.s-, the servant of the Messenger of 
Allah narrated: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Verily, Allah is more delighted 

with the repentance of His slave than a 
person who lost his camel in a desert 
land and then finds it (unexpectedly)." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
In another version of Muslim , he 

said: "Verily, Allah is more pleased 
with the repentance of His slave than a 
person who has his camel in a water­
less desert carrying his provision of 
food and drink and it is lost. He, 
having lost all hopes (to get that back), 
lies down in shade and is disappointed 
about his camel; when all of a sudden 
he finds that camel standing before 
him. He takes hold of its reins and 
then out of boundless joy blurts out: 'O 
Allah, You are my slave and I am Your 
Rubb.' He commits this mistake out of 
extreme joy." 

Commentary: 
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1. This Hadfth also deals with the inducement and merit of repentance and pardon for 

sins. Allah is highly pleased with repentance. 
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2. One will not have to account for a mistake made without any purpose and intention. 

3. It is permissible to take an oath to stress on one's pardon. 

4. One can quote an instance for the purpose of understanding and elaboration. 

16. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari ~ .iii~.) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Allah, 
the Exalted, will continue to stretch 

out His Hand in the night so that the 

sinners of the day may repent, and 
continue to stretch His Hand in the 

daytime so that the sinners of the night 

may repent, until the sun rises from the 

west." [Muslim] 

:Ji.; ~ ~I~~ -.Iii ~J ~?~I 
~ ~ J;U~ ~~ L, :~ JL,..; .&1 0)'l 

~LLi J;_ ~I~~~~ 
·r--- olJJ !!~;; ~ :r81 

Commentary: This Hadfth confirms an essential Attribute of Allah, i.e., the Hand 

which He stretches out anytime He wishes without drawing similarity to it, nor 

interpretation. Such was the attitude of the pious predecessors with regards to all of 

the essential Attributes of Allah. It is deduced from this Hadith that if one commits a 

sin during any hour of day or night, he should immediately seek the forgiveness of 

Allah as a result. 

17. Abu Hurairah ~ 4 1 ~ .) 

narrated: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"He who repents before the sun rises 

from the west, Allah will forgive him." 

[Muslim] 

~\,; ~)) :* .&1 J_,...,J J\J : Ji.; 

~;; ~ ~ :~11 ~ 01 ~ 

Commentary: Taubah means returning to Allah from sins. When a person commits 

a sin, he goes away from Allah. When he repents, he returns to Allah and desires for 

being pardoned by Him, and getting near Him. This returning towards Him is Taubah. 

When it is said that 'Allah turns towards him', it means that Allah accepts his 

repentance. 

18. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar bin Al­

Khattab Lo.p .& 1 ~ .J reported that the 
Prophet ~ said, "Allah accepts a 
slave's repentance as long as the latter 

is not on his death bed (that is, before 

-.Ii i µ ~ _;I .G. ~i :_;.:, - ,A 

.r- ~ -.Iii '-:f""J ';'lk..ll J. ';J- J. 

~ ~J ~ 4lll 0tn :Ji.; * ~I 
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2- REPENTANCE 

the soul of the dying person reaches 
the throat)." [At-Tirmidhi, who cate­
gorised it as Hadith Hasan] 

Commentary: The word Ghargharah means the stage when soul is about to leave 

the body and reaches the throat. In other words, the time when one suffers the agony 

of death. 

Hadfth Hasan means that Hadfth the authenticity of which is connected without any 

technical defect. Their narrators, however, are next to those of Hadfth Sahih . In the 

opinion of Muhaddithin (Hadfth scholars), Hadfth Hasan is also reliable as Hadfth Sahih . 

19. Zirr bin Hubaish reported: I 

went to Safwan bin 'Assa! .:..&- ..t i ~ _; 

to inquire about wiping with wet hands 
over light boots while performing 
Wudu '. He asked me, "What brings 
you here, Zirr?" I answered, "Search 
for knowledge." He said, "Angels 
spread their wings for the seeker of 

knowledge out of joy for what he 
seeks." I told him, "I have some 
doubts in my mind regarding wiping 

of wet hands over light boots in the 
course of performing Wudu ' after 
defecation or urinating. Now since 

you are one of the Companions of 
the Prophet ~, I have come to ask you 
whether you heard any saying of the 
Prophet ~ concerning it?" He replied 
in the affirmative and said, "He ~ 
instructed us that during a journey we 
need not take off our light boots for 
washing the feet up to three days and 
nights, except in case of major impurity 
( after sexua.l intercourse). In other 
cases such as sleeping, relieving one­
self or urinating, the wiping of wet 
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hands over light boots will suffice." I, 
then, questioned him, "Did you hear 

him say anything about love and 
affection?" He replied, "We accom­

panied the Messenger of Allah ~ in a 
journey when a bedouin called out in a 
loud voice, ' O Muhammad.' The 

Messenger of Allah ~ replied him in 
the same tone, 'Here I am.' I said to 
him (the bedouin), 'Woe to you, lower 
your voice in his presence, because you 
are not allowed to do so.' He said, 'By 
Allah! I will not lower my voice,' and 

then addressing the Prophet ~ he 
said, 'What about a person who loves 
people but has not found himself in 
their company.' Messenger of Allah ~ 
replied, 'On the Day of Resurrection, a 
person will be in the company of those 
whom he loves.' The Messenger of 
Allah then kept on talking to us and in 

the course of his talk, he mentioned a 
gateway in the heaven, the width of 
which could be crossed by a rider in 
forty or seventy years." 

Sufyan, one of the narrators of this 
tradition, said: "This gateway is in the 
direction of Syria. Allah created it on 
the day He created the heavens and 
the earth. It is open for repentance and 
will not be shut until the sun rises from 
that direction (i.e., the West) (on 
Doomsday)." [At-Tirmidhi, who cate-
gorised it as Hadfth Hasan Sahih] 

Commentary: 
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1. We learn from this Hadith that in ablution, it is permissible to wipe over light boots 
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2- REPENTANCE 

rather than washing the feet. It is called Mash. The period, in which Mash is intact, in 

case of travellers it is three days and three nights; while for the residents, it is one day 

and one night only. A precondition for it is that light boots should be clean and worn 

after full Wudu'. Ankles should also be covered. In case of breach of ablution, the 

wiping over the socks is sufficient, and there is no need for washing the feet. Wudu' is 

invalidated by sleeping, call of nature and passing of wind. This is called Hadath 

Asghar. In the case of Hadath Akbar, which occurs because of coitus, menses and wet 

dream, washing of the whole body becomes obligatory. It means that the privilege of 

wiping over the light boots is also finished in this case, in the same way as it does after 

the expiry of period specified for it. 

2. One should associate himself with the pious people so that he is counted among 

them. One also comes to know many other points from this Hadfth which every 

intelligent person can understand with a little effort. 

20. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ,:.s, .iii ~ _; 

reported: Prophet of Allah ~ said, 
"There was a man from among a 

nation before you who killed ninety­
nine people and then made an inquiry 

about the most learned person on the 
earth. He was directed to "'a monk. He 
came to him and told him that he had 
killed ninety-nine people and asked 
him if there was any chance for his 

repentance to be accepted. He replied 
in the negative and the man killed him 
also completing one hundred. He then 
asked about the most learned man in 
the earth. He was directed to a scholar. 
He told him that he had killed one 
hundred people and asked him if there 
was any chance for his repentance to 
be accepted. He replied in the affir­
mative and asked, 'Who stands be­
tween you and repentance? Go to such 
and such land; there (you will find) 
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people devoted to prayer and worship 
of Allah, join them in worship, and do 
not come back to your land because it 
is an evil place.' So he went away and 
hardly had he covered half the distance 
when death overtook him; and there 
was a dispute between the angels of 
mercy and the angels of torment. The 
angels of mercy pleaded, 'This man has 
come with a repenting heart to Allah,' 
and the angels of punishment argued, 
'He never did a virtuous deed in his 

life.' Then there appeared another 
angel in the form of a human being 
and the contending angels agreed to 
make him arbiter between them. He 
said, 'Measure the distance between 
the two lands. He will be considered 
belonging to the land to which he is 
nearer.' They measured and found him 

closer to the land (land of piety) where 
he intended to go, and so the angels of 
mercy collected his soul.'' 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In another version: "He was found 
to be nearer to the locality of the pious 
by a cubit and was thus included 
among them.'' Another version says: 
"Allah commanded (the land which he 
wanted to leave) to move away and 
commanded the other land (his desti­
nation) to draw nearer and then He 
said: 'Now measure the distance 
between them.' It was found that he 
was nearer to his goal by a hand's span 
and was thus forgiven.'' It is also 
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narrated that he drew closer by a slight 
movement on his chest. 

Commentary: 

1. One comes to know from this Hadith that the gate of Taubah is open even for the 

worst of the sinners; and Allah forgives everyone provided he repents sincerely, the 

conditions for such repentance have already been discussed. 

2. It is the duty of a religious scholar that while discussing a problem, he should keep 

in mind the psychological aspects of the questioner and adopt a policy which neither 

causes a change in the Injunction of Allah nor make the sinner reckless in his sins out 

of frustration. 

3. When a situation warrants, angels appear in the form of men on Orders of Allah. 

21. 'Abdullah bin Ka'b, who served ,-;,uc; 0 0 </ .&1 ~ ~:, -Y' 
as the guide of Ka'b bin Malik .&1 ~,; 

~ when he became blind, narrated: I 

heard Ka'b bin Malik 4-.:,J- .& 1 c,r° J 

narrating the story of his remaining 
behind instead of joining Messenger of 
Allah ~ when he left for the battle of 
Tabuk. Ka'b said: "I accompanied 
Messenger of Allah ~ in every 
expedition which he undertook except­
ing the battle of Tabuk and the battle 

of Badr. As for the battle of Badr, 
nobody was blamed for remaining 

behind as Messenger of Allah ~ and 
the Muslims, when they set out, had in 
mind only to intercept the caravan of 
the Quraish. Allah made them con­
front their enemies unexpectedly. I 
had the honour of being with Messen­
ger of Allah ~ on the night of 'Aqabah 
when we pledged our allegiance to 
Islam and it was dearer to me than 
participating in the battle of Badr, 
although Badr was more well-known 
among the people than that. And this 
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is the account of my staying behind 
from the battle of Tabuk. I never had 
better means and more favourable 
circumstances than at the time of this 
expedition. And by Allah, I had never 
before possessed two riding-camels as I 
did during the time of this expedition. 
Whenever Messenger of Allah ~ 
decided to go on a campaign, he 
would not disclose his real destination 

till the last moment ( of departure) . But 
on this expedition, he set out in 
extremely hot weather; the journey 
was long and the terrain was waterless 
desert; and he had to face a strong 
army, so he informed the Muslims 
about the actual position so that they 
should make full preparation for the 
campaign. And the Muslims who 

accompanied Messenger of Allah ~ 
at that time were in large number but 
no proper record of them was main­
tained." Ka'b (further) said: "Few 

were the persons who chose to remain 
absent believing that they could easily 
hide themselves (and thus remain 
undetected) unless Revelation from 
Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious 
(revealed relating to them) . And 
Messenger of Allah ~ set out on this 
expedition when the fruit were ripe 
and their shade was sought. I had a 
weakness for them and it was during 
this season that Messenger of Allah ~ 
and the Muslims made preparations. I 
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make preparations along with them 
but would come back having done 
nothing and said to myself: ' I have 
means enough (to make preparations) 
as soon as I like.' And I went on doing 
this (postponing my preparations) till 
the time of departure came and it was 
in the morning that Messenger of 
Allah ~ set out along with the 
Muslims, but I had made no prepara­
tions. I would go early in the morning 
and come back, but with no decision. I 
went on doing so until they (the 
Muslims) hastened and covered a 

good deal of distance. Then I wished 
to march on and join them. Would that 
I had done that! But perhaps it was not 
destined for me. After the departure of 
Messenger of Allah ~ whenever I 
went out, I was grieved to find no good 

example to follow but confirmed 
hypocrites or weak people whom 
Allah had exempted (from marching 

forth for Jihiid). Messenger of Allah ~ 
made no mention of me until he 
reached Tabuk. While he was sitting 
with the people in Tabuk, he said, 
'What happened to Ka'b bin Malik?' A 
person from Banu Salimah said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, the (beauty) of his 
cloak and an appreciation of his finery 
have detained him.' Upon this Mu'adh 
bin Jabal .:.... .&1 ~ J admonished him 
and said to Messenger of Allah ~: 'By 
Allah, we know nothing about him but 

good.' Messenger of Allah ~, 
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however, kept quiet. At that time he 
(the Prophet ~ ) saw a person dressed 
in white and said, 'Be Abu Khaitha­
mah.' And was Abu Khaithamah Al­
Ansari was the person who had 
contributed a Sa' of dates and was 
ridiculed by the hypocrites." Ka'b bin 
Malik further said: "When the news 
reached me that Messenger of Allah 
~ was on his way back from Tabuk, I 
was greatly distressed. I thought of 
fabricating an excuse and asked myself 
how I would save myself from his anger 
the next day. In this connection, I 
sought the counsels of every prudent 
member of my family. When I was told 
that Messenger of Allah ~ was about 
to arrive, all the wicked ideas vanished 
(from my mind) and I came to the 
conclusion that nothing but the truth 
could save me. So I decided to tell him 
the truth. It was in the morning that 

Messenger of Allah ~ arrived in Al­
Madinah. It was his habit that when­

ever he came back from a journey, he 
would first go to the mosque and 
perform two Rak 'ah (of optional 
prayer) and would then sit with the 
people. When he sat, those who had 
remained behind him began to put 
forward their excuses and take an oath 
before him. They were more than 
eighty in number. Messenger of Allah 
~ accepted their excuses on the very 
face of them and accepted their 
allegiance and sought forgiveness for 
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them and left their insights to Allah, 
until I appeared before him. I greeted 
him and he smiled and there was a 
tinge of anger in that. He then said to 
me, 'Come forward.' I went forward 
and I sat in front of him. He said to 
me, 'What kept you back? Could you 
not afford to go in for a ride?' I said, 
'O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, if I 
were to sit before anybody else, a man 
of the world, I would have definitely 
saved myself from his anger on one 
pretext or the other and I have a gifted 
skill in argumentation, but, by Allah, I 

am fully aware that if I were to put 
forward before you a lame excuse to 
please you, Allah would definitely 
provoke your wrath upon me. In case, 
I speak the truth, you may be angry 
with me, but I hope that Allah would 
be pleased with me ( and accept my 

repentance). By Allah, there is no valid 
excuse for me. By Allah, I never 

possessed so good means, and I never 

had such favourable conditions for me 
as I had when I stayed behind.' 
Thereupon, Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, 'This man spoke the truth, so 
get up (and wait) until Allah gives a 
decision about you.' I left and some 
people of Bam1 Salimah followed me. 
They said to me, 'By Allah, we do not 
know that you committed a sin before. 
You, however, showed inability to put 
forward an excuse before Messenger of 
Allah ~ like those who stayed behind 
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II 38 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

him. It would have been enough for 
the forgiveness of your sin that 

Messenger of Allah ~ would have 
sought forgiveness for you.' By Allah, 
they kept on reproaching me until I 
thought of going back to Messenger of 

Allah ~ and retract my confession. 
Then I said to them, 'Has anyone else 
met the same fate?' They said, 'Yes, 
two persons have met the same fate. 
They made the same statement as you 
did and the same verdict was delivered 
in their case.' I asked, 'Who are they?' 
They said, 'Murarah bin Ar-Rabi' Al­
'Amri and Hilal bin Umaiyyah Al­

Waqifi.' They mentioned these two 
pious men who had taken part in the 
battle of Badr and there was an 
example for me in them. I was 
confirmed in my original resolve. 
Messenger of Allah ~ prohibited the 
Muslims to talk to the three of us from 
amongst those who had stayed behind. 
The people began to avoid us and their 
attitude towards us changed and it 

seemed as if the whole atmosphere had 
turned against us, and it was in fact the 
same atmosphere of which I was fully 
aware and in which I had lived (for a 
fairly long time). We spent fifty nights 
in this very state and my two friends 
confined themselves within their 
houses and spent (most of their) time 
weeping. As I was the youngest and the 
strongest, I would leave my house, 
attend the congregational Salat, move 
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2- REPENTANCE 

about in the bazaars, but none would 
speak to me . I would come to 
Messenger of Allah ~ as he sat 
amongst (people) after the Salat, 

greet him and would ask myself 
whether or not his lips moved in 
response to my greetings. Then I 
would perform Salat near him and 
look at him stealthily. When I finish 
my Salat, he would look at me and 
when I would cast a glance at him he 
would turn away his eyes from me. 
When the harsh treatment of the 
Muslims to me continued for a 
(considerable) length of time, I 
walked and I climbed upon the wall 
of the garden of Abu Qatadah, who 
was my cousin, and I had a great love 
for him. I greeted him but, by Allah, he 
did not answer to my greeting. I said to 
him, 'O Abu Qatadah, I adjure you in 
the Name of Allah, are you not aware 

that I love Allah and His Messenger 
~ ?' I asked him the same question 

again but he remained silent. I again 
adjured him, whereupon he said, 
'Allah and His Messenger ~ know 
better. ' My eyes were filled with tears, 
and I came back climbing down the 
wall. 

"As I was walking in the bazaars of 
Al-Madinah, a man from the Syrian 
peasants, who had come to sell food 
grains in Al-Madinah, asked people to 
direct him to Ka'b bin Malik. People 
pointed towards me. He came to me 
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and delivered a letter from the King of 
Ghassan, and as I was a scribe, I read 
that letter whose purport was: 'It has 
been conveyed to us that your friend 

(the Prophet Ji!) was treating you 
harshly. Allah has not created you for 
a place where you are to be degraded 
and where you cannot find your right 
place; so come to us and we shall 
receive you graciously.' As I read that 
letter I said: 'This is too a trial,' so I 

put it to fire in an oven. When forty 
days had elapsed and Messenger of 
Allah ~ received no Revelation, there 
came to me a messenger of the 
Messenger of Allah and said, 'Verily, 
Messenger of Allah ~ has 
commanded you to keep away from 
your wife.' I said, 'Should I divorce her 
or what else should I do? ' He said, 'No, 

but only keep away from her and don't 
have sexual contact with her.' The 
same message was sent to my compa­
nions. So, I said to my wife: 'You 
better go to your parents and stay 
there with them until Allah gives the 
decision in my case.' The wife of Hila.I 
bin Umaiyyah came to Messenger of 
Allah ~ and said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah, Hila.I bin Umaiyyah is a senile 
person and has no servant. Do you 
disapprove if I serve him?' He said, 
'No, but don't let him have any sexual 
contact with you.' She said, 'By Allah, 
he has no such desire left in him. By 
Allah, he has been in tears since (this 
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2- REPENTANCE 

calamity) struck him.' Members of my 
family said to me, 'You should have 

sought permission from Messenger of 
Allah ~ in regard to your wife. He has 
allowed the wife of Hila! bin Umaiyyah 
to serve him.' I said, 'I would not seek 
permission from Messenger of Allah 
~ for I do not know what Messenger 
of Allah might say in response to that, 
as I am a young man.' It was in this 
state that I spent ten more nights and 
thus fifty days had passed since people 
boycotted us and gave up talking to us. 
After I had offered my Fajr prayer on 
the early morning of the fiftieth day of 
this boycott on the roof of one of our 
houses, and had sat in the very state 
which Allah described as: 'The earth 
seemed constrained for me despite its 
vastness,' I heard the voice of a 
proclaimer from the peak of the hill 
Sal' shouting at the top of his voice: 'O 
Ka'b bin Malik, rejoice.' I fell down in 

prostration and came to know that 
there was (a message of) relief for me. 
Messenger of Allah ~ had informed 
the people about the acceptance of our 
repentance by Allah after he had 
offered the Fajr prayer. So the people 
went on to give us glad tidings and 
some of them went to my companions 
in order to give them the glad tidings. 
A man spurred his horse towards me 
(to give the good news) , and another 
one from the tribe of Aslam came 
running for the same purpose and, as 
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II 42 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

he approached the mount, I received 
the good news which reached me 
before the rider did. When the one 
whose voice I had heard came to me to 
congratulate me, I took off my gar­
ments and gave them to him for the 
good news he brought to me. By Allah, 
I possessed nothing else (in the form of 
clothes) except these garments, at that 
time. Then I borrowed two garments, 
dressed myself and came to Messenger 

of Allah ~- On my way, I met groups 
of people who greeted me for ( the 
acceptance of) repentance and they 
said: 'Congratulations for acceptance 
of your repentance.' I reached the 
mosque where Messenger of Allah ~ 
was sitting amidst people. Talhah bin 
'Ubaidullah got up and rushed towards 
me, shook hands with me and greeted 
me. By Allah, no person stood up (to 
greet me) from amongst the Muhajirun 

besides him." Ka'b said that he never 
forgot (this good gesture of) Talhah. 
Ka'b further said: "I greeted Messen­

ger of Allah ~ with 'As-salamu 

'alaikum' and his face was beaming 
with pleasure. He ~ said, 'Rejoice 
with the best day you have ever seen 
since your mother gave you birth. ' I 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Is this 
(good news) from you or from Allah?' 
He said, 'No, it is from Allah.' And it 
was common with Messenger of Allah 
~ that when ever he was happy, his 
face would glow as if it were a part of 
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2- REPENTANCE 

the moon and it was from this that we 
recognized it (his delight) . As I sat 
before him, I said, I have placed a 
condition upon myself that if Allah 
accepts my Taubah, I would give up all 
of my property in charity for the sake 
of Allah and His Messenger ~ !' 

Thereupon Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, 'Keep some property with you, 
as it is better for you.' I said, 'I shall 
keep with me that portion which is in 
Khaibar.' I added: 'O Messenger of 
Allah! Verily, Allah has granted me 
salvation because of my truthfulness, 
and therefore, repentance obliges me 
to speak nothing but the truth as long 
as I am alive."' Ka'b added: "By Allah, 
I do not know anyone among the 

Muslims who has been granted truth­
fulnes:s better than me since I said this 

to the Prophet ~ - By Allah! Since the 
time I made a pledge of this to 

Messenger of Allah ~' I have never 
intended to tell a lie, and I hope that 

Allah would protect me ( against telling 
lies) for the rest of my life. Allah, the 
Exalted, the Glorious, revealed these 
Verses: 

'Allah has forgiven the Prophet 
(~ ), the Muhajirun (Muslim 
Emigrants who left their homes and 
came to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar 

(Muslims of Al-Madinah) who fol­
lowed him (Muhammad ~ ) in the 
time of distress (Tabuk expedition), 
after the hearts of a party of them had 
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nearly deviated (from the Right Path), 
but He accepted their repentance. 
Certainly, He is unto them full of 
kindness, Most Merciful. And (He did 
forgive also) the three who did not join 
[the Tabuk expedition and whose case 
was deferred (by the Prophet ~ ) for 
Allah's Decision] till for them the 
earth, vast as it is, was straitened and 
their ownselves were straitened to 
them, and they perceived that there is 
no fleeing from Allah, and no refuge 
but with Him. Then, He forgave them 
( accepted their repentance), that they 
might beg for His Pardon [repent 
(unto Him)]. Verily, Allah is the One 
Who forgives and accepts repentance, 
Most Merciful. 0 you who believe! Be 
afraid of Allah, and be with those who 
are true (in word and deeds)."' 
(9:117,118) 

Ka'b said: "By Allah, since Allah 

guided me to Islam, there has been no 
blessing more significant for me than 
this truth of mine which I spoke to 

Messenger of Allah ~ ' and if I were to 
tell a lie I would have been ruined as 
were ruined those who had told lies, 
for Allah described those who told lies 
with the worst description He ever 
attributed to anybody else, as He sent 
down the Revelation: 

'They will swear by Allah to you 
(Muslims) when you return to them, 
that you may turn away from them. So 
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2- REPENTANCE 

Rijsun [i.e., Najasun (impure) because 
of their evil deeds], and Hell is their 
dwelling place - a recompense for that 
which they used to earn. They (the 

hypocrites) swear to you (Muslims) 
that you may be pleased with them, but 
if you are pleased with them, certainly 
Allah is not pleased with the people 
who are Al-Fasiqun (rebellious, dis­
obedient to Allah)."' (9:95,96) 

Ka'b further added: "The matter of 
the three of us remained pending for 

decision apart from the case of those 
who had made excuses on oath before 

Messenger of Allah ~ and he 
accepted those, took fresh oaths of 
allegiance from them and supplicated 

for their forgiveness. The Prophet ~ 
kept our matter pending till Allah 

decided it. The three whose matter 
was deferred have been shown mercy. 
The reference here is not to our 
staying back from the expedition but 

to his delaying our matter and keeping 
it pending beyond the matter of those 
who made their excuses on oath which 
he accepted." [Al-Bukh[ui and Muslim] 

Another version adds: "Messenger 
of Allah ~ set out for Tabuk on 
Thursday. He used to prefer to set out 
on journey on Thursday." Another 
version says: "Messenger of Allah ~ 
used to come back from a journey in 
the early forenoon and went straight to 
the mosque where he would perform 
two Rak'ah prayer. Afterwards he 
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would seat himself there." 
Commentary: This Hadith contains many aspects of warnings and advices, some of 

which are given below: 

1. A Muslim should always speak the truth even if he has to face troubles and turmoil 

for it because the Pleasure of Allah lies in truth. 

2. One must avoid at all costs the attitude of hypocrites because eventually one is 

ruined by it. 

3. In spite of hardship and stringency, one must take part in Jihad. 

4. For the admonition and exhortation of others, it gives justification for the economic 

boycott of even sincere Muslims who adopt wrong methods. 

5. One must face with forbearance the difficulties which come in the way of Deen. 

6. It is not praiseworthy that one gives in charity all the property he has. One must 

keep what is needed for the lawful needs. 

7. It is lawful to give something by way of gift and reward to a person who 

congratulates in the events of happiness. 

8. The ability to seek pardon is a gift from Allah for which one must express gratitude to Him. 

9. Any promise that one makes must be kept, etc. etc. 

22. 'Imran bin Al-Husain Al-Khuza'i .;_,}.l1 ~ - .i_;;; c1,1 :;:, -n 
~ .&1 ~ _; reported: A woman from . . ,_ !_ I\ .• 

01
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~ <-;T. .r>-': -r-~- -r:::.!J the tribe Juhainah came to Messenger 
of Allah ~ while she was pregnant 
from (Zinli) adultery and said to him: 
" O Messenger of Allah! I have 
committed an offense liable to Hadd 

(prescribed punishment), so exact the 
execution of the sentence." Messenger 
of Allah ~ called her guardian and 
said to him, "Treat her kindly. Bring 
her to me after the delivery of the 
child." That man complied with the 
orders. At last the Prophet ~ 
commanded to carry out the sen­
tence . Her clothes were secured 
around her and she was stoned to 
death. The Prophet ~ led her funeral 
prayers. 'Umar submitted: "O Messen-
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2- REPENTANCE 

ger of Allah! She committed Zina and 

you have performed funeral prayer for 

her?" H e replied, "Verily, she made 

repentance which would suffice for 

seventy of the people of Al-Madinah 

if it is divided among them. Can there 

be any higher degree of repentance 

than that she sacrificed her life 

voluntarily to win the Pleasure of 

Allah, the Exalted?" [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith highlights the following five points: 

1. It confirms the validity of the punishment of Rajm for the adulterer, that is to say 

that he should be stoned to death. 

2. The merit of sincere pardon. 

3. The description of fear of Allah as well as of accountability on the Day of 

Resurrection by the Prophet's Companions, and their preference for punishment of 

sins in this world rather than in the Hereafter. 

4. It is permissible to perform the funeral prayer of one who has been guilty of major 

sins, provided he has not been taking them as lawful because in that case there is 

danger of disbelief. 

5. A pregnant woman cannot be punished with Rajm until she gives birth to the child 

and the period specified for suckling the baby is completed. 

23. Ibn 'Abbas and Anas bin Malik 

~ -ii 1 ~ J reported: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "If a son of Adam were 

to own a valley full of gold, he would 

desire to have two. Nothing can fill his 

mouth except the earth (of the grave). 

Allah turns with mercy to him who 

turns to Him in repentance." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith deals with man's greed and his lust for material wealth. 

Only the person who has a perfect Faith can save himself from it. 
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24. Abu Hurairah ~ ..t1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah, the Exalted, smiles at two men, 
one of them killed the other and both 
will enter Jannah. The first is killed by 
the other while he is fighting in the 
Cause of Allah, and thereafter Allah 
will turn in mercy to the second and 
guide him to accept Islam and then he 
dies as a Shaheed (martyr) fighting in 
the Cause of Allah." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

~ L.a.l 1 .J"" 4.; 

Commentary: Even the greatest sins, including those which one has committed 

before embracing Islam, are forgiven by repentance. 

Smiling is also one of the Attributes of Allah, although we are unaware of the nature of it. 

CHAPTER3 

PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"0 you who believe! Endure and be 

more patient. .. " (3:200) 

"And certainly, We shall test you 

with something of fear, hunger, loss of 
wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad 
tidings to As-Sabirun (the patient)." 
(2:155) 

"Only those who are patient shall 
receive their reward in full, without 
reckoning." (39:10) 

"And verily, whosoever shows pa­
tience and forgives, that would truly be 

from the things recommended by 
Allah." (42:43) 
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"Seek help in patience and As-Sa/at 

(the prayer). Truly, Allah is with As­

Sabirun (the patient)." (2:153) 
"And surely, We shall try you till We 

test those who strive hard (for the 
Cause of Allah) and As-Sabirun (the 
patient)" (47:31) 

There are numerous Verses of the 
Noble Qur'an inculcating patience and 
extolling it. 

25. Abu Malik Al-Harith bin Asim 
Al-Ash'ari ~ .ii i ~ J reported that the 
Messenger of Allah ~ said: "Wudu ' is 
half of Sa/ah; the utterance of .ii .4:>J I 

(Al-hamdu lillah - all praise belongs to 
Allah) fills the Scales; the utterance of 

.ii .4:>J IJ .ii i 0 ~ (Allah is far removed 
from every imperfection and all praise 
belongs to Allah) fills the space 
between the heavens and the earth, 
and Sa/at (prayer) is light; and charity 
is the proof of Faith; and endurance is 
light, and the Qur'an is a plea in your 
favour or against you. Every person 
departs; he either ransoms it or puts it 
into perdition." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

J u [\or : . ~ 11J A::'., . ,-::11 ,,,, 
J r-:-- ~...,-~ e 

~~1 ~ t- ~_µ_; ➔ :J~ 
['I"\ :~] ~&&t ~ 
~t;.3 !'. ~I½ ;\11 .j -.:.,½')13 

.:_r. -;,:!WI ~~ ~f ,Y.J - Yo 

Jl; : Jt_; ~ .&1 ~ J ~?½1 r"~ 

, L -;_ , . ~ t I I)) • ~ l)i:;, .& I J .,,.,..,._,, _)~ . ~ r-" _) 
,,. } ,,, ,,. J, 0 

,.)l~I ~ .& ~1.., -0~~1 

j\ - ~~ .& ~l3 .&1 0~3 

~~l-3 
,. _, J, 0 

0l~l3 

1. Piety in all forms is meritorious. And Faith means Faith in its perfect form. Some 

people are of the opinion that here Faith means Sa/at. Purification is essential for Salat 

and this is the reason it is regarded as half of Salat. 

2. Excellence of the remembrance of Allah. 

3. Inducement for concentration on Sa/at because it is a light which provides guidance 

to a Muslim at every step and prevents him from obscenity and unlawful actions. 

4. Sadaqah signifies a Muslim's sincerity and devotion. 
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5. The praiseworthiness of patience. It is a strong weapon of a Muslim which provides 

him with steadfastness. 

6. The Qur'an is a means of salvation as welLas destruction for a Muslim. If one acts 

upon its orders, it becomes a means of his salvation; if he shuns them, it ruins him. 

7. One should not leave oneself idle but keep it busy - busy in some noble work, 

otherwise it would tend to evil which will eventually ruin him. 

8. One should spend this transitory earthly life in the obedience of Allah. 

26. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri u- .t i ._,...;, ) 

reported that certain people of the 

Ansar asked the Messenger of Allah ~ 
and he gave them; then they again 

asked him and he gave them until all 

what he possessed was exhausted. 

Then the Prophet ~ said, "Whatever 

wealth I have, I will not withhold from 

you. Whosoever would be chaste and 

modest; Allah will Is:eep him chaste and 

modest and whosoever would seek 

self-sufficiency, Allah will make him 

self-sufficient; and whosoever would 

be patient, Allah will give him pa­

tience, and no one is granted a gift 

better and more comprehensive than 

patience." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

'!'- -.;,LJ~ '!'- _i;_:. ~ct;\ :_;:, - Yi 

0f : y ,1 \ ~ ) (,,' Jili\ ~Lo­

.&\ J_,....,J 1)L !L.a.;\r1 04 1..:..~ 

-~~t ~)l, ~ -~~t * 
~ ~ J~ -~~ ~ ~ J.;_ 

~~ a;~ ~J -~I 

n1i :'.L;. f ~ f 
-~~II~\ 

Commentary: Besides describing generosity, kindness, munificence and nobility of 

the Prophet :@;, he has been ordained by Allah to adopt patience, contentment and 

self-respect and to avoid anyone's favour. 

27. Abu Yahya Suhaib bin Sinan ._,...;, ) 

= .t i reported that the Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "How wonderful is the 
case of a believer; there is good for him 
in everything and this applies only to a 

believer. If prosperity attends him, he 
expresses gratitude to Allah and that is 

0c · ·-, -·- f · -- rv - , 0 ~ ~ cl; .y J -

.&1 J_,....,J Jt_; : J li ...:..&- -1 1 ~ ) 

~;f 0) ~µ1 ;~ ~ )) :* 
, , , 

~ -;: -- 1 -- -- , -- ,~, 

'Jt ~ ~ ~~ ~J ':'.,;> ._J ;.JS 
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good for him; and if adversity befalls 
him, he endures it patiently and that is 
better for him." [Muslim] 

:1~ ~L.;,t ~µ _j 1;;. ~~ 

. r-1---4 ol3J ((_j I? ~~ ~ 
Commentary: A Muslim is required to behave in poverty and prosperity, affluence 

and hardship, in the manner stated in this Hadith . It means that to forget Allah in 

prosperity, rather than being thankful to Him for His Favour is defiance of His Orders. 

Similarly, it is unbecoming of a Muslim that in troubles and turmoil, rather being 

patient, he tends to weeping and crying, grousing and grieving against the Will of 

Allah. 

28. Anas,:..., 4 1 ~J reported: When 
the last illness of Messenger of Allah 
~ made him unconscious, Fatimah 

~ 41 ~ J exclaimed: "Ah, the distress 
of my dear father." He ~ said, "There 
will be no destress for your father after 
today." When he died she said: "My 
father, Allah has called you back and 

you have responded to His Call. 0 
father! Garden of Firdaus is your 
abode. 0 father! We announce to 
Jibril your death." When he was 
buried, she said: "Are you satisfied 
now that you put earth over (the grave 

of) Messenger of Allah ~ ?" [A/­

Bukhari] 

~ \~; ~~ ~ ~ ~\ ~ 1.:1 
.&1 ,_,;, Lbt_; -.:Jili ~•211 '-:! .-, .) , . ..r"" 

~)) :Jli; .• ~t ~j1_:; :~ 

~ 11i_,;JI ~ ~j ~t ._fa 

G' .:.,t;.t ,.st L : ..;Jt.; ..s~ • .J . . 

i.7"J;~1 ~ ,.st ~ •. ~; 
:ot;;.; ' 1. ' J ,1 .St G •• 1_:;\; u-~ 0 • 

.&1 ~.) ~~ ..;Jt.; _); ~ 
J 

O 
,., o t J Jot, ,., ,;: 

I~ 01 ~I ~lb\ : ~ 

ol .. u ~~1)1 ~ Ji\ J_,...,,.J ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith shows that it is permissible to express the trouble and 

restlessness which one feels at the time of death. Similarly, expression of pain and 

grief in a natural way in the event of someone's death is also permissible. To 

remember the virtues of the deceased is also permitted but it is to be free from 

wailing and moaning, lamentation and crying, and tearing off clothes, etc. The last 

words of Fatimah~ ..ii i ~ J are also a way of expressing grief and sadness and not a 

criticism on the burial of the Prophet ~ because such criticism is prohibited by 
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Shari'ah and no one is exempted from it. 

29. Usamah bin Zaid ~ .&1 ~J 

narrated: The daughter of the Prophet 
~ sent for him as her child was dying, 
but the Prophet ~ returned the 
messenger and sent her good wishes 
saying, "Whatever Allah takes away or 
gives, belongs to Him, and everything 
with Him has a limited fixed term (in 
this world), and so she should be 
patient and anticipate Allah's re­
ward." She again sent for him adjur­
ing him for the sake of Allah to come. 
The Messenger of Allah, accompanied 
with Sa'd bin 'Ubadah, Mu'adh bin 
Jabal, Ubayy bin Ka'b, Zaid bin Thabit 
and some other men went to see her. 
The child was lifted up to the Messen­
ger of Allah while his breath was 
disturbed in his chest. On seeing that, 
the eyes of the Prophet ~ streamed 
with tears. Sa'd said, "O Messenger of 

Allah! What is this?" He replied, "It is 
compassion which Allah has placed in 
the hearts of His slaves, Allah is 
Compassionate only to those among 
His slaves who are compassionate (to 
others)." 

Another version says: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Allah shows 
compassion only to those among His 
slaves who are compassionate." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

0 ~) 0 t d ~) c1,f :; J - " 4-
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,....,. 
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J ~~t '~; ~II ~ 41 J_.,....,.J 
~ti; ";i_;j_; J J ~,;,,, 

I..... 4...-L, J ~~ 

! 41 J_.,....,J ~ : ~ J~ , ~Ci. 

~ L;.J ~~II : J~ ~\_:J, \; 
J-J, ,,,, .,., 

'-:f'--' (( ~~ ~ ';"' _,.Ll '-;!' J L;; 4 I 
, ,, 

~ ~l; ~ ';"' _,..l; '-:f'II : ~\JJ 

1. Gathering of all the relatives is not necessary at the time of someone's death. 
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However, their part1c1pation m the funeral prayer is Mustahab Fard Kifayah (a 

desirable collective duty upon all Muslims; but which is sufficient or equivalent to all 

having performed it if it is performed by only some of them). 

2. The desire of the relatives that at the time of someone's death some pious people 

should be present is quite genuine so that the agonizing process of death is made easy 

by their prayers. 

3. It is lawful that a trustworthy person is made to take an oath and it is essential for 

the trustee to fulfill it as it increases the mutual trust and love. 

4. To shed tears on someone's death, and to advice the relatives of the deceased for 

patience and accountability are permissible acts. 

5. Expression of kindness and love is a gift from Allah and means to gain His 

Compassion, while deprivation from it is callousness. 

30. Suhaib w. .iii ~ _; reported that 
the Messenger of Allah ~ said, "There 

lived a king before you and he had a 

court magician. As he (the magician) 

grew old, he said to the king: 'I have 

grown old, so send me a young boy in 

order to teach him magic.' The king 

sent him a young boy to serve the 

purpose. And on his way (to the 

magician) the young boy met a monk 

to whom he listened to and liked it. It 

became his habit that on his way to the 

magician, he would meet the monk 
and sit there and would come to the 

magician (late). The magician used to 

beat him because of this delay. He 
complained about this to the monk 

who said to him: 'When you feel afraid 
of the magician, say: Members of my 

family detained me. And when you 
fear your family, say: The magician 

detained me.' It so happened that 

there came a huge beast and it 

0l5J -~ 0l5 
:~ Jlj ~ 

.,, 1 ,,.. ,...,,,. _., 

Jl ~) ~ -~~ ?L:JI J1 
?L:JI ,~ -~ ~ l~l :Jli; ~1)1 
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: Jli; , 81 ~ .'.J ~ <J" , . , _, 

,i1 j_.:J1 ?L:JT ~I f _,;JI 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



\I 54 II Riytid-us-Sa1iheen 

blocked the way of the people, and the 

young boy said: 'I will know today 
whether the magician or the monk is 
better.' He picked up a stone and said: 
'O Allah, if the way of the monk is 
dearer to You than the way of the 
magician, bring about death to the 
animal so that the people be able to 
move about freely.' He threw that 
stone at it and killed it and the people 
began to move about freely. He then 
came to the monk and told him the 
story. The monk said: 'Son, today you 
are superior to me. You have come to 
a stage where I feel that you would be 
soon put to a trial, and in case you are 
put to a trial, do not reveal me.' That 

young boy began to heal those born 
blind and the lepers and he, in fact, 
began to cure people from all kinds of 
illnesses. When a courtier of the king 
who had gone blind heard about him, 

he came to him with numerous gifts 
and said, 'If you cure me, all these 

things will be yours.' He said, 'I myself 
do not cure anyone. It is Allah, the 
Exalted, Alone Who cures; and if you 
affirm faith in Allah, I shall also 
supplicate to Allah to cure you.' This 
courtier affirmed his faith in Allah and 
Allah cured him. He came to the king 
and sat by his side as he used to sit 
before. The king said to him, 'Who 
restored your eyesight?' He said, 'My 
Rubb.' Thereupon he said, 'Do you 
have another lord besides me?' He 
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said, 'My Rubb and your Rubb is 
Allah.' So the king kept torturing him 
untill he revealed the young boy. The 
young boy was thus summoned and the 
king said to him, 'O boy, it has been 
conveyed to me that you have become 
so much proficient in your magic that 
you cure the blind and the lepers and 
you do such and such.' Thereupon he 
said, 'I do not cure anyone; it is Allah 
Alone Who cures,' and the king took 
hold of him and began to torture him 
until he revealed of the monk. The 
monk was summoned and it was said to 
him: 'You should turn back from your 
religion.' But he refused. The king sent 
for a saw, placed it in the middle of his 
head and cut him into two parts that 
fell down. Then the courtier of the 
king was brought forward and it was 
said to him: 'Turn back from your 
religion.' He, too, refused, and the saw 
was placed in the midst of his head and 
he was torn into two parts. Then the 

boy was sent for and it was said to him: 
'Turn back from your religion.' He 
refused. The king then handed him 
over to a group of his courtiers, and 
said to them: 'Take him to such and 
such mountain; make him climb up 
that mountain and when you reach its 
peak ask him to renounce his Faith. If 

he refuses to do so, push him to his 
death.' So they took him and made him 
climb up the mountain and he said: 'O 
Allah, save me from them in any way 
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you like,' and the mountain began to 
shake and they all fell down ( dead) and 
that young boy came walking to the 
king. The king said to him, 'What 
happened to your companions?' He 
said, 'Allah has saved me from them.' 

He again handed him to some of his 
courtiers and said: 'Take him and carry 
him in a boat and when you reach the 
middle of the sea, ask him to renounce 
his religion. If he does not renounce 
his religion throw him (into the 
water).' So they took him and he 
said: 'O Allah, save me from them.' 
The boat turned upside down and they 
all drowned except the young boy who 
came walking to the king. The king 
said to him, 'What happened to your 
companions?' He said, 'Allah has 
saved me from them,' and he said to 
the king: 'You cannot kill me until you 
do what I command you to do.' The 
king asked, 'What is that?' He said, 

'Gather all people in one place and tie 
me up to the trunk of a tree, then take 
an arrow from my quiver and say: With 
the Name of Allah, the Rubb of the 
boy; then shoot me. If you do that you 
will be able to kill me.' 'The king called 
the people in an open field and tied 
the young boy to the trunk of a tree. 
He took out an arrow from his quiver, 
fixed in the bow and said, 'With the 
Name of Allah, the Rubb of the young 
boy,' he then shot the arrow and it hit 
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placed his hand upon the temple 

where the arrow had hit him and 

died. The people then said: 'We 

believe in the Rubb of this young 

boy.' The king was told: 'Do you see 
what you were afraid of, by Allah it has 

taken place; all people have believed.' 

The king then commanded that tren­

ches be dug and fire lit in them, and 

said: 'He who would not turn back 

from his (the young boy's) religion, 

throw him in the fire' or 'he would be 

ordered to jump into it.' They did so 

till a woman came with her child. She 

felt hesitant in jumping into the fire. 
The child said to her: 'O mother! 

Endure (this ordeal) for you are on 

the Right Path."' [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

: ;.;w1 ~ 11J).:J.i1113 ~J ~;..;:~1 

~)\,\ : ~ ll~\ll3 ;.:.i\ ::r & 
, '~ , t , , o l ,,. ,,,, ,,, 0 

-!"'J'l\ .j 0_,..i.:.ll : 11 ~_, .1.>-'J \11_, ,j~\.JI 

: L,?\ ll..:.,Lls:;\311 .:i.lj\ llr .?\113 _,r.: ;,J i ;il5 
: '.'" : ~:.: ·II:" .,::11• ,: "\ ;;\ . ~ _, -:..,,.,y . ~= _, . 

1. The most important lesson of this Hadith is that whatever difficulties one has to face 

on the path of Deen, he should endure it with patience and determination; and if 

interest of the Deen requires, one should sacrifice his life for it. 

2. The wonders displayed by righteous people are true. When Allah's Will and 

Wisdom requires, He manifests these wonders through His slaves. 

3. It is a proof of the truth of the Qur'iin that it has retold the great historical event 

like Ashab-ul-Ukhdud which, buried in the dust of ages, had long been forgotten . 

4. It is not possible to explain and interpret the Qur'iin without the help of Ahadith. 

The event of Ashab-ul-Ukhdud mentioned in the Qur'iin is an instance in point. It is 

the Hadith that has brought into light the details of the event and clarified its 

ambiguity. 

5. Such incidents are a source of strength for the faith of true believers. 
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31. Anas = .iii ~ J reported: The 
Prophet ~ passed by a woman who 
was crying over a grave and said, "Fear 

Allah and be patient." She said, "Away 

from me! My calamity has not befallen 

you and you are not aware of it." The 

woman was later told that it was the 

Prophet ~ (who had advised her). She 
came to his door where she found no 

doorkeeper. She said, "(I am sorry) I 

did not know you." Messenger of Allah 

~ said, "Patience is (becoming) only 

at the first (stroke) of grief." [Al­

Bukharf and Muslim] 

Another narration in Muslim says: 

The woman was crying over her son. 
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Commentary: This Hadith indicates the excellence of the Prophet's character. The 

woman whom he advised to have patience did not behave properly, but the Prophet ~ 

was neither annoyed nor did he reproach her. When she appeared before him for the 

second time, he again repeated his advice for patience. This Hadith has a great lesson 

for those who call people to the Right Path. Our scholars and preachers should follow 

this excellent example. 

32. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: The Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Allah, the Exalted, says: 'I have 

no reward other than Jannah for a 
believing slave of Mine who remains 

patient for My sake when I take away 
his beloved one from among the 

inhabitants of the world."' [Al-Bukhari] 

~ Ji I (ji' J ~ ;.; --1;i :J Jn 
Ji\ J~n : Ju ~ Ji\ j_,.:.,J ~1 
LS~ ~µ1 LS~ t; : J~ - , -
~1 ~ ~~g:. ,~ '.:.) bl ti~ 

Commentary: Child, wife and parents, etc., are the dearest people to everyone. It is a 

great sign of Faith to accept their death as the Will of Allah, to bear their loss with 

patience. Wailing and saying nonsense things show weakness of Faith. The reward of 

patience on such tragedies islannah while the result of impatience is displeasure of Allah. 
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33. 'Aishah \.p .&1 ~ J reported: I 
asked the Messenger of Allah ~ about 

pestilence and he said, "It is a punish­

ment which Allah sends upon whom­

soever He wills, but Allah has made it 

as a mercy to the believers. Anyone 

who remains in a town which is 

plagued with pestilence maintaining 

patience expecting the reward from 

Allah, and knowing that nothing will 

befall him other than what Allah has 
foreordained for him, he would receive 

a reward of Shaheed." 

[Al-Bukhari] 

J ~ .&1 J_?~ -:JL 
L_l.li 0l5 ;J ~-- '. Ll ..r.> 

, t~ ~ _};, Jt_;.; 

Commentary: To endure patiently in a city where one resides when it is affected by 

plague or such other epidemics, and not to flee from it, elevates a Muslim to the level 

of Shahadah in the way of Allah, as is the case in certain other circumstances, like 

death by drowning or in maternity, etc. This order is based on the consideration that 

the epidemic should not spread to other cities. On the other hand, residents of other 

cities are ordered to refrain from visiting the affected city. The Hadfth clearly shows. 

that it does not go against faith in Allah to take steps necessary for prevention and 

cure. Similarly, patience in the event of sickness is a proof of one's perfect faith in the 

Will of Allah. 

34. Anas ~ .& I ~ J said: I heard the 
Messenger of Allah ~ saying, "Allah, 
the Glorious and Exalted said: 'When I 

afflict my slave in his two dear things 

(i.e., his eyes), and he endures patient­
ly, I shall compensate him for them 

with Jannah."' [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: Blindness is the greatest deprivation in the world and Allah grants its 

reward according to His Pleasure. For this reason patience in this case is highly 

meritorious. Its reward is Jannah provided the blind is enormously rich in Faith. 
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35. 'Ata' bin Abu Rabah reported: 

lbn 'Abbas y .ii 1 '-F"'.) asked him 
whether he would like that he should 
show him a woman who is from the 
people Jannah. When he replied that 
he certainly would, he said, "This black 

woman, who came to the Prophet ~ 
and said, 'I suffer from epilepsy and 
during fits my body is exposed, so 

make supplication to Allah for me.' He 
(~ ) replied, 'If you wish you endure it 
patiently and you be rewarded with 
Jannah, or if you wish, I shall make 
supplication to Allah to cure you? ' She 

said, 'I shall endure it.' Then she 
added: 'But my body is exposed, so 
pray to Allah that it may not happen.' 
He (Prophet ~ ) then supplicated for 
her." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ , , ., .,... ,... 

Jb) -~1 Jl : -:.Jli; ~ ~1 

: JI_; J JL.u ..iii ~\_; ,:Q ~~1 
0~~ , t;.l\ ~ - ,, , ...::J_.; 0\ ll ~ , .) ~r-4' , , 0 

11-.;.9~ 01 JtS0 ..iii ..:.;_,i-; ,: ~; 

Jt :~Li.; -~1 :~Li.; 
, , - ~•,~-~\ , 1 ,, , , , ,, ~ _ :. .:.i1 ~1 (}u -~1 

-~ ~ . ~ ~.Jj 

Commentary: While continuing medical treatment, one should not ignore his 

prayer to Allah because both have importance and utility of their own. 

36. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~ .ii i '-F"' .) 
reported: I can still recall as if I am 
seeing the Messenger of Allah ~ 
resembling one of the Prophets whose 
people scourged him and shed his 
blood, while he wiped blood from his 
face, he said: "O Allah! Forgive my 
people, because they certainly do not 
know." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

,, ,.. J o,C 

~ ~ ~ 41 ~_,.:,,) Ji ~ 1 

~)I.:._, ;u1 ..:.;\)_.;, •tl;}\r1 ~ 
_,;_, ~y;t ~_;.; ~~ ,

1
·, §:L=-

Commentary: It mentions the refined character and compassion of the Prophets 

which has an important lesson for those who preach righteousness. They should be 
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always prepared to face hardships involved in inviting people to the right path and, 

instead of retaliation, forgive their audience and pray for their guidance. These noble 

qualities are extremely important for those who are devoted to preach religion. 

37. Abu Sa'id and Abu Hurairah 

~..iii~; reported that the Prophet 
~ said, "Never a believer is stricken 
with a discomfort, an illness, an 

anxiety, a grief or mental worry or 
even the pricking of a thorn but Allah 
will expiate his sins on account of his 
patience." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ ) i;} ~ly 0 ~f d'J - Y'V 

~ II :J\,; ~ ~\ </ y ,ili \ 

'JJ· ~ '. ~ I ' ~ i1 ~ ; ~ r:--- . ---
:s;i -I:, f:;- -I:, ~ -I:, ~J , 

.;; ,. ,,, .,.. :;;; ,.., "' ,.,. .,.. 

'l/11 : <~45°•1\ ::· , ·· 'l/ ' ~ -r- _ _ ..,......, ~ r J 

. ~ ~ ((~~ lk;. ~ ~ <Ill\ )s 
, ' " i\ • 11 ' ' - i\11' ·er..,-, . ~Y J 

Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the special Grace and Mercy of Allah for the 
Muslims. It relates how Allah turns the hardships and troubles suffered by a Muslim 
into a means of expiation for his sins. But thjs is only possible if the believer exercises 
patience. However, if he starts wailing instead of showing patience then beside 
suffering hardships, he would be deprived of the reward which lies in bearing them 
patiently. Thus, he shall have to take the burden of additional sins also. 

38. Ibn Mas'ud.;... ..ii i ~ ; reported: I 
visited the Prophet ~ when he was 
suffering fever. I said, "You seem to be 

suffering greatly, 0 Messenger of 
Allah." The Prophet ~ replied, "Yes, 
I suffer as much as two persons." I 
said, "Is that because you have a 
double reward?" He replied that that 
was so and then said, "No Muslim is 
afflicted by a harm, be it the pricking 
of a thorn or something more (painful 
than that), but Allah thereby causes his 
sins to fall away just as a tree sheds its 
leaves." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

. .;_;.i I : ~ J , .;_;.i I ~ : 11 $) \ 11 J 

Commentary: Prophets have to face more than ordinary troubles and for that 
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reason their reward to bear them is also increased. Thus, the excess of hardships and 

grief is a sign of perfect Faith and not a sign of Allah's displeasure. 

39. Abu Hurairah -....:,_;;. .&1 ~ ) 

reported that the Messenger of Allah 

~ said, "He whom Allah intends good, 
He makes him to suffer from some 
affliction." [Al-Bukhari] 

~ .&1 '-?"'J ~;; <./;f :_;.:, -f°i 

~;_ ~)) ~ .&1 J_,-.-,J JL; :Jt.; 

, ' ' , I' ' , '" I 
o I J J : II ~ ~ ..,.-::->- ~ .w 

~L..;aj \ ,~ : (( ~ )) 1_,i.;;:, · l_? ) ~ \ 

-~ ;_s:, 
Commentary: · Troubles of this world like grief, calamity, disease, poverty, loss of 

life and property, etc., have a benign aspect for a Muslim in the sense that on account 

of them he turns towards Allah and begs mercy and compassion from Him because of 

which his sins are forgiven . Thus, in these troubles there is a blessing for him in the 

Hereafter. 

40. Anas ~ .ii i ~ J reported that the 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Let not 
one of you wish for death because of a 
misfortune which befalls him. If he 
cannot help doing so, he should say, 'O 
Allah, keep me alive as long as You 
know that life is better for me, and 

make me die when death is better for 
me."' [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

, , 

:~ .&1 J_,..:J JL; 

~ 0µ1 r5_;_;.1 
~II : ~)~ ~lj ~ 'i 0l5 

J I": ;WI ~lS t; . 'I 
_, ~ ~ 

\sd 1:,;;. h1)1 s,ilS' bl ;;) 
-~~ 

Commentary: Since man has no knowledge of his future, whether it is good or bad, 

so one should never desire for one's own death in consequence of frustration created 

by troubles and turmoil for two reasons. Firstly, desire for death is sheer impatience. 

Secondly, it is quite possible that remaining part of his life may be good for his 

religious and worldly life. So, it is prohibited to desire death. It is, however, 

permissible to desire for Shahiidah or death in Makkah or Al-Madinah but it is a 

subject quite different from the one under discussion. However, if one has to express 

wish for his own death, he should do so in the words quoted in the Hadfth concerned. 
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41. Khabbab bin Al-Aratt ;.;.s, .wl ~_; 
reported: We complained to the 
Messenger of Allah ~ regarding the 
persecution inflicted upon us by the 

disbelievers while he was lying in_t~e­
shade of the Ka'bah, having made a 
pillow of his cloak. We submitted: 

"Why do you not supplicate for O_l!E 

prevalence (over the opponents)?" He 

~ replied, "Among those people 
before you, a man would be seized 

and held in a pit dug for him in the 
ground and he would be sawed iiilo 
two halves from his head, and his flesh 

J , , 
~ _, 0 • 0 , 

.J -~ 
,,, \ > 0 ,... : , 

torn away from his bones with an iron ~~ ~:1 ~ ~ , ~.:; ~ u J:, 

comb; but, in spite of this, he would , ,.;._, 
1 1 

~, 'i,
1 
~~ ~ , , , , , 

- <. l .u. "-..U • • 4l.l I ',.;._,:, . ~ 
not wean away from his Faith. By ..r° ,. , J ,,., v 

Allah, Allah will bring this matter to its Jt ;~ ~ ~\~\ ~ J;_ 
consummation until a rider will travel 
from San'a' to Hadramout fearing 
none except Allah, and except the 

wolf for his sheep, but you are in too 
much of a hurry." [Al-Bukhari] 

Another narration is: He (~ ) had 

placed his cloak under his head and we 
had been tortured by the polytheists. 

Commentary: 

1. Difficulties in the path of Faith do not come in any particular period. People 

devoted to their Deen have passed through trials and tribulations everywhere and in 

every age and have emerged purified as does the gold after passing through the 

furnace . So, it is unbecoming for a Muslim to be disturbed by hardships. 

2. The glad tidings about domination of religion and peace and security were given in 

the early period of Islam which were subsequently witnessed by the people. Even now 

wherever Islam is practised in true sense, peace and security are distinctive features of 

the system of that country. 
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42. Ibn Mas'ud ..:...- ..ii i ~ J reported: 
After the battle of Hunain, Messenger 
of Allah ~ favoured some people in 
the distribution of spoils (for consola­
tion). He gave Al-Agra' bin Ha.bis and 
'Uyainah bin Hisn a hundred camels 
each and showed favour also to some 
more honourable persons among the 
Arabs. Someone said: "This division is 

not based on justice and it was not 
intended to win the Pleasure of Allah." 
I said to myself: "By Allah! I will 

inform Messenger of Allah ~ of this." 
I went to him and informed him. His 
face became red and he said, "Who 
will do justice if Allah and His 
Messenger do not?" Then he said, 
"May Allah have mercy on (Prophet) 

Musa (Moses); he was caused more 
distress than this but he remained 
patient." Having heard this I said to 
myself: "I shall never convey anything 
of this kind to him in future. " 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ .&1 ~) ::~ 0 1 .;:; - tr 
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Commentary: This Hadith leads to the conclusion that the leader of the people or 

the caliph has a right, if situation demands, to give to the new Muslims and other 

influential and respectable people of the society more than others for their satisfaction 

and encouragement. The man who raised objection on the distribution of booty by the 

Prophet ~ was a hypocrite. Devout Muslims could never think that the Prophet ~ 

could be unjust to anyone. This incident also goes to prove that the Prophet ~ also 

felt as much as others did, the things which infuriated or pleased others, because he 

I 
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was a man and not a superhuman being. 

43. Anas oJ- .ii i ~ J reported that the 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When 

Allah intends good for His slave, He 

punishes him in this world, but when 

He intends an evil for His slave, He 

does not hasten to take him to task but 

calls him to account on the Day of 

Resurrection." [At-Tirmidhf] 

:Jli ..;;, .& 1 
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Commentary: This Hadfth shows that, for a Muslim, trials are also a blessing in this 

world because his sins are forgiven in proportion to the trials he has to face and his 

reward is increased with the Will of Allah. Thus, a Muslim should always be patient 

and contented in the event of trial because without these qualities he will not have the 

privilege associated with them. In fact, his impatience would increase his sins even 

further. 

44. Anas oJ- .ii I ~ J reported: One of : J li ~ .& I Cs--i' J _;\ :;. _:; - t t . , 

the sons of Abu Talhah oJ- ..il l ~ J was S 41 ~-,- J ;.;:_ t1 i.,f._.½ :'.,.;I Zil.5 
ailing. Abu Talhah went out and the 

boy died in his absence. When he came 

back, he inquired, "How is the boy?" 

Umm Sulaim, the mother of the boy, 

replied, "Better than before." Then 

she placed his evening meal before him 

and he ate it; and thereafter slept with 

her. At last, she said to him: "Arrange 

for the burial of the boy." In the 

~ _;f cj-J Q; ,~I 

;( 0J ~ ;( -:.J~ ~.;:1 ~ ~ :J~ 
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morning, Abu Talhah went to Messen­
ger of Allah ~ and informed him of 
the event. He enquired, "Did you sleep 
together last night?" Abu Talhah 
replied in the affirmative, on which 

the Prophet ~ supplicated, "O Allah 
bless them." Thereafter, she gave birth 
to a boy. Abu Talhah said to me: 
"Take up the boy and carry him to the 
Prophet ~;" and he sent some dates 
with him. The Prophet ~ enquired, "Is 
there anything with him?" He said; 

"Yes, some dates." The Prophet ~ 
took a date, chewed it and put it in the 

mouth of the baby and rubbed the 
chewed date around the baby's gum 
and named him 'Abdullah. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

The narration in Bukhiiri adds: lbn 
'Uyainah relates that a man from the 
Ansiir told him that he had seen nine 
sons of this 'Abdullah, every one of 
whom had committed the Noble 
Qur'an to memory. 

The narration of Muslim says: The 

son of Abu Talhah .:.s- .ii 1 ~ .J who was 
born of Umm Sulaim died. She (Umm 
Sulaim) said to the members of the 
family: "Do not tell Abu Talhah about 
his son until I mention it to him myself." 
Abu Talhah came (home) and she gave 
him supper. He ate and drank. She then 
beautified herself the best way she ever 
did and he slept with her. When she saw 
that he was satisfied after sexual inter­
course with her, she said, "O Abu 
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Talhah! If some people borrow some­

thing from another family and then (the 

members of the family) ask for its 

return, would they refuse to give it 

back to them." He said, "No." She 

said, "Then hope reward for your son." 

Abu Talhah got angry, and said; "You 

left me uninformed until I stained 

myself (with sexual intercourse) and 

then you told me about my son." He 

went to Messenger of Allah ~ and 
informed him about the matter. There­

upon Messenger of Allah ~ said, "May 

Allah bless the night you spent to­

gether!" He (the narrator) said: She 

conceived. (One day) Messenger of 

Allah ~ was in the course of a 

journey and she was along with him. 

When Messenger of Allah ~ used to 

come back to Al-Madinah from a 

journey, he would not enter it ( during 

the night). When the people came near 

Al-Madinah, she felt labour pains. He 

(Abu Talhah) remained with her and 

Messenger of Allah ~ proceeded on. 
Abu Talhah said: "O Rubb, You know 

that I love to go along with Messenger 
of Allah ~ when he goes out and enter 

along with him when he enters, and I 
have been detained as You see." Umm 
Sulaim then said: "O Abu Talhah, I do 

not feel (so much pain) as I was feeling 

earlier, so we better proceed on. So we 

proc~eded on and she felt the labour of 
delivery as they reached (Al-Madinah). 

She gave birth to a male child. My 
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mother said to me: "O Anas, none 

should suckle him until you go to 
Messenger of Allah ~ tomorrow 
morning." The next morning I carried 

the baby with me to Messenger of Allah 
~ , and narrated the rest of the story. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith has many lessons for our social life. For instance: 

1. The character of a woman of great patience and gratitude is mentioned here. In 

spite of the death of her child she neither wept and cried nor did she moan and mourn. 

She was patient to the extent that when her husband came home she looked after all 

his needs like a loving and obedient wife does and then broke the sad news of the 

death of their child in a noble manner. Thus, this Hadith holds the lesson that it is the 

foremost duty of a wife that she should serve her husband well and provide comfort 

and peace of mind to him. 

2. It is meritorious for a wife to beautify herself at home for her husband. 

3. One who in his trouble is contented with the Will of Allah, certainly gets a reward 

for it from Him. 

4. Women can also take part with men in Jihad and within the prescribed limits render 

to MujiihidCm (warriors in the cause of religion) the services such as dressing of the 

wounded, welfare of the patients, supply of food, etc. 

45. Abu Hurairah ,__;,__., .& 1 cr"'J 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The strong man is not one who is 
good at wrestling, but the strong man is 

one who controls himself in a fit of 
rage." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

41 J_,....J 

-~~~ 
,, _.. _., 0 ,...0 J o,... 

. ~ -· . II~\ ~ ....:.,i; - r...'""'-" . / 

Commentary: This Hadith instructs oneself to keep in control in order to overcome 

his rage. 

46. Sulaiman bin Surad ~ 4li I ~ J 

reported: I was sitting with the Prophet 
41 ~~ ~~ .). ~1~:I ' . :_;:, -t 'i 

-~ ~\ 23 L::.l~ .~ '.5 :J li .;_;, 
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~ when two men began to quarrel and 
curse each other and the face of one of 
them turned red and the veins of his 

neck were swollen (from rage). Mes­
senger of Allah ~ said, "I know of a 
word, if he were to utter that, his rage 
would vanish and that is: A 'udhu billfihi 

minash-Shaitfin nir-rajfm (I seek refuge 
with Allah from Satan, the accursed)." 
So they (Companions) said to him: 
"The Prophet ~ tells you to utter: 'I 
seek refuge with Allah from Satan, the 
accursed."' [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

.~1;_;1 ~I_, ,~_, ~\ 
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Commentary: In the event of rage if a person becomes conscious that what he is 

feeling is a suggestion from Satan, he should prevent himself from it; this 

consciousness is the best remedy to overcome the rage. Those who are easily 

infuriated could make use of this prescription. 

47. Mu'adh bin Anas ,.:J, .iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
one who suppresses anger and has the 
power to give effect to it, will be called 
out by Allah, the Exalted, to the 
forefront of the creatures on the Day 
of Resurrection and he will be asked to 
choose any of the virgins (Hur) of his 
liking." [Abu Dfiwud and At-Tinnidhf] 

~ .& 1 ~) ~f 0 )~ :.F, - tV 

,U4 ~ ~)) :J~ ~~\:it 

..iii ~~; -~~ ~\ J;, :~~ ;_, 
U"JJ~ ~ u-11_;_;_, ~~ 
, ,,,:, ., _,, ,_;\ , ,, ,1 : i1 
~ 0 ~ ,._;:- o/' ~ i Y- -?, _)I><..) 

,;Ji; ;1 ~1JJ ((~G ~ ~1 J_,;J1 
, , 

Commentary: The word 'Hur' is the plural of 'Haura', an extremely beautiful 

woman of fair complexion. The word "Ein' is the plural of "Aina', woman with large 

eyes. Both the words stand for the most beautiful women who will be awarded to 

Muslims in Jannah . This Hadfth mentions the distinction and reward of self-control of 

a man who, in spite of being powerful and having the means to avenge, suppresses his 

rage and does not exercise his power. 
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48. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: A man asked the Prophet 
~ for an advice and he ~ said, "Do 
not get angry." The man repeated that 
several times and he replied, "Do not 
get angry." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

,~ .&1 ~ 'j ~;.; -1;1 :}-3 - tt\ 

-~j1 :~ 8 Jli i,;.'j ~1 

'\~\~ ;;) !!~ ')n : JL; 
· L;?JWI ol_u !! ~ ')n : JI_; 

1. Rage which is declared objectionable is the one which concerns worldly affairs but 

that which is for Allah and His religion, that is to say, which occurs on the violation of 

the Injunctions of Allah, is meritorious and essential. 

2. Anyone who gets furious quickly should be advised again and again to control his 

anger so that he becomes conscious of this weakness and tries to overcome it. 

3. Rage is a means of fulfillment of satanic aims; so it is a great evil and people are 

advised to make every effort to prevent themselves from this satanic device. 

49. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A Muslim, male or female, continues 
to remain under trial in respect of his 
life, property and offspring until he 
faces Allah, the Exalted, with no sin 
record. " [At-Tirmidhi] 

~ .&1 ~ ) ~;.; -1;1 :;.:, - t°i 
., ., ..... ,... 

J1;. ~)):~ ..iii J_?J JI_; :Jli 

~ J ~Jj1_-; ~Jj½ ti;JI 
J~ ...t1 A ;.;_ ~~_-; ~+J_,_, 
: JL;_., . ~-½_?I ~l3'j 11!•_~_: ~ ~J 

,, ,Jo ,,. ,, 

-~ ,:_;---> ...:,_,...L> 
Commentary: We come to know from this Hadith that Muslims are special targets 

of trials, but a redeeming feature of these trials is that Muslims' sins are pardoned 

through them provided they remain firm in their Faith and patience. 

SO. lbn 'Abbas L.+-,- .ii i ~ J reported: 
'Uyainah bin Hisn came to Al-Madi­
nah and stayed with his nephew Hurr 
bin Qais who was among those whom 

Umar ~ .ii i ~ J showed favour to. The 
knowledgeable people (Qurra ' ), 

whether they were old or young, had 
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the privilege of joining Umar's council 

and he used to consult them. 'Uyainah 
said to Hurr: "My nephew, the Leader 
of the Believers shows favour to you. 
Will you obtain permission for me to 
sit with him?" Hurr asked 'Umar and 
he accorded permission. When 'Uyai­
nah came into the presence of 'Umar, 

he addressed him thus: "O son of 
Khattab, you neither bestow much on 

us nor deal with us justly." 'Umar ~ J 

-:.s- .iii got angry and was about to beat 
him up when Hurr said: "O Leader of 
the Believers, Allah said to His 

Prophet ~ : 'Show forgiveness, enjoin 
what is good, and turn away from the 
foolish (i.e ., don't punish them). ' 

(7:199) This one is from the ignor­
ants. When Hurr recited this, 'Umar 
became quite motionless in his seat. 
He always adhered strictly to the Book 
of Allah. [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

,,, .,,, t ,,.,. -;$,, 
, Llt;.;, jl l__,;1.5 '}* 
!~\Ji~ :~i i'j 

:Ju y_; i~ 

I ' I " \': 1 ,t : i1 
\.A -~ y · --:--'l...l:2.>..J 

-~l;j½ G ~ 'I:, 

z.:i Jt_; Jt_;; 41 _ 0i !c,2;.:i1 
~ •r✓ •:>.it ,),✓ 'ri1 . ~ )._ · .jl~ 

d'/'IJ Yv""' ~ v~ ->""' +>- r • ~ 

0G [\C.C. : ._j\f~ I] ~~ d' ,... ,,,,,.. ,,,.. 

~ :- \;.. ~ 41 - , : 1 .. w1 : 1~ .JJ . , J ~ . ~ 

.w- ~~J 0l53 , ~-;(; ~ ';.l 

. (,?)~\ o\JJ . Jt_;; 4\ ...__.,l:5 

1. In this Hadith, the word 'Qurra ' does not stand for the kind of the 'Qurra ' (reciters) 

of the present age who are only professional in the art of reciting the Qur'an and have 

a melodious voice, but what it really meant was the class of scholars who were well­

versed in its meanings and implications and who could thoroughly distinguish between 

the lawful and the unlawful, fair and foul. Such men used to be the companions of the 

early noble caliphs. It leads to the conclusion that rulers should choose their advisors 

from religious scholars and not from those who are given to the world and whose sole 

aim in life is to amass wealth rather than care about the welfare of the people and 

whose advice is based on selfish motives and vested interests. 

2. Since scholarship and piousness are the foremost qualifications for counsellors and 
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advisors, there is no restriction of age for them. 

3. The ruler should always be very considerate and tolerant. 

4. The ruler should never hesitate from accepting truth and righteousness. 

51. lbn Mas'ud -:.s- .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "You will 
see after me favouritism and things 
which you will disapprove of." They 
submitted: "What do you order us to 
do (under such circumstances)?" He 
replied, "Discharge your obligations 
and ask your rights from Allah." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ .{ii\ :ri'J ;;.,:.; c;_:.1 ✓J -0' 
J , ,,,. ;:;; ,,. :;; t 

0 yS2,, ~ tn : J Li ~ 4 I J _,..... J 0 I 

½?+JI :;._;j1 ~J~~ 
J,,... ,,,. 't ,,. 

((~ L?.UI 4lll 0)\..:.;J 

Commentary: This Hadith tells that if you have rulers who deny your rights and give 

themselves and their relatives preference over you then patience is a better recourse. 

Rather than revolting against them, you should seek pardon and forgiveness from 

Allah and pray for His Protection against the mischief and tyranny of the rulers 

provided they do not show outright disbelief. 

52. Usaid bin Hudhair -:.s- .iii ~ ) 

reported that a person from among the 
Ansar said, "O Messenger of Allah! 
You appointed such and such person 

and why do you not appoint me?" 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "After me 
you will see others given preference to 
you, but you should remain patient till 
you meet me at the Haud (Al-Kauthar 

in Jannah )." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

•·., • :_•.t1 '1 ••• o"' 
~ 0 ~ ~ ~ <f') - l 

: Jli "'~\r1 ~ ~ ) ~f ~ .{ii \ :ri'J 
_., J ,,, t ,,,. 

W' ~ '11 !.&I J.,...J ~ 
0 J ;:;; ,.. .,.. ,,, ,,, , 0 

~ tn : J Lo \_; ")u , ~ I ~ : ~ '. I 

J;_ 1_,~L; -~)f ½?~ ~~~i>, 
-~~ (( ~_;;Ji J;- _;_µt 

Commentary: . ~j 

1. The prophecy of the Prophet ~ came true, which is a miracle as well as an evidence 
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of his truthfulness. 

7- The Haud (pond) mentioned here is Haud Al-Kauthar which is granted to the 

Prophet :i! in Jannah or in the field where people will be assembled on the Day of 

Resurrection. There he will offer his followers cups of pure drink with his own hands. 

It will be such that one who would take it will never feel thirst again. 

3. Demand for an office is not a pleasant quality. It is, therefore, prohibited to give 

office to a person who demands it. It is, however, permissible only in case a person 

feels that he is more competent than others and there is no one else in view who is 

more intelligent, capable and pious. 

53. 'Abdullah bin Abu Aufa .:ii i ~ J 

~ reported: The Messenger of Allah 
~ at one time when he confronted the 
enemy, and was waiting for the sun to 
set, stood up and said, "O people! Do 
not long for encountering the enemy 
and supplicate to Allah to grant you 
security. But when you face the enemy, 
show patience and steadfastness; and 
keep it in mind that Jannah lies under 
the shade of the swords." Then he 

invoked Allah, saying, "O Allah, 
Revealer of the Book, Disperser of 
the clouds, Defeater of the Confeder­
ates, put our enemy to rout and help us 
in over-powering them." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

~1 c! ,lJ\ ~ ~l;l ~1 ~J -Of 

.fill JyJ 0i : 1~+:'" 41 ~J Jy1 

-i ~ 
-~Ll1 

! ✓ Lll ,. 
1) L:, 13 

1. Although great stress has been laid on full preparation and readiness for Jihad, it is 

prohibited to wish for war with enemy. 

2. Patience is a great weapon of a Muslim. In the context of Jihad, it means 

steadfastness, fortitude and fearlessness of death in the battlefield. 

3. Muslims are ordained not to rely entirely on weapons, material resources and their 

military prowess. They are advised to pray to Allah for victory over their enemy. 
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L'====T=~=:n=H=Fu=~=:=E=
4

s=s===='JI L'::11 ===,.j=· ·=, =a=ll=....,=: =L'=. -=t==::::::'.JI I 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"0 you who believe! Be afraid of 
Allah, and be with those who are true 
(in words and deeds)." (9:119) 

" ... the men and women who are 
truthful (in their speech and 
deeds) ... " (33:35) 

" ... then if they had been true to 
Allah, it would have been better for 
them." (47:21) 

54. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Truth 
leads to piety and piety leads to 
Jannah. A man persists in speaking 
the truth till he is enrolled with Allah 
as a truthful. Falsehood leads to vice 

and vice leads to the Fire (Hell), and a 
person persists on telling lies until he is 
enrolled as a liar." 

[ Agreed upon] 

,,( / / , ,, ,, • > '(':::' /, • > ~-
: ~_,.:J I] "<'.~~\ e ~Y.J ~\ l_,i.;I 

~;';.Jt), : ~L,._; J UJ [\\" 

J U J [\"'O : .....,\ ~ ' \11] ,,(c:.i.~t . .r-> "<'. ,,, / 

f;. 0~ ~ i;,x::::; ffi), : __.lt;; 

>• , !._ ~, I 
)y;<-"-' 

. ['\'\ :~] ~~ 

0µ-~~-11~~ 
0,IJ' !._ ~ii J,1 ,, . , l y;<-"-' " '-? ¾ 

0µ -/~JI u-1l '-?¼ 

11l:1JS 41 ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

-~~ 
Commentary: Siddiq (veracious) and Kadhdhab (liar) both are adjectives of 

intensive degree. That is to say, the words stand respectively for someone whose truth 

has become his second nature; and in the opposite case, one is a liar who is in the habit 

of telling lies. As one acquires a reputation in this world for his good or bad deeds 

similar is his position before Allah. One who is ranked among the truthful with Him is 

entitled to reward, and if one is a liar, he has to suffer retribution for it. This Hadith 

provides incentive for truthfulness because it is a source of every good deed and 
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contains a warning against lying as it gives rise to all kinds of mischief. 

55. Hasan bin 'Ali~ .ii i '-?" .J said: I 
remember (these words) from Messen­
ger of Allah ~ : "Give up what is 
doubtful to you for that which is not 
doubtful; for truth is peace of mind 

and falsehood is doubt." [At-Tinnidhf] 

~\ ;:;.: <./;f :.J :.;~1 - 00 

! ''.'.; ' I ., ...J\1 \ · ', 1; ' 
' ----- "-1) ~) ' ; , <./; <J. ~ <J. 

: ~ '41l I J y .J ~ , ~ 1_~;. : J Li 

•. ; I' ' ,r I' J,\ ; I' ' I ' 
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' ~J. 1 IA 
O 

~..T- v, t:)) 
.,, ,,. 0 ,,. g ,. ..... 0 :; .,, 

11..;_-! ~+sJIJ ,½W:> J~\ 0p 

,, , - , ; ·. ,;,j 
\ ~ J ~\.,JI -r:". .J-" H.!.L,/1 ".r 

Jt j~\J '~ </ l0i Lo !l;1 :;s.;_:; 

-~l0i\'\; 

Commentary: This Hadfth leads us to the conclusion that one must always avoid 

doubtful things so that he does not do anything unlawful. This message is repeated in 

another Hadith which says that he who has saved himself from doubts has in fact saved 

his Faith and honour. 

56. Abu Sufyan -:.s- .iii '-?" .J reported, 
in course of his detailed narration 
about Heraclius when the latter ques­
tioned him about the teachings of the 

Prophet ~- He said that he (~ ) told 
(us): "Worship Allah Alone and do not 
associate a thing with Him; and give up 
all that your ancestors said. " He also 
commands us to perform Sa/at 

(prayers), to speak the truth, to 
observe modesty and to strengthen 
the ties of kinship. [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

·' '. , ~Li:- f : , : ~~\ - Oi c! ~ . <./; ✓ . 

0),J1 ~~ c) ,~ .iii ~ J '';'? 

l~w : '1; - Jli , '1; - ;;__;,_; · c..r~ c..r~ , , cl, 

't J L; - ~~ ~ ':I\ Y. ~ '--:?;"' 
, , 

41il \J~\ 11 : J~ 

l_,5)1J , ~ ~ l_,5? '}J ~.:;_;.J 
, ;; ~ L ~ 't, , :_ ~ { LT J !, L:, , . ..,,. _J ,J . yi.,_ 

j...:. 11~\ j,,]\J , ~~IJ , ~~IJ 

-~ 

Commentary: In this Hadith an enemy of the Prophet ~ acknowledges the veracity 

of the Prophet's teaching, because Abu Sufyiin ..:.s- ..iii~_; made this admission when he 
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was a pagan. This Hadfth is mentioned in detail in Sahih Al-Bukhari. 

57. Abu Thabit from Sahl bin 
Hunaif ;.;.., <JJ I ~ .J said: The Prophet 
~ said, "He who asks Allah for 
martyrdom, Allah will raise him to 
the high status of the martyrs, even if 

he dies on his bed." [Muslim] 

: '1; ' ,..::...., G I'.' : ' 1°11 -OV 
~ J - . ~ ,f Ci / 

0 ~ ,~j.11 ~i :~J '~) 

'.<lll JL ~ )) : J t_; ' ~ ,_)JI 
>.,,.,, 0 .,,. ::; 

.<lll ~ 13..L..a., 0;4-:-11 •J~ . .,, ,, ;, 

~ 0~ ~;J , ~1.:i+~ 11 J~G 
. r1-4 o\J J (( ~\j 

Commentary: This Hadfth highlights the merit and importance of sincere intention 

which in fact is so great that by virtue of it Allah raises a person's status to that of a 

martyr. On the contrary, persons of foul intention will be consigned to Hell by Allah 

even if they die in Jihad. 

58. Abu Hurairah ......:._s- <JJ I ~ _; 

reported that the Messenger of Allah 
~ said, "One of the earlier Prophets 
who was out on an expedition pro­
claimed among his people that no man 
should follow him who had married a 
woman with whom he wished to 

cohabit but had not yet done so, or 
who had built houses on which he had 
not yet put the roofs, or who had 
bought sheep or pregnant she-camels 
and was expecting them to produce 
young. He, then, went on the expedi­
tion and approached the town at the 
time of the 'Asr prayer or little before 
it. He then told the sun that both it and 
he were under command and prayed 
Allah to hold it back for them, so it was 
held back till Allah gave him victory. 

~ J , ~;; ~ \ :}- :~WI -OA 

1).11 :~ .ii i J y J J L; :J L; .~ .iii 

~)L:._, ~I -:.ii)_.;:, ~t;/~1 ~ ~ 
~l ~ ' : "!' '} : ._. ' ': I J ~ : , 'I.:. r..r- J ~ ,,r, (T--
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He collected the spoils and it (meaning 
fire) came to devour these, but did not. 

He said that among the people there 
was a man who stole from the booty. 
He told them that a man from every 
tribe must swear allegiance to him, and 
when a man's hand stuck to his, he 
said: "There is thief among you and 
every individual of your tribe must 
swear allegiance to me." (In course of 
swearing of allegiance,) hands of two 

or three persons stuck to his hand. He 
said: "The thief is among you." They 
brought him a head of gold like a cow's 
head and when he laid it down, the fire 

came and devoured the spoils. Spoils 
were not allowed to anyone before us, 

then Allah allowed spoils to us as He 
saw our weakness and incapacity and 
allowed them to us." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

Commentary: 

0 ; -\~ 

~ .r--
, J > 0 

J_,J.;JI 

:.,. O g J, _., J ,,o 
I I•. \' \ •\;.j .J 1:1\ <-!" _) ~ '-: -7:, JJ : ~ 

--?il:;J ~; '~JJ\ :r §~ 

~Lll ~ r-1 '~Ist )Ji 

~8J\ ci ~\ j;-1 ~.ct;;~~ 
((ci lJ;.t c~.:; i:~:j, L>t) L:J 

'<: ~I WI :· ((..:.,W.i.foi 
.r-J , . ~ -~ . 

.1w1 ~\;JI :,/;J ,~ 8- :i')\JI 

1. In the opinion of Imam As-Suyutl, the Prophet ~ referred to in this Hadfth was 

Prophet Yiisha' bin Nun (Joshua). His conduct shows that it is necessary to make 

suitable arrangements for the worldly needs of those who are engaged in the Cause of 

Allah so that they can concentrate on their struggle without any distraction. 

2. The lawfulness of the booty of war fought in the way of Allah is a specialty of the 

Muslim Ummah. Before the advent of Islam (the Shar'iah of Prophet Muhammad ~ ), 

the booty of war which was free from dishonesty used to be consumed by fire. This 

Hadfth also confirms the miracle of the Prophet Yiisha' (Joshua) in which the 

movement of the sun was stopped until he had conquered the village. 

59. Hakim bin Hizam ~ 4 1 _,r"J 

reported that Messenger of Allah ~ 
,r-5'--'- ~ L,.:. ~ f er- : ✓~ U I - o 4\ 

Jl; : J\.i -~ .&1 ~) -(,>- J. 
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said, "Both parties in a business 
transaction have a right to annul it so 

long as they have not separated; and if 
they tell the truth and make everything 
clear to each other (i.e., the seller and 
the buyer speak the truth, the seller 
with regard to what is purchased, and 
the buyer with regard to the money) 
they will be blessed in their transac­
tion, but if they conceal anything and 
lie, the blessing on their transaction 
will be eliminated." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

Commentary: Here, the two persons engaged in business are seller and buyer. The 

word 'right' here means that so far both of them are present at the spot where business 

is being transacted they have a right to cancel their bargain. In other words, even after 

the mutual acceptance of the terms of the bargain so long as they are present at the 

spot they are entitled to cancel the deal until the time they separate from each other. 

Generally, people do not think it permissible to cancel the bargain after it has been 

settled even though both parties are present there, but this is not correct. Their view is 

contradicted by the Hadith . 

Truthfulness is a means of blessings in the business while falsehood and hiding of any 

defect of the merchandise detract from its blessings. 
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Allah, the Exalted, says: 
''Who sees you (0 Muhammad ~ ) 

when you stand up (alone at night for 
Tahajjud prayers). And your move­
ments among those who fall prostrate 
(to Allah in the five compulsory 
congregational prayers)." (26:218,219) 

"And He is with you (by His Knowl­
edge) wheresoever you may be." (57:4) 

"Truly, nothing is hidden from 
Allah, in the earth or in the heaven." 

(3:5) 
''Verily, your Rubb is Ever Watchful 

(over them)." (89:14) 

"Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, 

and all that the breasts conceal." 
(40:19) 

60. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab.;... .&1 ~) 

said: Once we were sitting in the 
company of Messenger of Allah ~ 
when there appeared a man dressed in 
very white clothes and having extra­
ordinary black hair. No signs of fatigue 
of journey appeared on him and he 
was known to none of us. He sat down 

facing the Prophet ~ leaning his knees 
against the knees of the Prophet ~ 
and placing both of his palms over his 
two thighs and said, "O Muhammad 

(~ )! Tell me about Islam." He ~ 

> >, , ,, ,, ~, :i... 
~ ~ ..ili,J.. L£Jl:r :J~ .w \ Jt; 

' 'I' \A : .\_,...:JI] ~Z,;~.ll ~ ~~ 
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: ~~\;.½I i;j_:; 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 80 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

replied, "Islam is to testify that none 
has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah, and that Muhammad (ii!) is the 
Messenger of Allah; that you observe 
Salat (prayers), pay Zakat, observe 
Saum (fasting) of Ramadan and per­
form Hajj (pilgrimage) of the House, 
provided you have resources of making 
journey to it." He replied: "You have 
spoken the truth." We were surprised 
to see that he had asked him and 
confirmed the correctness of the 
answers. He then enquired: "Tell me 
about Iman." He ii! said. "It is to 
believe in Allah, and His Books, and 
His Messengers and the Last Day and 
that you believe in foreordainment, its 
bad and good consequences." He said, 
"You have spoken the truth." He then 
enquired: "Tell me about Ihsan ." He 
ii! said, "It is to worship Allah as if you 
are seeing Him; and although you do 
not see Him, He sees you." He 
enquired: "Inform me about the Hour 

(i.e. , the Day of Resurrection)." He ii! 
replied, "I have no more knowledge 

thereof than you." He said, "Inform 
me about some of its signs." He ii! 
said, "They are - that a bondswoman 
gives birth to her own master, and that 
you will find the barefooted, naked, 
poor shepherds competing one an­
other in the construction of higher 
buildings." Then he departed. The 
Messenger of Allah kept silent for a 
while then he said to me, "O 'Umar! 
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Do you know who the questioner 
was?" I replied, "Allah and His 
Messenger know better." The Prophet 
~ said, "He was Jibril (Gabriel); he 
came to you to teach you your 
religion." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith is known as 'Hadith fibril'. It mentions the basics of Islam 

the details of which are known to every Muslim. Al-Qadr (Divine foreordainment) 

means that Allah already knows and had recorded everything that will happen until 

the Day of Resurrection. Now whatever happens is in accordance with that knowledge 

and writing. What is meant by its good and bad consequences can be illustrated by 

saying that tranquillity, prosperity and abundance of crops come in the category of 

good consequences. Famine, calamities and troubles, etc., fall in the list as evil 

consequences. But we regard them good or bad according to our own understanding; 

otherwise, every action of Allah has some wisdom and expedience which are known to 

Him Alone. 

61. Abu Dharr and Mu'adh bin Jabal 
L..p- .ii i ~ _; reported that Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Fear Allah wherever 
you are, do good deeds after doing bad 
ones, the former will wipe out the 
latter, and behave decently towards 
people." 

[At-Tinnidhi] 

, 0 > , -: ~ ~ 

</ ';'~ _;~~I:/" :_;l.:.ll - i, 

'~ .;. ~t_;; ~ ~\ µ ~\) '~;c,: 

' ~ ,.&\ J__,.... _; ~ '~ .&1 ~ .) 
,,. J, ., ,,. 

!\, GS ~ .J.il . i\ n : J I_; t:') • V 

~L;._; -~ t..::..;j1 ~·~. \\ 

Commentary: Virtue obliterates vice means that virtue becomes an atonement for 

sin. But this applies to minor sins only because major ones will not be forgiven without 

sincere repentance. Similar is the case of encroachment on public rights which will not 

be forgiven without their compensation. 

62. Ibn Abbas L..p- .iii~_; said: One :ri'J 'c.rl.'..i- J.1 :r- :~~I - iY 
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day, I was riding behind the Prophet ~ 
when he said, "O boy! I will instruct 

you in some matters. Be watchful of 

Allah (Commandments of Allah) , He 
will preserve you. Safeguard His 

Rights, He will be ever with you. If 
you beg, beg of Him· Alone; and if you 

need assistance, supplicate to Allah 

Alone for help. And remember that if 
all the people gather to benefit you, 

they will not be able to benefit you 

except that which Allah had foreor­

dained (for you); and if all of them 

gather to do harm to you, they will not 

be able to afflict you with anything 
other than that which Allah had pre­

destined against you. The pens had 

been lifted and the ink had dried up." 

[At-Tirmidhf] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "Safeguard the 

Commandments of Allah, you will 

find Him before you. Remember Him 

in prosperity and He will remember 

you in adversity. Be sure that which 

you miss, was not to hit you; and what 

hits you, was never to miss you. 
Remember that the Help of Allah is 
obtained with patience, and relief 

emerges after distress, prosperity fol­
lows adversity, and hardship is fol­
lowed by ease." 

Commentary: 

-~ -~ \ ~~ 
,,, ~ l ~ , 

~ \ Ji !f~ 
~1-~.<ll\ 

: J Li , I ~+: c. .ii I 

C-11 :J ili t,;· · • Y-
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~ly , §llll -.i .ii;? ~l,;.~\ 
,... > .,,, ,,, 't,,, 0 't ::;; 't 

~) ~~- :?~l ~ ;J .:\Lb,;.\ ~ 0I 
,... ,,, 0 ,. ,,,. ,,, 't 

~ I.!.\ ' -~ '.C '\ ..,:L'l;:, \ rJ - .. (.f"'-!.r • 

e c_)J1 ~1:; '-:: :a 11 e ~ ~:11 ~1 
. (( \~ ~\ 2 ~1:; •'"7"'_:,sj1 

1. No one has the power to change the Decision of Allah. 

2. Whatever trouble one has to suffer in this world, it does not last for ever. Every 
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trouble is followed by prosperity, pleasure and happiness. 

3. One should never ask other than Allah anyone's help in supernatural way because it 

amounts to ascribing partnership with Allah. If a person is mindful of the Rights of 

Allah, then Allah, in return takes care of his needs and helps him. 

63. Anas ~ .wl ~ J said: You indulge 
in (bad) actions which are more 
insignificant to you than a hair while 
we considered them at the time of 

Messenger of Allah ~ to be great 
destroying sins." [Al-Bukhari] 

~ ..:ii i ~ J ~f y :~l_;I -'\f 
~ ,, , ,., ,.. ,. .,, ,~ 
J;1 ~ ~~1 0~ ~l :Jli 

~k ts- .;:11 : ·c-'.d j , ~ r--::::-- ~ 

~ ~ ..iii ~.J-") +¥ ~ 

Commentary: The less fear of Allah, one has the more disobedient he becomes to 

Him. As the fear of Allah decreases, one becomes more bold in committing sins. As 

the Companions of the Prophet ~ were intensely fearful of Allah, they were afraid of 

committing even very minor sins. 

64. Abu Hurairah ......:...J. .& 1 ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
'Verily, Allah, the Exalted, becomes 

angry, and His Anger is provoked 
when a person does what Allah has 
declared unlawful." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~) '~;~ ½:'if :;. : ~WI - '\ t 
J, I ': I)) . J Li .,,i;;;; · 11 . , ''., ' I ...., '-\ . ·~ '-F"' ✓ ,ow; <(.I) 

~\ -J~ ,.{ii\~~) -~~ J~ 
, , e ,. (( ·'\~ J,1 ,,, I ' l' ' I\ ,• \' ..;..,.:.., ~ ...., i r ..,. .:r'"' '-1- '-:. 

.Ji 

Commentary: Commitment of unlawful acts calls for the displeasure and Wrath of 

Allah. 

65. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ J said that 
he heard the Prophet ~ saing: "There 
were three men among the Banu 
Israel, one leper, one bald and one 
blind. Allah wanted to test them. He 

, ,,.,> i :~ : ' ,..,~UI -'\O 
~ .) •J'__r' ':'i V V • 

~l)) :J.,¾ ~ ~\ L' ~f ~ .& I 

-~;\ :j;1:;.,l --f. ~ ;i-i 
~\ ..iii ;1) -~1) , ~1) 
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therefore, sent to them an angel who 
came to the leper and asked him what 
he would like best. He replied: "A 
good colour, a good skin and to be rid 
of what makes me loathsome to 
people." He (the angel) rubbed him 
and his loathsomeness vanished and he 
was given a good colour and a good 
skin. He then asked him what type of 
property he would like best. The leper 
replied that he would like camels - [ or 
perhaps he said cattle, for Ishaq ( one 
of the subnarrator of the Hadith) was 
uncertain, either said: 'Camels,' or: 
'Cattle']. He was given a pregnant 
she-camel. The angel invoked for 
Allah's Blessing on it. The angel then 
went to the bald man and asked him 
what he would like best and he replied: 
"Good hair and to be rid of what 
makes me loathsome to people. " The 
angel ran his hand over him and he was 
given good hair. He then asked him 

what property he would like best. He 
replied that he would like cattle, so he 
was given a pregnant cow. The angel 
invoked Allah's Blessing on it. The 
angel then went to the blind man and 
asked him what he would like best, and 
he replied: "I wish that Allah restore 
my sight to me so that I may see 
people." Thereupon the angel ran his 
hand over him and Allah restored his 
sight. The angel then asked what 
property he would like best. He 
replied that he would like sheep, so 
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he was given a pregnant ewe. Flocks 

and herds were produced for the three 

men, the first having a valley full of 

camels, the second one, a valley full of 

cows and the third one full of sheep. 
Then the angel came in the form of a _,1j ~ < ' - "i.~., : J \.ii •', , ~ u- ) ' ~= -., J 
leper, to the one who had been a leper, 

and said: "I am a poor man and my 

resources have been exhausted in my 

journey, and my only means of reach­

ing my destination are dependent on 

Allah and then on you, so I ask you by 

Him Who gave you the good colour, 

the good skin and the property, for a 

camel by which I may get to my 

destination ." He replied : "I have 

many dues to pay." The angel then 

said: "I think I recognize you. Were 

you not a leper whom people found 

loathsome and a poor man to whom 

Allah gave property?" He replied: "I 

inherited this property through gen­

erations." The angel said: "If you are 

telling a lie, may Allah return you to 

your former condition." The angel 
went in the form of a bald man to 

the one who had been bald, and said 

the same as he had said to the former 

and received a similar reply. So he 

said: "If you are telling a lie, may Allah 

return you to your former condition." 

The angel then went to the one who 

had been blind and said: "I am a poor 

traveller and my resources have been 

exhausted in my journey. My only 

means of reaching my destination are 

':N '<..S_,i:,, . JWI , ~ ~\ -, --1 ., <-I, 
,., ,., J, ;;:; 0 ,., 
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dependant on Allah and then on you, 
so I ask you by Him Who restored your 
eyesight for a sheep by which I may get 
to the end of my journey." He replied: 
"Yes, I was blind. Allah restored my 
eyesight, so take what you wish and 
leave what you wish. I swear by Allah 
that I shall not argue with you today to 
return anything you take, as I give it 
for Allah's sake." The angel said: 
"Keep your property. You have all 
simply been put to a test, and Allah is 
pleased with you and displeased with 
both of your companions." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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_.; :Jw ~-s;.:,. ..} ~ .. ,., .. ,., 

--s~ j1 i1 ~) ~1 .. ,.., - ,., 

• ,., ...- O • _.. 0 _... _.. ,... O ~ J, ,... 

.{i.jl.,; , ~ t..:. C:-' ~ Lo ...l.;,-.j 

JJ ~l:1 .. -;. -,-11 if '' \ Lo , , ,. '-:f""":_ iJ-::' ~ 

~~ ~1 :Jw -~J / 
, ~ 41 , _.;;, ' ~ , 1 ... ~ l~'.i ~(; 

'--:! -;, J _, . ~ 

-~ ,_._ ((~l,o 1;::_ ~ -- ~ _ _, ~ ,) 

~I -~ ) 0"'11 r-4 11 :1~1 .i.iLll»J 

.j.J «~\)) : ;J_,. 1w1 ~ <wL.J 

,&81.J , ~~ J; : :s.; II ~ )) : ~I.J.i 

; 111.G. :J.J )) ;J_,.J .;\:;JJ ~\jjt5 ~~ 

-.,;.) ,\..gi;-J.) i~ :LS_i : ')\JI J..,2 
..r cf'., r --- , 

!11~.J .;,1_,;;..iJ Iii ~ '~ i\Lill.J 

_,;, 11J½JI '-!'- ,! j,_;;1)) ::J_,.;J ·!? 

,,,o ,, -; , , , ,,.. ,, ; ,, t -; 
~ .:J.k; _;1 ,i.,;.l; ;~ ~~ .) ~ ~\ 

11i\.'.t.:.;.\ 'jlJ : (,?.!WI ~\.).) .j.J . J~ 
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Commentary: This Hadith tells us that abundance of property and wealth is also a 

trial. He alone succeeds in this trial who in the midst of his riches does not forget 
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about Allah's Status and his own status. Rather than becoming proud of his wealth, he 

takes pleasure in spending it in fulfilling the needs of people and expresses gratitude to 

Him in practical terms. Those who take an opposite course are regarded unsuccessful 

because on account of their wrong attitude, they tend to falsehood, pride and 

miserliness which cause the displeasure of Allah. 

66. Shaddad bin Aus 4..:J. .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "A 
wise man is the one who calls himself 
to account (and refrains from doing 
evil deeds) and does noble deeds to 
benefit him after death; and the foolish 

</ ~\_jj ~ ~i y :t'.i..:JI -ii 

:JL; ~ ~I J- ~ .&I ~ J __,.-J\ 
• .,. • t# 

~ ~) -~ 0\) ~ ~\II 

J, o ,, 0~ J, 0 0 

~ 2 I ~ ~ w I J • -;.., r.J I ~ 
person is the one who subdues himself ~\JJ . ((41l\ ~ ~J • t_;\~ 

to his temptations and desires and 
seeks from Allah the fulfillment of his 
vain desires." [At-Tirmidhf] 

Commentary: This Hadfth highlights the importance of the accountability of one's 

self. Mere desires which are not coupled with practical efforts are of no avail because 

Allah grants reward on good deeds and not on yearnings and desires which are not 

supported by noble actions. 

67. Abu Hurairah -.__:.__s. .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"It is from the excellence of (a 
believer's) Islam that he should shun 
that which is of no concern to him." 

[At-Tirmidhf] 

.&1 · • > ,,' \ ' . ' ~I i V ~ J O J':..r' ~ if : ~ - -

~II : ~ ...iii JrJ JI.; :JI.; ~ 
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Commentary: This Hadfth lays down a very important principle that one should 

avoid senseless talk and actions. If one acts upon this principle, he can save himself 

from many sins and evils. 
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68. 'Umar w- ..ii i ~ .J reported that 
the Prophet ~ said, "No man shall be 
asked for the reason of beating his 
wife." [Abu Dawud] 

~ .&1 ~ 'j ;.l, ~ :~81 - "\A 

~:.ii J~ ']n :Jli ~ ~ I J­

•?J )Jb _,J ,IJJ 11;_;f ;1 ~~ ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith is also reported by Ibn Majah and Ahmad. Sheikh Ai­
Albani* has classified this Hadith as 'weak' since its narration is not authenticated, 

therefore its contents are also not valid. Islam has not given the husbands absolute 

right over their wives and that they will not be questioned in the Hereafter or that they 

should not be questioned for their action and misbehaviour with the wives. On the 

contrary, Islam has stressed upon them to be lenient and tender in relation with wives; 

and this means that they will be taken to task for any wrong and injustice done by them 

to their wives. 

* Sh. Al-Albani is the leading authority in the science of Hadith . 

IL-======1 =c~=:VR 
6 

=====:'.Jiil l...':=:::==1 =..s..,.a:Jt ~=~ ~ _, ======::'JI I 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"0 you who believe! Fear Allah as 

He should be feared." (3:102) 

"So, keep your duty to Allah and ~ %\ ~t➔ : ._,lG..i t1 JLlJ 
fear Him as much as you can ... " 

(64:16) 

This second Verse explains the 
meaning of the first one. 

"0 you who believe! Keep your duty 
to Allah and fear Him, and speak 

(always) the truth." (33:70) 

" ... And whosoever fears Allah and 
keeps his duty to Him, He will make a 

way for him to get out (from every 
difficulty). And He will provide him 
from (sources) he never could ima-

~f / / ,..,,, , ,> .,,, 
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gine ... " (65:2,3) 
"If you obey and fear Allah, He will 

grant you Furqan [ (a criterion to judge 
between right and wrong), or 
(Makhraj, i.e., a way for you to get 
out from every difficulty)], and will 
expiate for you your sins, and forgive 
you; and Allah is the Owner of the 
great bounty." (8:29) 

69. Abu Hurairah .....:.....s- .&1 ~ _; 

reported: It was asked, "O Messenger 
of Allah! Who is the most honourable 
amongst mankind?" He (~ ) said, 
"The most honourable of them is one 
who is the most pious of them." They 
said, "We are not asking about this." 
He said, "Then, the most honourable 
of men was Yusuf (Joseph) , the 
Prophet of Allah, the son of Allah's 
Prophet, who was the son of the 
Prophet of Allah, who was the son of 

the Khalil of Allah (i.e., Ibrahim r')L]I 

~ )." They said, "We are not asking 
you about this." He enquired, "Are 

you then asking me about the classes of 
the Arabs? The best of them in the 
Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance are 
the best of them in Islam, provided 
they comprehend the religious knowl­
edge." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: We come to know from this Hadith that the families which enjoyed 

popularity and prestige for their eminent qualities (like generosity, chivalry, honesty, 

etc.) in the pre-Islamic period were also credited for these values after their 

acceptance of Islam. But now their respect was qualified with their religious 
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knowledge and practice. Their capabilities, self-respect and other qualities were 

turned towards a different direction. These qualities which were previously used for 

paganism were now devoted for Islam. 

70. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ 4 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet Ji! said, "The 
life of the world is sweet and green. 
Allah makes you generations succeed­
ing one another so that He may try you 
in respect of your actions. So beware of 
the beguilements of the world and 
those of women. The first trial of Banu 
Israel was through women." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Wealth and property of this world are favourites of everyone like the 

fresh fruit which is sweet, delicious and attractive for all. Everyone likes them and is 

attracted towards them. The most delicious fruit of this world is woman but at the 

same time it is the most baneful. One who inclines towards wealth and women and 

ignores the Islamic legal injunctions, has at stake both his Deen and Faith; and one 

who benefits from them keeping oneself within the bounds of Islam, would be safe 

from their ruinous effects. 

71. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~ 4 1 ~ J 

reported that the Prophet Ji! used to 
say: "Allahumma inni as'alukal-huda 

wat-tuqa wal- 'afafa wal-ghina (0 Allah! 
I ask You for guidance, piety, chastity 
and self-sufficiency)." [Muslim] 

, . , ) ,, , ·'I : - : ~\!JI -V\ ~ ) _ _,_.._. 0 ✓ . 
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Commentary: This Hadfth contains four words, the meanings and implications of 

which constitute its essence. These words are guidance, piety (fear of Allah), chastity 

and sufficiency. Guidance here means guidance at every tum of life and steadfastness 

on the path of truth. Fear of Allah is the greatest means of piety and strongest defense 

against sins. Chastity is the state of being free from what is unlawful. Self-sufficiency is 

the antonym of poverty and here it means the self-contentment. What it implies is that 

one should not care for what people possess. In view of all these qualities, the prayer 

of the Prophet ~ mentioned in this Had'ith is very comprehensive and valuable. 
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72. 'Adi bin Hatim At-Ta'i =- 4 1 ~ J 

said I heard the Messenger of Allah ~ 
say: "He who has taken an oath (to do 

something) but found something else 
better than that (which brings him 
closer to Allah), then he should do 
that which is better in piety (and he 
should expiate for the breaking of 
oath)." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth emphasizes the importance of having the fear of Allah. 

So much so that if somebody has made a vow to commit some sin he should break it, 

arrange for its expiation and keep himself away from that sin or any other act that 

contravenes the fear of Allah. 

73. Abu Umamah =- 41 ~ J said: I 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ during 
the sermon of the Farewell Pilgrimage 
saying, "Be mindful of your duty to 
Allah; perform your five daily Salat, 

observe Saum during the month ( of 

Ramadan) , pay the Zakat on your 
properties and obey your leaders; (if 
you do so) you will enter the Jannah of 
your Rubb." [At-Tinnidhf] 
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Commentary: The word Wada ' "t:,-'" means to say farewell. The Farewell 

Pilgrimage was the last pilgrimage, the Prophet ~ performed, and on this occasion 

he bade farewell to the people and for this reason it came to be known as Hajjat-ul­

Wada '. Obedience of the rulers is stressed but it is conditional, that is to say, they are 

to be obeyed only if their orders are not against the injunctions of Allah. Similarly, 

their obedience is obligatory till such time that they do not do anything which amounts 

to open disbelief. If any of these two things occurs, then no obedience would be due to 

them. 
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CHAPTER 7 

FIRM BELIEF AND PERFECT 

RELIANCE ON ALLAH 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And when the believers saw Al­

Ahzab (the Confederates), they said: 

'This is what Allah and His Messenger 

(Muhammad ~ ) had promised us, 

and Allah and His Messenger 

(Muhammad ~ ) had spoken the 

truth, and it only added to their Faith 

and to their submissiveness (to Al­

lah)." (33:22) 

"Those (i.e., believers) unto whom 

the people (hypocrites) said, 'Verily, 

the people (pagans) have gathered 

against you (a great army), therefore, 

fear them.' But it (only) increased 

them in Faith, and they said: 'Allah 

(Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is 

the Best Disposer of affairs (for us)'. 

So they returned with grace and 
bounty from Allah. No harm touched 

them; and they followed the good 

Pleasure of Allah. And Allah is the 

Owner of great bounty.'' (3:173,174) 

"And put your trust (0 Muhammad 

~ ) in the Ever Living One Who dies 
not." (25:58) 

"And in Allah (Alone) let the 

believers, put their trust.'' (14:11) 

.;, j:JI ..;.,~ -V 

J--S_,:;llj 

0pj:11 1:~ d.:; ➔ : J~ .t1 J~ 

~;.~__, ~1 c~ ~ lh !)If :;,()-Jr 
, - ✓ ~ , ~ 

1 ✓_,- I ' 'I ,>.,( 1-'-' J.1 >-'-' >• \ -:: ., .,., 
~ .. .l .. ~.) c) \.A.) ,dJ_y-'_J.) A.)) 0..l,.:,J 

: JGC Jt.;_, [n : '-:"' 1~ ~m ~1-'Lft 
~ ..;:01 tl J,01 ~ jd &Ji➔ 
i~li/ ~\ ·> ~(~ •> •{:'(; !<ti>.,., 
y .., ... ~ 'j' ~y-> r-~ ~ 
i>1~--~ --t L-✓i, ., . .,- -'.11 (~::. 
r.-""' ~y ~.., . 

.. :~ i;r· ::✓_. :1 l ~:. ✓ :r .,_ . h 

..; ['" ~.., ~ ~ :~;":, 
\ ~:. : .. _,-; ~\,,,., (-:::~\ .,, / ,, ·1 _>,,,,-,: .,\.,, 

'r-' ..; • ..ii.., ~ 0-,..,..~ ~.., 
, [,vi , wr : .:i1~ Ji] ~-: -~~ 

'1 .sJ1 :;_if J ~__,➔ JGC Jt.;_, 
/ / 

: JL,..;" J l.i _, .[oA :.:ili.).11] ~0~ 

: I \] ,£.. ~ ~ ~>if ~.,: .,ii .,11 .,,;:., :i._ 
~ .r., "tu~_,..., ~ ~ ., u-'J 'T 

:fJJ ~ l~f➔ :J L,..;" Jl.i_, . [\\ 

w~'i' IJ . [\oC. :01~ Ji] ~ ~\~ 
.,, ,, .,, t ,... t 

. ~ _,i;; •'_2 JS'?½ ; ~ I _j 

~ Jr ~ J;;_ .;.:;, :JL,._;- Jli., 

:~l5 :~i [r : J')lli)1J ~;l~·::. 

\~\ J.:M -✓: ~ :'[1 WI :i.. : IL,._;- J li .. .., '-.:.)~..,.... .. r <.5 ., 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



7- BELIEF AND RELIANCE 

" ... Then when you have taken a 
decision, put your trust in Allah ... " 
(3:159) 

"And whosoever puts his trust in 
Allah, then He will suffice him." (65:3) 

"The believers are only those who, 
when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in 
their hearts; and when His Verses 
(this Qur'an) are recited unto them, 
they (i.e., the Verses) increase their 
Faith; and they put their trust in their 
Rubb (Alone)." (8:2) 

74. lbn 'Abbas L..p- ..ii i ~ .; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "I was 
shown the past nations. I saw a 
Prophet who had a very small group 
(less than ten in total) with him, 
another Prophet who was accompa­
nied by only one or two men and some 
did not have even one. Suddenly I was 

shown a huge crowd and I thought that 
they were my Ummah, but I was told: 
'This is Musa (Moses) and his people, 
but look towards the other side. ' I 
looked and beheld a great assemblage. 
I was told: 'These are your people and 
amongst them there are seventy thou­
sand who shall enter Jannah without 
being taken to account or torment."' 
Then the Prophet ~ stood up and 
went into his apartment, and the 
Companions began to guess who may 
be those people who would enter 
Jannah without any accounting or 
torment. Some said: "Probably, they 

..ii i , . , G - ·1 _, :J".~ ~ - Vt ~ ) ':. 0 d' ✓ 
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are the ones who kept company with 
Messenger of Allah :ii§l." Others said: 
"Probably, they are the ones who have 
been born as Muslims and have never 
associated anyone with Allah in wor­
ship." Then Messenger of Allah :ii§l 

came out and asked, "What are you 
discussing?" So they told him. He then 
said, "They are those who do not make 
Ruqyah (blowing over themselves after 
reciting the Qur'an or some prayers 
and supplications the Prophet :ii§l used 
to say) nor seek it, nor perceive omens 
(i.e., they are not pessimistic) but keep 
trust in their Rubb (Allah)." On this 
'Ukashah bin Mihsan stood up and 
asked: "Pray to Allah to make me one 
of them." The Prophet :ii§l said, "You 
are one of them." Then another man 

stood up and asked the same thing. 
The Prophet :ii§l answered, '"Ukashah 
has surpassed you." 

[Al-Bukhari and Mulsim] 

Commentary: 

., ,... .;; ,,,,... ,,,. -'.;. 
, , :i...;, ~ , \jj (( 0 I<<' 

~ 0: i J-'-'Y-:. 

I~~ ~ 01 .Ji\ ~I : Jili 
~~ fli ~ ((~~ -.:,.;i)) : Jili 
~ F 01 4lll ~I : Jili ~T 

J,,... .;; " ,., 

~ ((:i...;,~ 4: c.J;'-.)) : Jw 

-~ 

, :, , >t ,..... --
~\..;JI :u..;..,~\Jn .~i §~ 0_,; 

-½..L..;.;J _;.j1 ~ uG~Jn . ~t.;j1J 

1. This Hadith mentions the importance of faith in Allah, inducement for having trust 

in Him and the distinction of people who have these qualities. 

2. Although the practice of blowing over someone after reciting the Qur'an or 

supplications of the Prophet ~ and medical treatment are permissible but they who 

avoid them because of their extreme trust in Allah and save themselves from bad 

omen, enjoy a distinguished position. 

3. These conditions of various communities were shown to the Prophet ~ in dreams 

for the dreams of the Prophets reflect the truth, or by means of Revelation, or he had 
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witnessed them in the event of Isra (the Night Journey) of the Prophet ~-

4. The followers of the Prophet ~ exceed the followers of other Prophets in number. 

75. Ibn 'Abbas ~ .iii ~ J reported 
that the Messenger of Allah ~ used to 
supplicate: "O Allah! To You I have 
submitted, and in You do I believe, 
and in You I put my trust, to You do I 
turn, and for You I argued. 0 Allah, I 
seek refuge with You through Your 
Power; there is none worthy of worship 
except You Alone; that You safeguard 
me against going astray. You are the 
Ever Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists; the One Who 
never dies, whereas human beings and 
jinn will all die." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

76. Ibn 'Abbas ~ .ii i ~ J said: 
When (Prophet) Ibrahim (Abraham) 
was thrown into the fire, he said: 
"Allah (Alone) is sufficient for us, 
and, He is the Best Disposer of 
affairs." So did Messenger of Allah 

Muhammad ~ when he was told: "A 
great army of the pagans had gathered 
against him, so fear them." But this 
(warning) only increased him and the 
Muslims in Faith and they said: "Allah 
(Alone) is sufficient for us, and He is 
the Best Disposer of affairs (for us) ." 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: Even in the worst circumstances one should always have faith and 

trust in Allah. 

77. Abu H urairah ~ .ii I c.r-" J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "A 

group of people (both men and 

women) whose hearts will be like the 

hearts of birds, will enter Jannah." 

[Muslim] 
It has been interpreted that such 

people are those who put their trust in 

Allah; another interpretation is that 

these people are tender-hearted. 

Commentary: 

41 ~ J ~).). '-ff d' : C:l_;I -VV 

t;J1 y-½_)) : J ij ~ _)J1 .)- :,;_ 

olJJ ((_,;kj\ o.tif ~ ~:0f rljf 

1. Excellence of trust in Allah and kindness of heart are most valuable qualities 

because both of them are means to enter Jannah . 

2. One should not worry much about one's food and means of subsistence. In fact, 

people should have the heart like birds who do not collect to keep in reserve anything 

and go out every morning in search of food and return to their nests fully satiated. This 

advice is repeated in another Hadith to the effect that when birds leave their nests in 

the morning they are hungry but when they come back, their stomachs are full and 

they do not need any more food. 

78. Ja.bir ~ .& I ~ J reported: I went 

in an expedition along with the 

Prophet ~ in the direction of Najd. 

When Messenger of Allah ~ returned, 

I also returned with him. Then the 

mid-day sleep overtook us in a valley 

full of prickly shrubs. Messenger of 

Allah ~ got down and the people 

scattered around seeking shade under 

the trees. Messenger of Allah ~ hang 

up his sword on the branch of a tree. 
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We were enjoying a sleep when 

Messenger of Allah ~ called us, and 
lo! There was a desert Arab bedouin 
near him. He (~ ) said, "This man 
brandished my sword over me while I 
was asleep. I woke up and saw it in his 
hand unsheathed. He asked: 'Who will 
protect you from me? ' I replied : 
'Allah' - thrice." He did not punish 

him and sat down. [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

In another narration, Jabir .&1 ._,,.;, J 

~ said: We accompanied Messenger 
of Allah ~ in the campaign of Dhat­

ur-Riqa '. We left Messenger of Allah 
~ to take rest under a shady tree. One 
of the polytheists came to him. The 
sword of Messenger of Allah ~ was 
hanging on a tree. He drew it and said: 
"Are you afraid of me?" Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "No." Then he said: 
"Who will then protect you from me?" 
Messenger of Allah ~ replied, 
"Allah." 

And in a narration of Abu Bakr Al­
Isma'tli', the polytheist asked: "Who 
will protect you from me?" Messenger 
of Allah ~ replied, "Allah." As soon 
as he said this, the sword fell down 
from his hand and Messenger of Allah 
~ catching the sword, asked him, 
"Who will protect you from me." He 
said, "Please forgive me." Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "On condition you 
testify that there is none worthy of 
worship but Allah and that I am His 
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Messenger. " He said, "No, but I 
promise you that I shall not fight 
against you, nor shall I be with those 
who fight with you." The Prophet ~ 
let him go. He then went back to his 
companions and said: "I have come to 
you from one of the best of mankind." 

· ' Ii !~ Ui'''l \)1' .!J ·~;} d Jl ' :_ ~q 
~ -~ .r-- J J-' '-? , .r--' 

r~I ~ J ,d111 ~ i:,,;lll :rl ~ J 

:~f «, ' ( 'I I .1~\»J -~ ~ I ~ :r 
;J ''1.,i:.;. :~f «fu» -~,:½ ✓ ; J ;L 

Commentary: Besides the Prophet's habit of pardoning, and gracious attitude, this 

Hadith mentions his utmost trust in Allah. It tells that one who has trust in Allah is 

helped by Him. Later on, the bedouin mentioned in the Hadfth embraced Islam. In the 

battle of Dhat-ur-Riqa ' which took place in the sixth year of the Hijra, due to intense 

heat and lack of footwear, the Companions of the Prophet ~ wrapped their feet with 

pieces of cloth and for this reason it was called "War of patches of cloth (Dhat-ur­

Riqa ')" . Some scholars have also given a different reason for this name. 

79. 'Umar ~ .ii i ~ J said: I heard 
Messenger of Allah ~ saying: "If you 
all depend on Allah with due reliance, 
He would certainly give you provision 
as He gives it to birds who go forth 
hungry in the morning and return with 

full belly at dusk." [At-Tinnidhi'] ''-?.i..,? \ 0 \JJ {{ ~ ~ e,/)) L.;, ~ 

. :,...;. ~.l>- : JliJ 

: ~f : L.;,~ .,,~1 J)f _:_;.l; ~G; 
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Commentary: Trust in Allah does not mean that one should not give any 

importance to material resources. What it really means is that along with their due 

importance, one should have full trust in Allah. Without His Will, material resources 

are of no avail. But nevertheless it is necessary to have material resources because 

their procurement is also ordained by Him. Birds do not keep sitting in their nests for 

food but fly out in search of it. 

80. Al-Bara' bin 'Azib ~ .iii ~ _; 

said: Messenger of Allah ~ asked me 
to recite whenever I go to bed: 

"Allahumma aslamtu nafsi ilaika, wa 

wajjahtu wajhi ilaika, wa fawwadtu amri 

ilaika, wal-ja 'tu zahri ilaika, raghbatan 

wa rahbatan ilaika, la malja wa la 

manja minka ilia ilaika. Amantu biki­

tabikal-ladhi anzalta, wa nabiyyikal­

ladhi arsalta (0 Allah! I have sub­
mitted myself to You, I have turned my 
face to You, entrusted my affairs to 
You; and committed my back to You 

out of desire for You and fear of You; 
expecting Your reward and fearing 
Your punishment). There is no refuge 
and no place of safety from You but 
with You. I believe in the Book You 
have revealed and in the Prophet You 
have sent." Messenger of Allah ~ said 
that if anyone recited these words and 
died that night, he would die in the 
true religion. In case he remains alive 
till morning, he will obtain good. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In another narration: He reported 
Messenger of Allah ~ as saying: " If 

you go to bed, perform the Salat 

Wudu ', lie down on your right side 

· ' .1 --i1 ~- G- f · , : 'L.:.li -A• <! - r.' J cl; er-~ 
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and say [ the above Du 'a (supplication)] 
and let these words be your last." 

Commentary: It is better to make Wudu ' before going to sleep. Similarly, it is also 

meritorious to recite the invocation mentioned in the Hadith before one goes to bed, 

because it is a prayer for the renewal of Islam and Faith and request for grant of peace 

and security. 

81. Abu Bakr As-Siddiq .;..., .ii 1 ~ J 

said: When Messenger of Allah ~ and 
I were in the cave of Thaur and I saw 
the feet of the polytheists who were 
above us at the mouth of the cave (on 
the eve of the Emigration), I sub­
mitted: "O Messenger of Allah! If one 
of them were to look down below his 
feet, he would see us." He ~ said, "O 
Abu Bakr! What do you think of two 
whose third is Allah." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

0:~I I ~i er- :~tl\ -A\ 
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- ,._,..o;..o ~ ~-r 
Commentary: This incident occurred when the Prophet ~ was emigrating from 

Makkah to Al-Madinah with Abu Bakr As-Siddiq -u- .iii ._,,..,, )· The disbelievers had 

announced a huge reward for their arrest for which people were searching them wildly. 

In the course of their search, some of them reached the mouth of the cave of Thaur 

where the Prophet ~ and Abu Bakr= .iii ._,,..,,J were staying for refuge and rest. This 

Hadith describes the valour, fearlessness and unlimited confidence and trust of the 

Prophet ~ in Allah; it also indicates how Allah helps His favourites. See Verse ( 40:51) 

of the Qur'an in this regard. 

82. Umm Salamah L.+-:--s- .iii ~ J 

reported: Whenever the Prophet ~ 

, , 
ri ~µ1 fi er- :b-81 - AY 
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stepped out of his house, he would say, 
"Bismillah, tawakkaltu 'alallah. Alla­

humma innf a 'udhu bika an adilla aw 

udalla, aw azilla aw uzalla, aw azlima 

aw uzlama, aw ajhala aw yujhala 

'alayya." "[I go forth. (I begin with 
the Name of Allah, I trust in Allah; 0 
Allah! I seek refuge in You from 
leaving or being led astray, or against 
slipping or being caused to slip; or 
doing injustice or being done injustice; 
or doing wrong or having wrong done 
to me)]. " 

[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhf re­
ported it. According to At-Tirmidhf, 

this Hadfth is classified as Hasan Sahih. 

Its wording is from Abu Dawud]. 

83. Anas ......:........ .ii i ~ .; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whoever says (upon leaving his 
house): 'Bismillah, tawakkaltu 'alallah, 

wa la hawla wa la quwwata ilia billah [I 
begin with the Name of Allah; I trust in 
Allah; there is no altering of conditions 

but by the Power of Allah],' it will be 
said to him: 'You are guided, defended 
and protected.' The devil will go far 
away from him." [Abu Dawud, A t­

Tirmidhf and An-Nasa'f] 

Abu Dawud reported it with this 
addition: "One devil will say to 
another: 'How can you deal with a 
man who has been guided, defended 
and protected?"' 
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Commentary: The prayer quoted in this Hadfth shows the importance of 

confidence and trust in Allah and request for security against the mischief of Satan. 
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84. Anas -:.s- <I)\ ._,,..;, J reported: There 
were two brothers in the days of the 

Prophet ~ - One of them used to 
attend the Prophet's circle (to acquire 
knowledge) and the other used to earn 
their living). Once the latter com­

plained to the Prophet ~ against the 
former (for not earning his living). He 
~ replied, "Perhaps you are being 
provided because of him." [At-Tirmid­

hi] 

: Jli ~ -.ii i CrfJ ~f :_;,:, - At 

-~ ~I w J;, ~1_,;.1 0l5 
-~ ~I ~~ ~~I 0\.5_, 
~;_;.j1 ~ -~~ ~½1_-; 
'<,~,;1L1n ·J' ili ~'IZ ,:11'1.:;.1 ~.)J' . ~ ~. 

1; , ~C.:.,L, , .~d ... '~I\ ~IJ'.J' ll4.,_ 
<.f" , ~ • :; '? .r' - , 

·r-1-- ,!<,_;, . 

Commentary: This Hadfth evidently shows that it is permissible and desirable to 

devote oneself or make someone else to devote himself for religious knowledge. Such 

students of religious knowledge should not be considered a burden. Similarly, one 

should also not ignore those students and scholars who are devoted to such knowledge 

because Allah makes their help a means of increasing the donor's sources of 

subsistence. 

CHAPTER 8 

UPRIGHTNESS & STEADFASTNESS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"So stand (ask Allah to make) you 

(Muhammad ~ ) firm and straight ( on 

the religion of Islamic Monotheism) as 

you are commanded ... " (11:112) 
''Verily, those who say: 'Our Rubb is 

Allah (Alone),' and then they stand 

firm, on them the angels will descend 
(at the time of their death) (saying): 

'Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the 

II II 
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8- UPRIGHTNESS AND STEADFASTNESS 

glad tidings of Jannah which you have 

been promised! We have been your 

friends in the life of this world and are 
(so) in the Hereafter. Therein you 

shall have (all) that your inner-selves 

desire, and therein you shall have (all) 

for which you ask. An entertainment 

from (Allah), the Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful."' (41:30-32) 

''Verily, those who say: 'Our Rubb is 

(only) Allah,' and thereafter stand 

firm and straight (on the Islamic 

Faith of Monotheism), on them shall 

be no fear, nor shall they grieve. Such 

shall be the dwellers of Jannah, 

abiding therein (forever), - a reward 

for what they used to do." (46:13,14) 

1;, 5}-.L C: l~;~ ~_; pi 
[n -r• :..:..L,.;J ~~j ;)i ~ 

~ ~\ G~ J~ 0'.J1 3Lt : J~ JL;J 
,,> ..:; ✓ .,. ,,,,,, j,.,. ,,,, .,,,,,,, ,.,,,,,.,.. ,,, 

r" J_J ~ 0__,;.. ')lj ~ \ 

1' ·• ~- ,1,-'. c~'t'\ >:;}\ -:-;_:;!; / f,,, 
~ u:~ ~ ½-'-'" ~..,, ---:..>_>'__i-.s: 

, \'1" : ~la.>-½\] ~0~ ii,f ~ r;~ 
. [ \ f 

85. Sufyan bin 'Abdullah~ .ii i ~ .; '-:5:'. i :j:i3 '.J,r '-I i :}-J - Ao 
reported: I said, "O Messenger of 

Allah, tell me something of Islam 
which I will not ask anyone else about 
it." He ~ said, "Say, 'I believe in 
Allah' and then be steadfast." [Muslim] 

J j !.&\ J_?J ~ 
~ J~\ 'i 'ljj 

0 , 

:Jill :Ju 

J OJ, ,,,, ,, 

:~ :JL; 

yl:., 'j \ . ,i < L/ 

Commentary: Steadfastness means adhering firmly to the injunctions of Islam, to 

act upon what is ordained and avoid what is prohibited, to perform dutifully orders in 

respect of obligations and what is regarded desirable and avoid what is unlawful. Faith 

is not a mere expression of Shahadah. The real Faith is one which is coupled with its 

actual practice because practice of religion is in fact the fruit of Faith. A tree which 

does not bear any fruit , has no value, similarly; faith becomes meaningless without 

practice. Steadfastness is the mark of perfect Faith. 
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86. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Follow the Right Path of Faith 
strictly, and be steadfast; and keep in 
mind that none of you can achieve 
salvation through his (good) actions." 
Someone asked, "Not even you, 0 

Messenger of Allah?" He ~ said, "Not 
even me, unless Allah grants me His 

Mercy and Grace." [Muslim] 

, , , 

1;::'t.; ~ .&1 J.?-> Jlj : Ju 

~f ~ V ~f \~\j I lj;L_, 

L' ~f '1 ' : I It_; (( ~ ~<:'.. • J _,, ,, . r-; 
0 f '1 t ~f 'J _, n : J L; ~.&I J _? J 
~ I '.J tt I '.:. ~J, t. . , ' , Ji I , . J ~ ~: .; u--- ~~ ~ . 

~U. p) : ~L4:-, 'yl ._;;;. : :i.jj1 Jt; 

,~id1 I'' ' ' :II\; \J-~.&1 ,-,- ~ y':" ,:.r, ~J .r 

-~fa1 .&LJ '!;½1 f~ ~J 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that although the importance of Faith and its 

practice is beyond any shadow of doubt, because this is the only way to attain His 

Favours and Blessings, but one should not entirely depend upon practice only because 

any shortcoming (which one does not even know) can ruin a good deed. It is, 

therefore, essential that we also pray that our good deeds are accepted by Allah and 

that He grants us His Infinite Mercy and sincerity because even the greatest noble 

deed is invalid without it. 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



9- PONDERING OVER CREATION 

CHAPI'ER 9 

PONDERING OVER THE GREAT 

CREATION OF ALLAH, THE 

PASSING AWAY OF LIFE OF 

THE WORLD, THE HORRORS 

OF THE DAY OF REQUITAL AND 

LAXITY OF ONE'S NAFS. 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"I exhort you to one (thing) only: 

that you stand up for Allah's sake in 

pairs and singly, - and reflect (within 

yourselves the life history of the 

Prophet ~ )' " (34:46) 

"Verily! in the creation of the 

heavens and the earth, and in the 

alternation of night and day, there are 

indeed signs for men of understand­

ing. Those who remember Allah 

(always, and in prayers) standing, 

sitting, and lying down on their sides, 

and think deeply about the creation of 

the heavens and the earth, (saying): 

'Our Rubb! You have not created (all) 

this without purpose, glory to You! 

(Exalted be You above all that they 

associate with You as partners)"' 

(3:190,191) 

"Do they not look at the camels, how 

they are created? And at the heaven, 

how it is raised? And at the moun­

tains, how they are rooted (and fixed 

firm)? And at the earth, how it is 
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spread out? So remind them (0 

Muhammad ~ ), you are only a one 
who reminds." (88:17-21) 

"Have they not travelled through the 
earth, and seen ... " (47:10) 

Ayat of the Qur'an and Ahadith on 

the subject are many. See for example 

Hadith No. 66 mentioned before. 

CHAPfER 10 

HASTENING TO DO 

GOOD DEEDS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"So hasten towards all that is good." 
(2:148) 

"And march forth in the way (which 
leads to) forgiveness from your Rubb, 

and for Jannah as wide as are the 
heavens and the earth, prepared for 
Al-Muttaqun (the pious)." (3:133) 

87. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Be prompt in doing good deeds 

(before you are overtaken) by turbu­
lence which would be like a part of the 

dark night. A man would be a believer 
in the morning and turn to disbelief in 
the evening, or he would be a believer 
in the evening and turn disbeliever in 

the morning, and would sell his Faith 
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10- HASTENING TO DO GOOD DEEDS 

for worldly goods." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth tells that the Day of Resurrection will be preceded by a 

long chain of calamities. Because of the rush of these calamities, religion and Faith 

will loose their value in people. There will be a race for wealth, so much so that people 

would not hesitate to compromise their religion and Faith to acquire wealth. People 

will rapidly change their faces. This is what actually happening. In this situation true 

believers are exhorted to adhere strictly to Faith and perform noble deeds without 

delay. 

88. 'Uqbah bin AI-Harith ~ 41 ~ ) A ~J_:,.... cl;\ ,y : Jl!.11 -AA 

said: Once I performed the 'Asr prayer 
in AI-Madinah behind the Prophet ~ ­
He ~ got up quickly after finishing the 
prayer with Taslim, and stepping over 
the people, went to one of the rooms 
of his wives. The people were startled 

at his haste, and when he came out and 
saw their astonishment at his urgency 
he said, "I recalled that there was left 
with me some gold which was meant 
for charity; I did not like to keep it any 

longer, so I gave orders that it should 
be distributed." [Al-Bukhari] 

In another narration, Messenger of 
Allah said, "I had left some gold for 
Sadaqah in the house, and did not wish 
to keep it overnight." 

' • , 0 , ~f 
~ 
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Commentary: 

1. A person should not keep such a thing because of which his attention is diverted 

from Allah J>-J ;,,, towards that thing. 

2. Although it is undesirable to jump over the neck of people in ordinary 

circumstances but it is permissible when special conditions warrant it. 

89. Jabir = .ii i ~ J reported: A man, 
said to the Prophet ~ during the battle 
of Uhud: "Tell me where I shall be if I 

am killed." When he (~ ) replied that 
he would be in Jannah, the man threw 
away some dates which he had in his 
hand and fought until he was killed. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

_,, _.. ,.., t,., 0 , O -; ,; 

: JL; ~~\ _;t.; ..:.J;;.; 0l ~l; I 
,., J ,,. ,., o t,.. ,... o 

. ~ < ..:..,\' ' - ~It_; !!;C;._l\ . <-1-- ~ " y>..J <...s""' , . <-1--)) 

-~ ~ ·J:' ~ Jt_; ~ ,o_G 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions the passion of the Companions of the Prophet 

~ for Jihad and its reward which is]annah . It also says that if a person heartily desires 

martyrdom, Allah certainly grants him this distinction and honour. 

90. Abu Hurairah = .ii i ~ J said: 
There came a man to the Prophet ~ 
and said, "O Messenger of Allah, 
which charity is the most reward­
able?" He ~ said, "That you should 
give charity (in a state when you are) 
healthy and stingy and fear poverty, 
hoping to become rich ( charity in such 
a state of health and mind is the best). 
And you must not defer ( charity to 
such a length) that you are about to die 
and would be saying: 'This is for so­
and-so, and this for so-and-so.' Lo! It 
has already come into (the possession 
of) so-and-so.' ' [Al-Bukh[ui and Mus­

lim] 
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10- HASTENING TO DO GOOD DEEDS 

Commentary: Charity in the real sense is that which a person gives when he is 

healthy. If a person gives charity when he is facing death, it does not have much value 

before Allah. Moreover, in that condition he cannot give more than one-third of his 

property in charity because then it becomes the property of his successors, which 

cannot be spent even in the way of Allah. For this reason Allah has prescribed a limit 

in this respect, according to which if a person going through a mortal disease wants to 

give his property in charity or donate it for some charitable purpose, he cannot spend 

more than one-third of it on this account. This injunction is an inducement for people 

to hurry in doing good deeds, especially in the matter of alms and charity. In fact, he 

should do it without delay. 

91. Anas ..:.s- .&1 ~ .; said: Messenger 
of Allah ;i! took up a sword on the day 
of the battle of Uhud and said, "Who 
will take this sword from me?" Every­
one stretched forth his hand saying: "I 

will take it; I will take it." He (the 
Prophet ;i!) said, "Who will take it 
with its full responsibility (i.e., to use it 
to fight Allah's enemies with it)?" The 
Companions hesitated. Abu Dujanah 

..:.s- .ll l ~.; said: "I shall take it;" and 
with it he cracked the skulls of the 

pagans. [Muslim] 

'j > , t ,, ,,_.. t 
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;.+:,JJ~ ~\ : tt~~I f i.;, 11 ~ 

Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the chivalry and distinction of Abu Dujanah 

u- ..l,1 ~ .;, but it should not be taken to mean that other Companions of the Prophet 

~ showed cowardice on that occasion. The latter had in fact hesitated to get the 

honour and reward attached with the Prophet's sword. It is evident from the fact that 

when the Prophet ~ offered it without any condition everyone stretched his hand to 

take it. 
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92. Az-Zubair bin 'Adi said: We 

went to Anas bin Malik .:.s- 4 1 ~ J 

and complained to him of suffering at 
the hands of Al-Hajjaj. He replied: 
"Show endurance, for no time will 
come but will be followed by one worse 
(than the present one) till you meet 
your Rubb. I heard this from your 
Prophet :i!j." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: This Hadfth contains the prediction that with the passage of time, 

conditions will become from bad to worse with the result that rulers would become 

more and more cruel. In such circumstances, the remedy suggested here is that rather 

than making any effort to reform the rulers, one should try to reform oneself and 

worry to make one's own life in the Hereafter, and endure patiently the tyrannies 

perpetrated by the rulers. 

93. Abu Hurairah ~ 41 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah :i!j said, 
"Hasten to do good deeds before you 
are overtaken by one of the seven 
afflictions." Then (giving a warning) he 
said, "Are you waiting for such poverty 
which will make you unmindful of 

devotion; or prosperity which will 
make you corrupt, or disease as will 
disable you, or such senility as will 
make you mentally unstable, or sudden 
death, or Ad-Dajjal who is the worst 
expected absent, or the Hour, and the 
Hour will be most grievous and most 
bitter." [At-Tinnidhi] 
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10- HASTENING TO DO GOOD DEEDS 

Commentary: The purpose of this Had'ith is that before overcoming of the 

obstructions, one should do one's best to improve his Hereafter by means of good 

deeds lest one is deprived of good deeds by some obstruction. 

94. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: On the day of the battle of 
Khaibar, Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"I shall hand over this banner to one 
who loves Allah and His Messenger, 
and Allah will give us victory through 
him." 'Umar G- .iii ~J said: "I had 
never longed for leadership but that 
day I expected that I might be called 
for. However, Messenger of Allah ~ 

called 'Ali bin Abu Talib G- .iii ~J and 
handed the banner to him and said, 
"Go forth and do not turn around till 

Allah bestows victory upon you." (On 
hearing this) 'Ali proceeded a little 
and then halted and without turning 
around inquired in a loud voice: "O 
Messenger of Allah, for what shall I 

fight them?" He ~ replied, "Go on 
fighting till they affirm that none has 
the right to be worshiped but Allah 
and that Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allah. If they admit that, their lives 
and their properties will be secured, 
subject to their obligations according 
to Islam, and they will be answerable 
to Allah." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 
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1. This Had'ith refers to prominence, special distinction and greatness of 'Ali.:...- <ill~ J· 

2. It mentions the miracle of the Prophet ~ in the form of his prophecy about the 
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conquest of Khaibar which came true. 

3. Islamic sanctions would be applied on the apparent conduct of the people. Thus, a 

person who would announce his acceptance of Islam, will be considered a Muslim. 

What is hidden in his heart will be left to Allah. He will, however, be punished with 

retaliation (Qisas) in case of unjust murder and execution for apostasy. 

CHAPTER 11 

THE STRUGGLE (IN THE 

CAUSE OF ALLAH) 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"As for those who strive hard in Us 

(Our Cause), We will surely, guide 

them to Our paths (i.e., Allah's 

religion - Islamic Monotheism). And 

verily, Allah is with the Muhsinun 

(gooddoers)." (29:69) 

"And worship your Rubb until there 

comes unto you the certainty (i.e., 

death)." (15:99) 

"And remember the Name of your 

Rubb and devote yourself to Him with 

a complete devotion." (73:8) 

"So whosoever does good equal to 

the weight of an atom (or a small ant), 
shall see it." (99:7) 

"And whatever good you send before 

you for yourselves (i.e., Nawafil - non­

obligatory acts of worship: prayers, 

charity, fasting, Hajj and Umrah, etc.), 

you will certainly find it with Allah, 

better and greater in reward." (73:20) 

"And whatever you spend in good, 

surely, Allah knows it well." (2:273) 
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95. Abu Hurairah ~ <ll l ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Allah the Exalted has said: 'I will 

declare war against him who shows 

hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. 

And the most beloved thing with which 

My slave comes nearer to Me is what I 

have enjoined upon him; and My slave 

keeps on coming closer to Me through 

performing Nawafil (prayer or doing 

extra deeds besides what is obligatory) 

till I love him. When I love him I 

become his hearing with which he 

hears, his seeing with which he sees, 

his hand with which he strikes, and his 

leg with which he walks; and if he asks 

(something) from Me, I give him, and 

if he asks My Protection (refuge) , I 

protect him." ' [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 
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1. Those who make innovations in religion and associate partners with Allah (such as 

Hululi - who believe in the indwelling light in the soul of man, Wujudi - who believe in 

the physical form of Allah, and pagans who worship other than Allah) interpret this 

Had'ith in support of their beliefs and thus seek support of one wrong from another 

although the meaning and interpretation of the Hadfth is not at all what they describe. 

The Hadfth means that when a person adds voluntary prayers to the obligatory ones, 

he becomes a favourite slave of Allah and on account of it , he receives special help 

from Allah. Then he is protected by Allah to the extent that He supervises every organ 

of his body. Thus, he is saved from disobedience of Allah. He bears what is liked by 

Allah, sees what is liked by Him, handles what pleases Him. When he attains that lofty 

position of Jove and obedience of Allah, then Allah in return also grants prayers of His 

obedient and loyal slaves. 

2. A saint is not one who has a peculiar attire and appearance, or who occupies the 

seat of a righteous as his successor, or a person who is lost in meditation, or a half-
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mad, or one who has invented his own style of remembrance and worship of Allah, but 

it is one who strictly fulfills the obligations imposed by Islam, is fond of voluntary 

prayers and adheres to Divine injunctions in every walk of life. 

3. The love of such righteous is a means to attain the Pleasure of Allah, and enmity 

(hatred and repulsion) with them is a cause of His serious displeasure and wrath. 

4. Voluntary prayer is certainly a means of attaining the Pleasure of Allah, but it must 

be preceded by the fulfillment of obligatory prayers. The former is of no value if the 

latter is neglected. The desire to attain nearness of Allah without strict observance of 

the obligatory prayers is fallacious and meaningless. 

96. Anas = .:iii ~ J reported: The 

Prophet ~ said, "Allah says: 'When a 

slave of Mine draws near to Me a span, 

I draw near to him a cubit; and if he 

draws near to Me a cubit, I draw near 

to him a fathom. And if he comes to 

Me walking, I go to him running." ' 

[Al-Bukhari] 

,... .,,,., ,... .,, , ,., ,,.,. 

~l ~~ 1~l-' '\$.\~~ ~l ~~ 
JG! I~µ , \$.~ ~ ~~ \$.\J~ 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions infinite benevolence, generosity, kindness and 

regard of Allah for His slaves, which is evident from the reward that He gives to His 

slaves even on their minor good deeds. 

97. Ibn Abbas ~ .:iii ~ J reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "There are 

two blessings in which many people 

incur loss. (They are) health and free 

time (for doing good) ." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

.&1 , . , G -·1 · , :-.:Jl:.11 - W 
~J er. <! d' 

: ~ ,ili\ Jy~ JL; : Jl.i Q 

, ,,. 0 , ,, 

o\JJ llt_l~\J ,~\ : U""'L.J\ 

· (.? ) ~ \ 

1. Al-Ghabn in Arabic means loss. What it really signifies is to sell something of one's 

own on less than its due price, or to buy something on its double or triple price. In both 

cases one is a loser. When a person comes to know about such a loss, he repents and 
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feels sorry for it. This loss coupled with regret is calledAl-Ghabn. InAhadfth, man has 

been compared with trader, and health and leisure enjoyed by him with merchandise. 

One who uses his merchandise with care, gains profit while he who wastes it, that is to 

say, uses it carelessly, will be a loser on the Day of Resurrection. 

2. The majority of people do not take proper care of both these things, with the result 

that one wastes the time in useless activities and spends the physical strength and 

energy in the disobedience of Allah. One will have to face severe consequences of it on 

the Day of Resurrection when he will be brought into account for everything. 

98. 'A..ishah lp .&1 ._,,..;,J said: The 

Prophet ~ would stand (in prayer) so 

long that the skin of his feet would 

crack. I asked him, "Why do you do 

this while your past and future sins 

have been forgiven?" He said, "Should 

I not be a grateful slave of Allah?" 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

~ ..iii ~J ~~ ;_J- : e:1)1 - '\A 

IO i 11 ~ , !, ~ l5 ~,iz ~ ". I\ 01 '-F'"' ~ i.Y: ~ ½?; 

r.J : j ~ ii; , ~t;~ ;b:;; J;-

p ~J !.&\ J_?~ ~ 1.:J, ~ 

t;_, ~~ ~ r~ \; .il1 .&1 

~)1 ~1 ~\ ")l.;1n : JL; !~)-t 
0 ,.. ,.. ,,, > ,... <ii 

.1uJ i.u -~ J..i:.. ((~1->~ i~ 

~IJ,? ~ ~I J •~) '~,?~I 

_,, '• - : , II 
· "-:-"-" J. ·~ 

1. All the Prophets were free from major sins. However, some religious scholars justify 

some of their minor sins with plausible reasons but the majority of them maintain that 

they are free from all sins because of their innocence. In this situation, it does not 

make any sense to speak of their sins. But the fact of the matter is quite different. 

Anything short of excellent done by them is counted as a sin. 

2. The more one is rewarded by Allah, the greater the proportion of one's gratitude of 

Allah for His Benevolence should be. The best form of doing so is that one should not 

only be highly obedient and dutiful in the performance of the obligations but also add 

maximum voluntary prayers to them. 

99. 'A..ishah 1.p .&1 ._,,..;,J said: With the ..iii ~ J G~ ;_J- : c.r"WI -'\ '\ 

start of the last ten days of Ramadan, ~ .& 1 J _? ~ ~ l5 n : ..:J t.; it ~ 
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Messenger of Allah ii! would pray all 
the night, and would keep his family 
awake for the prayers. He tied his 
lower garment (i.e., avoided sleeping 
with his wives) and devoted himself 
entirely to prayer and supplication. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

o ,... ,... ,., ,, r 
. ~ ~ ((J_:4) 1 .i.:. J ~ J • .J.,;, I 

. ZiG;:; ~ ~ ~l}i l ~I : ~l~ly 

Commentary: One should try to do more good deeds in the blessed hours and 

times, as was the practice of the Prophet ~ during the last ten days of the month of 

Ramadan every year. 

100. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ii! said, 
"A strong believer is better and dearer 
to Allah than a weak one, and both are 
good. Adhere to that which is bene­
ficial for you. Keep asking Allah for 
help and do not refrain from it. If you 

are afflicted in any way, do not say: 'If I 
had taken this or that step, it would 
have resulted into such and such,' but 
say only: 'Allah so determined and did 
as He willed.' The word ' if opens the 
gates of satanic thoughts.'' [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

Cri'J ~;.; ~f :; : __,..,~L.:JI - ' •• 

:~ ..iii JyJ JL.i :Jl.i ~ ..iii 

.&1 J1 ~f J ::,;;. (S)Ji ~µ111 
, . , 

JS ~) -~1 ~µ1 ~ 

0µ . ~ 'JJ .&½ ~IJ 

Jf jJ : ~ ~ :_; ~t..;,\ 
: j; ~J • IJSJ \JS ~LS ~ l~ 
jJ : 0 ~ ~ y_; ~ G \; J .& 1 )~ 

·r1--- ~IJJ .11~1i,:~,1 ~ r? 
1. In this Hadith , goodness is acknowledged in weak as well as strong because the real 

Faith is a common feature of both. The one who is stronger is, however, better with 

Allah for the reason that he is more active and energetic in the matter of noble deeds 

and performance of ritual prayers, obligatory as well as voluntary. 

2. This Hadith ordains that in case of trouble, one should exercise patience and show 
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submission and obedience rather than saying 'ifs' and 'buts' about it, because it 

provides Satan with a chance to mislead the sufferer. 

101. Abu Hurairah ......:......., .ii i ~.) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said. 
"The (Hell) Fire is surrounded with all 
kinds of desires and passions, while 
Jannah is surrounded with adversities." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ .iii Jr-J 01 ~ :~L.:.J\ _, ·, 

-S-'lj+~ IL; ~81 ~n :J \j 

~ ·-·- (( ~1., Ll1 -, ', . ,. ~ ~j ; . ~ J 
0 "'. , 

(( ...::.-A.> )) 

Commentary: The way to Hell is littered with these evils. When a person crosses 

them, it is an indication that he has entered into Hell. On the other side exists a series 

of griefs and calamities, Islamic injunctions and obligations (the compliance with 

which is often irksome for man) impede his way to Jannah. When a person endures 

them with patience he, in fact, overcomes those obstacles and becomes eligible for 

Jannah . 

102. Hudhaifah ~ .wl ~.J reported: 
I offered Salat (Tahajjud - optional 
night prayer) with the Prophet ~ one 
night, and he started reciting (Surat) 

Al-Baqarah. I thought that he would 
bow at the end of one hundred Verses, 
but he continued reciting; I, then, 
thought that he would perhaps recite 
the whole (Surah) in a Rak'ah , but he 
proceeded on, and I thought he would 
perhaps bow on completing (this 
Surah); he then started (reciting 
Surat) An-Nisa '; he then started 
(Surat) Al- 'Imran and his recitation 

~i;. .iii~ ~f ~ :c:rl!ll _, •Y 

1,,...,.;>W, ...; : ~I\ ' L..a.;\11 ,0W1 · ; , , Jr- -?J , - <I 

: Jt; , I~+:;; .iii ~J ~ ~\ Jr-J fl 

-½l .s,1 ~ ~' E ~ 
~'.., ,._5 '. ~- '1'--':· , , ' ,,, , 
~ c;. ---u.s -•~' ~u 

~ , 0 ,.,.. ,,, ,.. , 

~ µ ~ !~ ~ -~4-JI 
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was unhurried. And when he recited 
the Verses which referred to the Glory 
of Allah, he glorified Him (by saying 
Subhan Allah - My Rubb, the Supreme 
is far removed from every imperfec­
tion), the Great, and when he recited 
the Verses that mention supplication, 
he supplicated, and when he recited 
the Verses that mention seeking 
Refuge of the Rubb, he sought (His) 
Refuge. Then he bowed and said: "My 
Rubb, the Supreme is far removed 
from every imperfection (Subhana 

Rabbiyal-Azim );" his bowing lasted 
about the same length of time as his 
standing ( and then on returning to the 
standing posture after Ruku ') he said: 
"Allah listened to him who praised 
Him (Sarni' Allahu Ziman hamidah, 

Rabbana wa lakal hamd)." Then he 
stood about the same length of time as 
he had spent in bowing. He then 
prostrated himself and said: "My 

Rubb, the Supreme is far removed 
from every imperfection (Subhana 

Rabbiyal-A 'la)," and his prostration 
lasted nearly the same length of time 
as his standing. [Muslim] 

11~ ,JL ~1~ ~ 11~ -~ 
.,.. ,., ,... .,,, J, ,... ,... • 

p. (!J ~ -~y-; ~~ ~ 
0~ ((~\ J.J 0~)) : J..,¾ 
:JL.; •! w O \''~ ,, ,, t-' ~ ., ~ .J><-' 4>-ySJ 

.i.u GJ 40~ ~ .&I ~)) 
,... :JS ,, ,... _,, J .,. 0 

G · 'Yu 1- ~w 'L; • • 11.i:;J\ --t -r -- i t-' 

0~1l : Jili ~ ~ •c!J ~ 
' G ~ , , , 0 ~ 11 1:. \r I ,_ ~ "_J, 
~ .. ;o.:i~ '-5"" '--'· 

Commentary: This Hadith makes the following three points clear: 

Firstly, optional Salat can also be performed in congregation. 

Secondly, as is commonly believed, it is not essential that in Salat, the Ayat of Qur'an 

are recited according to their sequence in the Book. It is permissible to recite them -

regardless of their sequence in the Qur'an. 

Thirdly, it is commendable to relatively prolong the optional prayers. 
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103. lbn Mas'ud ~ .&1 ~ J said: One 
night I joined the Prophet ~ in his 
(optional) Salat. He prolonged the 
standing so much that I thought of 
doing something evil. He was asked: 
"What did you intend to do?" He 
replied: "To sit down and leave him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

~ J j .)-"-----4 0:I :;. : e,81 - \ • Y" 

~ ~\ 2 ~ :J L; ~ -1 1 

~ _;;. r9i' Jt1t .ici 
~~ ~ ~J :~ !;_? ;~ 

. ..i;1_, ~I 01 ~ : JL; 
. , , ,_ ·-

-~ ~ 

1. This Hadith makes it evident that opposition of Imam (one who leads the prayer) is 

an evil act because one is ordered to follow him in the prayers. 

2. It is permissible to ask clarification of something which is ambiguous or abstruse. 

104. Anas ......:..Jo .ii I ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Three 
follow a dead body: members of his 
family, his possessions and his deeds. 
Two of them return and one remains 
with him. His family and his posses­

sions return; his deeds remain with 
him." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

-1 I ~ J _;-f :;. : __,..;,WI - \ • t 

>,:, )) . J li ~ ,iii\ ~ .:,, )- '. .i ~ t::=- ~ J • ., <J 

~~_, ;,k_, ;,i;,1 :t-i ·<~11 

Commentary: This Hadith induces one to perform such deeds which always remain 

with him in the grave, where every being and thing leaves one and he is all alone in the 

grave. What is left is his good deeds which become the means of refuge and salvation. 

105. lbn Mas'ud ~ .& 1 ~ J reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "Jannah is nearer 
to anyone of you than your shoe-lace, 
and so is the (Hell) Fire." [Al-Bukhari] 

j~ ,;r.l :./ :),i.. L?~W I - \ • o 

:~ ~\ Jl; :JL; ~ -11 ~ J 

.:W. '. : ~.b-l J ,1 ~./1 t;J,)) , .r-~, - ~ .r . 
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Commentary: Going to Jannah or Hell is the result of one's own actions, both are 

close to everyone. One will be admitted into Jannah if he does good deeds, and will be 

consigned to Hell if he does evil. After death, one's entitlement for Jannah or Hell will 

be decided. 

106. Rabi'ah bin Ka'b Al-Aslami 

~ .iii ~ J (a servant of the 
Messenger of Allah and also one of 

the people of As-Suffah) said: I used to 

spend my night in the company of 

Messenger of Allah ~ and used to put 

up water for his ablutions. One day he 
said to me, "Ask something of me." I 

said: "I request for your companion­

ship in Jannah ." He inquired, "Is there 

anything else?" I said, "That is all." He 

said, "Then help me in your request by 

multiplying your prostrations." [Muslim] 

y--1) ~i cf' : _).;, .j,tll - \ • "\ 

..iii J_,....J -i~t_;. ~½1 ~ </ ~ ) 

:JI.;~ .&I ~ J ~~\ ~f ~J ,~ 
~llZ ' ,... ..... , t , 0, 

- ~ ..:ill J_?~ (: ~\ -:...:Sn 

' 
(( __;L I) 

-~1 

Commentary: There was a terrace at the end of the Prophet's Mosque which is 

called As-Suffah in Arabic. People of poor means who were taught by him used to live 

there. This Hadith evidently shows the importance of good actions and faithful 

following of the practice of the Prophet ~- Leave others alone, in the absence of these 

two, even such people will not be close to the Prophet ~ who used to be all the time 

with him. It is not difficult to visualize the fate of those who neither perform good 

deeds nor follow in the footsteps of the Prophet ~-

107. Thauban = .ii i ~J said: I heard 
Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
"Perform Salah more often. For every 
prostration that you perform before 

Allah will raise your position one 
degree and will remit one of your 

sins." [Muslim] 

.&I .,:.;. ~f d" : r--'"' -:.Jl:.11 - \ • V 

I. , .j 1./ - . l • CI\ .,:.;. '1 : J 1.% , -
<..s' Y' .Y ~ .r , . Y. _J 

:Jli ~ ~\ ~) ~ ..ii i ~.,.:.:; 

: J~ ~ .&1 J~~ ~ 

J ~~ -~;.!JI r;s:~ ~ II 

4-: .&1 -!.W~ ~l ~0 .:u ~ 
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Commentary: Abundance of prostrations means strict observance of Salo,t and 

performance of obligatory and optional and voluntary prayers, it is a means for 

atonement of sins and the elevation of one's status in this life and the Hereafter. 

108. 'Abdullah bin Busr Al-Aslami 

w. .ii i ~ J said: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "The best of people is one whose 

life is long and his conduct is good." 

[At-Tirmidhi] 

Commentary: 

~1_,L, ':':f :}- : ?- Ll)I - \ • A 

..:il l ~ J ,.:.~_[:}~\ r, J. ..:ill ~ 
,,, , .,, .... 

, 0 • )) • .,.,i;;:; • I J , , JI: . J, I: ''., .r.> -~ .w Y.J u . '-' ,~ 

II~ :;,;..J ~~ JU, :; __r'Q\ 

-,. -,. ,, ,,. ;;: _, t • o,i , ,.. 

. ~ ~+'- : JL;_, ''-:?-½_;.ll ol_,_; 

. .J...+..)1 ~L__, .u1 t4 : 11..,.:_;n 

1. L-Ongevity of life is a blessing, provided it is accompanied by Faith and good deeds; 

otherwise, the longer life one has, the greater will be the number of sins. Such a long 

life is disastrous. 

2. Those who do not realize the blessings of longevity of life will be losers. 

109. Anas w. .iii ~J said: My uncle ~ 'j ~f:;. :?- ~WI - \• 4i 

Anas bin An-Nadr ~ 41 ~ J was j , .. J ~-•, ~ti :Jt.; ,~ ..iii 
absent from the battle of Badr and he u 

said: "O Messenger of Allah! I was 

absent from the first battle you fought 
against the pagans, and if Allah let me 

participate in a battle against the 
pagans, Allah will see what I do." So 

he encountered the day of Uhud 
Battle. The Muslims left the positions 

(the Prophet ~ told them to keep) and 
were defeated, he said: "O Allah! 

excuse these people (i.e., the Mus-

, ~ '. ~ ! .& I J _,..:., J L' : J ~ , ~~ 

<:r-?°/ ~\\ ..:.£lj ~q ~~\ u>' 

: < ~ 'i1 JG --~I t 1 : ~1 
~~ , '-1-- ~ 

fy, ~\5 a; .21 I_; t1 

:J~ -~~\ ,' ,; -;: ~\ 
Jj 
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lims) for what they have done, and I 
am clear from what the pagans have 
done." Then he went forward with his 
sword and met Sa'd bin Mu'adh 

(fleeing) and said to him: "By the 
Rubb of the Ka'bah! I can smell the 
fragrance of Jannah from a place 
closer than Uhud Mount. " Sa'd said: 
"O Messenger of Allah, what he did 
was beyond my power." Anas said: 
"We saw over eighty wounds on his 
body caused by stabbing, striking and 

shooting of arrows and spears. We 
found that he was killed, and mutilated 

by the polytheists. Nobody was able to 
recognize him except his sister who 
recognized him by the tips of his 

fingers. " Anas ~ 4 1 ~ .> said: "We 
believe that the Ayah 'Among the 
believers are men who have been true 
to their covenant with Allah [i.e., they 
have gone out for Jihad (holy fighting), 
and showed not their backs to the 
disbelievers] ... ' (33:23), refers to him 

and his like." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

.,., ,., ,, t ;: t 
I.:. ..:DI \' '\' - ...,~\ .. , -, -~ .r.J . '--:F"'-
.,., J o " ,... I 

~ - ~µ1 ~ - ; 'JY, ~ 

: J~ -~~ ~ ~ ~i)>.~ r~ 
~ JJ t.;J1 !~~ J ~ ½ 

~J~ ~ ~~ ~ i Jt , ~ b7
)\ 
, 

~ ~ : i,:o, I w : l.:....::, J L; . ~ \ 

. , 
'<;" ~ 

,... ., 0 ,., " ..... 0 

J? ~ ;~~.:,.:, ' -~ 
~i ~/ t_j ~.,s/~11 

;s) ~t;i1 ~ ~:'~ 11 41 :-.;.p,, : :J_;; 

~}~) '':!"QJ ~i ..ii i 0~ :~\ ,~1:,.i1 

. r1s-l ..ti 1J , ~t.t ;G;J , ~ 

1. This Hadith brings into prominence the exemplary life of the Companions of the 

Prophet ~ for martyrdom and Jannah . 

2. It also shows the enthusiasm of the believers for dedicating their lives to good deeds 

and their fervent supplication for their acceptance by Allah. 
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110. Abu Mas'ud 'Uqbah bin 'Amr 
Al-Ansari ~.iii,_,;,_; said: When the 
Ayah enjoining Sadaqah (charity) was 
revealed,* we used to carry loads on 
our backs to earn something that we 
could give away in charity. One person 
presented a considerable amount for 
charity and the hypocrites said: "He 

has done it to show off." Another one 

gave away a few Sa' of dates and they 
said: "Allah does not stand in need of 
this person's dates." Thereupon, it was 
revealed: 

"Those who defame such of the 

believers who give charity (in Allah's 
Cause) voluntarily, and such who could 
not find to give charity (in Allah's 

Cause) except what is available to 
them ... " (9:79) 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

., ~ '-!; \ :_;. : ?- <J":? l:.J I - \ \ • 

Cri'J ~J:i)\ ~,?~½\ Jr" 0 ~ 
J~1 Ll ..:.3~: l,j : Jt,; I ~'.; .{ii\ 
, - J' --

,... .,, J ,... J , _,, J 

.: t..;.; I \_; ~ * _}i ~ t;._; L5 
, .,,,... ,... ,,. .;; _,, ~ , ,., 

: I I w_ •~< , • J ~ l .;_ y ..p- ;~ u-J 

:;•1 ;,:; ~T j.,;~ .:~J •;1; 
,...,... .;; , ,.,.,, 

t_l.;:, :}- ~ .&1 0t : l)w t_~ 
, -
6~ u.Jr ➔ : ..:J;.; , 1.:J. 
~~\ · -=- · :>i1 -=- -: -,~_,,.\\ 

/ ~ ~_,...., ~ ~~ 
4..>_'11 ,i,_ _,,.,,. _ _,. 11 5 ~ -q ~ jf "\ ..>~ "' l> ;,• ~,,. :J 

. ~:;..:,. . [VO. : '½J.li] 

'-?i : ~I ;L,j½J , 0}.ll r-4 H1~.Jll 

, I'.. '-J...a.:S' ,,' 01',fl, 0 '.I:. \; ~~j '1_.:_'. "ii, "' _J , .T- . -~ ...,,.,.. (,)'7-:. 

* This is the Ayah in which Allah says! "Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth in 

order to purify them and sanctify them with it, and suppliate Allah for them ... " (9:103) 

Commentary: This Hadfth shows that everyone can give charitable donation 

according to one's means. It can be more or less as one likes. To regard those as showy 

and criticize those who pay less to withhold them from alms amounts to hypocrisy. 

Believers must ignore such criticism of the hypocrites and refrain from such things in 

their dealings. 

111. Abu Dharr ,:..&, .iii~_; said: The 
Prophet ~ said, "Allah, the Exalted, 
and Glorious, said; 'O My slaves, I 
have prohibited Myself injustice; and 
have made oppression unlawful for 
you, so do not oppress one another. 
0 My slaves, all of you are liable to err 
except the one whom I guide on the 

µ 0 ~ :_;. : ?' t'.UI - \ \ \ 

<s.\ :_J- , J..;j: c.r. ~J :_;. , j:_;JI 
~ .,. ,f ,, ,, 

~ ~ ~\ :.J- , ~ 41 Cri'J , ~;c;_ 

~II : Jt,; ~\ JL;iy i_\J~ .{ii\ :_J- (SJ~ 
, - , 

J;, ~I ~? Jt !-,?:?~ 
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Right Path, so seek guidance from Me 
so that I will guide you to the Right 
Path. 0 My slaves, all of you are 
hungry except the one whom I feed, so 
ask food from Me, I will feed you. 0 
My slaves, all of you are naked except 
those whom I clothe, so ask clothing of 
Me and I shall clothe you. 0 My slaves, 
you commit sins night and day and I 
forgive all sins, so seek My forgiveness 
and I shall forgive you. 0 My slaves, 
you can neither do Me any harm nor 
can you do Me any good. 0 My slaves, 
were the first of you and the last of 
you, the human of you and jinn of you 
to be as pious as the most pious heart 
of any man of you, that would not 
increase My domain a thing. 0 My 
slaves, were the first of you, and the 
last of you, the human of you and the 
jinn of you to be as wicked as the most 

wicked heart of any man of you, that 
would not decrease My domain in a 
thing. 0 My slaves, were the first of 
you and the last of you, the human of 
you and the jinn of you to stand in one 
place and make a request of Me, and 
were I to give everyone what he 
requested, that would not decrease 
what I have, any more than a needle 
decrease the sea if put into it. 0 My 
slaves, it is but your deeds that I reckon 
for you and then recompense you for, 
so let him who finds good (i.e., in the 
Hereafter) praise Allah and let him 
who finds other than that blame no 
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~f ~~\ 0 \Jt !<.,?~~ 

.i::-., ~ , ~½l ~_,f ~ -~ 

one but himself." ' [Muslim] 

-;J- .i::-., ~) ,41 ~ 

Jt_; .II~ 'lt :;; -)Ii 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions the Power and Majesty of Allah and stresses 

that one should supplicate Allah for everything that one needs. From guidance to 

sustenance, the treasures of everything are with Him - the treasures which are 

unlimited and any withdrawal from them does not make any reduction in them. 

Similar is the case of His Sovereignty; it is not affected even if the whole universe 

supports or opposes them. Thus, it is in the interest of man that he should dedicate 

himself entirely to Allah and beg all his needs from Him and Him Alone. 
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CHAPfER 12 

URGING 

INCREASING GOOD ACTIONS 

IN LATER PART OF LIFE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Did We not give you lives long 

enough, so that whosoever would 

receive admonition, - could receive it? 

And the warner came to you." (35:37) 
Ibn 'Abbas and others said that "long 

enough" in the Verse means sixty 
years. The Hadfth which follows sup­
ports this. Others said it means eigh­
teen years; Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Al­
Kalbi and Masruq said it means forty 
years, it has also been reported by Ibn 
Abbas and others that whenever the 
people of Al-Madinah turned forty 
years of age, they would devote 
themselves completely to worship. 
"Long enough" in the Verse has also 
been interpreted to mean the age of 

puberty. Ibn 'Abbas and the majority 
of Muslim scholars said that the 
"warner" in the Verse refers to the 
Prophet ~- 'Ikrimah bin 'Umaiyyah 
and others interpreted this word as the 
grayness or whiteness of hair." Allah 
knows better. 

112. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~_; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Allah 
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12- GOOD ACTIONS IN LATER LIFE 

excuses and grants forgiveness to a 

person until he attains the age of sixty 

years." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

~ 11; :j;.)1 :)J.( J~ .ij_j\ !~ ~( 

. ,,l;J1 _) ~WI 

L This Hadith makes it evident that Allah does not punish any individual or nation 

without warning them first. 

2. The second point is that a person who is given sixty years of life and yet he neglects 

the obligations of Faith, will have no excuse. 

3. After the age of sixty years, one must not neglect his religious obligations because 

then one is closer to death. Although one may die even at a young age, in youth one is 

still hopeful of life_ After crossing the age of sixty, to hope for longer age, while leading 

a sinful life and defying Divine injunctions constitute a disastrous conduct. May Allah 

save us from doing so. 

113. Ibn 'Abbas ~ .&1 ~ .) said: 

'Umar = .& 1 ~ J used to make me sit 
with the noble elderly men who had 

participated in the battle of Badr. 

Some of them disliked it and said to 

'Umar: "Why do you bring in this boy 

to sit with us when we have sons like 
him?" 'Umar replied: "Because of the 

status he has, which you already know 
about (i.e., belongs to the source of 

knowledge and the house of the 

Prophet ~ )-" One day, 'Umar called 
me and seated me in the gathering of 

those people; and I think that he called 
me just to show them ( of my religious 

knowledge). 'Umar then questioned 

them (in my presence)- "How do you 

Ji\~) ;J- 0l5 :Jli -~ ..iii 

0lsj - ~~ -t~1 2 ~~ ~ 
~I ·Jli; '.: . i_;,' ,, ,_,, 
I' . ~ --1,- .) ~ 

~ ! ~ t~\ ci_, ~ 1.:Js Y.-½ 

-~ _);-;t ,iY- -:.,\~ _;~~ 

~\ ~- - -~; ~\ G.J_°I', t_j ;. ,, Y- '-:F- _, 
' ,, > , ,... ,, ,... 

.w\ J~ ~ 0)~ ~ : J\j ~} 
,,,,,,, > ,.,,. -..,,,,,, ,,,,, ~ ,... ,.. 
;iii ~ ;~ l~l:r :__,l~ 

:~ Jlii [, :~\] <(2-:n~ 
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II 128 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

interpret the Ayah of Allah: 'When 

there comes the Help of Allah (to you, 
0 Muhammad ~ against your 
enemies) and the Conquest (of Mak­
kah). "' Someone said that when Al­

lah 's Help and the Conquest ( of 
Makkah) came to us, we were called 
upon to celebrate the Praise of Allah 
and ask for His forgiveness. Some 
others remained silent and did not 
utter a word. Thereupon 'Umar asked 
me: "Ibn 'Abbas! Do you say the 
same." I replied : "No ." He said: 
"What do you say then?" I replied: 
"That is the sign of the Prophet's death 

about which he had been informed. 
Allah, the Exalted, says: 

'When there comes the help of 
Allah (to you, 0 Muhammad ~ 
against your enemies) and the Con­

quest (of Makkah).' 
'So declare the remoteness of your 

Rubb from every imperfection, and ask 
for His forgiveness. Verily, He is the 

One Who accepts the repentance and 
Who forgives."' 

On that 'Umar -w- .ii i ~J said: "I do 
not know anything about it other than 
what you have said." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

~ ~ 
J); ~lsf 
: JL; . 'JI : ili \,..,~ &.1 ~ 

~Y-> y.:-1; :~ ~J); \_j 

:~ 1 :1➔ : JL; j ~\ -~ ,ili\ 
,,.. ,... I A,.>".,,,,.,,,.,,.,, ,,,,.,., > ,,,,, 

.,;')\;. ~~J "'\~1.., ;iii ~ 
C , 
>• •/ •'/ ".'1·/ ,.,..,"" .,,-,:::i._ :11 ' '1 
~\J ~.J ~ ~ r ~ 
Jili [r :.,..aJIJ ~~1; 56 Pi 
I :'. . . l; f \.. ,, , , I . , , 
~' :,;s, ..u ~-> ~ 

,..,,,. ::;; 

. -?/~I ol_u . J..,Z ~ 'Jil 

1. This value of man does not go with the length of age but with that of intellect, 

intelligence, knowledge and consciousness. For this reason, a young boy can have 

precedence and preference over the elders due to his clear understanding and vast 

knowledge. 

2. When a person gets closer to death, he must devote himself more and more to the 

praise and glorification of Allah and beg pardon from Him. 
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12- GOOD ACTIONS IN LATER LIFE 

114. '.Ai.shah 4.:..- .iii ~ J said: After 
the revelation of ( the Surah) "When 
the Help of Allah comes ( to you, 0 
Muhammad ~ against your enemies) 
and the Conquest ( of Makkah )" 
(110:1), Messenger of Allah ~ used 
to recite in every prayer: "Subhanaka 

Rabbana wa bihamdika, Allahum­

maghfir Ii (Far removed You are from 

.&1 - · • Gti ·~ : --:Jl:.11 - , , t 
~ ) , <J 

~ .iii J_?J J:c, ~ <.fa ~ 

:~ 1:1 ➔ ~ -:J) 0f ~ b~ 
: 4-:-' J ~- '11 4-2 ':;if' .&1 _. ~-: - ~ ~ J ~ ~ 

~~I\ .ii~_, G) ~~)) 
. ..Ji'-·- 11J ,.'.I - ~ . ~ 

every imperfection, our Rubb, and all · 0 lS : ~ 11 . : .:_ _-;- •-11 11 _ _.: • 1 • · • ~ ...,,, ~ J-3 ._/J 
praise is for You, forgive me, 0 

Allah). " 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 
Allah ~ recited frequently in bowing 
and prostration: "Subhanaka Rabbana 

wa bihamdika, Allahum-maghfir ii . (Far 

removed You are from every imperfec­
tion, our Rubb, and all praise is for 
You, forgive me, 0 Allah)." He 
elucidated that it has been com­
manded in the Noble Qur'an to 
recite: "So glorify the Praises of your 

Rubb, and ask for His forgiveness. 
Verily, He is the One Who accepts 
the repentance and Who forgives." 
(V.110:1) And he (the Messenger of 
Allah) acted upon it. 

According to the narration in 

Muslim, Messenger of Allah ~ 
frequently recited these words just 
before he passed away: "Subhanaka 

Rabbana wa bihamdika. Astaghfiruka 

wa atubu ilaika." I (' .Ai.shah 4.:..- .ii 1 ~ J) 
asked him: "O Messenger of Allah! 

~ ) \; ~ : :sf «01)1 J~~» ._;.;;, 

;~ ~➔ J~ ~) ~ \!1)1 c) 
( 
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What are these new words which I hear 
from you repeatedly." He replied, "A 
sign has been appointed for me 
relating to my people that I should 
repeat these words at the sight of that 
sign." Then he recited Surat An-Nasr. 

Another narration in Muslim re­

lated from 'Aishah 4-.:..- .iii ~ J is: 
Messenger of Allah m often recited, 
"Glory be to Allah and praise be to 
Him; I seek forgiveness of Allah and 
tum to Him in repentance." I said to 
him: "O Messenger of Allah, I hear 
you recite frequently: 'O Allah, You 
are free from every imperfection our 
Rubb and all praise is for You; I seek 
forgiveness of Allah and tum to Him in 
repentance."' He replied, "My Rubb 

has informed me that I would soon see 
a sign regarding my people, whenever I 

see it, I repeat this statement more 
often (of His Glorification and Praise 
and beg pardon of Him and tum to 
Him) . Now I have witnessed the sign. 
The revelation of Surat An-Nasr and 
the victory is the conquest of Makkah." 

"When there comes the Help of 
Allah (to you, 0 Muhammad ~ 
against your enemies) and the Con­
quest (of Makkah). And you see that 
the people enter Allah's religion 
(Islam) in crowds. So glorify the 
Praises of your Rubb, and ask His 
forgiveness . Verily, He is the One Who 
accepts the repentance and Who 
forgives. " (110:1-3) 
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13- WAYS OF DOING GOOD 

Commentary: 

1. Acceptance and approval of reciting the words 'Subhanaka Rabbana wa bihamdika, 

Allahum-maghfirli' in Ruku ' and Sujud respectively, instead of the words 'Subhana 

Rabbiyal-Azim' and 'Subhana Rabbiyal-A 'la ' . 

2. One must express his gratitude to Allah whenever he receives a blessing from Him . 

115. Anas .:...- .&1 ~ ) said: Allah the 
Rubb of honour and glory sent Revela­

tion to His Messenger ~ more 
frequently before his death than at 

any other time. [Al-Bukhfui and Mus­

lim] 

.,0 / • _.. -- t o _.. 

~ .:ill :.ri'.J ~I ,y- :~l,;I -\ \o 

✓)1 EG y,_, / .&1 0t : J L; 

, ._;~ ' ' 1'; ~ .&1 J , , 1;: 
,, J u-"' - , , Y"".) '-5'"" 

. ~;-)1 0l5 ~ .}sf J'J, ~ 

Commentary: During the last days of the Prophet ~ the abundance of Wahy 

(Revelation) was an indication that he was about to leave this world . 

116. Jiibir .....:.J- .&1 ~J said: The 
Prophet ~ said, "Every one will be 
raised in the condition in which he 

dies." [Muslim] 

.&\ :.ri'J / ~ ;_;. : ~WI - \ \ "\ 

JS ~ ll :m ~I jL; :Jli ~ 

-r-1----;1).) ((~ ...:..,~ ~ J.;, µ 

Commentary: This Hadfth has a meaning similar to the one quoted at another place 

which signifies that if a person dies performing good deeds, he will have a good end; 

and the one who dies in misdeeds, he will come to a bad end. It is, therefore, necessary 

that one should always avoid disobedience of Divine injunctions, especially in old age 

and illness because one may fall in the clutches of death at any time. 

CHAYfER 13 

NUMEROUS WAYS OF DOING 

GOOD 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
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II 132 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

" ... and whatever you do of good 

deeds, truly, Allah knows it well." 

(2:215) 

"And whatever good you do, (be 

sure) Allah knows it." (2:197) 

"So whosoever does good equal to 

the weight of an atom (or a small ant), 

shall see it." (99:7) 

''Whosoever does a good deed, it is 

for his ownself ... " (45:15) 

117. Abu Dharr .:.s. .ii i ~ ) reported: 
I asked: "O Messenger of Allah! 

Which action is the best?" He ~ 
said, "Faith in Allah and Jihad in the 
way of Allah. " I asked: "Which neck 
(slave) is best (for emancipation)?" He 
said, "That which is dearest of them in 

price and most valuable of them to its 
masters." I asked: "If I cannot afford 
(it)?" He said, "Then help a labourer 

or work for one who is disabled." I 
asked: "If I cannot do (it)?" He said, 
"You should restrain yourself from 
doing wrong to people, because it 
(serves as) charity which you bestow 
upon yourself." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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13- WAYS OF DOING GOOD 

Commentary: This Hadith shows the excellence of Jihad and emancipation of 

slaves. It also highlights the importance of co-operation and sympathy with others. 

Similarly, one who refrains from putting others into trouble, his reward for it is no less 

than that of propitiatory offering and kindness. It also tells that faith in Allah is the 

basis for the acceptance of good deeds. In fact, conduct is the fruit of one's Faith. 

Without Faith nothing will be acceptable by Allah. 

118. Abu Dharr ~ 41 <..J4'J reported: Cri'"j ~f ~~ ~f ~ :_;l.:.ll -\ \A 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When 
you get up in the morning, charity is 
due from every one of your joints. 
There is charity in every ascription of 
glory to Allah; there is charity in every 
declaration of His Greatness; there is 
charity in every utterance of praise of 

Him; there is charity in every declara­
tion that He is the only true God 
(worthy of worship); there is charity in 
enjoining good; there is charity in 
forbidding evil. Two Rak'ah of Duha 

(Forenoon prayer) is equal to all this 
(in reward)." [Muslim] 

, , 'n 
~ 

~J ~I ~I ~ «_;)l..:.] 111 

.~l:~1 -~Jr')\JI 

Commentary: There are three hundred and sixty joints in a human body. It is these 

joints which enable him to work and make all kinds of movements. If man's body did 

not have these joints it would have been impossible for him to sit, stand, lie, move and 

make use of different organs of his body. Thus every joint is a blessing for which one 

must express gratitude to Allah. It is yet another Blessing of Allah that He has also 

told man a very easy way of thanksgiving which can be practised even by the poorest 

man in the world. This means of thanksgiving is recitation of Tasbih (Subhan Allah), 

Tahmid (Al-hamdu lillah) , Takbir (Allahu Akbar), Tahlil (La ilaha illallah) , and to 

preach virtue and forbid wrong/unlawful, etc. If one is unable to do even this, then he 

should perform two Rak'ah prayer at any time between sunrise and sunset. If one 
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wants to enlarge their number, he can increase them to eight with the condition that 

the eight are divided into four couplets. 

119. Abu Dharr ~ .iii ~ .J reported: 

The Prophet ~ said, "The deeds of my 

people, good and bad, were presented 

before me, and I found the removal of 

harmful objects from the road among 

their good deeds, and phlegm which 

might be in a mosque left unburied 

among their evil deeds." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

1. Allah has listed in virtue even the good deed which is for the benefit of people or 

can save them from loss. What is its opposite, however small it may be, is reckoned as 

mischief. This Hadith induces one to do good deeds to attain the Pleasure of Allah and 

prevents one from evil deeds so that one is saved from the displeasure of Allah. 

2. The Hadith enjoins cleanliness of mosques and forbids throwing of anything there 

which violates its sacredness, i.e., spitting. If any such dirty thing is found there, it must 

be removed immediately. 

120. Abu Dharr ~ .iii ~ .J reported: 

Some people said to Messenger of 

Allah ~: "O Messenger of Allah, the 

rich have taken away ( all the) reward. 

They observe Salat (prayers) as we do; 

and give Sadaqah (charity) out of their 

surplus wealth." Upon this he (the 

Prophet ~ ) said, "Has Allah not 

prescribed for you ( a course) follow­

ing which you can (also) give Sadaqah? 

In every declaration of the glorification 

of Allah (i.e. , saying Subhan Allah) 

there is a Sadaqah, and in every Takbir 

(i.e., saying Allahu Akbar) is a Sada­

qah, and in every celebration of praise 

(saying Al-hamdu Zillah) is a Sadaqah , 

~ : i}L; L.:L; 01 : ~ Ll_;I - \ 'I' • 

:!_:i.J1 ~1 0~ !.&I J~_; 
, ,µ w ~~ 
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13- WAYS OF DOING GOOD 

and in every declaration that He is 

One (La ilaha illallah) is a Sadaqah , 

and in enjoining of good is a Sadaqah , 

and in forbidding evil is a Sadaqah, and 

in man's sexual intercourse (with his 

wife) there is a Sadaqah." They (the 

Companions) said: "O Messenger of 

Allah, is there reward for him who 

satisfies his sexual need among us?" 

He said, "You see, if he were to satisfy 

it with something forbidden, would it 

not be a sin on his part? Similarly, if he 

were to satisfy it legally, he should be 

rewarded." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith highlights two important points. Firstly, the enthusiasm 

of the Companions of the Prophet ~ for surpassing each other in good actions. 

Secondly, it tells that virtue has a vast meaning in Islam and it includes every action 

which is done with good intention, provided it does not involve disobedience of Allah. 

So much so that it covers even natural activities of man which fall in the category of 

Mubah (that which is permissible and may be omitted without fear of sin) and one is 

rewarded for them. Not only that, one is rewarded even for abstaining from a sin on 

the condition that the abstention is for the obedience of Allah. Then abstention rises 

to the level of an act of obedience and is rewarded likewise. 

121. Abu Dharr ,:,.s, .iii~) reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "Do not belittle 

any good deed, even meeting your 
brother (Muslim) with a cheerful face. " 

[Muslim] 

J JI.; :Jl; ~ :~WI -\Y\ 

'-::-'.J~\ ~ ~~ '111 : ~ &Ji 
•' i:)~\ ~\ ~ .j\ • I~ 2_:, 
~ ~ 1..5'-'-' .Y ./ 

·r1--·1_,~((~ 
Commentary: We learn from this Hadfth that meeting somebody cheerfully is also a 

virtue for two reasons. Firstly, it is a sign of good manners. Secondly, it creates 

affection and friendship among the Muslims which is a meritorious act. 
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122. Abu Hurairah ......:,.J, .iii ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah * said, 
"Every day the sun rises charity 

(Sadaqah) is due on every joint of a 
person: you administer justice between 
two men is a charity; and assisting a 
man to mount his beast, or helping him 
load his luggage on it is a charity; and a 
good word is a charity; and every step 
that you take (towards the mosque) for 
Salat (prayer) is a charity and removing 
harmful things from the road is a 
charity." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In Muslim, it is reported on the 

authority of 'A.ishah Lp- .ii i ~ .J that 

Messenger of Allah * said, "Everyone 
of the children of Adam has been 
created with three hundred and sixty 

joints; so he who declares the Glory of 
Allah (i.e., saying Allahu Akbar), 

praises Allah (i.e., Al-hamdu lillah ), 

declares Allah to be One (i.e., La ilaha 

illallah ), glorifies Allah, and seeks 
forgiveness from Allah (i.e. , Astaghfir­

ullah ), and removes stone, or thorn, or 

bone from people's path, and enjoins 
good and forbids evil, to the number of 
those three hundred and sixty, will 
walk that day having rescued himself 
from Hell. " 
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. 11! 81 ✓ ~ c_~j 
Commentary: This Hadfth also tells that even a person who does not have the 

capacity to pay Sadaqah (charity, alms, propitiatory offerings, etc.) can also pay it in 
the manner prescribed above and earn its reward. Moreover, he can also pay alms for 
the joints in his body. 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



13- WAYS OF DOING GOOD 

123. Abu Hurairah ....:......,, <Uli ~J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "He 
who goes to the mosque at dawn or 
dusk (for Salat) , Allah prepares a 
hospitable abode for him in Jannah, 

every time when he walks to it or 
comes back from it." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

~\ 
>• , 

: C:' L.:.l I -H~ ✓ ~ . , , 

: Jli ~\ Jl \..,lj; ~)) j\ 

'-J:) ~\ _j J i1 ~\ ,c_\J 
. ~ ~ (([_\J j1 1:ii LJs 

. ~ \':' t;' '-'.,I\' ..;., ~I\ : 11J~i1p1 , . . ~ J '-'J.r J r .r 

Commentary: This Hadith induces us to go to the mosque and perform Salat in 

congregation. 

124. Abu Hurairah ....:......,, <Uli ~J 

reported: 0 Muslim women, never 
belittle any gift you give your neigh­
bour even if it is a hoof of a sheep." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

, ,,, ,,, ,.. 
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'J !..;-,~I ~~ ~n :~ 'Ill\ 

: ~ 'j ' I~ I:/ bJ ! , \_;. ~ ,. ' : 
..., , J;, y..,, '-1!'.;.J • , • _; . u~ 

-~ '2 ((.G . ~- , 

Commentary: This Hadith enjoins that any gift presented sincerely by a neighbour 

should not be treated as humble, however ordinary it may be, because in spite of being 

of small worth it has a high value with Allah. 

125. Abu Hurairah .:.s- ...u l ~ J: The 
Prophet ~ said, "Iman has over 
seventy branches, the uppermost of 
which is the declaration: 'None has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah'; and 
the least of which is the removal of 
harmful object from the road, and 
modesty is a branch of Iman. " [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: 

1. This Hadfth tells us that from the standpoint of practice, Faith has several stages. It 

also tells that Faith and practice are inseparable. 

2. It also makes evident the importance and excellence of bashfulness because it 

induces a person to good deeds and deters him from evils. 

126. Abu Hurairah .....:...Jo .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"While a man was walking on his way 

he became extremely thirsty. He found 

a well, he went down into it to drink 

water. Upon leaving it, he saw a dog 

which was panting out of thirst. His 

tongue was lolling out and he was 

eating moist earth from extreme thirst. 

The man thought to himself: 'This dog 
is extremely thirsty as I was.' So he 

descended into the well, filled up his 

leather sock with water, and holding it 

in his teeth, climbed up and quenched 

the thirst of the dog. Allah appreciated 

his action and forgave his sins." The 

Companions asked: "Shall we be 

rewarded for showing kindness to the 

animals also?" He ~ said, "A reward 

is given in connection with every living 
creature." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In the narration of Al-Bukhari, the 

Prophet ~ is reported to have said: 
"Allah forgave him in appreciation of 
this act and admitted him to Jannah." 

Another narration says: "Once a 
dog was going round the well and was 
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about to die out of thirst. A prostitute fa ;: ; , ; , ,,_., J , : ;: '. ~ ~; 
of Banu Israel happened to see it. So 
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13- WAYS OF DOING GOOD 

she took off her leather sock and 
lowered it into the well. She drew out 
some water and gave the dog to drink. 
She was forgiven on account of her 
action." 

Commentary: 

1. This Hadfth emphasizes the importance of kindness to every creature, even animals, 

because Allah is pleased with such kindness. 

2. Allah's Quality of mercy and forgiveness is immensely vast. If He wants He may 

forgive a person even on a minor good action done by him. 

127. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ .) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "I saw 
a man going about in Jannah (and 
enjoying himself) as a reward for 

cutting from the middle of the road, 
a tree which was causing inconveni­
ence to the Muslims." [Muslim] 

Another narration says: "A man 

who passed by a branch of a tree 
leaning over a road and decided to 
remove it, saying to himself, 'By Allah! 

I will remove from the way of Muslims 
so that it would not harm them.' On 
account of this he was admitted to 
Jannah.' ' 

According to the narration in A/­

Bukhari and Muslim: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "While a man was 
walking, he saw a thorny branch on 
the road, so he removed it and Allah 
appreciated his action and forgave 
him." 

::, ,, Jo,, ,, 

~\ ,y ,:...- :? L?:?wl -,Yv 

. ~ ~)- ~-'\)' .'.JJii : Jt; ~' -.I . ·. . 
~I.:. ~ ~ . - , -;, · U1 
~ ~ , _r"-"' -.I , . 

110-.~' ~ii L?~j; ~\5 ~f-JI 

!.&1_:; :J \.i; ~), ~ fi 

'J 0--~ ~ii ~ Iii ~½ 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 140 II Riy<id-us-S<iliheen 

Commentary: The act of saving people from harm and loss is greatly liked by Allah, 

no matter how small it is. Allah is greatly pleased if a person removes from the passage 

something that causes harm to people. On the contrary, persons who restrict or 

obstruct passages and thereby create inconvenience for the passers-by, as is usually 

done with great audacity on marriage parties, or create trouble for people by 

encroachment, do in fact incur Allah's displeasure. But our moral sense has been so 

blunted that rather than feeling any compunction, we do such things boastfully 

forgetting that 'Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return. ' We have 

now become so low that we take pride in going against our religious teachings and 

practices thus incurring Allah's displeasure. Is there any further stage of moral 

turpitude and revolt against Him? 

128. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who performs his Wudu' perfectly 
and comes to Jumu 'ah prayer and 

listens ( to the K.hutbah) silently, the 
sins which he has committed since the 
previous Friday plus three more days 
(i.e., 10 days) will be forgiven for him. 
One who distracts himself with pebbles ' 
during the K.hutbah will not get the 

(Jumu 'ah) reward." [Muslim] 

2; ~ j -..J -~L 0-;:'.J -7,· .,I 

~ _:;., -r~1 ~~ ~;~)-' ~ 1 
, 

·r1---- ~1J~ 11 w ~ ~1 

Commentary: This Hadith brings into prominence the following five important 

points: 

1. It induces one to take full care in ablutions, that is to say, it should be strictly 

performed according to Sunnah. 

2. The excellence of Jumu 'ah (Friday prayer), which is obligatory for every sane, adult, 

healthy and resident Muslim, whether he lives in a town or village. The Friday prayer 

is performed in the mosque in congregation. It has two Rak'ah at the time of noon 

prayer and is preceded by Khutbah of Imam (who leads the prayer). It is not 

performed individually at home. 

3. Whoever does one good act will get ten-times reward in return. According to this 

principle, one who performs a Friday prayer, his minor sins relating the Rights of 
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Allah which are committed by him in ten days are forgiven. 

4. Silence during the Khutbah is a must, otherwise, one loses the reward of Jumu'ah 

prayer. 

5. It is also necessary for a Khatfb to deliver a brief Khutbah. 

129. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"When a Muslim or a believer washes 

his face (in the course of Wudu '), every 

sin he has committed with his eyes is 

washed away from his face along with 

water, or with the last drop of water; 

when he washes his hands, every sin 

they wrought is erased from his hands 

with the water, or with the last drop of 

water; and when he washes his feet, 

every sin towards which his feet walked 

is washed away with water, or with the 

last drop of water, with the result that 

he comes out cleansed of all sins." 

[Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the excellence of Wudu'. Obviously a person 

who performs Wudu ' five times daily would be free from sins. Thus, Wudu ' is a means 

of both outward and inward cleanliness. 

130. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The five (daily) Salat (prayers), and 

from one Jumu 'ah prayer to the (next) 

Jumu 'ah prayer, and from Ramadan to 

Ramadan are expiations for the (sins) 

committed in between (their intervals); 

provided the major sins are not 

committed." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: If a Muslim saves himself from major sins and does not neglect his 

obligations to people, then he remains free from sins by means of the 'Ibadah 

(worship) stated above. 

131. Abu Hurairah ~ .t i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Should I not direct you to something 
by which Allah obliterates the sins and 
elevates (your) ranks." They said: 
"Yes, 0 Messenger of Allah." He 
said, "Performing Wudu' properly, 
even in difficulty, frequently going to 
the mosque, and waiting eagerly for the 
next Sa/at (prayer) after a Sa/at is over; 
indeed, that is Ar-Ribat." [Muslim] 

_,. J O ,} o 0 

~l l.1...;..Ji ._:,...:.s_:; -~!~I 

~ .~I ' \\; -; \' ,...L>-UI , .) , j , ~ 

J- J- I,., ,... 

. ~ ~1_,J !!.1,½°;I ~jj , ~')l;JI 

Commentary: Ribat means staying on the frontier of an Islamic country, for security 

and defense purposes. Thus, it is a continuous process of Jihad. Continuous good 

deeds and '/badah have been compared with Ribat. Performing full ablution in 

Makarih (where severe unpleasantness and hard labour is involved) is quite difficult. 

For instance, in winter it is very cumbersome to properly wash all the organs of the 

body but a Muslim does it to please Allah. Thus, its reward will be more in proportion 

to the labour. Similarly, the nearness of a mosque is in many respect very useful but its 

being far from the house is better in this respect that the greater distance one has to 

cover for going to the mosque, the higher the reward for going there will be. Those 

who live close to the mosque do not have this credit. 

132. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari -:.s- .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who observes the Fajr and 'Asr 

(prayers) will enter Jannah ." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

<f" y cl, f :_;. : ).;, .=d \.:.J I - \ f '( 
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. ~1_:; ~I : ((~1;j\ll 

Commentary: Muslims are enjoined to take special care of two of the five 

prescribed Salat , namely Fajr and 'Asr because they occur during very comfortable 
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13- WAYS OF DOING GOOD 

hours. Their excellence, and inducement on them, have been mentioned here for the 

reason that there is greater possibility of laziness and negligence in these two Salat. It 

is very difficult indeed to rise for Salat-ul-Fajr (the dawn prayer) . Similar is the case of 

Salat-ul-'Asr (the afternoon prayer). It is the time when a person is very busy in 

winding up his daily affairs and thus there is serious risk of losing this Salat on this 

account. One who observes these two at their stated time, can easily secure the other 

three without much effort. This endeavour on his part to secure Salat will be a very 

effective means for him to enter Jannah . 

133. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari ,;.s. .& 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"When a slave of Allah suffers from 

illness or sets on a journey, he is 
credited with the equal of whatever 
good works he used to do when he was 
healthy or at home." [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: This Hadith refers to the actions which a Muslim should take to gain 

the Blessings of Allah and acceptance of his prayers by Him, because one is duty­

bound to fulfil all his obligations in all circumstances. 

134. Jabir ,;.s. .& 1 ~ J reported that he 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
"Every good deed is charity." [A/­

Bukhari] 

Muslim has reported the same on 
the authority of Hudhaifah ,;.s. .iii ~ J-

, . , \;. 
~) {';. 

:~ <Ill\ 

<f' :? ~~\ -,r-t 
, , , 

JyJ JL; : JL; ~ .iii 

Commentary: We come to know from this Hadfth that whatever good action and 

deed is done by a Muslim, he gets a reward of Sadaqah on it. The word Ma 'ruf stands 

here for every virtue and noble deed. Renunciation of evils is also a virtue (Mar'uf). 

135. Jabir ~ .&1 ~ J reported: JL; :JL; ~ :? ~81 _,r-o 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When a , , , 

' . ' - \.'.: '. \; II · :/!:& .J.i I J ' ' Muslim plants a tree, whatever is eaten if~ -~ ~ · ?, r J , , 

from it is charity from him and j ~ ~i ~ ~l.5 -Jl L.::., _:j. 
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whatever is stolen is charity and 
whatever is subtracted from it is 

charity." [Muslim] 
Another narration says: "If a Mus­

lim plants a tree, or sows a field and 
men and beasts and birds eat from it, 
all of it is charity from him." 

0f ~., -~~ 
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Commentary: This Hadith highlights the importance of gardening and agriculture. 

It is also one of the merits of these two occupations that if someone patiently bears the 

loss that he suffers due to pilferage or theft of their produce, he is rewarded for it. 

136. Jabir .:... .iii ~ _; reported: The 
tribe Banu Salimah wanted to move 
nearer to the mosque. On learning this 
Messenger of Allah :@ said to them, "I 
heard that you intend to move nearer 
to the mosque." They said, "That is so, 
0 Messenger of Allah, we do want to 
do that." He said, "O Banu Salimah, 
keep to your homes, your steps ( to the 
mosque) are recorded." [Muslim] 

Another narration says: "There 1s 
for every step (towards the mosque) a 
degree ( of reward) for you." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: 

;~ ~1 ~:!~I ~Ii;_, . r-1--- ;1_,:; 

. ~ ..iii ~ :; __,..;i ~\-':! ~ 
~ ;_; ,., J.j . ')\]\ ·< «~ '.y 
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1. The more labour a good deed involves, the greater the proportion of reward for it 

will be. 

2. No matter how great the distance of the mosque from one's house may be, one must 

go to it to perform Salat with congregation. 

137. Ubayy bin Ka'b ~ ..ii i ._,,..;,_; 

reported: There was a man, and I do 

not know of any other man whose 

house was farther than his from the 

mosque, and he never missed Salat (in 

congregation). It was said to him (or I 

said to him) : "If you buy a donkey you 

could ride it in the dark nights and in 

the burning sand." He said: "I do not 

like my house to be by the side of the 

mosque, for I (eagerly) desire that my 

steps towards the mosque and back 

from it should be recorded when I 
return to my family." Upon this 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Allah 

has granted you all the rewards for 

you." [Muslim] 

Another narration says: "You will 

get the reward for what you have 

anticipated." 
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Commentary: This Hadith brings into focus the fervent zeal of the Companions of 

the Prophet ~ for reward of good deeds in the Hereafter. It also tells that one gets 

reward for actions according to one's intentions. Ifwe see the matter of Sa/fit from this 

angle, we find that location of mosque at a long distance from a Muslim's house is a 

blessing for him. 

138. 'Abdullahbin 'AmrbinAI-'A.s c.,r;f :_;. :03~1.J 0 u1 - \rA 
L..p .iii '-f'° .J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "There are forty kinds of 
virtue; the uppermost of them is to 
lend a (milch) she-goat (to someone in 

order to benefit from it and then 
return it). He who practices any of 
these virtues expecting its reward and 
relying on the truthfulness of the 
promise made for it, shall enter · 
Jannah." 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: Loaning of anything to someone for temporary benefit, without 

loosing the right of its ownership, is a meritorious act. 

139. 'Adi bin Hatim ....:.J. .ii i ~ _; 

reported: I heard the Prophet ~ 
saying, "Protect yourself from (Hell) 
Fire, by giving of half of a date (in 
charity)." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In another narration 'Adi bin Hatim 

= .ii 1 '-!'° .; reported Messenger of Allah 
~ as saying: "Allah will surely speak 
with everyone of you without an 
interpreter. He (the man) will look at 
his right side and will see nothing but 

~~ ~ : 03~1.J J..J~1 - \ .,..4, 
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(the deeds) which he had done before, 
and he will look to his left side and will 
see nothing but (the deeds) which he 
had done before. Then he will look in 
front of him and will find nothing but 
Hell-fire facing him. So protect 
(yourselves) from (Hell) Fire, by 
giving in charity even half a date; and 
if he does not finds it, then with a kind 
word." 

Commentary: This Hadfth brings into prominence the following three points: 

1. The horror of the Day of Resurrection when one will have to stand before Allah to 

account for all his actions which will then be lying at his both hands. 

2. Everyone should spend according to his capacity in the way of Allah in the form of 

Sadaqah and alms. In this way, good manners like polite conversation, etc. , can also 

become a means of his salvation. 

3. One's actions alone would help him on the Day of Resurrection. 

140. Anas .....:.....s- ..iii ~J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Allah 
will be pleased with His slave who 

praises Him (i.e., says Al-hamdu Zillah) 
when he eats and praises Him when he 
drinks." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: If a person expresses his gratitude to Allah for food, which besides 

being a source of nourishment is enjoyable for him, he gets a reward for it and thus 

even eating can become rewardable too. 

141. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari-:..&- ..ii i ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Giving 
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in charity is an obligation upon every 
Muslim." It was said (to him): "What 

about one who does not find (the 
means) to do so?" He ~ said, "Let 
him work with his hands, thus doing 
benefit to himself and give in charity." 
It was said to him: "What if he does 
not have (the means) to do so?" He ~ 
said, "Then let him assist the needy, 
the aggrieved." It was said: "What 
about if he cannot even do this?" He 

~ said, "Then he should enjoin good." 
He was asked: "What if he cannot do 

that?" He (the Prophet ~ ) said, "He 
should then abstain from evil, for 
verily, that is a charity from him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth emphasizes two things. Firstly, it induces one to work 

hard so that he can fulfill his own needs and also spend in the way of Allah. Secondly, 

it points out a great variety of virtues and good deeds so much so that even to abstain 

from sin also comes in the category of Sadaqah. 

CHAPI'ER 14 

MODERATION IN WORSIDP 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Ta-Ha. We have not sent down the 

Qur'an unto you (0 Muhammad ~ ) 

to cause you distress." (20:1,2) 

"Allah intends for you ease, and He 
does not want to make things difficult 
for you." (2:185) 

142. 'Nshah Lp .ii i ~ _; reported: 
The Prophet ~ came in when a 
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woman was sitting beside me. He 
asked me, "Who is she?" I said: "She 
is the one whose performance of Salat 

(prayer) has become the talk of the 
town." Addressing her, he ~ said, 
"(What is this!) You are required to 
take upon yourselves only what you 
can carry out easily. By Allah, Allah 
does not withhold His Mercy and 
forgiveness of you until you neglect 
and give up (good works). Allah likes 
the deeds best which a worshipper can 
carry out constantly." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

Commentary: 
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1. This Had'ith prohibits 'lbadah (worship) beyond one's capacity lest one gets tired 

and stops it altogether. One should be, therefore, moderate in this respect. 

2. Allah likes that good action which is done regularly, even if it is a small one. Any 

good deed which is done continuously, will also have an everlasting reward . On the 

contrary, a good deed which is done for a short period will have a short return. 

143. Anas =.ii i ~ .; reported: Three 
men came to the houses of the wives of 
the Prophet ~ to inquire about the 

worship of the Prophet ~ - When they 
were informed, they considered their 
worship insignificant and said: "Where 
are we in comparison with the Prophet 
~ while Allah has forgiven his past 
sins and future sins." One of them 
said: "As for me, I shall offer Salat all 
night long." Another said: "I shall 
observe Saum (fasting) continuously 
and shall not break it." Another said: 

:;; ;:,., 0,., :;; ,.,_., ,,, , 
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..... ;: ,.. - .,, .,, 0 t _., :;; 

~1., : ? 'ii Ju_, , _)a.; 1 ')_, .),ll1 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 150 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

"I shall abstain from women and shall 

never marry." The Prophet ~ came to 
them and said, "Are you the people 
who said such and such things? By 
Allah, I fear Allah more than you do, 
and I am most obedient and dutiful 
among you to Him, but still I observe 
fast and break it; perform Salat and 
sleep at night and take wives. So 
whoever turns away from my Sunnah 

does not belong to me." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

;~ , 1~f c~)f ')\_; ;U1 Jpf 
~h : Jili ~l ~ Ji1 Jr-J 
! 41i\J ~f ! f liS_, liS ~ 2:r.~I 

"' ,... > /0-;: , J ,... 0 ~ _,. ~ 

~ J r-5lAil_, ,U) iSL:..,,;. '} Jl 
-~J., ~1., -:~1., r~r 
~ ~) ~ ,;u1 c~)i., 

ili '· ·. II ~ , ' \~ .: ' 
• • <.>--"'--' ~ ~ ~ 

1. This Hadith deals with the following five points: 

a) Moderation in worship. 

b) Obligation to marry. 

c) Inducement for following in the Prophet's footsteps. 

d) Prohibition from observing Saum (fasts) all the time. 

e) Prohibition of keeping awake all the night for Nawafil prayers. 

2. There is neither virtue nor reward for making innovations in religion. All the 

blessings and rewards lie only in the obedience and following the conduct of the 

Prophet ~ -

144. lbn Mas'ud w- .ii i ~ .; reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "Ruined are 
those who insist on hardship in 
matters of the Faith." He repeated 
this three times. [Muslim] 
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14- MODERATION IN WORSHIP 

Commentary: This Hadith shows disgust against exercises which many Sufis have 

introduced in religion which deviate from the conduct of the Prophet ~ and 

encourage self-violence. Similarly, such people who are hypocritical and make 

unnecessary probe into religious matters also fall in this category and are usually far 

from the teachings and practice of the Prophet ~-

145. Abu Hurairah ......:..J. .iii ~ .J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
religion ( of Islam) is easy, and whoever 
makes the religion a rigour, it will 
overpower him. So, follow a middle 
course (in worship); if you can't do 
this, do something near to it and give 
glad tidings and seek help (of Allah) at 
morn and at dusk and some part of 

night." [Al-Bukhiiri] 
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Commentary: Besides moderation in worship, this Hadith enjoins that such times 

should be fixed for worship when one is fresh so that one feels pleasure in performing 

it. But this principle is for optional and voluntary prayers only. Obligatory Salat are to 

be performed at the prescribed times only. 

146. Anas .:...- ..iii ._,,..;,J reported: The 
Prophet ~ came into the mosque and 
noticed a rope stretched between two 
poles. He enquired, "What is this rope 
for?" He was told: "This is Zainab's 
rope . When during her voluntary 
prayer, she begins to feel tired, she 

grasps it for support." The Prophet ~ 
said, "Untie it. You should perform 
prayers so long as you feel active. 
When you feel tired, you should go to 
sleep." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

: J Li ~ -.ii I ~ '_; ~f ./ J - \ t i 

j;_;. I~µ ~\ ~ &.JI ~; 
,.,. ,., .. ,.,. 

;J ~ 1 j a~l , ~);. n : ~ &.] 1 

-~ ~ ((.'.J:,;Ll > I~~ ,a,G 

Commentary: This Hadith deals with the following three points: 

1. It forbids undue strictness and taking support of anything in the course of Salat. 

2. If wrong can be corrected by hand, it must be stopped immediately. 

3. One should be moderate in 'Jbadah and select such times for optional and voluntary 

prayers when one feels real pleasure in them. 

147. 'A.ishah ~ 41 ._,,..;,J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When 
one of you feels drowsy during prayer, 
let him lie down till drowsiness goes 
away from him, because when one of 
you performs prayers while feeling 
sleepy, he does not know whether he 

J O _, j, o...- J 
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14- MODERATION IN WORSHIP 

seeks forgiveness or abuses himself." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

148. Jabir bin Samurah l.+&- .iii c.f""' .J 

reported: I used to perform prayer 
with the Prophet ~ and his Salat was 
of a moderate length and his Khutbah 

too was moderate in length. [Muslim] 

,.. ,.. J, o,... ,., ,... 

. ili ,_ -:> (( ~ ~ 
. ~ . . 

J ~~ .&1 µ ~f d'J - HA 

: J t_; I~+:" .&1 Cri'J ~lj..:JI ~;_.:. 

~ • : I\ , , I ,_f ~)) _, ~ c" ~ 
I J ~ ;_; '>l.o ~ \_5j , s-, Ip I 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that Imam should neither lengthen the Salat nor 

give a long Khutbah in the congregational Salat because both of these things are not 

according to the practice of the Prophet ~ -

149. Abu Juhaifah ~ .iii ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ~ made a 
bond of brotherhood between Salman 
and Abud-Darda'. Salman paid a visit 
to Abud-Darda' and found Umm 

Darda' (his wife) dressed in shabby 
clothes and asked her why she was in 
that state. She replied: "Your brother 
Abud-Darda' is not interested in (the 
luxuries of) this world. In the mean­
time Abud-Darda' came in and pre­
pared a meal for Salman. Salman 
requested Abud-Darda' to eat (with 
him) but Abud-Darda' said: "I am 
fasting. " Salman said: "I am not going 
to eat unless you eat." So, Abud­
Darda' ate (with Salman). When it 
was night and (a part of the night 
passed), Abud-Darda' got up (to offer 
the night prayer) but Salman asked 
him to sleep and Abud-Darda' slept. 
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After some time Abud-Darda' again 

got up but Salman asked him to sleep. 
When it was the last hours of the night, 
Salman asked him to get up and both 
of them offered (Tahajjud) prayer. 
Then Salman told Abud-Darda ' : 
"You owe a duty to your Rubb, you 
owe a duty to your body; you owe a 
duty to your family; so you should give 
to every one his due. Abud-Darda' 
came to the Prophet ~ and reported 
the whole story. Prophet ~ said, 
"Salman is right." [Al-Bukhari] 

~t d.k ~ ~']J ,Lk 
~ _).JI Jt , j_;. _;;. lS~ JS . , . 

:~ ~\ j~ -~ ~1 _}.i; 

. &-!Qi ol3J ((0\.J..:, j.i.;,ll 

Commentary: This Hadfth highlights the following points: 

1. Although the performance of voluntary prayers (Nawafil) is highly meritorious, it 

should not be done at the cost of obligations for, in this case, they loose their merits 

and are disliked by Allah. 

2. The right time for Tahajjud (optional prayers at night) is the last third part of the 

night. The reason being that in the first two portions of the night, one should take rest 

and perform his conjugal duties. 

3. Voluntary fasting can be broken (for valid reasons) without any expiation. 

4. It is permissible to establish fraternity on the basis of Deen , and when this is 

established, the families so affiliated can associate with each other. 

5. Muslims must provide right guidance to each other. 

6. In case of need, it is permissible to speak to an unknown woman while observing the 

teachings of the Prophet ~ in this regard, such as lowering the gaze and be as brief as possible. 

150. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 

Lo..p- .& 1 ~ _; reported: The Prophet ~ 
was informed that I said that I would 
perform prayers the whole night and 
observe fasting every day as long as I 
live. Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Is it 
you who said this?" I said to him, "O 
Messenger of Allah! I ransom you with 

sr. <Ill \ µ~ ':f;f Y J -,o, 
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14- MODERATION IN WORSHIP 

my parents, it is I who said that." 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "You will 
not be able to do that. Observe fast 
and break it; sleep and get up for 
prayer, and observe fast for three days 
during the month; for every good is 
multiplied ten times and that will be 
equal to fasting the whole year. " I said, 
"O Messenger of Allah! I can do more 
than that." He said, "Observe fast one 
day and leave off the next two days." I 
said, "O Messenger of Allah! I have 
strength to do more than that." 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Observe 
fast every other day, and that is the 
fasting of Dawud r )UI ~ and that is 
the most moderate fasting." 

According to another narration: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "That is 
the best fasting. " I said, "But I am 
capable of doing more than this." 

Thereupon, Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "There is nothing better than 

this." 'Abdullah bin 'Amr ~ .& 1 ~ _; 

said (when he grew old) : "Had I 
accepted the three days (fasting dur­
ing every month) as the Messenger of 
Allah had said, it would have been 
dearer to me than my family and my 
property." 

In another narration 'Abdullah is 
reported to have said: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said to me, "O 'Abdullah! 
Have I not been informed that you 
observe fast during the day and offer 
prayer all the night." I replied, "Yes, 0 
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Messenger of Allah!" Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "Don't do that. Observe 
fast for few days and then leave off for 
few days, perform prayers and also 
sleep at night, as your body has a right 
upon you, and your eyes have a right 
upon you; and your wife has a right 
upon you; your visitors have a right 
upon you. It is sufficient for you to 
observe fast three days in a month, as 
the reward of good deeds is multiplied 
ten times, so it will be like fasting the 
whole year." I insisted (on fasting) and 
so I was given a hard instruction. I said, 
"O Messenger of Allah! I have 
strength." Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Observe fast like the fasting of 

Prophet Dawud i)L.]1 ~; and do not 
fast more than that." I said: "How was 

the fasting of Prophet Dawud?" He ~ 
said, "Half of the year (i.e., he used to 
fast on every alternate day) ." 

Afterwards when 'Abdullah .& 1 ~ .J 

~ grew old, he used to say: "Would 
that I had availed myself of the 
concession granted to me by Messen­
ger of Allah." 

In another narration 'Abdullah is 
reported to have said: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "I have been informed 
that you observe fast continuously and 
recite (the whole of the Qur'an) every 
night." I said, "Messenger of Allah! It 
is right, but I covet thereby nothing but 
good," whereupon he ~ said, "Then 
observe fasts like the fasting of 
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Prophet Dawud 1)UI ~ as he was the 
most ardent worshipper of Allah; 
recite the Qur'an once every month." 
I said, "O Prophet of Allah! I am 
capable of doing more than that." He 
said, "Then recite it (the complete 
Qur'an) in every twenty days." I said, 

"O Prophet of Allah I am capable of 
reciting inore than that." He said, 
"Then recite it once in every ten 

days. " I said, "O Prophet of Allah! I 
am capable of reciting more than 
that." He said, "Then recite it once 
in every seven days, but not recite 
more than that." The Prophet of Allah 
also said to me, "You do not know, you 
may have a longer life." When I grew 

old I wished I had availed myself of the 
concession (granted to me by) the 
Prophet of Allah. 

In another narration 'Abdullah is 
reported to have said: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "The best fasting with 
Allah is that of (Prophet) Dawud, and 
the best prayer with Allah is that of 
Dawud 1)U1 ~' for he would sleep 
half of the night and stand for prayer 
for the third of it and (then) would 
sleep sixth part of it; he observed fast 
one day and leave off the other. He 
would not flee on meeting the enemy." 

In another narration 'Abdullah is 
reported to have said: My father 
helped me marry a noble woman and 
he used to inquire of his daughter-in­
law regarding her husband. She would 
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say: "He is, indeed, a fine man. Since I 
have come to him, he has neither 

stepped on my bed nor he has had 
sexual intercourse with me." When this 

state of affairs lasted for some time, 
my father mentioned the matter to 
Messenger of Allah ~ who directed 
my father saying, "Send him to me." I 
went to him accordingly. He asked me, 
"How often do you observe fast?" I 
replied; "Daily." He asked me, "How 
long do you take in reading the Noble 
Qur'an completely." I said, "Once 
every night." Then he narrated the 

whole story. He (in his old age) would 
recite one seventh of his nightly 
recitation to some members of his 

family during the day to lighten his 
task at night. Whenever he wished to 
have a relief from his fast on alternate 
days, he would give up fasting for a few 

days and make up deficiency later by 
observing the number of fasts he had 
missed. He would not give up the 
number of fasts altogether because he 
did not like to abandon what he had 

settled with Messenger of Allah ~ -

-- " ' J, '-?' ~ ~ s, ~1/,Ji !-:!-' js 

. ~~\ J ~ j»_, ~\ 

Commentary: This Hadfth brings the following two things into focus: 

1. Besides mentioning the continence and ardour for worship of the Companions of 

the Prophet ~ , it tells us of the teachings of the Prophet of Allah to adopt moderation 

and fulfill the lawful needs of life as well as religion. 

2. It also presents a model of the chastity, modesty and bashfulness of the Sahiibiyiit 

(women who embraced Islam and saw the Prophet ~ ). It tells how patiently they bore 

the indifference of their husbands. In the instance quoted in the above mentioned 

Hadfth, the politeness with which the wife of Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 4:,,- ..li i ~ J 
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answered her father-in-law when he inquired her about the treatment of her husband 

is a model of decency and modesty. 

151. Hanzalah Al-Usayyidi -:... .iii ~ J 

who was one of the scribes of Messen­

ger of Allah ~' reported: I met Abu 
Bakr -:... .ii 1 ~ J , he said: "How are you 
0 Hanzalah?" I said, "Hanzalah has 

become a hypocrite." He said, "Far 
removed is Allah from every imperfec­
tion, what are you saying?" I said, 
"When we are in the company of 

Messenger of Allah ~ and he 
reminds us of Hell-fire and Jannah , 

we feel as if we are seeing them with 
our very eyes, and when we are away 

from Messenger of Allah ~. we attend 
to our wives, our children, our busi­

ness, most of these things (pertaining 
to life hereafter) slip out of our 

minds." Abu Bakr -:... .ii i ~ J said, 
"By Allah, I also experience the same 

thing." So Abu Bakr-:... .iii ~ J and I 
went to Messenger of Allah ~ and I 
said to him, "O Messenger of Allah ~, 
Hanzalah has turned hypocrite." 
Thereupon Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "What has happened to you?" I 
said, "O Messenger of Allah, when we 
are in your company, and are re­
minded of Hell-fire and Jannah, we 
feel as if we are seeing them with our 
own eyes, but when we go away from 
you and attend to our wives, children 
and business, much of these things go 
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out of our minds." Thereupon Mes­

senger of Allah ~ said, "By Him in 
Whose Hand is my life if your state of 
mind remains the same as it is in my 
presence and you are always busy in 
remembrance (of Allah), the angels 
will shake hands with you in your beds 
and in your roads; but Hanzalah, time 
should be devoted ( to the worldly 
affairs) and time should be devoted 

(to prayer)." He (the Prophet ~ ) said 
this thrice. [Muslim] . ~'1:, G:...JL.i :~\ ,c;,-::i; & : i1 

.~L.....ll :11,.S1;:'.:.11311 

Commentary: This Hadith also tells us about the continence and piety of the 

Companions of the Prophet ~ with reference to the natural instinct of man to think 

differently in different situations. This condition has nothing to do with Nifaq 

(hypocrisy). Islam is the Deen of Fitrah (pure nature) and takes the middle course in 

everything, and combines the benefits of this world and those of the Hereafter. It also 

satisfies the needs of the body as well as that of the soul. 

152. Ibn 'Abbas 1 , 1 .. .ii i ~ .> .&1 ~ J ';"'G- 0 1 </' J - \ oy 

reported: While the Prophet ~ was ~ ~ ~-:: 1 ~ : J li 
1 
~+:.; 

delivering Khutbah (religious talk), he . 
noticecl a man who was standing, so he 
asked about him and was told that he 

was Abu Israel who had taken a vow to 
remain standing and not sit, or go into 
the shade, or speak while observing 
fasting. Thereupon Messenger of Allah 
~ said, "Tell him to speak, to go into 
the shade, to sit and to complete his 
fast". [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

1. This Hadith makes it abundantly clear that one cannot attain the Pleasure of Allah 

by means of self-invented methods. It can only be achieved by ways and means 

r 
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15- SAFEGUARDING THE CONDUCT 

prescribed in the Qur'iin and Sunnah. 

I 2. One should never vow for anything which is smeared with sin or which is not 

permitted by Deen. An instance of this is quoted in the above mentioned Hadfth. 

3. The majority of 'Ulama' (scholars) who do not think the expiation of such vows 

necessary, quote this Hadfth in support of their view. They argue that the Prophet * 
has not prescribed expiation in such cases as is evident from this Hadfth. 

CHAPTER 15 

THE RIGHTEOUS CONDUCT ON 

REGULAR BASE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Has not the time come for the 

hearts of those who believe (in the 
Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monothe­
ism) to be affected by Allah's Remin­
der (this Qur'an), and that which has 
been revealed of the truth, lest they 

become as those who received the 
Scripture [the Taurat (Torah) and 

the Injeel (Gospel)] before (i.e., Jews 
and Christians), and the term was 
prolonged for them and so their hearts 
were hardened?" (57:16) 

"And We sent 'Isa (Jesus) - son of 
Maryam (Mary), and gave him the 
Injeel (Gospel). And We ordained in 
the hearts of those who followed him, 
compassion and mercy. But the mon­
asticism which they invented for 
themselves, We did not prescribe for 
them, but (they sought it) only to 
please Allah therewith, but that they 
did not observe it with the right 

j r"'1: Jl.J ,J 'Ill.- : t~ 41 Jt; r -- , -- r- r <J' 

,,,.,,,,,. // -;;,,. "' ,,..,, },J, ,,,,_,.,,--; 
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-.:. :;; Jf iJ,J::, 1_;➔ : JL_;_; 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



Ii 162 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

observance." (57:27) 
"And be not like her who undoes the 

thread which she has spun, after it has 

become strong ... " (16:92) 
"And worship your Rubb until there 

comes unto you the certainty (i.e., 
death)." (15:99) 

And there are Ahadith, one of them 

is narrated by 'A..ishah 4.:..- ..iii ~ -;: 

Messenger of Allah ~ liked that act of 
worship most in the performance of 
which a person was regular and 
constant. [Muslim] 

153. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab ..ti ~ J 

= reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Should anyone fall asleep at 
night and fail to recite his portion of 
the Qur'an, or a part of it, if he recites 
it between the Fajr prayer and the 

Zuhr prayer, it will be recorded for him 
as though he had recited it during the 
night". [Muslim] 

, __,\bj l ,_;.;_ '.~) - 'or ~) 0 r V 

, , , 

: ~ 41 J_,.:J JL; : Jt; ~ 41 

)1 .J;DI ~ ~_;,;;- ~ r c _:; ii 
f>~..p ~ \; ~1); ~ ;~ ~ 
LJ{s j ~ , ~t_-1 \ 0{.;:, ' :_ :i1 

., ~ - J_r:<-"-' , , 

Commentary: The word 'Hizb' originally means to take one's tum for getting water 

from a well. Subsequently, people started using it for daily round of recitation which 

one adopts on his own voluntarily. For instance, fixing a number of Nawfifil (voluntary 

prayers), recital of a certain portion of the Noble Qur'an or performance of some 

other noble deed as one's daily routine. This Hadith stresses that one must adhere to 

such routine. It also tells that if for some reason one is unable to do it at the time fixed 

by him, he can do it later at the time closest to the one he has fixed for it. If one does 

so, he will be eligible to its full reward. 

154. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

~ ..iii ~ J reported: Messenger of 
0 J_rS- 0 ~I ~ d'J - \ot 

-
I_ Jt,; : Jt; 1;+:c 41 , t_jl 

i._;;, ~ _) ~ 
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15- SAFEGUARDING THE CONDUCT 

Allah ~ said to me, "O Abdullah! Do 
not be like so-and-so. He used to get 
up at night for optional prayer but 
abandoned it later." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: The excellence of manners demands that if someone has something 

reprehensible in his character, the person concerned should not be mentioned but the 

shortcoming must be indicated so that people refrain from it. The second point that 

we learn from this Hadfth is that if one starts a good deed, he should try his best to do 

it perpetually because its perpetuation is liked by Allah. 

155. 'Aishah ~ 41 ~ _; reported: 
When Messenger of Allah ~ missed 
the optional night Sa/at (Tahajjud) due 
to pain or any other reason, he would 
perform twelve Rak'ah during the day 
time. [Muslim] 

~ 41 ~ ) ~~ :;.:-, - ,oo 
,o,... ,,. ,... , ,,,. ,,. ,,. 
...-;;L; l~l * 41)\ J__?J 0l5 :--:.Jli 

-~f j1 ci:--' ~ f-111 ~ ~~1 - , 

_W,J ~? :fa l~\ ~ ~ 

. r-1-- olJ _; 

Commentary: The Qada' of Nawafil ( offering prayer to make up for having failed to 

offer it at their due time) is not binding. But it is Mustahab (desirable). The Prophet ~ 

did it. 
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CHAPTER 16 

OBSERVING THE SUNNAH AND 

THE MANNERS OF ITS 

OBEDIENCE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And whatsoever the Messenger 

(Muhammad :i;§i) gives you, take it; 

and whatsoever he forbids you, ab­

stain (from it)." (59:7) 

"Nor does he speak of (his own) 

desire. It is only a Revelation that is 

revealed." (53:3,4) 

"Say (0 Muhammad :i;§i to 

mankind): 'If you (really) love Allah 

then follow me (i.e., accept Islamic 

Monotheism, follow the Qur'an and 

the Sunnah), Allah will love you and 

forgive you of your sins."' (3:31) 

"Indeed in the Messenger of Allah 

(Muhammad :i;§i) you have a good 

example to follow for him who hopes 

for (the Meeting with) Allah and the 

Last Day ... " (33:21) 
"But no, by your Rubb, they can have no 

Faith, until they make you (0 Muhammad 

~ ) judge in all disputes between them, 

and find in themselves no resistance 

against your decisions, and accept (them) 

with full submission." (4:65) 

"(And) if you differ in anything 
amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah 

and His Messenger (:i;§i)." (4:59) 

\,,_ wl-Jl, ~I ...it.. -\ i i..s- .r .. 
4-!bTJ ~I 

j~, ~\; t~➔ : J~ 41 J\; 

~~t ~ ~ ~_:; ;.)~ 
~ C:_,➔ :J~ J t.;J ,[V : _,..:.,-JI] 

: ~ 1J ~ll"_;. ~ 11 ; 5l ;i_;.l1 if 
·~ .r .~ ~ , , , , 
~ .:.ii Ji r : _)L,;.; J liJ dt ,r 

> ~> .... / 
oy) J& 

:aj;j1 Jl.i ,[o~ : .L.:J IJ 4~;.)(:; 

: t~ Jt.;J' . i.:.w ......., ~1 t\ ~c.; <..S' , J ; , <..S' ; 

4t, f__u.i ~ J;.)I &- J➔ 
~~.J ➔ :J~ J L;J ,[A• : , L.::.JI] 
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16- OBSERVING THE SVNNAH 

"He who obeys the Messenger 

(Muhammad ~ ), has indeed obeyed 
Allah." (4:80) 

"And verily, you (0 Muhammad ~ ) 

are indeed guiding (mankind) to the 
Straight Path (i.e., Allah's Deen of 
Islamic Monotheism)." (42:52) 

"And let those who oppose the 

Messenger's (Muhammad ~ ) 

commandment (i.e., his Sunnah -

legal ways, orders, acts of worship, 

statements) (among the sects), be­
ware, lest some Fitnah (disbelief, 
trials, afflictions, earthquakes, kill­
ing, overpowered by a tyrant) should 
befall them or a painful torment be 
inflicted on them." (24:63) 

"And remember (0 you the mem­
bers of the Prophet's family, the 
Graces of your Rubb), that which is 
recited in your houses of the Verses of 
Allah and Al-Hikmah (i.e., Prophet's 

Sunnah - legal ways, so give your 
thanks to Allah and glorify His 
Praises for this Qur'an and the 
Sunnah)." (33:34) 

156. Abu Hurairah .....:......s- .JJ I ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Do 
not ask me unnecessarily about the 
details of the things which I do not 
mention to you. Verily, the people 
before you were doomed because they 
were used to putting many questions to 
their Prophets and had differences 
about their Prophets. Refrain from 
what I forbid you and do what I 

' __,\.J\ i..1-- ..:.;l/·11_, [n :'-:-'1_:,;.\'1J 

1)t ;~ ~~\ I~µ -~_$.~ 

. ._);, ~ ti ~.: L,>" I l,, ;_:. 
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command you to the best of your 
ability and capacity." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

Commentary: To be unnecessarily inquisitive and create differences and confusion 

in the Injunctions of Allah and His Prophet ~ leads to destruction. The safest course 

lies only in following the Orders of Allah and His Prophet ~ without ' ifs' and 'buts.' 

Hairsplitting in religious issues falls in this category. It opens the door for chaos and 

conflict and paves the way for disunity and separation. May Allah give sense to the 

Muslim Ummah to abandon this road and take the Right Path which ensures peace 

and security. Let it be absolutely clear that the Right Path is one and one alone. There 

cannot be multiple right paths, it is one and singular. Once a community leaves the 

Straight Path, it is sure to go astray. 

157. 'Irbad bin Sariyah =- .ii i ~ J 

reported: One day Messenger of Allah 

~ delivered us a very eloquent 
Khutbah on account of which eyes 
shed tears and hearts were full of 
tears. A man said: "O Prophet of 
Allah, this is as if it were a parting 
advice. So advise us." He ~ said, "I 
admonish you to fear Allah, to listen 
and obey even if an Abyssinian slave is 

appointed as your leader. Because 
whosoever among you shall live after 
me, will see much discord. So hold fast 

to my Sunnah and the examples of the 
Rightly-Guided Caliphs who will come 
after me. Adhere to them and hold to 
it fast. Beware of new things (in Deen) 

because every Bid'ah is a misgui­
dance." [Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 
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16- OBSERVING THE SUNNAH 

Commentary: This Hadfth stresses piety, obedience to the leader, following in the 

footsteps of the Prophet ~ and the first four noble caliphs. It strictly forbids 

innovation in Deen . 

This Hadfth also reveals the prediction of the Prophet ~ that the Muslim Ummah will 

become a victim of dissension. He also prescribed the right means to counteract it. 

The remedy that he has proposed for this problem is that Muslims should never 

deviate from the path laid for them by him and his righteous successors. This is the 

touchstone for discovering the truth from the mess of different views. All the troubles 

of Muslims would come to an end if they accept this as the one singular criterion of 

right and wrong. 

158. Abu Hurairah ~ .ti ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Everyone of my Ummah will enter 

Jannah except those who refuse." He 

was asked: "Who will refuse?" He ~ 

said, "Whoever obeys me, shall enter 

Jannah , and whosoever disobeys me, 

refuses to ( enter Jannah )." 

[Al-Bukhari] 

.... ...... 0 .... , ~
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~ ,,~, , A 
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Commentary: The word Ummah here stands for the community which accepted the 

invitation of the Prophet ~, that is to say, the people who on his call embraced Islam. 

Out of this community who follow him faithfully will go to Jannah. 

159. Salamah bin Al-Akwa' .iii ~ _; 

-:.s- reported: My father said that a 

person ate in the presence of Messen­

ger of Allah ~ with his left hand. He 

~ said, "Eat with your right hand." He 

said, "I cannot do that." Thereupon he 

(the Prophet) said, "May you never do 

that." It was pride that prevented him 

from doing it. And he could not raise it 

(the right hand) up to his mouth 

afterwards. [Muslim] 

: ~J ' r1-' cf:.1 :.; 

~½ 1 <i- -'r 0 

:~1) 1 - ,0'\ 

i:L ..,-½l ,) , ,,. -,,. 

x.s- ' 1<1 ..;,;.. , 01 '~ .&1 ,__;, ' U ' .) '-,? C .) 

JS)) : Jlli ~\~ ~; ~ .&1 ~_,.:~ 

: J~ · (;},:o,f ~ : J~ 11~l~-~=; 

. ~I --J1 ~ ~ ~ :6>.1 ~n 

. _\_. ~I , ((,w J,1 1:::~- ci r--- J.J ,_, ~ ~.) 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 168 II Riyad-us-Saliheen 

Commentary: 

1. To eat with the left hand without a valid reason, is a repulsive act. Besides eating, 

every other good action was done by the Prophet ~ with his right hand. 

2. To ignore the Injunctions of Allah and the practice of the Prophet ~ out of pride is 

a serious offense and can endanger even the Faith of a Muslim. 

160. Nu'man bin Bashir~ 41 '-F°J .&1 ~ ~ ; y- : ~WI _, i • 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~-'.-~. said, 
, : J Li , I ~+: c -di I - · , ' , · ' 0 ~ I 

"Straighten your rows ( during Sa/flt) or ~ J ..r.-::-! 0 -

Allah would create dissension amongst 
you." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In another narration reported by 
Muslim, Nu'man bin Bashir 41 '-F°J 
~ narrated: Messenger of Allah ~ 
used to straighten our rows (in Sa/flt), 

as if he was straightening an arrow with 
their help until he saw that we had 
learnt it from him. One day he came 
out, stood up (for Sa/flt) and was about 
to say: Allflhu Akbar (Allah is the 
Greatest), (marking the beginning of 
the prayer) when he saw a man, whose 
chest was bulging out from the row. He 
said, "Slaves of Allah, you must 

straighten your rows or Allah would 
create dissension amongst you." 
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Commentary: The real meaning of this saying is that Allah will create dissension 

and conflict among you. In any case, this Hadith makes abundantly clear the 

importance of setting the rows in congregational Salat to which the present-day 

Muslims do not pay much attention. Because of the lack of understanding of Islamic 

principles, no one pays heed to the proper formation of rows in mosques in 

congregational Salat. 

161. Abu Musa ~ 4 1 '-F° J reported: 
A house in Al-Madinah caught fire at 
night and the roof and walls fell down 
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upon the occupants. When this was 

reported to Messenger of Allah ~ he 
said, "Fire is your enemy; so put it out 
before you go to bed." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

Commentary: The order of the Prophet ~ in this Hadfth relates to the lamps which 

produced light by means of oil and wick which can cause fire. Such lamps were used in 

the time of the Prophet ~ -There is no such risk in electric bulbs which are being used 

in the present age. 

162. Abu Musa~ .ii i ~ .> reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "The 
similitude of guidance and knowledge 
with which Allah has sent me is like a 
rain which has fallen on some ground. 
A fertile part of earth has absorbed 
water and brought forth much grass 
and herbs. Another part, which is solid, 
held the water and Allah benefits men 
thereby, who drank and gave others to 
drink, and used it for irrigation. But 

some of it has fallen on a portion of 
sandy land which neither retains the 
water nor produces herbage. Such is 
the likeness of the man who under­
stands the religion of Allah and who 
gets benefit of what Allah has sent me 
with; he learns and teaches others. It is 
also the likeness of the man who 
neither raises his head on that account 
(meaning he does not benefit from 
what the Prophet ~ was sent with) nor 
accepts Allah's Guidance with which I 
am sent." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: In this Hadith the guidance and knowledge which was sent to 

mankind through the Prophet ~ is compared to the rain which is beneficial, because 

this knowledge resuscitates the dead hearts as does the rain to a barren land. One who 

makes use of this knowledge is likened to a good soil, and one who acquires this 

knowledge and imparts it to others but does not put it into practice is considered akin 

to a hard land which holds water and other people utilize it. A person who neither 

learns it nor acts upon it is like a desolate land which neither holds water nor produces 

anything. Such a person is the worst of all because he neither himself benefits from it 

nor lets others make use of it. This Hadith induces one to acquire knowledge, impart it 

to others, put it into actual practice and warns people from neglecting this duty. 

163. Jabir ......:..J- 41 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "My 
parable and that of yours is like a 
man who kindled a fire. When it has 
illuminated all around him, the moths 

and grasshoppers began to fall therein. 
He tried to push them away, but they 

overcame him and jumped into it. I am 
catching hold of your waists ties (to 
save you) from fire, but you slip away 

from my hands." [Muslim] 

: 11~ ~..' i1'11 . 81 · ,:, lJI ~ ' ~'i i ,, 
y:'-"- J -! ci t:,.'-? , J_r"-0-' r 
. t. l''W ('JI ~ , , ,,: ·' ,., 

c.r-J.,..., J -! J ' , ~ J -~ ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions the extreme kindness which the Prophet ~ 

had for the welfare of his followers. It also mentions the misfortune of those who 

would become the fuel of Hell for not accepting Islam in spite of the utmost affection 

and ardour of the Prophet ~ to bring them in the fold of Islam. People who fail to 

accept Islam would fall in the Hell-fire in the same way moths fall in the fire . 

164. Jabir ......:..J- 41 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ commanded 
the licking of fingers (after eating) and 
the cleaning of the dish, saying: "You 
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do not know in what portion the 
Blessing ( of Allah) lies." [Muslim] 

In another narration, Jabir said: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When a 
morsel of any of you falls down, you 
should pick it up and remove any dirt 
or dust on it and then eat it; and don't 
leave it for Satan; and do not wipe your 
hand with the towel until you have 
licked your fingers, for you do not 
know in what portion of the food the 
Barakah* (of Allah) lies." 
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* Baraka.h is the abundance of goodness and its continuity. 

Commentary: This Hadfth enjoins Muslims to lick their fingers after meals, wipe off 

the food left in the utensils and eat morsels which fall down in the course of eating. All 

these things have many advantages: 

1. May be that is the blessed portion of the food which sticks to the fingers or utensils. 

2. This practice is a sign of humility and aversion from the style of proud and haughty 

people. 

3. It saves one from being ungrateful to Allah. 

4. By these means one defeats Satan. 

In the light of these Islamic injunctions one can very well judge violation of Islamic 

teachings and ungratefulness to Allah which is evident from the large quantity of food 

which is thrown on the garbage. 

165. lbn 'Abbas 1 , 1 · .. .&1 ~) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"On the Day of Resurrection you will 
be assembled barefooted, naked and 
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uncircumcised." He then recited: "As 

We began the first creation, We shall 
repeat it. (It is) a promise binding 
upon Us. Truly, We shall do it," and 
continued: "The first to be clothed on 
the Day of Resurrection will be 
(Prophet) Ibrahim. Then some of my 
Companions will be taken to the left, 
(i.e., towards Hell-fire) and when I will 
say, 'They belong to my Ummah, 0 my 
Rubb!' It would be said: 'You do not 
know what they invented after you had 
left them.' I shall then say as the 
righteous slave [i.e., 'Isa (Jesus ...,i.. 

r')l.J1)] said: 'And I was a witness over 
them while I was amongst them, when 
You took me up, You were the 
Watcher over them and You are a 
Witness to all things. If you punish 
them, they are Your slaves, and if You 
forgive them, verily, You, only You are 
the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.' I shall 
be told: 'They continued to turn on 
their heels since you parted from 
them.'" [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

~l..,a.ll __,..;,4.J 

1. We learn from this Hadith that the punishment of apostasy is Hell. For this reason, 

this crime is punishable by death in Islam. 

2. We also learn from this Hadith that the Prophet ~ had neither knowledge of the 

Unseen nor is he omnipresent and omniscient, as is falsely believed by deviated 

people. If he had the knowledge of the Unseen, or had he been omnipresent and 

omniscient, he would not have accepted such persons as his Companions and followers 

who were in fact apostates. This is the reason when he was informed of their real 

conduct through Wahy (Revelation), he disowned them in the same way as Prophet 

'Isa (Jesus) had disowned the people who had started worshipping him and his mother 

as God. 
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166. 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal .iii '-f""'J 

= reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
prohibited flicking pebbles by the 
index finger and the thumb; and he 

said, "It does not kill a game animal 
nor does it inflict wound on the enemy, 
but breaks the tooth and gorges the 
eye." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In another narration it is said: A 

close relative of 'Abdullah bin 

Mughaffal = .iii '-f""'J was hitting with 
pebbles using the index finger and the 
thumb; he said: "Messenger of Allah 
~ has forbidden it saying that it does 
not kill the game." He repeated the act 
and lbn Mughaffal said to him: "I told 
you that the Prophet ~ had prohibited 
it but you repeated it. I shall never talk 
to you." 

Commentary: 

.,.. ~ ..... .,.. , "' ., 
~ -~ • .&I J_?~ 0i ~i,:.\ 

~:1sh1 ~,~~ -=.,jl, ~ -~ 

.\~\ 

1. This Hadith exhorts us not to do anything which is likely to harm others. 

2. It also tells us that it is permissible to sever connections and speech with the people 

who disobey the Injunctions of Allah and His Prophet ~ -

167. 'Abis bin Rabi'ah reported: I 
saw 'Umar bin Al-Khattab = .iii '-f""'J 

kissing the Black Stone (Al-Hajar Al­

Aswad) and saying: "I know that you 
are just a stone and that you can 
neither do any harm nor give benefit. 
Had I not seen Messenger of Allah ~ 
kissing you, I would not have kissed 
you." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] . IC , . 
·"-::-'>'~ 
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Commentary: 

1. The statement of 'Umar = .ii i ~ ~ quoted in this Hadfth is highly significant in the 

sense that he wanted to make it absolutely clear to the illiterate and ignorant that Al­

Hajar Al-Aswad (Black Stone of the Ka'bah) is not kissed for because stones are 

venerated in Islam, as was the practice in pre-Islamic period. What he wanted to 

emphasize was that kissing the Black Stone was in accordance with the Sunnah of the 

Prophet ~ -

2. Obedience of the Prophet ~ in every affair is a must, whether one understands the 

wisdom behind it or not. By analogy, kissing of the Black Stone, some people think it is 

. permissible to kiss and show respect to the tombs of saints. But this is not valid reason 

because kissing the Black Stone is an 'lbadah ( act of worship), or a part of it, and every 

'lbadah is Tauqifiyah (prescribed by Allah and the Prophet ~ ) and it can neither be 

increased nor diminished, nor can it be graded as something else. 

CHAPfER 17 

OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMAND 

OF ALLAH IS AN OBLIGATORY 

DUTY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"But no, by your Rubb, they can have 

no Faith, until they make you (0 

Muhammad ~ ) judge in all disputes 
between them, and find in themselves 
no resistance against your decisions, 
and accept (them) with full submis­
sion." (4:65) 

"The only saying of the faithful 
believers, when they are called to 
Allah (His Words, the Qur'an) and 
His Messenger (~ ), to judge between 
them, is that they say: 'We hear and we 
obey.' And such are the successful 

.&I~ .)l:Z":il '-:"'~j ~~ -\V 

.!.l.li Jl ✓; ,:r J,J~ Loj JW 
, , 

fa :r ~ .Jl ...;.,~ ~1., 

~;:11 JJ ::,f c1,, : J~ i1 Jt_;J 

3 F- R ~:i;; ~ J1 ~ 1i1 
> / ,,,- { ,; C ,,,,..,,,, • • 

~ .,1:lji., w~ (:;" \;I~ 

. [ o \ : J _,:.I I] ~ 0~\ 

-
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(who will live forever in Jannah) ." 

(24:51) 

168. Abu Hurairah ,.__;,____&, .& 1 ._,,.,.;,J 
reported: When it was revealed to 

Messenger of Allah ~: "To Allah 
belongs all that is in the heavens and 
all that is on the earth, and whether 
you disclose what is in your own selves 
or conceal it, Allah will call you to 
account for it," the Companions of 
Messenger of Allah ~ felt it hard and 
severe and they came to Messenger of 
Allah ~ and sat down on their knees 
and said: "O Messenger of Allah, we 
were assigned some duties which were 
within our power to perform, such as 
Sa/at (prayer), Saum (fasting), Jihad 

(striving in the Cause of Allah), 

Sadaqah ( charity). Then this (the 
above mentioned) Verse was revealed 
to you and it is beyond our power to 
live up to it." Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Do you want to say what the 
people of two Books (Jews and 
Christians) said before you: 'We hear 
and disobey? ' You should rather say: 
'We hear and we obey, we seek 
forgiveness, our Rubb and unto You 
is the return."' And they said: "We 
hear and we obey, (we seek) Your 
forgiveness, our Rubb ! And unto You 
is the return." When the people 
recited it and it smoothly flowed on 
their tongues, then Allah revealed 
immediately afterwards: "The Messen­
ger (Muhammad ~ ) believes in what 

-~ ~:?1,;.\11 ~ 
,~ .iii ~ "j , ~_;.~ '-!'.f ;_;. -\iA 

• 41 ~r"J );, -.:.3) \j : JL; 
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has been sent down to him from his 
Rubb, and (so do) the believers. Each 
one believes in Allah, His Angels, His 

Books, and His Messengers. (They 
say), 'We make no distinction be­
tween one another of His Messen­
gers' - and they say, 'We hear, and we 
obey. (We seek) Your forgiveness, our 
Rubb, and to You is the return ( of 
all)."' When they did that, Allah 

abrogated this (Ayah) and Allah the 
Great revealed: "Allah burdens not a 

person beyond his scope. He gets 
reward for that (good) which he has 
earned, and he is punished for that 
( evil) which he has earned." (The 

Prophet Ji! said): "Yes. 'Our Rubb! 
Lay not on us a burden like that which 
You did lay on those before us (Jews 
and Christians)."' (The Prophet Ji! 
said): "Yes. 'Our Rubb! Put not on us 
a burden greater than we have strength 

to bear."' (The Prophet Ji! said): "Yes. 
'Pardon us and grant us forgiveness. 
Have mercy on us. You are our Mau/a 

(Patron, Supporter and Protector) and 
give us victory over the disbelieving 
people."' 

He (the Prophet Ji!) said: "Yes." 
[Muslim] 

' , 
~ ~( ~~ l_,.w ~µ1 -•-' 

-, .&1 J)t ~J~ .&1 ~ f' 
,;; 

l" :;' :&1 ~ ~-➔ : J--::-) ~\ 
" 

T:~ µ '1_; G~➔ ~ :J~ 
/ ,;J ,,,,,,,, .,,.,,,,,,,,,/ t,,,?" ,,, ~ 

~ ~fl' ~ ~ w ~l 
t:: n:~ ·r c✓ J.- , < : Jij -'W 

~ J .'.J"f' r"" "I'. ~· 

~t➔ ~ : J~ ~~ft Cl ;Ju;; '1 

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that initially every person was answerable 

for thoughts and doubts even those which crossed his mind; something on which 

nobody had any control. The Companions of the Prophet ~ were naturally disturbed 

on this situation. But when they heard and obeyed the orders of the Prophet ~ then 

Almighty Allah revoked this order with the elaboration that He does not put anyone 
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to trouble beyond his capacity. It is, therefore, essential for every Muslim to obey all 

the Injunctions of Allah because none of it is such that he is unable to carry out. 

CHAPTER 18 

PROHIBITION OF HERESIES 

IN RELIGION 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"So after the truth, what else can 
there be, save error?" (10:32) 

''We have neglected nothing in the 
Book." (6:38) 

"(And) if you differ in anything 
amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah 

and His Messenger (~ )." (4:59) 
"And verily, this is My straight path, 

so follow it, and follow not (other) 
paths, for they will separate you away 
from His path." (6:153) 

"Say (0 Muhammad ~ to 
mankind): 'If you (really) love Allah 

then follow me (i.e., accept Islamic 
Monotheism, follow the Qur'an and 
the Sunnah), Allah will love you and 
forgive you your sins."' (3:31) 

169. 'A.ishah 4-:..- 41 ~~ reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "If anyone 

introduces in our matter something 

which does not belong to it, will be 

rejected." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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The narration in Muslim says: "If 

anybody introduces a practice which is 
not authenticated by me, it is to be 
rejected." 

Commentary: This Hadith lays down a very important principle. Unfortunately, 

Muslims have not attached any importance to this Hadith and the principle given in it 

with the result that innovations in the Deen have become so common that they have 

been taken for true Deen; our people act upon them and are made to practice them. 

One reason for this is their lack of education and ignorance about Deen. The second 

reason is their lack of understanding of the principle prescribed in this Hadith 

although it is stated in very explicit terms. 

The principle that we learn from this Hadith is that every such action or activity is 

innovation which is done as a virtue and to gain the Pleasure of Allah but is not 

consonant with the teachings of the Qur'iin and Sunnah, or which does not agree with 

the interpretation of the Nuss (text) given by the Companions of the Prophet ~ or 

their successors (Tabi'Cm) . The reason being that the period of the Companions and 

the Tabi'un is the Khair-ul-Qurun (the best of all generations). Thus any action or 

activity that is deprived of the support of these generations falls in the category of 

heresies. 

170. Jabir ....:.._s, .t I c.r4' _; reported: 
Whenever the Messenger of Allah ~ 
delivered a Khutbah , his eyes would 
become red, his tone loud and he 
showed anger as if he were warning us 

against an army. He ~ would say, 
"The enemy is about to attack you in 
the morning and the enemy is advan­
cing against you in the evening." He 
would further say, "I am sent with the 
final Hour like these two fingers of 
mine." Messenger of Allah ~ held up 
his index finger and the middle finger 
together to illustrate. He used to add: 
"To proceed, the best speech is the 
Book of Allah and the best guidance is 

'~ 41 ~ ) '.r.~ :;:, -\V• . ,, 
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the guidance of Muhammad (~ ), the 
worst practice is the introduction of 
new practices in Islam and every 
Bid'ah is a misguidance." He would 
also say, "I am, in respect of rights, 
nearer to every believer than his own 
self. He who leaves an estate, it 
belongs to his heirs, and he who 
leaves a debt, it is my responsibility to 
pay it off." [Muslim]. Same Hadith as 

reported by 'Irbad bin Sariyah .&1 ~J 

~ has already been recorded in the 
previous chapter regarding safeguard­

ing the Sunnah of the Prophet ~ -
(See Hadith number 158) 

Commentary: 

.~ .&1 ~ ) .~F- 0 .;,c:~1 :,r-J 

. ~I 1; .;J.,;i;.j1 ....,G · ,_ L:..11 ;s~ 
, ....- , ; . ..; '-". _ , 

1. This Hadith mentions the style of the speech of the Prophet ~- His auspicious 

presence is regarded in it as a sign of the nearness of the Day of Resurrection. 

2. It emphasizes the importance of the Qur'an and the Sunnah and brings into focus 

the destruction caused by Bid'ah in Deen . 

3. It clearly lays down that the orphans and the needy are the liability of the 

govemment/Bait-ul-Miil (public exchequer). The reason being that the caliphs were 

the successors of the Prophet ~ and the work which was done by him in his lifetime 

was after him their responsibility. 

4. The rightful owners of the deceased are their heirs and none else. 

CHAPTER 19 

HERETICS DOING DESIRABLE 

OR UNDESIRABLE DEEDS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And those who say: 'Our Rubb! 

Bestow on us from our wives and our 

offspring the comfort of our eyes, and 

! , , •• > < , • , • ~ I ' ' A 
~ .0.:..... ,:_,r,, ~ '-:'~ - "' 

~ .,f 
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make us leaders of the Muttaqun (the 
pious)."' (25:74) 

"And We made them leaders, guid­
ing (mankind) by Our Command." 
(21:73) 

171. Jarir bin 'Abdullah ,;.s, .iii ~ J 

reported: We were with Messenger of 
Allah ~ shortly after dawn when there 
came to him some people clad in 
woollen rags, or covered with sleeve­
less blankets; and with swords hanging 
down from their necks. Most of them 
rather, all of them, belonged to the 
Mudar tribe. The face of the Prophet 
~ changed when he saw them starving. 
Then he went into his house and came 

out; then he commanded Bilal .iii ~ J 

,;.s, to proclaimAdhan (call to prayers). 
So he proclaimed Adhan and recited 
lqamah and the Prophet ~ led the 
Salat. Then he delivered a Khutbah 

saying, "O mankind! Be dutiful to your 
Rubb, Who created you from a single 

person (Adam), and from him (Adam) 
He created his wife (Eve), and from 
them both He created many men and 
women; and fear Allah through Whom 
you demand your (natural) rights, and 
do not sever the relations of kinship. 
Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher 
over you." (4:1) He also recited the 
Ayah which is in the end of Surat Al­

Hashr: "O you who believe! Fear Allah 
and keep your duty to Him. And let 
every one look what he has sent forth 
for the tomorrow." (59:18). There-

0 ,:, > -- ,, , 
-!~ .j \::S :Ju .~ -1 1 ~ 1 ,-11 

~.:t.;_; -~ • .&1 ~,?_; i½ -!4J1 
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after, every man gave in charity Dinar, 
Dirham, clothes, measure-fulls of 
wheat and measure-fulls of dates till 
he said: "(Give in charity) be it half a 
date." Then a man of the Ansar came 
with a bag which was difficult for him 
to hold in his hand. Thereafter, the 
people came successively (with charity) 
till I saw two heaps of food and 
clothes. I noticed that the face of 
Messenger of Allah ~ was glowing 
like that of the bright moon or 
glittering gold. Then he ~ said, 
"Whosoever introduces a good prac­
tice in Islam, there is for him its reward 
and the reward of those who act upon 
it after him without anything being 

- 0 -
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diminished from their rewards. And , i:;..; G : ~ W IJ . ;.i;.; t ~ ~\i 1 

whosoever introduces an evil practice 
in Islam, will shoulder its sin and the 
sins of all those who will act upon it, 
without diminishing in any way their 
burden." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: 

~L.a.ll ~Lu 

~ ;,p1_:; .J~~\} ~~\ ~1_:; 

-~:i C;,:.'>'.IJ ai..;,_i1 :~)1 Ji-
1. Some people try to deduce a proof for good innovations from the words: -i ~ 0" ' 

«<.:.....> .:..... r')l.,)'1. 

Thus they classify innovations Bid'ah into two categories, namely good innovations 

and bad innovations. But this is wrong. No innovation can be good. It is always bad 

because it amounts to inventing Shar'fah which no one has the right to do. 

Constitution of Shar'fah is the exclusive Right of Allah Alone. It is He who constitutes 

the Shar'fah and it is on His behest that His Prophets convey it to the people. Not to 

speak of scholars and others. 

2. What this Hadfth makes abundantly clear is that anyone who tries to find new ways 

and means to preach and practice Islamic Shar'fah , which are later on adopted by 

other people also, would not only get the reward of doing so but he will also be 

rewarded for the endeavours of those who will after him continue them and perform 

good deeds. But anything of which we do not find any trace in Shar'fah is bad. It 

cannot be good in any case, no matter what means are adopted for this purpose. 

3. Other benefits of this Hadfth are self-evident and do not need further elaboration. 

172. Ibn Mas'ud =-.ii i ~ _; reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "The first son of 
Adam* takes a share of the guilt of 
every one who murders another 
wrongfully because he was the initia­
tor of committing murder." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ .&I ~ J :;_.:.; 01 ~ J - \V'I' 

~ ~ ~)) :JL; ~ ~\ ~f 

r;T Ji J;- 0ls' ~l L:ili ~ 
J~\ ~l5 ~½ 1: .; '. "1:( J"\)1 

...I ~ ~ ~ , J 

-~ ~ ((~\:;,, ~ 

* The son of Adam in the Hadfth is said to be Qabfl. Allah tells us about his story in 

Surat Al-Md'idah (The Table spread with Food). Verses 27-31. 

Commentary: This Hadfth gives us an idea how serious is the crime of initiating an 

evil which is followed by others. One who initiates an evil would be sinful for all those 

who follow him in that crime till the Day of Resurrection. The safest course, therefore , 

is that one should abstain from heresy and stick to obedience only. 
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CHAPTER20 

CALLING TO RIGHT GUIDANCE 

AND FORBIDDING DEPRAVITY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And invite (men) to (believe in) 

your Rubb [i.e., in the Oneness 

(Tauhitl) of Allah - (1) Oneness of 

the Rububiyah of,Allah; (2) Oneness 

of the worship of Allah; (3) Oneness of 

the Name and Qualities of Allah]. 

(28:87) 

"Invite (mankind, 0 Muhammad 

~ ) to the way of your Rubb (i.e., 

Islam) with wisdom (i.e., with the 

Divine Revelation and the Qur'an 

and fair preaching)." (16:125) 

"Help you one another in Al-Birr 

and At-Taqwa (virtue, righteousness 

and piety)." (5:2) 

"Let there arise out of you a group of 

people inviting to all that is good 

(Islam)." (3:104) 

173. Abu Mas'l}d 'Uqbah bin 'Amr 

Al-Ansari Al-Badri ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whoever guides someone to virtue 

will be rewarded equivalent to him 
who practices that good action." 

[Muslim] 

.,.~..ulJ .r?- Js, 4J~l!I '-:-'~ -Y • 

41~ Ji l5..lA J! 

.. 
~~~ dl f~➔ ~~ Ju 

J1 t0➔ : Jt;; Jli3 [AV : ~\] 

~1:-~tr ili·,,w w1 ~ ,, ,, 
/ / ,:_r,'~ / / ;, ;,'_) ~ 

t;,;~_; ➔ :Jt;; Jl.i_, [\'\'O :j,..JI] 

Jli3 [r : ,~WIJ ~~~r; i:F ~ 

.,_;.;- c) ~ ~y--o ~f :.J3 - Wr' 

: Jli ~ .&\ ~) ~j .W1 ~jL;.;\1 1 

Commentary: The statement quoted in this Hadfth was made by the Prophet ~ 

when, on a certain occasion, someone requested him to give an animal for riding. The 

Prophet ~ replied that he did not have any. A man who was present there said that he 
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could show him the man who could help him in the matter. This is how the Prophet ~ 

revealed the reward of directing people to good deeds, which is mentioned in this 

Hadith. 

174. Abu Hurairah ~ .:iii ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"If anyone calls others to follow right 
guidance, his reward will be equivalent 
to those who follow him (in right­
eousness) without their reward being 
diminished in any respect, and if 
anyone invites others to follow error, 
the sin, will be equivalent to that of the 
people who follow him (in sinfulness) 
without their sins being diminished in 

any respect." [Muslim] 

~ 41 ~J •.r../' '-Ii :_/'J -\Vt 

:Jl.i r1-,-J ~ 41 ~ 41 J.,..,.J 01 

~ ;j ~l5 (.>,'.i;, J1 ~; ~)) 
' !:, ~ ~ '., '\ '1:. '\r1 
~ ; 0'° -d _y>:- (.J"': .r-

,,, t ,... ~; , ,, It.; , , I , ~-
,:_;,.,,.) ' •• ~J_y>:- ~ -~ 

Commentary: 'Invitation' and 'Call' stand to mean here that someone induces 

others to virtue or seduces to sin by means of his speech or action. We come to know 

from this Hadith that one who becomes a medium for either of them is given a reward 

or punishment respectively by Allah ~ J y-. 

175. Sahl bin Sa'd ~ 41 ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said 
on the day of the Khaibar Battle, "I 

will give this banner to a person at 
whose hands Allah will grant victory; a 
man who loves Allah and His Messen­
ger (~), and Allah and His Messenger 
love him also." The people spent the 
night thinking as to whom it would be 
given. When it was morning, the 
people hastened to Messenger of 

Allah ~- Every one of them was 
hoping that the banner would be given 
to him. He (the Prophet ~) asked, 
"Where is 'Ali bin Abu Talib?" They 
said: "O Messenger of Allah! His eyes 
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20- CALLING TO RIGHT GUIDANCE 

are sore." He ~ then sent for him and 
when he came, Messenger of Allah ~ 
applied his saliva to his eyes and 
supplicated. 'Ali .:.s- .ii i ~ _; recovered 
as if he had no ailment at all. He ~ 
conferred upon him the banner. 'Ali 

.:.s- .ii i ~ .J said: "O Messenger of Allah, 
shall I fight against them until they are 
like us?" Thereupon he (the Prophet 
~ ) said, "Advance cautiously until you 
reach their open places; thereafter, 
invite them to Islam and inform them 
what is obligatory for them from the 
Rights of Allah, for, by Allah, if Allah 
guides even one person through you 
that is better for you than possessing a 
whole lot of red camels." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

I~ J ~ ,li\ JyJ 2; a~; 
~ ~ ~ 0 lg J;_ f; I ;j ~; J 

~ J~ . ~1,1 ~~t •e,-J 
.:iii J ~ J- L_ : 8 .:iii , .,, Cri') 

.... _, -- o J J ;:; ~ J _,J 
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,,.- 0 ,., ,., _.. _, O J, 0 J;:, _;..;_ ~ j ~ .i.A..;\n 

I )\._'..,~\ J'\ 0 
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O 
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~ .. " o :~ ~ I~ J _, ~ 0> 0 ~, .... 

,J>'~(;-- ~ ; r-r::J 
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,, 0 ~"' ~ \~\ ' .;;. - iL 
~~ .r.,>" , ) .) . 

.~j,;:,, (I~\ 

Commentary: Besides mentioning the excellence of 'Ali = .& 1 ~ J and the miracle 

of the Prophet ~ , this Hadith tells about the procedure of Jihad. According to 

procedure, first of all, polytheists and infidels should be invited to Islam, and if they 

reject the invitation, then Jihad be made against them. Jihad is such an action that if at 

its initial stage, that is to say at the stage of invitation, some people accept the 

guidance, then the people who will participate in Jihad will get the reward of good 

deeds done by those who would join the fold of Islam. 

176. Anas bin Malik ~ .ii i ~ _; 

reported: A young man from the tribe 
of Aslam said, "O Messenger of Allah 

~ ' I wish to fight (in the Cause of 
Allah) but I do not have anything to 
equip myself with (for fighting). " He 

0i ~ .&I ~~ ~ f :_;.:, - Wi 

Ji .:iii J_,.:,,J ½ : J L; r1,:-f ~ ~ 
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(the Prophet ~ ) said, "Go to so-and­
so, for he had equipped himself (for 
fighting) but he fell ill." So he (the 
young man) went to him and said, 
"Messenger of Allah ~ sends you his 
greetings and says that you should give 
me the equipment that you have 
provided yourself with." The man said 

(to his wife or servant): "O so-and-so, 
give him the equipment I have col­
lected for myself and do not withhold 
anything from him. By Allah, if you 
withhold anything from him, we will 
not be blessed therein." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

.L. I .u ~ !J'G . r- o .JJ J .• 

1. We learn from this Hadith that if a person has made preparations for doing some 

good deed but he is unable to do it due to illness or some other genuine reason, and he 

gives the material to be used for that purpose to someone else then he will also be 

equally eligible to the reward of that good deed. 

2. Rather than spending wealth in the way of Allah, those who withhold it, displease 

Allah, and their wealth becomes deprived of His Blessing. 

CHAPfER21 

ASSISTANCE TOWARDS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PIETY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Help you one another in Al-Birr 

and At-Taqwa (virtue, righteousness 
and piety)." (5:2) 

"By Al-'Asr (the time). Verily, man is 

in loss. Except those who believe (in 
Islamic Monotheism) and do right­

eous good deeds, and recommend one 

~1 Js- ~_.,lA::.!1 ~4 -Y' 

.:s .,.a::) 1 _., 

~~ i_;.;i;~ ~1 ~_; ~1: 
. [r , , : ~1] ~P\ i_;.:;,1;~ 
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21-ASSISTANCE TOWARDS PIETY 

another to the truth [i.e. order one 

another to perform all kinds of good 

deeds (Al-Ma'ruf) which Allah has 

ordained, and abstain from all kinds 

of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar) 

which Allah has forbidden], and 

recommend one another to patience 

(for the sufferings, harms, and inju­

ries which one may encounter in 

Allah's Cause during preaching His 

religion of Islamic Monotheism or 
Jihatl)." (103:1-3) 

! ~ ).:i ~ ~ </, ~)sf j\ ::_,..81 ~[ 

-fi.,.:.J I 

177. Khalid Al-Juhani ~ .ii i ~ _; .j. -:½j ~ )1 ~ ~i :_; - WV 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "He 
who equips a warrior in the way of 
Allah (will get the reward of the one 
who has actually gone for Jihad); and 
he who looks after the family of a 
warrior in the way of Allah will get the 
reward of the one who has gone for 
Jihad." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith tells the mode which can make Jihad more effective and 

give the participants of Jihad equal share in its reward. Every society has many able­

bodied young people who want to take part in Jihad but do not have the resources for 

it, and this is how a very useful segment of the society fails to make any contribution to 

it. On the other hand, there are people in the society who have plenty of resources but 

do not possess health, vigour and youth which are essential for Jihad. According to the 

method prescribed in this Hadith, not only the requisite manpower and resources 

essential for Jihad are combined but everyone gets an even share in its reward. It 

should be kept in mind that in the early period of Islam, Mujahidun {the Muslims who 

took part in Jihad) were neither professional soldiers nor were they paid regular 

salaries, the way they now constitute a regular, permanent and vast military institution. 

These Mujahidun used to take part in Jihad voluntarily as is being done nowadays 

under many organizations also. 
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178. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ .w l ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ sent a 
detachment to Banu Lahyan tribe and 
remarked, "Let one of every two men 
get ready to advance, and both will 
earn the same reward." [Muslim] 

179. lbn 'Abbas 1 , s · <- 41 ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
came across a party of mounted men 
at Ar-Rauha and asked them, "Who 
are you?" They answered: "We are 
Muslims, and who are you?" He said, 
"I am the Messenger of Allah." A 
woman from among them lifted a boy 
up to him and asked: "Can this one go 
on Hajj?" He~ 41 ~ J said, "Yes, and 
you will have the reward." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

Cri''j ~!i;JI }.~ ·· c/;f :J-3 - \VA 

~ .~ ;: -~ ..iii J_?~ 0f ~ .iii 
: Jlii ~~ ~ ~~ -f. Ji 
~~f ~~ JS ~ .i. ~~::111 

. . l ~ ~I ,, (( I ~-&:': , ' \I I • r- _)) .. .r- J 

.iii Cri'J ':~ 0 1 ;y.:, - \V°i 

(s'~ ~ ~ ..iii J_?~ 0f \~~'.; 
: I)\_; ((~f _;iii ill : Jlii ~l_;. /,J~ 

,, ,, of > ,,,,,, ,,. o 

:Jt.; ~~1 ~ : 1_,Jw -0~1 

1. We learn from this Hadfth that in the matter of dress, style and appearance, the 

Prophet ~ was so simple that ordinary people could not easily recognize him as a 

Prophet. 

2. If a child is taken with his parents for Hajj, its reward will be given to his parents 

because at that age Hajj is not obligatory on him. After gaining maturity, if the child 

has the means to go for Hajj, then he is duty-bound to perform it. The Hajj performed 

by him in childhood is considered as Nafl only. 

180. Abu Musa ~ 41 ~ ) reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "The honest 
Muslim trustee who carries out duties 
assigned to him (in another narration 
he said, "Who gives"), and he gives 
that in full, with his heart overflowing 

~~½1 ~_,.; ~ i j>'_J - \/\• 

·.J 1''

0

'1~••11· · ' '•'1. "' .., ~, '-E" if ,....:s- o.l) Cri'J 
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22- GIVING COUNSEL 

with cheerfulness, to whom he is 
ordered, he is one of the two givers 
of charity." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith also mentions a very important principle to the effect 

that everyone must wholeheartedly perform the duty assigned to him by the state. If he 

is appointed custodian of the Bait-ul-Mal (public exchequer), he must fulfill his duty 

with utmost honesty. If he is not envious of anyone, nor harms anybody, nor behaves 

niggardly then he will be entitled to the same reward which will be due to the person 

who entrusted him that duty. Thus this Hadith enjoins every Muslim to perform his 

official duties wholeheartedly and to the best of his ability. 

L-=====G=~=HAYf= G=C=~=~=N=2:=E=L==:=JI L..::I ==1...,=' ·=a=·l=I _;=_ ·= ....,=· =4=-=Y=Y ===::'.JI I 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"The believers are nothing else than 

brothers (in Islamic religion)." (49:10) 
"(Nub said) I give sincere advice to 

you." (7:62) 

"(And Hod said) And I am a 

trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) 
for you." (7:68) 

181. Tamim bin Ails Ad-Dari .ti~_; 

.:..&- reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
''Ad-Deen is sincerity." We said: "For 
whom?" He replied, "For Allah, His 

. ; ~> f '., :J3"\i~ _ ,," ':I-~ - J cl; if 

~ ~I 0f ~ .ii i ~ J ~,,/ul '/°'ji 
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Book, His Messenger and for the 
leaders of the Muslims and their 
masses." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Had'ith stresses the importance and merits of general sincerity. 

Sincerity for Allah here means that one must have true faith in Him and He should be 

worshipped with full devotion and sincerity. Sincerity for the Qur'an means that one 

should confirm its truth with one's full heart and mind, recite it regularly, act upon the 

injunctions contained in it with meticulous care and strictly avoid its misinterpretation. 

Sincerity of the Prophet ~ means sincere confirmation of his Prophethood, faithful 

obedience of his orders and adherence to his Sunnah. The goodwill of the Muslim 

rulers stands here for co-operating with them in their lawful orders and obedience of 

their such orders which are free from any trace of sin. If they deviate from the Straight 

Path they should be persuaded to tum to virtue. One should not revolt against them 

unless they commit infidelity. The goodwill of the Muslim masses means that one 

should work for the betterment of their life in this world and the Hereafter. They 

should be provided the right guidance, induced to perform good deeds and deterred 

from evils. 

182. Jarir bin 'Abdullah ~ .ii i ~ _; 

reported: I made my covenant with 

Messenger of Allah ~ on the 
observance of Salat, payment of 
Zakat, and giving counsel to Muslim." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Had'ith emphasizes the importance of goodwill to all the 

Muslims to the extent that the Prophet ~ would require his Companions to vow for 

their goodwill giving counsel to each other in the same way as he did in the case of 

most important obligations like Sa/at and Zakat. 

183. Anas ~ .ii i ~ .; reported: The 
Prophet ~ said, "No one of you 
becomes a true believer until he likes 
for his brother what he likes for 
himself." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith about the importance and virtue of 
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mutual love among the Muslims. If we act upon the injunctions mentioned in this 

Hadfth , the Muslim societies will be immediately purged of the evils like exploitation, 

bribery, dishonesty, falsehood, cheating, forgery, etc., which are rampant in them at 

present. Islam has taught golden principles to its followers who have unfortunately 

neglected them and in consequence are leading a life of utter disgrace and moral 

turpitude. May Allah guide them to the Straight Path. 

CHAPTER23 

ENJOINING GOOD AND 

FORBIDDING EVIL 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Let there arise out of you a group of 

people inviting to all that is good 

(Islam), enjoining Al-Ma'ruf (i.e., Isla­

mic Monotheism and all that Islam 

orders one to do) and forbidding Al­

Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and 

all that Islam has forbidden). And it is 

they who are the successful." (3:104) 

"You (true believers in Islamic 

Monotheism, and real followers of 

Prophet Muhammad ~ and his 

Sunnah) are the best of peoples ever 

raised up for mankind; you enjoin Al­

Ma 'ruf (i.e., Islamic Monotheism and 
all that Islam has ordained) and 

forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbe­

lief and all that Islam has forbidden)" 

(3:110) 

"Show forgiveness, enjoin what is 

good, and turn away from the foolish 
(i.e., don't punish them)." (7:199) 

"The believers, men and women, are 

~IJ JJ.,-J4 }'-11 '-:"4 -n'' 

faJl:J, 
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Auliya' (helpers, supporters, friends, 

protectors) of one another; they enjoin 

(on the people) Al-Ma'ruf (i.e., Islamic 

Monotheism and all that Islam orders 

one to do), and forbid (people) from 

Al-Munkar (i.e., polytheism and disbe­

lief of all kinds, and all that Islam has 
forbidden)" (9:71) 

"Those among the Children of Israel 

who disbelieved were cursed by the 

tongue of Dawud (David) and 'Isa 

(Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary). That 

was because they disobeyed (Allah and 

the Messengers) and were ever trans­

gressing beyond bounds. They used 

not to forbid one another from the 

Munkar (wrong, evildoing, sins, poly­

theism, disbelief) which they com­

mitted. Vile indeed was what they 

used to do." (5:78,79) 

"And say: 'The truth is from your 

Rubb.' Then whosoever wills, let him 

believe; and whosoever wills, let him 

disbelieve." (18:29) 

"Therefore proclaim openly (Allah's 

Message - Islamic Monotheism) that 

which you are commanded ... " (15:94) 
''We rescued those who forbade evil, 

but with a severe torment. We seized 

those who did wrong because they used 

to rebel against Allah's Command 

(disobey Allah)." (7:165) 

184. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ <ll l ~ .; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
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"Whoever amongst you sees an evil, he 

must change it with his hand; if he is 

unable to do so, then with his tongue; 

and if he is unable to do so, then with 

his heart; and that is the weakest form 

of Faith." [Muslim] 

-~1' l_j c.V 0 l 
} O ,;: _.. \ 0 ,, 

((~~'11 ~I ..!J.l~J ...Ji.; 

Commentary: This Hadith contains a very important prescription to prevent the 

Muslim society from all things which are forbidden in Islam. So long as Muslims 

adhered to it and ceaselessly and fearlessly performed their obligation of enjoining the 

right and forbidding the wrong, their society was largely safe from many evils and sins. 

185. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~ 4 1 ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Never a Prophet had been sent before 

me by Allah to his people but he had, 

among his people, (his) disciples and 

companions, who followed his ways 

and obeyed his command. Then there 

came after them their successors who 

proclaimed what they did not practise, 

and practised what they were not 

commanded to do. And (he) who 

strove against them with his hand is a 

believer; he who strove against them 
with his heart is a believer; and he who 

strove against them with his tongue is a 

believer ; and beyond that there is no 

grain of Faith." [Muslim] 

186. 'Ubadah bin As-Samit 4 1 ~ .) 

~ reported: We swore allegiance to 

Messenger of Allah ~ to hear and 

obey; in time of difficulty and in 
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prosperity, in hardship and in ease, to 
endure being discriminated against 
and not to dispute about rule with 
those in power, except in case of 
evident infidelity regarding which 
there is a proof from Allah. We swore 
allegiance to Messenger of Allah ~ to 
say what was right wherever we were, 
and not to fear from anyone's re­
proach. [Al-Bukhiiri and Muslim] ', ,_ ·. -~ ~ 

.j : '-? \ : 1;~:;_~ -~ tt ,_p13 .k..S_j1 11 

:r,L.a.).','1 : ttt)\113)) -~') p, 
:
0 «L,;.\ -' )J . t:\:; ,_, , _:J - ,.!J <~ ' iL 

-~ Y. '1!-' •• er.-" J , .,.........., , 

Commentary: It has been emphasized in this Hadfth that even if a Muslim ruler is 

sinful and cruel, one should not disobey him unless he orders to go against the Divine 

injunctions. In that case, such rulers should not be obeyed. Similarly, it is not 

permissible to revolt against them until they commit clear-cut infidelity because there 

is a greater danger of loss in revolt and rebellion. It should be noted once and for all 

that the expression of truth and compliance with religious injunctions have top priority 

on all occasions. This should be done regardless of what people say on this account. 

187. Nu'man bin Bashir -:.s- .ti ~ .) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
likeness of the man who observes the 
limits prescribed by Allah and that of 
the man who transgresses them is like 
the people who get on board a ship 
after casting lots. Some of them are in 
its lower deck and some of them in its 

~ 0 ~G:11 ✓ :~IJI - \AV 
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upper (deck). Those who are in its 
lower (deck), when they require water, 
go to the occupants of the upper deck, 
and say to them : 'If we make a hole in 
the bottom of the ship, we shall not 
harm you.' If they (the occupants of 
the upper deck) leave them to carry 
out their design they all will be 
drowned. But if they do not let them 

go ahead (with their planj, all of them 
will remain safe." [Al-Bukhari] 

1_,~ ~WI ~ 1_;;>,1 l~l ~ \ 
GI _;i 

1_,;1_:;i t.;_:, ~_,s) . L.; 
'-\ .s; 

, _, ;: 0µ -~ , , 
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0 \3J II~ \', > 
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Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that the consequences of committing acts 

which are forbidden in Islam are not confined only to those persons who commit them, 

but the whole society has to suffer for them. It is, therefore, essential that the people 

who are in the habit of committing sinful acts and violate Divine injunctions, should be 

checked to save the whole society from destruction. If this is not done, the entire 

society will have to face the Divine punishment. 

188. Umm Salamah ~ .iii ~J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "You 
will have rulers some of whom you 
approve and some of whom you will 
disapprove. He who dislikes them will 
be safe, and he who expresses disap­
proval will be safe, but he who is 
pleased and follows them (will be 
indeed sinful)." His audience asked: 
"Shall we not fight them?" He replied, 
"No, as long as they establish Sa/fit 
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amongst you." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

. r-1----4 ~1.,:; ((~~\ 

-q - ..G ns:.;1 :l-,:_~: : i· Ji ; ( : - :~c;; 
J , ., .) ' c--' ,J -, ' -!' ✓ 
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WI .,: , ''"G' :,1:., · .- '." . -,r:' Ji-' ~ J r,.---;; er,'.) ✓ J 

1. By qualifying the obedience of Muslim rulers with Sal[U, it has been made clear that 

what actually distinguishes between Kufr and Islam is Sa/at. 

2. If a person has the power to stop the rulers from committing evil deeds, he must use 

this power for it. If he is incapable of it, he should at least condemn their evil deeds in 

his heart. To join or acquiesce in the evil deeds of the rulers is an extremely dangerous 

trend. From this angle, participation in political parties is a dangerous affair because 

when these parties come into power, all their members have to endorse and pursue 

their good as well as bad policies. 

189. Zainab Lp .& 1 ~ .; reported: 
The Prophet ~ came to visit me one 
day frightened and he ~ said, "La 
ilaha illallah (There is no true God but 
Allah). Woe to the Arabs because of 
an evil which has drawn near! Today 
an opening of this size has been made 
in the barrier restraining Ya'juj and 
Ma'juj (Gog and Magog people)." And 
he ~ made a circle with his thumb and 
index finger. I said, "O Messenger of 
Allah! Shall we perish while still there 

will be righteous people among us?" )s i1t ~n : JL.; ~0~~\ 
He ~ replied, "Yes, when wickedness 
prevails." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

. ....L •. - ((a1 - ..,..... . 

Commentary: This Hadith also tells us about the ominous of sin. It says that when 
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vice becomes common, then in spite of the presence of some virtuous persons, that 

community will be destroyed. But on the Day of Resurrection, those noble persons 

who had done their duty of preaching virtue and checking vice will stand apart from 

the sinners. Thus this Hadfth induces one to keep away from sins. 

190. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ .wl ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Beware of sitting on roads (ways)." 
The people said: "We have but them as 
sitting places." Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "If you have to sit there, then 
observe the rights of the way." They 
asked, "What are the rights of the 

way?" He ~ said, "To lower your gaze 
( on seeing what is illegal to look at), 
and (removal of harmful objects), 
returning greetings, enjoining good 
and forbidding wrong." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

, ,... ,...,... 

: ~ .&1 J_?J Jlli 

1_,1;t ~\ -Jt 
, / 

: 1_,J \j 

~II : JI_; ~Ji\ J_?J ~ ~f-1\ 
.i')l:.)1 ;):, •0~\r1 ~ 3 -: a~i1 

(./' ~\J -~J;._j~ :,_;\r1:, 
-~j_.i:.o ((p\ 

1. This Hadfth tells us that it is improper to sit on roadsides and passages in such a way 

which causes inconvenience to men and women who pass by. It is really very 

unfortunate that now we do not care about such things at all. 

2. If sitting on roadside is indispensable at all, then it is essential to observe the 

requirements mentioned in the Hadfth to justify the needful. 

3. Some other Islamic etiquette mentioned in this Hadfth have also been stated in 

other Ahiidfth. For instance, politeness of speech, sharing of someone's burden, 

helping the oppressed and the troubled, guiding the wayward person to the right path, 

answering (in the prescribed manner) one who sneezes, etc. 

191. 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas .ii i ~ ) 

4-" reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
saw a man wearing a gold ring. So he 
( the Prophet ~ ) pulled it off and 

~ J ';"'G .;r.l ✓ : ~t)\ - '°'' 
_si ) ~ .&1 J_?J 01 1;+'. c. .iii 
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threw it away, saying, "One of you 
takes a live coal, and puts it on his 
hand." It was said to the man after 
Messenger of Allah ~ had left: "Take 
your ring ( of gold) and utilize it," 
whereupon he said: "No, by Allah, I 
would never take it when Messenger of 
Allah ~ has thrown it away." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

1. We learn from this Hadfth that wearing of gold ring is prohibited for men and so is 

wearing of golden ornament by them. It is very unfortunate indeed that nowadays it 

has become a popular fashion to present men gold ring on their marriage and they 

wear it with great pride. It is a very dangerous custom and must be altogether shunned 

for two reasons. Firstly, it is an unnecessary formality and burden to exchange presents 

and hold big feasts on betrothal ceremony. It is also open to objection in Islamic law. 

Secondly, to give and take unlawful things is all the more forbidden and is akin to 

building one sin over another. 

2. The spirit of obedience mentioned in this Hadfth is matchless . 

192. Abu Sa'id Al-Hasan Basri re­
ported : ' Aidh bin ' Amr (the 

Companion) ~ .iii ~ J visited 
'Ubaidullah bin Ziyad (the ruler) and 
said to him: "Son, I heard Messenger 

of Allah ~ saying, 'The worst 
shepherds (rulers) are those who deal 
harshly in respect of supervision. 
Beware, Don't be one of them!"' Ibn 
Ziyad said to him, "Sit down, you are 
but husk from among the Companions 
of the Prophet ~ -" 'Aidh bin 'Amr 
~ .iii ~J retorted: "Was there any 
husk among them? Surely, husk came 
after them and among others than 
them." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith presents a model of courage and boldness of speaking 

the truth before a tyrant. It was displayed by 'Aidh = ..ii 1 ~ ; in the court of 

Ubaidullah bin Ziyad, governor of Basrah. The latter humiliated 'Aidh = ..iii ~ J for 

his straight forwardness and truth but he repeated his statement about the eminence 

of the Companions of the Prophet ~ and said none of them could be called husk. 

193. Hudhaifah =- .ii i ~ J reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "By Him in 
Whose Hand my life is, you either 
enjoin good and forbid evil, or Allah 
will certainly soon send His punish­
ment to you. Then you will make 
supplication and it will not be ac­
cepted." [At-Tirmidhi] 

..iii ~ ) ~i;. if : ~WI _, O.f 

'. ~ jJI')) : Jl,; ~ • ". I\ . - ~ 
~ ~ - J _, '-E"' ✓ 

0~_-; -~J~~ 0~8 !~~ 

,,,,,~~ ,, ,-,~- ' (' ' \;,::, ,~: ': 
~ .r .x, ~ • ~ ~ ~ r--=-- -----:-:: 
~-½?I ol_,u ((~ ~~ )U 

. :,:..;. ~~ : JL;_, 

Commentary: To abandon the practice of enjoining virtue and forbidding vice is 

likely to incur the displeasure of Allah. This trend is indeed fraught with the danger of 

rejection of prayers and supplications by Him. 

194. Abu Sa'1d Al-Khudr1 =- .t1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
best type of Jihad ( striving in the way 
of Allah) is speaking a true word in the 
presence of a tyrant ruler." 

[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 

;.~-, <./;,i if :? l?~WI - ,O.t 

~ ~I </ ~ ..iii ~ J ~-:!_Jjl 
,., 0 0 J, _.. J- _,, O t ,, 
~ J...li ~ ~lp.JI I ;...\n :JI,; - , u--
l?.i._;] I_, ,~_,b ;t ~IJJ \~~ ~lki.:., 

. :,....;.. ~~ : JL; _, 

Commentary: Jihad has many degrees. Preaching of virtue is also Jihad. The most 

meritorious of all is the effort of communicating the Message of Allah to an unjust 

ruler. Similarly, if a society is so much given to a vice that no one can dare to utter a 

word against it, then to protest against it can also be reckoned as the best Jihad. 

195. Abu 'Abdulla
1
h Tariq bin Shihab ..iii µ '-!'-i if : ? ._;l!.l1 _, o_o 
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,;,.., .J.i 1 ~ J reported: A person asked 
the Prophet ~ (when he had just put 
his foot in the stirrup): "What is the 

highest form of Jihad?" He ~ said, 
"Speaking the truth in the presence of 
a tyrant ruler." [An-Nasa1] 

196. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ,;,.., .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The first defect (in religion) which 
affected the Children of Israel in the 
way that man would meet another and 
say to him: 'Fear Allah and abstain 
from what you are doing, for this is not 

lawful for you.' Then he would meet 
him the next day and find no change in 
him, but this would not prevent him 
from eating with him, drinking with 
him and sitting in his assemblies. When 
it came to this, Allah led their hearts 
into evil ways on account of their 
association with others." Then he ~ 
recited, "Those among the Children of 
Israel who disbelieved were cursed by 
the tongue of Dawud (David) and 'Isa 
(Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary). That 
was because they disobeyed (Allah and 
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the Messengers) and were ever trans­
gressing beyond bounds. They used not 
to forbid one another from the Munkar 

(wrong, evildoing, sins, polytheism, 
disbelief) which they committed. Vile 
indeed was what they used to do. You 
see many of them taking the disbe­
lievers as their Auliya ' (protectors and 
helpers) . Evil indeed is that which their 
own selves have sent forward before 
them; for that (reason) Allah's wrath 
fell upon them and in torment will they 
abide. And had they believed in Allah 

and in the Prophet (Muhammad ~ ) 
and in what has been revealed to him, 
never would they have taken them ( the 
disbelievers) as Auliya ' (protectors and 
helpers); but many of them are the 

Fasiqun (rebellious, disobedient to 
Allah)." (5:78-81) 

Then he (~ ) continued: "Nay, by 
Allah, you either enjoin good and 
forbid evil and catch hold of the hand 

of the oppressor and persuade him to 
act justly and stick to the truth, or, 
Allah will involve the hearts of some of 
you with the hearts of others and will 
curse you as He had cursed them." 
[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 

The wording in At-Tirmidhi is: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When 
the Children of Israel became sinful, 
their learned men prohibited them but 
they would not turn back. Yet, the 
learned men associated with them and 
ate and drank with them. So, they were 
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cursed at the tongues of Dawud and 

'Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), 

because they were disobedient and 

were given to transgression." At this 

stage Messenger of Allah ~ who was 

reclining on a pillow sat up and said, 

"No, By Him in Whose Hand my soul 

is, there is no escape for you but you 

persuade them to act justly." 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that the duty of 'Ulama' is to check the people 

from vice and if, in spite of all their efforts people do not abandon them, they should 

avoid associating with them because it is a matter of religious reverence and vanity. If 

they do not do it, they will also be cursed like the disobedient lot. May Allah save us 

from this negligence. 

197. Abu Bakr As-Siddiq ~ ..iii ~_; 

reported: "O you people! You recite 

this Verse: 'O you who believe! Take 

care of your ownselves. If you follow 

the (right) guidance [ and enjoin what 

is right (Islamic Monotheism and all 

that Islam orders one to do) and forbid 

what is wrong (polytheism, disbelief 

and all that Islam has forbidden)] no 

hurt can come to you from those who 

are in error.' (5:105) But I have heard 

Messenger of Allah ~ saying: "When 

people see an oppressor but do not 

prevent him from (doing evil), it is 

likely that Allah will punish them all." 

[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 

~ c.,t,t cf' :)-;- , 1:,.i1 t; - \ 4i V 

~\ IS : Jl.i ,. , 
.&1 ::.ri' J '<Y-~I -~ 

: ~½1 o~ 0Jt); ~l 1/81 
/ ~t'✓ ~i :<:;:. ·> ✓ , / , , (!_1-f_:k-
~ r'........;.;1 r'~ l,;-,-1. u.JI -r:l!.> J" 

(. ,... >. • ,1.._->• ✓✓ -- / -✓ / ~> , 
: ;...uWI] ~~.>..::.Al l)t j..,., .:_; r-'_;.,...; 

,._t\ J_?J ~ Jr; [\• O 

~ ,, .;:; ::." ,. , 
1)1) 1~l :r,rn .:.t i : J~ -~ 
,, ,, t .,,. ,, , J f .,, .,,. .;:; 

~ ' \~..,G 1.::11>-IS~l.~llk.l\ J ,- - ~ J - ,- I' 

;t ~IJJ 11~ ~~ ~\ ~➔:~ 01 , , 

~L:\ ~~IJ 'L?.i.._,.;:JI., <.)JI; 

-~ 

Commentary: What Abu Bakr As-Siddiq ..:.... ,w l ~ ; had stated was that the Ayah 

mentioned in this Had'ith was generally understood to mean that if a person is on the 

Straight Path then it is not necessary for him to preach virtue and forbid vice because 
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in that case he neither has the fear of being harmed by the disobedience and sins of 

others nor is he answerable to Allah for their misdeeds. Thus, what it implies is that 

Muslim Ummah is not responsible for the enforcement of Islamic Shari 'ah in the world 

and all it is concerned with is its own improvement only. By narrating this Hadfth, Abu 

Bakr As-Siddiq -:.s- ..ii i ~.; refuted this interpretation of the Ayah and made it clear that 

it is the duty of the Ummah and each of its member to make best possible efforts to 

check the vices prevalent in the society. So much so that if a Muslim has the ability to 

check the vices by means of force or speech but he does not do it, his negligence in this 

regard will become a cause of Divine wrath and punishment. The true significance of 

this Ayah is that if, in spite of the best efforts on the part of the pious ones there is no 

improvement, and people do not abstain from sins and disobedience of Allah, then the 

pious persons will not be held responsible for what the defaulters do, nor would they 

suffer on this account. This interpretation of the Ayah removes the conflict that seems 

to exist between the meaning of the Ayah and the Hadfth . 
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CHAPfER24 

CHASTISEMENT FOR ONE WHO 

ENJOINS GOOD AND FORBIDS 

EVIL BUT ACTS OTHERWISE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and right­

eousness and every act of obedience to 
Allah) on the people and you forget (to 
practise it) yourselves, while you recite 
the Scripture [the Taurat (Torah)]! 
Have you then no sense?" (2:44) 

"0 you who believe! Why do you say 
that which you do not do? Most 
hateful it is with Allah that you say 
that which you do not do." (61:2,3) 

"(Shu'aib said:) I wish not, in 

contradiction to you, to do that which 
I forbid you." (11:88) 

198. Usamah bin Zaid ~ .&1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A man will be brought on the Day of 
Resurrection and will be cast into Hell, 
and his intestines will pour forth and 
he will go round them as a donkey goes 
round a millstone. The inmates of Hell 
will gather round him and say: 'What 
has happened to you, 0 so-and-so? 
Were you not enjoining us to do good 
and forbidding us to do evil?' He will 
reply: 'I was enjoining you to do good, 
but was not doing it myself; and I was 
forbidding you to do evil, but was 
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doing it myself."' [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith serves a stem warning for such 'Ulama ', preachers and 

reformers of the Ummah whose own conduct is contrary to the sermons they give from 

the pulpit. 

CHAPTER25 

DISCHARGING THE TRUSTS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
''Verily! Allah commands that you 

should render back the trusts to those 
to whom they are due." ( 4:58) 

"Truly, We did offer Al-Amanah (the 
trust or moral responsibility or hon­

esty and all the duties which Allah has 
ordained) to the heavens and the 
earth, and the mountains, but they 
declined to bear it and were afraid of it 
(i.e., afraid of Allah's torment). But 
man bore it. Verily, he was unjust (to 
himselO and ignorant (of its results)" 
(33:72) 

199. Abu H urairah ......:........ ..ii I c.r-" ) 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"There are three signs of a hypocrite: 
When he speaks, he lies; when he 
makes a promise, he breaks it; and 
when he is trusted, he betrays his 
trust." 
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[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration adds the words: 
"Even if he observes fasts, performs 

Sa/at and asserts that he is a Muslim." 

~J f L.;, ~lJ)) : ~1J~ JJ 
_(( ~ ~\ ~jJ 

Commentary: A hypocrite is the one who professes Islam before the Muslims but 

conceals hatred and animosity against them. This double-dealing is worse than Kufr. 

This is the reason the Noble Qur'iin has declared about them that they will be in the 

lowest depths of the Hell. The hypocrites referred to here lived at the time of the 

Prophet ~ and he was informed about them through Wahy (Revelation). It is very 

difficult to identify the class of hypocrites in this age. It is almost impossible to know 

the hypocrisy of Faith. The practical hypocrisy is, however, now very common among 

the Muslims. It can be identified on the strength of the traits which have been stated in 

theAhiidfth about them. These traits are very common among many of the present-day 

Muslims. Their conduct bears the marks of hypocrisy. This practical hypocrisy is, 

however, not Kufr as is the case with the hypocrisy of Faith . 

200. Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman ~ _; 

= .& 1 reported·: Messenger of Allah ~ 

foretold to us two Ahadith. I have seen 

one (being fulfilled), and I am waiting 

for the other. He (~ ) told us, 

"Amanah (the trust) descended in the 

innermost (root) of the hearts of men 

(that is, it was in their heart innately, 

by Fitrah, or pure human nature) . 

Then the Qur'an was revealed and 
they learnt from the Quran and they 
learned from the Sunnah ." Then the 

(Prophet ~ ) told us about the removal 
of Amanah. He said, "The man would 

have some sleep, and Amanah would 
be taken away from his heart leaving 
the impression of a faint mark. He 

would again sleep, and Amanah would 
be taken away from his heart leaving 
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an impression of a blister, as if you 
rolled down an ember on your foot and 
it was vesicled. He would see a swelling 
having nothing in it." He (the Prophet 

~ ) then took up a pebble and rolled it 
over his foot and said, "The people 
would enter into transactions with one 
another and hardly a person would be 
left who would return (things) en­
trusted to him (and there would look 
like an honest person) till it would be 
said: 'In such and such tribe there is a 
trustworthy man.' And they would also 
say about a person: 'How prudent he 
is! How handsome he is and how 
intelligent he is!' whereas in his heart 
there would be no grain of Faith." 

Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman ~ .ti ~ J 

added: I had a time when I did not care 
with whom amongst you I did business, 
I entered into a transaction, for if he 
were a Muslim, his Faith would compel 
him to discharge his obligation to me; 
and if he were a Christian or a Jew, his 

guardian (surety) would compel him to 
discharge his obligation to me. But 
today I would not enter into a 
transaction except with so-and-so. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The word 'Amiinah' (trust) is a very comprehensive term which 

includes everything like adherence to Islamic injunctions, fairness in dealing, giving 

everybody his due, etc. According to this Hadith , with decline in moral values the true 

sense of Amiinah will gradually go on diminishing and eventually a stage will come 

which has been elucidated in the text of this Hadith . 
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201. Hudhaifah and Abu Hurairah 

~ .ti ~ .J reported that they heard 
Messenger of Allah ~ saying, "Allah 
will assemble mankind, and the believ­

ers will stand till Jannah will be 

brought near them. They will then go 

to Adam i ,UI ~ and say, 'O our 

father, ask (Allah ~ 3 / ) , that Jannah 
may be opened for us, but he will reply: 

'There was nothing that put you out of 
Jannah except your father 's sin. I am 

not the one to do that, go to my son 

Ibrahim (Abraham), the beloved man 

of Allah.' Then Ibrahim i,UI ~ when 
approached, will say: 'I am not the one 

to do that, for I was only a friend; and 

that is not a lofty status but ask Musa 

(Moses) to whom Allah spoke. ' They 

will then go to Musa i ,U1 ~ but he 
will say: 'I am not the one to do that; 

go to ' Isa (Jesus), Allah's Word and 

spirit. ' 'Isa i ,UI ~ will say: 'I am not 

the one to do that. ' So they will come 

to me; and I will stand and be given 

permission. Amanah and ties of rela­

tionship will be sent forth and will 

stand on the sides of the Sirat (that is, 
the Bridge set over Hell-fire) right and 
left, and the first of you will pass like 
lightning. " I said (that is Abu Hurairah 

..;.&- .t i ~ _;) : "I ransom you with my 
father and mother, what is like the 
movement of lightning?" The Messen­
ger of Allah replied, "Have you not 
seen how the lightning goes and 

returns in the twinkling of an eye? 
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25- DISCHARGING THE TRUSTS 

Next (group will pass) like the passing 
of the breeze, next like the passing of a 
bird, and the next with the speed of a 
running man, according to the quality 
of their deeds. (During all this time) 

your Prophet (ii!) will remain standing 
on the Bridge saying: 'O my Rubb, 
keep (them) safe, keep (them) safe,' 
till men's deeds are so weak that a man 
comes who will be able only to crawl. 
On both sides of the Bridge pronged 
flesh hooks, placed under command 
will be hung and will seize those about 
whom they receive command, some 
people being lacerated and escaping 

and others being thrown violently into 
Hell." Abu Hurairah added: By Him in 
Whose Hand Abu Hurairah's soul is, 
the pit of Jahannam (Hell) is seventy 
years in depth. [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith mentions the horrors of the Day of Resurrection which 

are evident from the fact that even Prophets will be fearful of Allah and making 

supplication to Him. Prophet Muhammad ~ alone will be requesting Allah for 

bestowing His Mercy on humans. This Hadith also describes the grace of the Prophet 

~ who will then intercede for all. 

202. Abu Khubaib 'Abdullah bin Az­

Zubair ~ <iii ~.J reported: When 
Az-Zubair, got ready to fight in the 
battle of Al-Jamal, he called me and 
said: "My son, whoever is killed today 
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will be either a wrongdoer or a 
wronged one. I expect that I shall be 
the the wronged one today. I am much 
worried about my debt. Do you think 
that anything will be left over from our 
property after the payment of my 
debt? My son, sell our property and 
pay off my debt." Az-Zubair then 
willed one-third of that portion to his 
sons; namely 'Abdulla.h's sons. He said, 
"One-third of the one-third. If any 
property is left after the payment of 
debts, one-third ( of the one-third of 
what is left is to be given to your sons." 
(Hisham, a subnarrator added: "Some 
of the sons of 'Abdullah were equal in 
age to the sons of Az-Zubair, e.g., 
Khubaib and Abbad. 'Abdullah had 
nine sons and nine daughters at that 
time)." (The narrator 'Abdullah 
added:) He kept on instructing me 
about his debts and then said: "My son, 
should you find yourself unable to pay 
any portion of my debt then beseech 
my Master for His help." By Allah, I 
did not understand what he meant and 
asked: "Father, who is your Master?" 
He said: "Allah." By Allah! Whenever 
I faced a difficulty in discharging any 
portion of his debt; I would pray: "O 
Master of Zubair, discharge his debt," 
and He discharged it. Zubair was 
martyred. He left no money, but he 
left certain lands, one of them in Al­
Ghabah, eleven houses in Al-Madinah, 
two in Basrah, one in Kufah and one in 
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25- DISCHARGING THE TRUSTS 

Egypt. The cause of his indebtedness 
was that a person would come to him 
asking him to keep some money of his 
in trust for him. Zubair would refuse to 
accept it as a trust, fearing it might be 
lost, but would take it as a loan. He 
never accepted a governorship, or 

revenue office, or any public office. 
He fought along with Messenger of 
Allah ~ and Abu Bakr, 'Umar and 

'Uthman ~ .ii i ~ J · 

'Abdullah added: I prepared a 
statement of his debts and they 
amounted to two million and two 
hundred thousand! Hakim bin Hizam 
met me and asked me: "Nephew, how 
much is due from my brother as debt?" 
I kept it as secret and said: "A hundred 
thousand." Hakim said: "By Allah! I 

do not think your assets are sufficient 
for the payment of these debts." I said: 
"What would you think if the amount 
were two million and two hundred 

thousand?" He said: "I do not think 
that you would be able to clear off the 
debts. If you find it difficult let me 
know." 

Az-Zubair = .iii ~ J had purchased 
the land in Al-Ghabah for a hundred 
and seventy thousand. 'Abdullah sold 
it for a million and six hundred 
thousand, and declared that whoso­
ever had a claim against Az-Zubair 

,.:J, .iii ~ J should see him in Al­
Ghabah. 'Abdullah bin Ja'far .iii ~) 

= came to him and said: "Az-Zubair 
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~ ..iii ~ J owed me four hundred 
thousand, but I would remit the debt 

if you wish." 'Abdullah= -11 ~J said: 
"No." lbn Ja'far said: "If you would 

desire for postponement I would 
postpone the recovery of it." 'Abdul­
lah said: "No." lbn Ja'far then said: "In 
that case, measure out a plot for me." 
'Abdullah marked out a plot. Thus he 
sold the land and discharged his 
father's debt. There remained out of 
the land four and a half shares. He 
then visited Mu'awiyah who had with 
him at the time 'Amr bin 'Uthman, Al­
Mundhir bin Az-Zubair and lbn 

Zam'ah t¥ ..ii i ~J- Mu'awiyah ~ J 

= ..ii i said: "What price did you put on 
the land in Al-Ghabah?" He said: 

"One hundred thousand for a each 
share. Mu'awiyah inquired: "How 

much of it is left?" 'Abdullah said: 
"Four and a half shares." Al-Mundhir 
bin Az-Zubair said: "I will buy one 
share for a hundred thousand." 'Amr 

bin 'Uthman said: "I will buy one share 
for a hundred thousand." lbn Zam'ah 
said: "I will buy one share for a 
hundred thousand. " Then Mu'awiyah 
asked: "How much of it is now left?" 
'Abdullah said: "One and a half share. 
Mu'awiyah said: "I will take it for one 
hundred and fifty thousand." Later 
'Abdullah bin Ja'far sold his share to 
Mu'awiyah for six hundred thousand. 

When 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubair ~) 
= ..iii finished the debts, the heirs of 
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25- DISCHARGING THE TRUSTS 

Az-Zubair ~ .ii i ~ _; asked him to 
distribute the inheritance among them. 
He said: "I will not do that until I 
announce during four successive Hajj 
seasons: 'Let he who has a claim 
against Az-Zubair come forward and 
we shall discharge it."' He made this 
declaration on four Hajj seasons and 
then distributed the inheritance among 

the heirs of Az-Zubair ~ .iii ~ _; 

according to his will. Az-Zubair ~ _; 
~ .iii had four wives. Each of them 
received a million and two hundred 
thousand. Thus Az-Zubair 's total 
property was amounted to fifty million 
and two hundred thousand. 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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CHAPTER 26 

UNLAWFULNESS OF OPPRESSION 

AND RESTORING OTHERS RIGHTS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"There will be no friend, nor an 
intercessor for the Zalimun (polythe­
ists and the wrongdoers), who could be 
given heed to." (40:18) 

"And for the Zalimun (wrongdoers, 
polytheists and disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah) there is no help­
er." (22:71) 

203. Jabir bin 'Abdullah w. .ti ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Beware of injustice, for oppression 

will be darkness on the Day of 

Resurrection; and beware of stingi­

ness because it doomed those who 

were before you. It incited them to 

shed blood and treat the unlawful as 

lawful." [Muslim] 

204. Abu Hurairah -.....:......s- .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"On the Resurrection Day, the rights 
will be paid to those to whom they are 

due so much so that a hornless sheep 
will be retaliated for by punishing the 

horned sheep which broke its horns." 
[Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth makes it abundantly clear that there will be utmost 

justice on the Day of Resurrection. So much so that Allah will redress even the 

grievance of the aggressed animals against the aggressors. Thus, this Hadith serves a 
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26- UNLAWFULNESS OF OPPRESSION 

severe warning for people. When animals, who are devoid of sense, will not be 

forgiven, how would mankind be, which is gifted with senses? The latter will not be 

pardoned if they are guilty of having been unjust to anyone without adequately 

compensating them. 

205. lbn 'Umar 1 , 1 · ,_ .ii i ~ J 

reported: We were talking about the 
Farewell Pilgrimage without knowing 
what was it when Messenger of Allah 
~ was also present. He (~ ) stood up 
and recited the Praise and Glorifica­
tion of Allah. He then gave a detailed 
account of Ad-Dajjal and said, "Every 

Prophet sent by Allah had warned his 
people against his mischief. Nuh ( ,,le 

i ')LJ1) warned his nation and so did all 
the Prophets after him. If he (i.e., Ad­

Dajjal) appears among you, his condi­
tion will not remain hidden from you. 
Your Rubb is not one-eyed, but Ad­

Dajjal is. His right eye is protruding 

like a swollen grape. Listen, Allah has 
made your blood, and your properties 
as inviolable as of this day of yours 
(i.e., the Day of Sacrifice), in this city 
of yours (i.e., Makkah), in this month 
of yours (i .e., Dhul-Hijjah). Listen, 
have I conveyed Allah's Message to 
you?" The people replied in affirma­
tive. There upon he said, "O Allah, 
bear witness." And he repeated it 
thrice. He (~ ) concluded: "Do not 
revert after me as infidels killing one 
another." [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth brings out the following three points: 

1. Some marks and signs of pseudo-Messiah (Al-Masfh Ad-Dajjal) are mentioned to 

warn the believers against his mischief. 

2. The lives and properties of Muslims are inviolable for each other. In other words, it 

means that each of them is a protector and guardian of the life, property and honour 

of the other. 

3. Internal war among the Muslims is a great crime and can even lead to infidelity 

(Kufr). May Allah save us all from it. 

206. 'A..ishah ~ ..ii I ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Whoever 
usurps unlawfully even a hand span of 
land a collar measuring seven times 
(this) land will be placed around his 
neck on the Day of Resurrection." [A/­
Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that even a minor injustice to anybody in this 

world can cause great trouble on the Day of Resurrection. 

207. Abu Musa-:..&- 41 ~ ) reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Verily, 
Allah gives respite to the oppressor. 
But when He seizes him, He does not 

let him escape." Then he (~ ) recited, 
"Such is the Seizure of your Rubb 

when He seizes the (population of) 
towns while they are doing wrong. 
Verily, His Seizure is painful (and) 
severe." (11:102) [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 
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Commentary: One should not take the respite for exemption because no one knows 

when respite granted by Him will come to an end and punishment will follow. 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



26- UNI.AWFULNESS OF OPPRESSION 

208. Mu'adh = .ii i ~ .; reported that 
Messenger of Allah ~ sent me (as a 
governor of Yemen) and instructed me 
thus: "You will go to the people of the 
Book. First call them to testify that 
'there is no true god except Allah, that 
I am (Muhammad ~ ) the Messenger 
of Allah.' If they obey you, tell them 
that Allah has enjoined upon them five 
Sa/at (prayers) during the day and 
night; and if they obey you, inform 

them that Allah has made Zakat 

obligatory upon them; that it should 
be collected from their rich and 
distributed among their poor; and if 

they obey you refrain from picking up 
( as a share of Zako,t) the best of their 

wealth. Beware of the supplication of 
the oppressed, for there is no barrier 
between it and Allah.'' 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

. ili 

1. If it comes to Jihad against infidels, polytheists and the people of the Book (Ahl-ul­

Kitab) then before waging war against them, they should be invited to Islam and told 
about the prescribed Saldt (prayers), Zaldlf and other teachings of Islam. 

2. The Zakiit collected from the rich of a locality must be spent on the poor of that 
place. If some amount is left unspent only then it should be distributed among the 
deserving people of other areas. 

3. The collectors of Zakiit should refrain from aggression in its collection as in that 

case they will be invoking the curse of the people concerned and thereby invite the 

Wrath of Allah. 

209. Abu Humaid bin Sa'd As-Sa'idi J. _;.;.]1 µ ~ ~f :_;. :, -'< • °' 
= .ii I ~ .; reported: The Prophet ~ 
employed a man from the tribe of Al­
Azd named lbn Lutbiyyah as collector 

:J\.i 

~j\1 I 

>• , 
.:.s-

, 

~ 

-o.)\ 
. , 

' .. 1..d..:JI 
~ .) ~-- J...,,....., 

.;_;_ , 
.) ~ - ~ &.] ., I J~>.1 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 218 II Riy<id-us-S<iliheen 

of Zakat. When the employee returned 
(with the collections) he said: "(O 
Prophet ~!) This is for you and this 
is mine because it was presented to me 
as gift." Messenger of Alliih ~ rose to 
the pulpit and praised Allah and 
extolled Him. Then he said, "I employ 
a man to do a job and he comes and 
says: 'This is for you and this has been 
presented to me as gift'? Why did he 
not remain in the house of his father or 
the house of his mother and see 
whether gifts will be given to him or 
not? By Alliih in Whose Hand is the 
life of Muhammad, if any one of you 
took anything wrongfully, he will bring 
it on the Day of Resurrection, carrying 
it on (his back), I will not recognize 
anyone of you, on the Day of Resur­
rection with a grunting camel, or a 
bellowing cow, or a bleating ewe." 

Then he raised his hands till we could 
see the whiteness of his armpits. Then 
he said thrice, "O Allah ! have I 
conveyed (Your Commandments)". 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: There is a stem warning in this Hadith for the government 

functionaries. Nowadays official positions are very much misused and people have 

developed the habit of giving presents and gifts to them. According to this Hadith, all 

such presents and gifts which are given to the government employees due to their 

official position are unlawful and constitute bribery. The taking and accepting of 

bribery are both unlawful. 

210. Abu Hurairah <-.:...__., ..iii ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "He 
who has done a wrong affecting his 
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brother's honour or anything else, Jet 
him ask his forgiveness today before 
the time (i.e., the Day of Resurrection) 
when he will have neither a dinar nor a 
dirham. If he has done some good 
deeds, a portion equal to his wrong 
doings will be subtracted from them; 
but if he has no good deeds, he will be 
burdened with the evil deeds of the 
one he had wronged in the same 

proportion." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that if one does not compensate a person who 

has been harmed by one and has not been pardoned for it, then it would have a serious 

consequence in the Hereafter. Its detail is mentioned in this Hadfth. Thus, negligence 

in the case of public rights, which we take very lightly, is in fact ruinous. 

211. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 

4-- .iii ~J reported: The Prophet Ji! 
said, "A Muslim is the one from whose 
tongue and hands the Muslims are 

safe; and a Muhajir (Emigrant) is the 
one who refrains from what Allah has 
forbidden." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The Hadfth shows that a true Muslim is one who does not do any 

harm to others, overtly or covertly. Similarly, the true Muhiijir is one who avoids 

disobeying Allah. Thus, if a person leaves his hearth and home to emigrate to some 

other place but does not save himself from sins, his emigration is of no avail. 

212. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

4-- .iii ~ J reported: A man named 
Kirkirah, who was in charge of the 

personaleffectsofMessengerof Allah .&1 Jr_:; Jlii ,0 L_j .~_A"~ 
~ passed away and the Prophet ~ 
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said, "He is in the (Hell) Fire." Some 
people went to his house looking for its 
cause and found there a cloak that he 
had stolen. [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: The Hadfth shows that stealing and breach of trust fall in the 

category of major sins for which one can be consigned to Hell. 

213. Abu Bakrah ~ ..ii i ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Time 
has completed its cycle and has come 
to the state of the day when Allah 
created the heavens and the earth. The 
year consists of twelve months of which 
four are inviolable; three of them 
consecutive - Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhul-Hij­
jah and Muharram and Rajab, the 
month of Mudar (tribe), which comes 
between Jumada and Sha'ban. What 
month is this?" We said, "Allah and 
His Messenger(~ ) know better." The 

Prophet ~ remained silent for some 
time until we thought that he would 
give it a name other than its real name. 
Then asked, "Is it not (the month of) 
Dhul-Hijjah?" We replied in the 

affirmative. He asked, "Which city is 
this?" We replied: "Allah and His 
Messenger know better. " He re­
mained silent until we thought that 
he would give it another name. He (~ ) 
asked, "Is it notA/-Baldah (Makkah)?" 
We said: "Yes." He(~ ) asked, "What 
day is this?" We said: "Allah and His 
Messenger know better." He (~ ) 
remained silent until we thought that 
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he would give it another name. He 
asked, "Is it not the day of An-Nahr 

(the sacrifice)?" We replied in the 
affirmative. Thereupon he said, "Your 
blood, your property and your honour 
are inviolable to you all like the 
inviolablity of this day of yours, in 

this city of yours and in this month of 
yours. You will soon meet your Rubb 

and He will ask you about your deeds. 

So do not turn to disbelief after me by 
striking the necks of one another. 
Behold! Let him who is present here 
convey (this message ) to him who is 
absent; for many a person to whom a 
message is conveyed has more reten­

tive memory than the one who hears 
it." He (~ ) again said, "Have I 
conveyed the message to you? Be­
hold! Have I conveyed the Command­

men ts (of Allah) to you." We 
submitted: "Yes." He then said, "O 
Allah, bear witness (to this)." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

\' W- ~ I , ,: _) I..? , . y<>;.r 

'1f '~ ~l_;_) , , 

~ f ~ O ,, _, . o .-

u ·- 0-4 v"2-"-: ~ -~WI 
., -- ( -- , 
II~~~~ .J yjl 0~ 

~ '1f -~ ~ '1f11 : JL; ~ 
~\)) 

1. The cycle of years and months (that is to say a month consists of 30 or 29 days and a 

year has 12 months) was completed at the time of creation of heavens and earth. 

2. The Hadtth mentions the sanctity of life, property, respect and honour of each 

Muslim for the other and lays stress upon the importance of this bond in them. 

3. It reminds that everyone will be answerable for his actions on the Day of Requittal. 

4. It urges that one should not just keep to oneself the Commandments of Allah and 

His Prophet's teachings but disseminate them among others also. It is quite possible 

that someone who remembers these teachings more adheres to them more in practice. 
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214. Abu Umamah ~ .ii i ~ .; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah decrees the (Hell) Fire and 

debars Jannah for the one who usurps 

the rights of a believer by taking a false 

oath." One man asked: "O Messenger 

of Allah! Even if it should be for an 

insignificant thing?" He said, "Even if 

it be a stick of the Arak tree (i.e., the 

tree from which Miswak sticks are 

taken)." [Muslim] 

~ ..ill Jy,J 0\ ~ ..ill ~ J ~/;JI 
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Commentary: The importance of rights of people is evident from the threat of 

severe punishment that this Hadith holds for the usurpers of these rights. Their case 

will depend entirely on the Will of Allah. Such defaulters may be forgiven even in the 

initial stage or they may be pardoned by Allah after some punishment. 

215. 'Adi bin 'Umairah = .ii i ~ .; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Whosoever among you is appointed 

by us to a position and he conceals 

from us even a needle or less, it will 

amount to misappropriation and he 

will be called upon to restore it on the 

Day of Resurrection ." ('Adi bin 

'Umairah added:) A black man from 

the Ansar stood up - I can see him still 
- and said: "O Messenger of Allah, 

take back from me your assignment." 

He (the Prophet ~ ) said, "What has 
happened to you?" The man replied: 
"I have heard you saying such and 

such." He (~ ) said, "I say that even 

now: Whosoever from you is appointed 
by us to a position, he should render an 
account of everything, big or small, and 
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whatever he is given therefrom, he 
should take and he should desist from 
taking what is unlawful." [Muslim] 

Commentary: Here again functionaries of government are warned to perform their 

duties with co-operation and integrity. If they neglect their duties or take undue 

advantage of their official position, they will be held guilty by Allah for dereliction of 

their duties and misuse of power, as has been stated in a Hadith quoted before. It also 

tells us that it is the duty of the superior officers to keep a strict w~tch on their 

subordinates and not to let them indulge in bribery and abuse; otherwise, their 

negligence or slackness or overlooking or shirking from their duty in this behalf will 

also be treated as crime. It is not difficult to imagine the fate of such officers who 

conspire in the loot and plunder as is the case in our society today. 

216. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab .ii i ~ J 

~ reported: On the day ( of the battle) 
of Khaibar, some Companions of the 

Prophet ~ came and remarked: "So­
and-so is a martyr and so-and-so is a 
martyr." When they came to a man 
about whom they said: "So-and-so is a 

martyr," the Prophet ~ declared, "No. 
I have seen him in Hell for a mantle 
(or cloak) which he has stolen." 

[Muslim] 

Commentary: 

1. This Hadith tells us that the rights of people will not be forgiven even by martyrdom. 

2. Misappropriation in the national exchequer is a horrible sin. 

217. Abu Qatadah Al-Harith bin 
Rib'i ~ .iii ~ J reported : Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "Faith in Allah and 
striving in His Cause (Jihad) are the 
deeds of highest merit." A man stood 
up said: "O Messenger of Allah! Tell 
me if I am killed in the Cause of Allah, 
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will all my sins be forgiven?" He (~ ) 
replied, "Yes, if you are killed in the 
Cause of Allah while you are patient, 

hopeful of your reward and marching 
forward not retreating." Then the 

Prophet m said to him, "Repeat what 
you have said." The man said: "Tell 
me if I am killed in the Cause of Allah, 
will all my sins be remitted?" He 

replied, "Yes, if you are martyred 
while you are patient, hopeful of your 
reward and march forward without 
retreating, unless, if you owe any 
debt, that will not be remitted. Angel 
Jibril told me that." [Muslim] 

• ..i/l)i:;; 
-~ 
,, • > 

~ 

Commentary: This Hadith also shows the importance of rights of people and 

repayment of loan which will not be pardoned in any case. It is, therefore, essential 

that every Muslim should exercise utmost care to fulfill his obligations in these 

matters. 

218. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah m said, 
"Do you know who is the bankrupt?" 

They said: "The bankrupt among us is 
one who has neither money with him 
nor any property." He said, "The real 
bankrupt of my Ummah would be he 
who would come on the Day of 
Resurrection with Saliit, Saum and 
Sadaqah ( charity), (but he will find 
himself bankrupt on that day as he will 
have exhausted the good deeds) be­
cause he reviled others, brought 
calumny against others, unlawfully 
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devoured the wealth of others, shed 
the blood of others and beat others; so 
his good deeds would be credited to 
the account of those (who suffered at 
his hand). If his good deeds fall short 
to clear the account, their sins would 
be entered in his account and he would 
be thrown in the (Hell) Fire." [Muslim] 

_,, 0 0 't ,,,. _,, ,, ,,,. 

~ ~ 01 Ji 4-,~ .~~-

~_,Ll ~~(k;. ~ 1) -~ 
,,,. , ,... , 

. r-1---' olJJ \:>81 ~ cf ~ , ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that a Muslim has to take strict care in the 

performance of obligations like prescribed Salat (prayers), Zakat, etc, but he has to 

take similar care in his dealings, manners and morals. Salvation lies in the proper 

fulfillment of all these requirements. Fulfillment of one at the cost of the other will not 

be sufficient for salvation. 

219. Umm Salamah 4--:--s- .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Verily, I am only a human and the 
claimants bring to me (their disputes); 

perhaps some of them are more 
eloquent than others. I judge accord­
ing to what I hear from them). So, he 
whom I, by my judgment, (give the 

undue share) out of the right of a 
Muslim, I in fact give him a portion of 

(Hell) Fire." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

,~ .J.i1 :.ri'J ;J.:. rt JJ -no. 
-~ Cf ~p) : Jli ~ .J.i1 J_,..:'j j\ 

J,J_, ,j1 0~ ~l -' 
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. ~ ~ ((-!\JI ~ ;~ ~ ~f 
. ~f : ~f ((&Jin 

1. The Prophet ~ has explained through this Hadfth that he, too, was a man like 

others and was thus liable to judging by what he hears by the facile tongue, cleverness 

and eloquence of people. But it does not detract from his innocence as a Prophet 

because it has no concern with his duty as a preacher and Prophet, the responsibility of 

protection of which has been accepted by Allah . 

2. A judge (Qadi) should decide on the case which comes before him in the light of 

arguments presented to him by the litigants. He should not make decision according to 

speculation but go by the arguments which are in his opinion more convincing. 

3. The decision of the Qadi will be evidently enforced, but it will not make the lawful 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 226 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

as unlawful or vice versa. That is to say, it will not be enforced intrinsically, as is 

believed by some people. If somebody succeeds in winning a case, it will be invalid and 

the one who secures it will suffer its consequences in the Hell-fire. 

220. lbn 'Umar 1 , 1 · .. ..ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A believer continues to guard his 
Faith (and thus hopes for Allah 's 

Mercy) so long as he does not shed 
blood unjustly." [Al-Bukhari] 

y .& 1 Cri'J _r>' ._:r.1 ~F, -n · 
Ji:; Jn :~ .&1 Jy-J Jl.i :Jl.i 
~, l_; 0 
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Commentary: This Hadfth has two meanings. Firstly, so long as a Muslim does not 
kill another Muslim without valid reason, he remains, by the Grace of Allah, capable 
of acting upon the Deen . That is to say, he is more hopeful of the Mercy of Allah, and 
deserves it also, as long as he does not commit murder. When he kills an innocent 
person, the gate of Allah's Compassion is closed on him. 

Ibn Al-Arabi interpretted this Hadfth as follows: 

A Muslim will still have ample chance for accomplishing good deeds to face evil deeds 

until he sheds blood. Or, he has the chance of forgiveness until he sheds blood. 

(M.R.M.) 

221. Khaulah bint 'Thamir ..iii ~_; 

4-:..c. reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Many people misappropriate 
(acquire wrongfully) Allah's Property 
(meaning Muslims' property). These 

people will be cast in Hell on the Day 
of Resurrection." [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: Misappropriation in national exchequer and its use for vested rather 

than public interest is a major sin which is punishable, if the delinquent does not 

sincerely beg pardon for it. 
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CHAPTER27 

REVERENCE TOWARDS 

THE SANCTITY OF 

THE MUSLIMS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And whosoever honours the sacred 
things of Allah, then that is better for 
him with his Rubb." (22:30) 

"And whosoever honours the Sym­

bols of Allah, then it is truly from the 
piety of the heart." (22:32) 

"And lower your wing for the 

believers (be courteous to the fellow 
believers)." (15:88) 

" .. .if anyone killed a person not in 
retaliation of murder, or (and) to 
spread mischief in the land - it would 
be as if he killed all mankind, and if 

ariyone saved a life, it would be as if he 
saved the life of all mankind." (5:32) 

222. Abu Musa~ ..ii i ~J reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "The 
relationship of the believer with an­

other believer is like (the bricks of) a 

building, each strengthens the other. " 

He (~ ) illustrated this by interlacing 

the fingers of both his hands. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth enjoins unity in the Muslim community, each member of 

which is like a brick, which, when they are all combined, lend strength to each other. 

Similarly, Muslims are like hands and arms, which physically joined together, are 

bound to co-operate with one another. 
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223. Abu Musa =- .&1 ~) reported: 
Messenger of Allah :I! said, "Whoever 
enters our mosque or passes through 
our market with arrows with him, he 
should hold them by their heads lest it 
should injure any of the Muslims." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

:~ .iii J_,:._:; Jt.; :Jt.; ~J - YYf 
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Commentary: Islam has made a forceful and elaborate arrangement for the security 

of the lives of the Muslims, but the abundance of arms and ammunition has vitiated 

this arrangement. Its senseless use has resulted in killing at large scale. It is used even 

on happy occasions to spread terror. Sometimes firing in the air for jubilation, costs 

some precious lives. Similarly, display of fireworks on festivities is a cause of great 

nuisance for the people living in that locality. May Allah grant us guidance to adhere 

to His Injunctions in every walk of life. 

224. Nu'man bin Bashir ~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah :I! said, 
"The believers in their mutual kind­
ness, compassion and sympathy are 
just like one body. When one of the 

limbs suffers, the whole body responds 
to it with wakefulness and fever. " [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

: JI_; 14'.c. 

Commentary: This Hadith has the same purport which is mentioned in the previous 

Hadith. It says that Muslims are akin to a living person. When he feels pain in one of 

his eyes, for example, his entire body feels it. When he suffers from a headache, he 

feels its pain throughout his body. 

225. Abu Hurairah ......:........ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet :I! kissed his 
~ .& 1 ~_:; ~;; c.1;f d'J -no 

~~~I ~ &.Ji J._; :Jli 
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grandson Al-Hasan bin 'Ali .iii ~J 

~ in the presence of Al-Agra' bin 
Habis. Thereupon he remarked: "I 

have ten children and I have never 
kissed any one of them." Messenger of 
Allah ~ looked at him and said, "He 
who does not show mercy to others will 
not be shown mercy." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

Commentary: To kiss children with kindness and affection is not only permissible 

but also a means of attaining Allah's Mercy. 

226. 'Aishah tp .ii i ~ J reported: 
Some bedouins came to Messenger of 

Allah ~ and asked: "Do you kiss your 
children?" He said, "Yes." They then 
said: "By Allah, we do not kiss them." 

The Prophet ~ replied, "I cannot help 
you if Allah has snatched kindness 
from your hearts." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Showing kindness and affection to children is a sign of that mercy 

and compassion with which Allah endows mankind . 

227. Jarir bin 'Abdullah ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who is not merciful to people 
Allah will not be merciful to him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Kind treatment to Allah's creatures is very much liked by Allah. 

Even animals and birds are included in this category. Kind treatment with them makes 

a person eligible to the Mercy of Allah. Decent behaviour with people has been 

specifically mentioned in this Hadfth although all creatures are covered by it. 
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228. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"When one of you leads the Salat, he 
should not prolong it because the 
congregation includes those who are 
feeble, ill or old." (One version adds: 
"those who have to attend to work") 
While offering prayers alone, you may 
pray as long as you like." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: According to this Hadith , the Imam - one who leads the 

congregational prayer, is enjoined to shorten the prayer in consideration of those 

who pray behind him. Shortening of prayer here means that the Surah of the Qur'an 

recited by him in the prayer should not be very long. This does not mean, however, 

that the postures of Saldt, such as standing, bowing, prostration and sitting should not 

be done properly, as it is taken to mean by Muslims in general. Although it is a Sunnah 

about which the Noble Prophet ~ is reported to have said, "Pray as you see me 

praying." Thus, it is essential to perform Saldt properly. 

229. 'Aishah \.p .& 1 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ would 
sometimes abstain from doing some­
thing he wished to do, lest others 

should follow him and it might 
become obligatory upon them. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith indicates the affection which the Prophet ~ had for his 

followers. In spite of his fervent desire, he would sometime deliberately leave 

voluntary prayer lest it became obligatory upon the Muslims. 

230. 'Aishah \.p .& 1 ~ J reported: 
The Prophet ~ prohibited his 
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Companions out of mercy for them, 
from observing continuous fasting 
without a break. They said: "But you 
obseive fast continuously." He replied, 
"I am not like you. I spend the night 
while my Rubb provides me with food 
and drink." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

(This means that Allah has bestowed 
upon him the power of endurance like 
that of a person who eats and drinks.) 

Commentary: The words "I am not like you" should not be taken to mean here: "I 

am not a human like you" . What they really mean is that no one else has that special 

contact with Allah which he has. On account of this quality which was special to the 

Prophet ~ , it is prohibited to keep fast continuously. In fact it is not only prohibited, 

but unlawful. In such cases, it is obligatory for Muslims to follow him faithfully. 

231. Abu Qatadah Al-Harith bin 

Rib'i ~ .& 1 ~ J reported: Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "I stand up to lead 
Salat with the intention of prolonging 
it. Then I hear the crying of an infant 

and I shorten the Salat lest I should 
make it burdensome for his mother." 

[Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: In this Hadith , brevity of prayers stands for recitation of short Surah 

of the Noble Qur'an in prescribed congregational prayers. The Sahih Muslim has 

elucidated this by saying that the Prophet ~ would recite short Surah on hearing the 

crying of a baby. In short, this Hadith mentions that affection which he had for his 

followers . Its importance can be judged by the fact that he made a demonstration of it 

even in the prescribed prayers. 

232. Jundub bin Abdullah~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"When anyone offers the Fajr (dawn) 
prayer, in congregation, he is in the 
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Protection of Allah. So let not Allah 
call him to account, withdrawing, in 
any respect, His Protection. Because, 
He will get hold of him and throw him 
down on his face in the Hell-fire." 
[Muslim] 

~. 0 .&1 ~ JU 9:? ~ . -
~. , , 0 , ,-:. ,,, 
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Commentary: This Hadtth tells us that the Fajr prayer is in the nature of an 

agreement between Allah and His slave (Muslim). It tells us that he would not all day 

long depart from the way of Allah as he has not done by performing his Fajr prayer. 

He will not only perform all the other prescribed prayers but would also do nothing 

which will displease Allah. A Muslim who does not care to adhere to this agreement, 

and thereby shows disobedience of Allah, will be answerable to Him for it on the Day 

of Resurrection. 

233. Ibn 'Umar 1 , s " .t i ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A Muslim is a brother of another 

Muslim. So he should not oppress him 
nor should he hand him over to (his 
satan or to his self which is inclined to 
evil). Whoever fulfills the needs of his 
brother, Allah will fulfill his needs; 
whoever removes the troubles of his 

brother, Allah will remove one of his 
troubles on the Day of Resurrection; 
and whoever covers up the fault of a 
Muslim, Allah will cover up his fault 
on the Day of Resurrection." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith is extremely important for the reason that it advises 

Muslims to live like family members. It says that one does not like to subject one's own 

son, brother, etc, to suppression, nor leaves him helpless in trouble, but helps him 

when he is in need of it, endeavours to relieve him of hardship and admonishes him 
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when he does anything wrong. Almighty Allah is pleased with such behaviour and gives 

him best reward for it in this world and the next. 

234. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim. 

He should neither deceive him nor lie 

to him, nor leave him without assis­

tance. Everything belonging to a 

Muslim is inviolable for a Muslim; his 

honour, his blood and property. Piety 

is here (and he pointed out to his chest 

thrice). It is enough for a Muslim to 

commit evil by despising his Muslim 

brother." 

[At-Tirmidhi] 
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Commentary: This Hadith deals with the subject discussed in the preceding one. In 

fact, it elucidates the points raised there. Now, the heart is one thing which no one can 

check out; Allah Alone knows about it. The case of those who openly lead a sinful and 

impious life is of course quite different. To show hatred and disgust against such 

people is warranted by Faith. 

235. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Do not envy one another; do not 

inflate prices by overbidding against 

one another; do not hate one another; 

do not harbour malice against one 

another; and do not enter into com­

mercial transaction when others have 

entered into that (transaction); but be 

you, 0 slaves of Allah, as brothers. A 

Muslim is the brother of another 

Muslim; he neither oppresses him nor 

does he look down upon him, nor does 
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he humiliate him. Piety is here, (and he 
pointed to his chest three times). It is 
enough evil for a Muslim to hold his 

brother Muslim in contempt. All things 
of a Muslim are inviolable for his 
brother-in-faith: his blood, his proper­
ty and his honour. " [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth elaborates the importance of mutual brotherhood and 

goodwill among the Muslims. They are warned against jealousy which is a very 

malicious moral disease. One who suffers from it does not like to see others in happy 

circumstances and wants that they are deprived of whatever good they have. 

This Hadfth also prohibits Muslims from mutual hatred, enmity and indifference to 

others because all such things go against the concept of Islamic fraternity. The Hadfth 

also warns Muslims against Najash (false bidding to raise the price in an auction) as it 

is clear deception and fraud is opposed to goodwill for others, while Muslims are 

required to express for each other goodwill, not ill-will. 

This Hadfth also prohibits making one bargain over the others because it generate 

malice and enmity. 

236. Anas = .iii ~ J reported: The 
Prophet ~ said, "No one of you shall 
become a true believer until he desires 
for his brother what he desires for 
himself." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth deals more comprehensively with the subject discussed 

above. When a Muslim likes the same thing for another Muslim which he does for 

himself, then he will be obviously expressing goodwill to his fellow Muslims. When 

Muslims adopt this attitude at the community level, no Muslim will be an enemy of the 

other. In fact, each Muslim would then be a well-wisher and helper of other Muslims. 

May Allah enable us to adopt this attitude. 
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237. Anas .....:....s- .&1 ~ _) reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Help 
your brother, whether he is an oppres­
sor or is oppressed." A man enquired: 
"O Messenger of Allah! I help him 

when he is oppressed, but how can I 
help him when he is an oppressor?" 
He (~ ) said, "You can keep him from 
committing oppression. That will be 
your help to him." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

: ~ .&1 Jr-1 Jli :Jli ~J -n-v 
Y.o t ,.,. ,., ,., t o 

((~ 11:.: '\ wl.1 .!,)\.;,:..\ ' ' ·1n ~ J , ~ 

i~i ~~1 .Ji1 JrJ ~ : ~) J~ 
ql1 0l5 0; ~1) ~ fo 0l5 
Ji - ~~)) : JL; ~~~1 ~ 

,., I ;:;; ,., o!; 

((~~ ~~ 0p -~\ ~ - ;~:~ 
. ':?}~I ol .. u 

Commentary: This Hadith contains a very comprehensive injunction to eliminate 

disturbance and tyranny in the Muslim society. It not only ordains helping the 

oppressed but also encourages people endowed with moral courage to stop the 

oppressor's oppression. Doing so requires great courage and boldness, but Muslims 

would be able to do full justice to their duty of wishing well to their fellow Muslims 

when they develop the moral courage to stop the oppressor from tyranny, or at least 

protest against it verbally. 

238. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ _) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A believer owes another believer five 
rights: responding to greetings, visiting 
him in illness, following his funeral, 
accepting his invitation, and saying 
'Yarhamuk-Allah (May Allah have 
mercy on you),' when he says 'Al­

hamdu lillah (Praise be to Allah)' after 
sneezing." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Muslim's narration is, "There are 
six rights of a Muslim upon a Muslim: 
When you meet him, greet him; when 
he invites you, respond to him; when 
he seeks counsel, give him advice; 
when he sneezes and praises Allah, 
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say to him: 'May Allah have mercy on 
you (Yarhamuk-Allah)'; when he is 
sick, visit him; and when he dies, 
follow his funeral." 

Commentary: The bond of brotherhood among the Muslims has been further 

strengthened by the list in this Hadfth about the rights of Muslims on one another. 

239. Al-Bara' bin '.Azib ~ .wl ~J 

reported: The Prophet ~ commanded 
us to observe seven things and forbade 
us seven. He ordered us to visit the 
sick; to follow funeral processions; to 
respond to a sneezer with 'Yarhamuk­

Allah (May Allah have mercy on you)' 
when he says 'Al-hamdu lillah (Praise 
be to Allah),' to help the oppressed 
and to help others to fulfill their oaths, 
to accept invitation and to promote 
greeting. He forbade us to wear gold 
rings, to drink in silver utensils, to use 
Mayathir (silk carpets placed on sad­
dles), to wear Al-Qassiy (a kind of silk 

cloth) to wear fine silk brocade. [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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08 ' ' -:'. • G - - ,;l.:....J1 , --' -r-.r ~ e:--' ._,., -- :/:--' . 
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Commentary: To materialize the pledge means that if a person relies on you and 

says that by Allah, you must do such and such a thing, then you should not let him 

down, you should do that work and fulfill his pledge. But this is subject to the 

condition that the work in question is not unlawful. It is not only permissible but also 

comes in the list of high moral values. 

CHAPTER28 

COVERING FAULTS OF 

THE MUSLIMS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
''Verily, those who like that (the 

crime of) illegal sexual intercourse 
should be propagated among those 

who believe, they will have a painful 
torment in this world and in the 
Hereafter." (24:19) 

240. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Allah 
will cover up on the Day of Resurrec­
tion the defects (faults) of the one who 
covers up the faults of the others in 
this world." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Covering up the shortcomings and faults of people is an excellent 

manner. That is why this quality is very much liked by Almighty Allah. On the Day of 

Resurrection, Allah will give a matching reward to that man who has such a quality, 

which means that Allah will forgive his sins and will not call him to account for his sins. 
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If at all He will do so, He will not do it publicly so that he is not embarrased before 

others. Then Allah may forgive him or send him to Hell for a short while. 

241. Abu Hurairah .....:..J. .&1 ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Every one of my followers will be 
forgiven except those who expose 
( openly) their wrongdoings. An exam­
ple of this is that of a man who 
commits a sin at night which Allah 
has covered for him, and in the 
morning, he would say (to people) : 'I 
committed such and such sin last 
night,' while Allah had kept it a 
secret. During the night Allah has 
covered it up but in the morning he 
tears up the cover provided by Allah 
Himself." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that commission of a sin due to human 

frailties on which one is ashamed but does not like to express is something which might 

hopefully be forgiven by Allah. In fact, its remission after penitence is almost sure. But 

to commit a sin openly is totally different because, firstly, the heart of such a person is 

deprived of the fear of Allah. Secondly, he has no respect and regard for Divine 

injunctions. Thirdly, such a person usually does not repent his sins. Fourthly, he makes 

a declaration of breach of Divine injunctions which amounts to inviting His wrath and 

punishment. 

242. Abu Hurairah .....:..J. .&1 ~J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"When a slave-girl commits fornica­
tion and this fact of fornication has 
become evident, she must be given the 
penalty of (fifty) lashes without hurling 
reproaches at her; if she does it again, 
she must be given the penalty but she 
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should not be rebuked. If she does it 
for the third time, he should sell her, 
even for a rope woven from hair (i.e., 
something worthless)." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
Commentary: If a slave-girl is guilty of fornication, she is liable to a punishment of 

fifty stripes, and this punishment can be given by her master. This Hadtth is, in fact 

addressed to the master of such a slave-girl. The order that one should not censure 

and reproach her is perhaps based on the consideration that she may abstain from 

such a sin in future because politeness often proves more effective than reproach. If 

politeness proves ineffective and she commits that sin again then that slave-girl should 

be sold for cheap. 

243. Abu Hurairah ~ .11 ~ ) 

reported: A man who had drunk wine 

was brought to the Prophet ~ and he 
asked us to beat him; some struck him 
with their hands, some with their 
garments (making a whip) and some 
with their sandals. When he (the 
drunkard) had gone, some of the 

people said: "May Allah disgrace 
you!" He (the Prophet ~) said, "Do 
not say so. Do not help the devil 
against him." 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: To imprecate a Muslim virtually amounts to helping Satan against 

him, because the latter is avowed to mislead people and to expose man to humiliation 

in this world and the Hereafter. Such people who believe that no Hadd punishment is 

fixed for drinking take support from this Hadfth. They hold that its punishment is 

discretionary which can be increased or decreased according to the circumstances. But 

other learned men who hold that its Hadd is forty stripes argue that the incident 

quoted in this Hadfth relates to the period when its Hadd had not been fixed. When 

the Prophet ~ ordered the punishment of forty stripes for it then it became its 

prescribed Hadd. Abu Bakr= ..;, 1 ~; followed it during the period of his caliphate. 
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'Umar = .&1 y-P _; also applied it in the early years of his caliphate but subsequently 

raised its punishment to eighty stripes. The 'Ulama ' who maintain the punishment of 

forty stripes contend that the original Hadd was forty stripes and the additional forty 

stripes comprised discretionary punishment for which the Head of a state has full 

authority. If he feels, he can add discretionary punishment to the Hadd. The nature of 

this additional punishment depends on his discretion. The latter opinion seems to be 

more correct that Hadd is fixed for drinking and its punishment is not based on 

discretion. The Hadd for it is forty stripes but this Hadd can be increased by adding 

discretionary punishment to it. Allah knows best. 

CHAPTER29 

FULFILLMENT OF THE NEEDS 

OF THE MUSLIMS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

" ... and do good that you may be 
successful." (22:77). 

244. lbn 'Umar 1 , 1 · .. .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah * said, 
"A Muslim is a brother of (another) 
Muslim, he neither wrongs him nor 

does hand him over to one who does 
him wrong. If anyone fulfills his 
brother's needs, Allah will fulfill his 
needs; if one relieves a Muslim of his 
troubles, Allah will relieve his troubles 
on the Day of Resurrection; and if 
anyone covers up a Muslim (his sins), 
Allah will cover him up (his sins) on 
the Resurrection Day." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that we should fulfill the needs of Muslims for 

the Pleasure of Allah only, regardless of any vested interest or worldly motive. It is a 

very meritorious approach. The needs of people who adopt this attitude in life are 

fulfilled by Allah, and the reward they get for it in the Hereafter will be greater than 

that to be given in this world. 

245. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "He 
who removes from a believer one of his 
difficulties of this world, Allah will 
remove one of his troubles on the Day 
of Resurrection; and he who finds 
relief for a hard-pressed person, Allah 
will make things easy for him on the 
Day of Resurrection; he who covers up 
(the faults and sins) of a Muslim, Allah 
will cover up (his faults and sins) in this 
world and in the Hereafter. Allah 
supports His slave as long as the slave 
is supportive of his brother; and he 
who treads the path in search of 

knowledge, Allah makes that path 
easy, leading to Jannah for him; the 
people who assemble in one of the 
houses of Allah, reciting the Book of 

Allah, learning it and teaching, there 
descends upon them the tranquillity, 
and mercy covers them, the angels 
flock around them, and Allah men­
tions them in the presence of those 
near Him; and he who lags behind in 
doing good deeds, his noble lineage 
will not make him go ahead." [Muslim] 

Commentary: Besides other advantages mentioned in this Hadfth, we learn the 

following from it: 

1. It is an act of great merit to relieve a Muslim from his financial difficulty. 

2. To strive for attaining religious knowledge is a highly meritorious act. 
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3. To recite the Noble Qur'an, make arrangement for its study and teaching, and hold 

meetings for the understanding and elucidation of the message of the Noble Qur'an 

are acts of great distinction and reward. 

L=====1=~=~=R=c=E=:=~=/=0°=N= ====.JI IL'=I = ==~=I.A.!.l=·=i =..;,=1..=. -=r=•= ===='.JI I 
Allah, the Exalted, says: 

''Whosoever intercedes for a good 

cause will have the reward thereof." 

(4:85) 

246. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari ;J- .& 1 ~) 

reported: Whenever a needy person 

would come to the Prophet ~ , he 

would turn to those who were present 

and say, "If you make intercession for 

him, you will be rewarded, because 

Allah decreed what He likes by the 

tongue of His Messenger." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The recommendation mentioned in this Hadfth relates to lawful and 

permissible matters. One is not permitted to make any intercession for unlawful 

matter nor for remission of Hadd. 

247. Ibn 'Abbas ~ .& 1 ~ J , 

reported in connection with the case 

ofBarirah ~ ..iii ~J and her husband: 
The Prophet ~ said to her, "It is 

better for you to go back to your 

husband." She asked: "O Messenger of 

Allah, do you order me to do so." He 

replied, "I only intercede" She then 

said: "I have no need for him." 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: Bari rah l.p ..ii I er" .J was a slave-girl of' Aishah 1.p Ji I er" .J· Barirah was 

married to a slave named Mughith ..:.s- .ii i er" J · She was freed by 'Aishah 1.p .ii i er" .J· 

Now, Islam has permitted a slave-girl that after being freed, she can break her 

matrimonial bond if she does not like to live with her husband. Mughith was madly in 

love with her and he would all the time persuade her not to break their bond of 

marriage. When the Prophet ~ came to know the condition of Mughith, he 

interceded for him and asked Barirah to restore her matrimonial connection with her 

husband. Since this was an advice and recommendation, she did not think it suitable 

for herself and regretted that she could not accept it. The Hadith evidently shows that 

Islam accepts legitimate rights of individuals and honours personal freedom, provided 

they do not exceed the limits of Shari'ah. 

This freedom cannot be forfe ited by suppression or force . 

CHAPTER31 

MAKING PEACE AMONG PEOPLE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"There is no good in most of their 

secret talks save (in) him who orders 

Sadaqah (charity in Allah's Cause), or 

Ma'ruf (Islamic Monotheism and all 

the good and righteous deeds which 

Allah has ordained), or conciliation 
between mankind." (4:114) 

" ... and making peace is better." 
(4:128) 

"So fear Allah and adjust all 

matters of difference among you." 

(8:1) 
"The believers are nothing else than 

brothers (in Islamic religion). So 

make reconciliation between your 
brothers." (49:10) 
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248. Abu Hurairah ~ ..ti ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"On every joint of man, there is 
charity, on everyday when the sun 
rises: doing justice between two men 
is charity, and assisting a man to ride 
an animal or to load his luggage on it is 
charity; and a good word is charity, 
every step which one takes towards 
(the mosque for) Sa/flt is charity, and 
removing harmful things from the way 
is charity." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Almighty Allah has made human body flexible , that is to say, its parts 

have joints which enable him to make all kinds of movements. If human beings did not 

have these joints, it would not have been possible for its different parts to make 

movements which they do. Had it been so, one would not have been able to use 

various parts of his body as he likes. Thus, these joints are a valuable gift from Allah 

for which one should always be grateful to Him. In all, a person has three hundred and 

sixty joints in his body, as has already been stated in a Hadith narrated earlier. 

According to some Ahadith, two Rak'ah of Duha prayer (optional forenoon prayer) 

has been regarded sufficient for this purpose, while in others, it has been stated that if 

one cannot do anything else for expressing gratefulness to Allah, he should refrain 

from harming others as it is a form of Sadaqah. 

249. Umm Kulthum bint 'Uqbah 

4,:...- ..t 1 '-?"' _; reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "The person who (lies) 
in order to conciliate between people 
is not a liar, when he conveys good or 
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31- MAKING PEACE AMONG PEOPLE 

says (something) good." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

The narration in Muslim added: She 
said, "I never heard him (she meant 

the Prophet ~ ) giving permission of 
lying in anything except in three 
(things): war, conciliating between 
people and the conversation of man 
with his wife and the conversation of a 
woman with her husband." 

\-.:.,°)G _j '11 , ... 81 
"' ~ ~ u 
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. ~jj ~I~\ 
Commentary: This Hadith tells us a very important principle, that is, in spite of its 

being unlawful, one is permitted to tell a lie if one has to do it for reforming one's 

society or family or in the interest of Muslims in general. If two Muslim brothers are 

estranged and someone communicates to them such things which are likely to remove 

conflict and rancour between them, promote mutual love and bring them nearer to 

each other, such action, even if it has a lie, is not called a lie in Islam. 

1. In order to keep the enemy unaware of the true position, it is permissible to make 

false propaganda as it is an indispensable device for winning war. 

2. In order to maintain pleasant atmosphere in family life, and for this purpose telling 

a lie becomes inevitable. Shari'ah has permitted lying on such occasions. 

250. 'A.ishah ~ ..ii i ~ _; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ heard the 
voices of altercation of two disputants 
at the door; both the voices were quite 
loud. One was asking the other to 
make his debts little (so that he could 
pay them) and was pleading with him 
to show leniency to him, whereupon 
the ( other one) said: "By Allah, I will 
not do that." Then there came Mes­
senger of Allah ~ to them and said, 
"Where is he who swore by Allah that 
he would not do good?" He said: "O 
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Messenger of Allah, it is me. Now he 
may do as he desires." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] , . . , ;: ; , '. , \'1 >(f ., » , 
~ ~ t::"-'- u "J~ :«~h'' ~ 

: «JLl1.J'' . J:,i1 ;_i~ : ,,~~J" . ~; 

Commentary: This Hadfth highlights the following four main points: 

1. It is desirable to help someone who is in straitened circumstances because of a debt. 

If the lender forgives a part of the loan or gives concession of time in repayment of 

loan, it is an act of great merit. As Allah says: 

"And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money), then grant him time till it is easy 

for him to repay; but if you remit it by way of charity, that is better for you if you did 

but know." (2:280) 

2. If someone seems to incline towards evil, he should be scolded so that he would 

keep himself away from it and would tum to virtue. 

3. Such people who quarrel among themselves should not be left to mutual bickering 

but efforts should be made for their reconciliation. 

4. People who are quarrelling should also co-operate with those who make efforts for 

reconciliation, and respect their spirit of goodwill. 

251. Sahl bin Sa'd As-Sa'idi .& 1 ~ J 

= reported: There was some quarrel 
among the members of Bam1 'Amr bin 

'Auf. Messenger of Allah ~ went with 

some of his Companions to bring 

about peace between them and he 

was detained. The time for Salat 

approached and Bilal = .& 1 ~ J went 
to Abu Bakr = .& 1 ~ J and said to him: 
"Messenger of Allah ~ has got late 
and it is the time for Salat. Will you 
lead Salat?" He said: "Yes, if you 

desire." Bilal = .& 1 ~ J proclaimed the 
Adhan and then pronounced Iqamah. 

Abu Bakr= .w l ~ J stepped fmward 
and commenced As-Salat. (He recited 

,,.f O ,. ,... 0,,. 
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31- MAKING PEACE AMONG PEOPLE 

Takbfr and the people followed him) . 
In the meantime, Messenger of Allah 
~ arrived and, passing through the 
rows, took his stand in the first row. 

The people started clapping. It was the 

habit of Abu Bakr = ..iii ~ J that 
whenever he started praying, he would 
never look round. He paid no heed (to 
the clapping) . When the clapping 
increased, he turned round and saw 

Messenger of Allah *· He (the 
Prophet ~ ) beckoned him to 
continue performing Salat. But Abu 

Bakr = .wl ~ J raised his hands and 
praised Allah. Then he retreated, 
taking his steps backwards. When 

Messenger of Allah * saw that, he 
went ahead and led Sa/at. When he 

finished Sa/at, he faced the congrega­
tion and said, "Why do you clap when 
something happens during the Sa/at. 

Clapping is only for women. If some­
thing happens in the course of Sa/at 

you should say, Subhan A llah . It is 

bound to attract attention. And you, 
Abu Bakr, what prevented you from 
carrying on with Sa/at, after I beckoned 
to do so?" He said, "It was not 
becoming for the son of Abu Quhafah 
to lead Sa/at in the presence of 

Messenger of Allah ~-" [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: 

1. Banu 'Amr bin 'Ailf was a big tribe of Aus which consisted of many families, they 

lived in Quba. A quarrel arose among them on some issue and they used stones and 

brickbats against each other. When the Prophet ~ came to know about it, he 

personally went to them. The Hadfth shows how important it is to bring about 

reconciliation amongst Muslims who are estranged from each other so that tension 

among them is not aggravated. If efforts are not made for reconciliation at the initial 

stages, the conflict will be escalated and then it will become difficult to resolve it. 

2. Salat can be offered behind two Imam , one after the other. 

3. In the course of Sa/at if Imam makes an error, his followers should bring it to his 

attentions by saying the words "Subhan Allah" aloud. Women may clap only. 

4. In case of need, it is permissible in Salat to turn one's face slightly, to look with 

glances and move a little onward or backward. Such an act does not constitute a defect 

which renders the prayer invalid. 
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CHAPTER32 

SUPERIORITY OF POOR, WEAK 

AND UNRENOWNED MUSLIMS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And keep yourself (0 Muhammad 
~ ) patiently with those who call on 
their Rubb (i.e., your companions who 
remember their Rubb with glorifica­
tion, praising in prayers, and other 
righteous deeds) morning and after­
noon, seeking His Face, and let not 
your eyes overlook them." (18:28) 

252. Harithah bin Wahb .u- .wl ~) 
reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 

~ saying, "Shall I not inform you 

about the people oflannah? It is every 

person who is, modest and humble 

(before Allah), a person who is 

accounted weak and is looked down 

upon but if he adjures Allah, Allah will 

certainly give him what he desires. 

Now shall I not inform you about the 

inmates of Hell? It is every violent, 

impertinent and proud man." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us about distinction of such weak, poor and 

secluded persons who do not have any important position in society but are so eminent 

in the realm of piety that, out of their utmost trust in Allah, if they take an oath for 

something, Almighty Allah fulfills their oath. Thus, this Hadfth highlights the 

importance of modesty and condemns pride, miserliness and lust for name and fame. 
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253. Sahl bin Sa'd As-Sa'1di ..ii i ~ J 

= reported: A man passed by the 
Prophet ~ , so he asked a man who 
was sitting near him, "What is your 
opinion about this -man?" That man 
replied: "He is one of the noblest men. 
By Allah he is certainly a proper 
person for (a girl) being given in 
marriage if he seeks to marry, and his 
recommendation is fit to be accepted if 
he recommends." Messenger of Allah 

~ remained silent. Then another man 
passed. Messenger of Allah ~ 
enquired, "What is your opinion 
about this man?" He replied: "O 
Messenger of Allah, he is one of the 
poor Muslims. He is not a proper 
person (for a girl) to be given in 
marriage to, and his recommendation 
would not be accepted if he makes 
one; if he speaks, he is not to be 
listened to." Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "He is better than the former by 
earthfuls." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth contains the following two important points: 

1. The distinction and greatness of such poor Muslims who are neither known in 

society because due to their poverty nor are they respected by people. But due to their 

Faith and piety, each of them is better in the sight of Allah than others. This Had'ith 

makes it abundantly clear that what really matters with Allah is Faith and piety not 

lineage nor pomp and show. 

2. For marriage purposes, men and women of noble character should be selected even 
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if they are poor because at the level of religion they are on par with other Muslims. 

Thus, the principle underlined here is that the preference should be given to the 

equality in respect of religion rather than worldly wealth and richness. 

254. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri = 41 ~ .J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said: There 
was a dispute between the Hell and 
Jannah. The Hell said: "The haughty 
and proud are my inmates." Jannah 

said: "The modest and the humble are 
my residents." Thereupon, Allah the 
Exalted and Glorious (addressing 
Jannah) said: "You are My Mercy, 
through you I shall show mercy to 
those whom I wish." (And addressing 
the Hell), He said: "You are (the 
means) of My punishment by which I 
shall punish such of My slaves as I wish 
and each one of you would have its 
fill." [Muslim] 

~ ) ~J.JJ1 ~ ~1 ::;:, - rot 
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Commentary: In this Hadfth people who are termed as 'modest' and 'humble' are 

the rich in Faith and piety. They lead a life of patience and contentment. This Had'ith 

gives glad tidings to such noble people. On the contrary, it has a threat of Hell for 

those who disobey Divine injunctions and are haughty and proud. Now, it is entirely 

one's own choice which way he goes. 

The dialogue between Jannah and Hell quoted in this Hadith is not something 

impossible. It is not at all difficult for Allah to create in them such intelligence and 

consciousness which can enable them to make a discussion on the subjects mentioned 

in the Hadfth . Thus, there is no need to offer any justification for the veracity of such 

Ahadfth. These should, therefore, be taken as literally correct. This Hadith is 

mentioned in detail in Musnad Ahmad and is narrated by Abu Hurairah = ..t 1 ~ J at 

greater length than in the narration of Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri = ..t1 ~ J quoted in Kitab­

ut-Tafsfr (the Book of Commentary) of Sahfh A l-Bukhari. 

255. Abu Hurairah ~ 41 ~ .J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"On the Day of Resurrection, there 
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will be brought forth a bulky person 
whose value to Allah will be less than 
that of the wing of a mosquito." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith means that manifestation of power and splendour, which 

are considered so important for people in this world, will be of no value to Allah. In 

the Hereafter, Allah will judge a person by his Faith, devotion and piety. It is, 

therefore, essential that one should concentrate on the reformation of his own heart 

and mind. 

256. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: A black woman ( or probably 
a young man) used to clean the 
mosque. Messenger of Allah ;i! 
missed her (or him) and asked about 
her (or him). He was told that she (or 
he) had died. He ;i! said, "Why did you 
not inform me?" (It seemed as if) they 

(Companions) considered the matter 
insignificant. Then he ;i! said, "Show 
me her (or his) grave." When it was 
shown to him, he offered (Janazah­

funeral) prayer over it and said, 
"These graves cover those in them 
with darkness, and Allah illumines 
them for the inmates as a result of 
my supplication for them." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: On the basis of some other narrations, the 'Ulamii' have accepted 

that the person mentioned in this Hadfth who used to sweep the mosque was a woman 

known as Umm Mihjan. This Hadfth highlights the following four important points: 

1. The merit of keeping mosques clean. 

2. The height of compassion and kindness of the Prophet ~ -
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3. The importance of participation in the funeral prayer of virtuous persons. 

4. Permission to perform funeral prayer of virtuous person after his/her burial, if one 

is unable to participate in it when it is performed before the burial of the deceased. 

257. Abu Hurairah ~ -11 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Many a person with shaggy and dusty 
hair, dusty and driven away from doors 

(because of their poverty and shabby 
clothes) were to swear by Allah (that 
something would happen), Allah will 
certainly make it happen." [Muslim] 

258. Usamah bin Zaid ~ -1 1 ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "I 
stood at the gate of Jannah, and (I 
saw) that the majority of those who 
entered it are the poor, and the 
wealthy were kept confined . The 
inmates of the Fire had been ordered 
to ( enter) the Fire (Hell), and I stood 
at the gate of Hell and saw that the 
majority of its inmates are women." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The Prophet * was told about the state of affairs in Jannah and Hell 

by means of Wahy (Revelation). In some cases, the conditions of the inhabitants of 

Jannah and Hell were shown to him by means of dreams. The Prophet * stated that 

one of the main reasons for a greater number of women in Hell is that they are more 

ungrateful to their husbands. Women refered to in the Hadfth are those who do not 

follow the Divine injuctions and do not discharge their duty towards Allah. 
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259. Abu Hurairah ,.___;,_;, .&1 ~ -> 

reported: The Prophet ;i! said, "None 
spoke in the cradle but only three 
(persons), Isa (Jesus) son of Maryam 
(Mary), the second one was the 
companion of Juraij who was a pious 
person. J uraij took a secluded monas­
tery for worship and confined himself 
in it. His mother came to him as he was 
busy in prayer and she called: 'Juraij.' 
He said: 'My Rubb, my mother (is 
calling me while I am engaged in) my 
prayer.' He continued with the prayer. 
She returned and she came on the next 
day and he was (still) busy in prayer. 
She called: 'Juraij.' And he said: 'My 
Rubb, my mother (is calling me while I 
am engaged) in prayer, and he con­
tinued with the prayer,' and she 
returned. Then on the next day she 
again came while he was busy in prayer 
and called: 'Juraij .' And he said: 'My 
Rubb, my mother (is calling me while I 
am engaged) in my prayer.' And he 
continued with the prayer. She said: 
'My Rubb, don't let him die until he 

has seen the faces of the prostitutes.' 
The story of Juraij and that of his 
meditation and prayer spread amongst 
Banu Israel. There was a prostitute 
who had been a beauty personified. 
She said (to the people): 'If you like, I 
can lure him to evil.' She presented 
herself to him but he paid no heed (to 
her). She came to a shepherd who 
lived near the temple and she offered 
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herself to him. He (the shepherd) had 
sexual intercourse with her and so she 
became pregnant. When she gave birth 
to a baby she said: 'This is from Juraij .' 
So they came and asked Juraij to get 
down and demolished the temple and 
began to beat him. He asked them 
what the matter was. They said: 'You 

have committed fornication with this 
prostitute and she has given birth to a 
baby from you.' He said: 'Where is the 
baby?' They brought him (the baby) 
and then he said: 'Just leave me so that 
I should perform prayer.' He per­

formed prayer and when he finished, 
he lifted the baby in his stomach and 
asked him: 'O boy, who is your father? ' 

The baby answered: 'He is such and 
such a shepherd.' So, the people 

turned towards Juraij, kissed him and 
touched him (for seeking blessing) and 
said: 'We are prepared to construct 
your temple with gold.' He said, 'No 

just, rebuild it with mud as it had 
been,' and so they did.'' (The Prophet 
~ continued:) "Then there was a baby 
who was sucking at his mother's breast 
when a person dressed in fine garment 
came on a priceless riding animal's 
back. His mother said: 'O Allah, make 
my child like this one.' He (the babe) 
left sucking and looked at him, and 
said: 'O Allah, don't make me like 
him.' He then returned to the breast 
and resumed sucking.'' He (Abu 
Hurairah -:.s- ,w \ ~ .;) said: As though 
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I can see Messenger of Allah ~ as he 
is illustrating the scene of his sucking 
milk with his forefinger in his mouth 
and sucking that. He (Abu Hurairah 

= .ii 1 '-F"' J further reported Messenger 
of Allah ~ as saying, "There 
happened to pass by them a slave girl 
who was being beaten and they were 
saying: 'You have committed fornica­
tion and theft.' She was saying: 'Allah 

is enough for me and He is my Good 
Protector, and his mother said: 'O 
Allah, don't make my child like her.' 
He left sucking looked at her and said: 
'O Allah! Make me like her.' It was 
followed by a conversation between 
the mother and the child. She said: 'A 
good looking man happened to pass by 
and I said: 0 Allah, make my child like 

him, and you said: 0 Allah, don't make 
me like him, and there passed a girl 
while they were beating her and saying: 

You committed fornication and theft, 
and I said: 0 Allah, don't make my 
child like her, and you said: 0 Allah, 
make me like her.' The child said: 

'That man was a tyrant, and I said: 0 
Allah don't make me like him; and 
they were saying about the girl: You 
committed fornication, whereas in fact 
she had not committed that and they 
were saying: You have committed 
theft, whereas she had not committed 
theft, so I said: 0 Allah, make me like 
her."' [Al-Bukhfui and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Had'ith tells us of three babies who spoke in the cradle. All the 

three babies were from Banu Israel and their story is mentioned in Sahih Muslim in the 

story of Ashab-ul-Ukhdud. This Had'ith proves the following points: 

1. When a person is called by his parents while he is engaged in voluntary prayer, he 

should give priority to the call of parents. 

2. A true Muslim has to pass sometimes through great trials. He must face them with 

patience and steadfastness because ultimately Almighty Allah helps the true believers. 

3. One must avoid copying haughty people no matter how attractive their appearance 

is. One should try to emulate the virtuous people because true success lies in their 

conduct. 

CHAPTER33 

BENEVOLENT TREATMENT 

TOWARDS ORPHANS, GIRLS, 

THE WEAK, THE POOR AND 

THE HUMBLE PERSONS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And lower your wings for the 

believers (be courteous to the fellow­

believers) ." (15:88) 
"And keep yourself (0 Muhammad 

~ ) patiently with those who call on 
their Rubb (i.e., your companions who 
remember their Rubb with glorifica­

tion, praising in prayers, and other 
righteous deeds) morning and after­

noon, seeking His Face, and let not 

your eyes overlook them, desiring the 
pomp and glitter of the life of the 

world." (18:28) 
"Therefore, treat not the orphan 

with oppression. And repulse not the 
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beggar." (93:9,10) 
"Have you seen him who denies the 

Recompense? That is he who repulses 
the orphan (harshly). And urges not 
the feeding of Al-Miskin (the poor)." 
(107:1-3) 

260. Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas ,.;.&, .ii i ~ J 

reported: Six of us were with the 
Prophet ~ when the infidels said to 
him: "Drive these ones away, lest they 

should begin to venture against us." 
The six were, myself, lbn Mas'ud, a 
man of the Hudhail tribe, Bilal and 
two other men whose names I don't 

know. Messenger of Allah ~ thought 
what Allah wished him to think, and 
Allah revealed: "And turn not away 

those who invoke their Rubb, morning 
and afternoon seeking His Face." 
( 6:52) [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that those people alone have value in the sight of 

Allah who are equipped with Faith and good deeds, no matter how humble they are in 

the eyes of people because of their poverty and indigence. Those who are deprived of 

Faith and good conduct have absolutely no value in His sight even if they hold a high 

status in this world. 

This Hadfth also exhorts the believers that criterion for respect and honour should 

also be Faith, not the lineage or wealth. 

261. 'A.idh bin 'Amr Al-Muzani ~ J 

,.;.&, .iii reported: Abu Sufyan passed by 
Salman, Suhaib and Bilal and some 

other Companions (r-P .iii ~ J) . They 
said to him: "Did not the swords of 
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33- TREATMENT TOWARDS ORPHANS 

Allah exact their due from the foes of 

Allah?" Abu Bakr ~ ..iii ~ ) said to 
them: "Do you speak like this to the 
chief of the Quraish and their mas­
ter?" Then he went to the Prophet ~ 
and related this to him. He ~ said, 
"Abu Bakr, perhaps you have angered 
them. If so, you have angered your 

Rubb". Abu Bakr~ ..iii ~ J went back 
to them and said: "Brothers, did I 
offend you?" They replied: "No. May 
Allah forgive you, brother." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Had'ith enjoins the Muslims to treat one another with affection 

and kindness and keep their hearts free from ill-feeling and malice. If someone 

inadvertently says to another anything that hurts the latter's feelings, he must 

immediately apologize to him. 

262. Sahl bin Sa'd ~ ..iii ~) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"I will be like this in Jannah with the 
person who takes care of an orphan." 
Messenger of Allah ~ raised his 
forefinger and middle finger by way 
of illustration. [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: It will be indeed a great honour to be close to the Prophet ~ in 

Jannah . This honour will be given to those who are kind to the orphans. The Prophet 
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~ has regarded it the 'best house' in which an orphan is treated with kindness. He 

declared the worst home in which an orphan child is not treated with affection. 

263. Abu Hurairah ~ ..t1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who takes care of an orphan, 
whether he is his relative or a stranger, 
will be in Jannah with me like these 
two." The narrator, Malik bin Anas 

raised his forefinger and middle finger 
for illustration. [Muslim] 
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Commentary: The Islamic system of welfare and economic security is not restricted 

to relatives only. It includes every orphan and needy. If Muslims put this system into 

practice, there will be no need for insurance - a system which is based on usury. May 

Allah enable the Muslims to adopt the teachings of Islam so that they will be relieved 

of the curse of the system of usury. 

264. Abu Hurairah ~ ..t1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A Miskin (needy) is not the one who 
can be turned away with a date-fruit or 
two, or a morsel or two. The true 
Miskin is one who, despite his poverty, 
abstains from begging." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

In another narration Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, " A Miskin is not the one 
who goes round begging from people 
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and who can be turned away with a 
morsel or two, or a date-fruit or two. A 
true Miskin is he who does not find 
enough to suffice him, does not 
disclose his poverty so that he might 
be given alms, and does not stand up to 
beg." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith throws light on a very important problem relating to 

beggars who go door to door begging. They are, in fact, not poor because they 

accumulate a lot of wealth through small amounts which they collect every day. The 

real needy and poor are those who are not well-to-do, but their appearance and dress 

hide their poverty. Their self-respect does not permit them to make a request for help. 

The real purport of this Hadith is that it is the latter category of poor people, with a 

sense of self-respect, who should be given preference in financial help over the 

professional beggars because it is they who are really poor. 

265. Abu Hurairah '-.....:...J. .iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "One 
who strives to help the widows and the 
poor is like the one who fights in the 
way of Allah." The narrator said: I 

think that he ~ added also: "I shall 
regard him as the one who stands up 

(for prayer) without rest and as the one 
who observes fasts continuously." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Here the words 'widow' and 'poor' have been mentioned for example 

only while they cover the whole range of indigent, invalid and needy people. Efforts 

for their care, support and welfare has been regarded equivalent to Jihad. Islam has 

done full justice in supporting the helpless individuals and the entire poor class of the 

society by elevating the status of those who undertake this noble task to the level of 

Mujahidun. 

It makes it clear that worship is not restricted to prayers and fasting only but also 

covers every good deed. Thus, those who are always mindful of the weak and the poor 

and constantly strive for their welfare are engaged in perpetual worship. 
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266. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
worst food is the food of the marriage 
banquet from which those are left out 
who would like to come; and to which 
those are invited who refuse to come. 
He who rejects an invitation disobeys 
Allah and His Messenger." [Muslim] 

In another narration Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "The worst food is the 
food of the marriage banquet to which 
the rich are invited and from which the 
poor are left out." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Our rich class has made Walimah (marriage banquet given by the 

bridegroom) a highly luxurious affair and a means of displaying wealth and richness. 

This excessive exaggeration of a simple feast has brought in its wake many religious, 

moral and social evils. In its present form, it is sheer extravagance and wastage which 

are satanic acts and those who do it are brothers of Satan. It is such a big loss and 

serious threat that if our rich class is left with any sense of religion, it should 

immediately abandon this extravagance which is escalating day by day. Its moral 

disadvantage is that one invites in this function only men of his own status and not the 

the poor, whereas the fact is that it is the latter who deserve to be invited because of 

their need, and not the former. Good manners also warrant that the needy should be 

given priority over the affluent. Its social disadvantage is that display of wealth on such 

occasions creates a sense of deprivation in the poor segments of society while what 

Islam teaches is the uplift, material and moral help, consolation and encouragement 

and respectable treatment of the poor. 

Instead of holding sumptuous feasts on Walimah , if the Muslims shift to one or two 

simple food items and invite the poor along with their friends and relatives, they not 

only save themselves from all the three evils mentioned above, but also prevent 

themselves from the accountability in the Hereafter; otherwise they will suffer loss in 

both the worlds. 

This Hadith exhorts the Muslims to participate in the Walimah ceremony but it is the 

kind of feast which is simple and in accordance with the teachings of Islam. 
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267. Anas ~ .iii ~_; reported: The 

Prophet ~ said, "Whoever supports 

two girls till they attain maturity, he 

and I will come on the Day of 

Resurrection like this." Messenger of 

Allah ~ joined his fingers illustrating 

this. [Muslim] 
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Commentary: In the pre-Islamic era, Arabs were greatly dejected and showed 

resentment on the birth of a daughter, which in fact reflected the status of women in 

society, In order to give them their rightful place in the society, Islam taught its 

followers to recognize their legitimate rights. Among the injunctions which were 

issued in this behalf, the most important was that their proper upbringing, education 

and training were made a means to attain Jannah so that people did not only feel joy 

over the birth of sons but also felt pleasure on the birth of daughters. In this respect, 

Islam is the first religion which has not only ensured protection of their rights but also 

made full arrangements for their respect and prestige in society. For instance, they 

have been prohibited from having close contacts with men and for this purpose 

restriction of the veil has been imposed on them. Islam has emancipated them from 

the obligation of earning their own livelihood so that they are safe from the malicious 

eyes of evil-minded, and secure from the sexual lust of men, the way it is happening 

with women who are working side by side with men in the West. But it is a curse 

indeed that due to intellectual immaturity and evil trends, this freedom of women, 

which has disgraced and robbed them of the virtues of a chaste life, is liked by many 

people and they are trying that Muslim women should also imitate the style of western 

women. To the people of such crooked thinking, the Islamic teachings, which ensure 

the honour and chastity of women, appear to be the yoke of slavery and they want to 

release women from it. 

268. 'A.ishah ~.iii~_; reported: A ~ .iii ~J ~\.i :;:, - YiA 
woman came to me with her two 

daughters. She asked me (for charity) 

but she found nothing with me except 

one date-fruit, so I gave it to her. She 
accepted it and then divided it between 

her two daughters and herself ate 
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nothing out of that. She then got up 
and went out. When Messenger of 
Allah ~ came in, and I narrated to 
him the story, he said, "He who is 
involved (in the responsibility) of 
(bringing up) daughters, and he is 
benevolent towards them, they would 
become protection for him against 
Hell-fire." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~jj -~fa ~~ ~ '~ 
,, ,, , ~- , ,~_,, ,, ~, ..;._,14' .. ~. :~ :.1 I :Jw .c~u .~ ~ ~ 

;~ s-,t::;)\ ~~ ~ ~\ ill 
((_;1:i1 ~ 1~ j ~ #l :;:.;-t 

. .)i ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith also tells us about the great merit and reward of kind 

treatment with daughters. 

269. 'Aishah ~ 41 ~J reported: A 
poor woman came to me carrying her 
two daughters. I gave her three date­

fruits. She gave a date to each of them 
and then she took up one date-fruit 
and brought that to her mouth to eat, 
but her daughters asked her that also. 
She then divided between them the 
date-fruit that she intended to eat. 

This (kind) treatment of her impressed 
me and I mentioned that to Messenger 
of Allah ~ who said, "Verily, Allah 
has assured Jannah for her, because of 

( this act) of her," or said, "He cP-" J / 

has rescued her from Hell-Fire ." 
[Muslim] 
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Commentary: Besides great merit of the upbringing of daughters, this Hadith also 

tells us that if a wife has secured general permission from her husband about Sadaqah 

(alms and charity) she can offer Sadaqah, and its reward will be given to both of them. 

The former will be entitled to it for paying it, while the latter will be eligible to it for 

giving his consent to it. 
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270. Abu Shuraih Khuwailid bin 

'Amr Al-Khuza'i = .iii ~ ) reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "O Allah, I 
declare inviolable the rights of two 
weak ones: the orphans and women." 
[An-Nasa 'i] 

~--~ ,,, ' 
0
"' lV 0 ---~ ,f:::r' ~I c/'J - • 

JI_; : Jli ~ i1 :.ri'J ~1).J1 J? 
:;;. c_?\ J1 ~11 11 

: * &.Ji 
~_i.;. tto\' 'i 1- _ 0 <i 1 · '~ • ~I , .,.,...,) ~ r..J -., 

. ..{;. .:,C.:.,1.., ·0.J1 ;1 -- ~ ', , - . , ;• c.l JJ ~ 

~J ,c_:,;JI ~l :((t,;.t» : ..r-"-'-' 

~i ~ ~kt) ,1~~ 2 ~ µ~, 
.l.l..51 \'< ~ »'.\- ,~ \' .i,;.; "' .r-J .r-J _, _,. .T- , 

Commentary: The poor are generally treated callously in human society. Women 

and orphans are regular victims of this cruelty. They are deprived of their share in 

property to which they are entitled under the Islamic law. In some cases their 

properties are usurped and they are maltreated at the hands of usurpers. The Prophet 

~ has threatened them with serious consequences to prevent the Muslims from 

committing such injustice. The attitude of Muslims and the teachings of Islam in this 

matter are two different things. How can Islam be blamed for the attitude of Muslims? 

It is time Muslims should understand that Islam is getting a bad name because of their 

bad conduct. As a result of this they are committing a double crime. On the one hand, 

they are guilty of usurping others of their legitimate rights and perpetrating cruelties, 

and on the other, disgracing their religion. In other words, rather than preaching Islam 

they are creating obstacles in the way of people joining the fold of Islam. May Allah 

grant us guidance to follow the right path. Amin! 

271. Mus'ab bin Sa' d bin Abu 
Waqqas ~ .ii i ~ J reported: Sa'd 
considered himself better than his 
inferiors, so the Prophet ~ said to 
him, "You are given help and provi­
sion because of your weak ones" 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: This Hadith exhorts the resourceful people not to look down upon 

the poor and resourceless people of the society and not to consider themselves 

superior to others. They should learn to respect the weak and co-operate with them 

because may be Almighty, Allah, is providing them because of the poor. 

272. Abud-Darda ~ .t i ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Seek among your weak ones, for you 
are given provision and help only 
because of the weak amongst you." 

[Abu Dawud] 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions the reason for the acceptance of the 

invocations of the weak and poor. Since their hearts are free from the worldly vices 

and are gifted with greater sincerity and fear of Allah, their prayers are more 

acceptable to Him. This point has been mentioned more explicitly in Nasa'i which 

says: "Almighty Allah helps the Ummah because of the prayers, worship and devotion 

of its weak people" (Aun-ul-Ma'bud , Vol. No. 2, chapter Al-Jihad). The words which 

occur in most of the manuscripts of Riyad-us-Saliheen are ,L.i....dl J 1~1 and the 

translation quoted here follows these words. But in the manuscripts of Abu DawCtd, the 

word J does not figure in the text. In one manuscript, however, we find the words 1~ 1 

,L.i....dl JI, which means "For me search Muslims who are weak so that I find reason to 

support you with their prayers." 

CHAPTER34 

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH 

REGARD TO WOMEN 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
" ... and live with them honourably." 

(4:19) 

''You will never be able to do perfect 
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justice between wives even if it is your 

ardent desire, so do not incline too 

much to one of them (by giving her 

more of your time and provision) so as 

to leave the other hanging (i.e., neither 

divorced nor married). And if you do 

justice, and do all that is right, and 

fear Allah by keeping away from all 
that is wrong, then Allah is Ever Oft. 

Forgiving, Most Merciful." (4:129) 

273. Abu Hurairah ......:......s- .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said: 
"Take my advice with regard to 

women: Act kindly towards women, 
for they were created from a rib, and 
the most crooked part of a rib is its 
uppermost. If you attempt to straight­
en it; you will break it, and if you leave 
it alone it will remain crooked; so act 
kindly toward women." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
In another narration of Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim , Messenger of Allah ~ 
said: "A woman is like a rib, if you 
attempt to straighten it, you will break 
it; and if you benefit from her, you will 
do so while crookedness remains in 
her." 

In another narration of Muslim, 

Messenger of Allah ~ said: "Woman 
has been created from a rib and will in 
no way be straightened for you; so if 
you want to benefit from her, you will 
benefit from her while crookedness 
remains in her. If you attempt to 
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straighten her, you will break her, and 
breaking her is divorcing her." 

Commentary: The words ,WL 1_,..., _,:..- 1 mean, take care of your wives. Whatever is 

the formation of the words of the Hadfth , it stresses the importance of kind treatment 

to wives because woman is not only weaker than man by nature, but also less 

intelligent. On account of his being more intelligent and having greater patience, man 

should be more forgiving in his dealing with her. The secret of a pleasant family life 

lies in this advice of the Prophet ~ with its emphasis on kind treatment to wives. 

274. 'Abdullah bin Zam'ah ~ .ii i ,._,,..;, J 

reported that he heard the Prophet ~ 
giving a speech when he mentioned the 
she-camel (of Prophet Salih) and the 
man who had killed her. Messenger of 
Allah ~ said: "'When the most wicked 
man among them went forth (to kill 
the she-camel).' (91:12) signifies that a 
distinguished, wicked and most power­
ful chief of the people jumped up to 
kill the she-camel." Then he(~ ) made 
mention of women and said, "Some of 
you beat your wives as if they were 
slaves, and then lie with them at the 
end of the day." 

Then he (~ ) admonished them 
against laughing at another's passing 
of wind, saying, "Why does any of you 
laugh at another doing what he does 
himself.' ' [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Although Islam has permitted man, in inevitable circumstances, to 

rebuke his wife, it has also suggested a very wise course for it. It has suggested that first 

of all he should advise and preach her, and if she does not mend her ways by these 

means, then he should stop sleeping with her, which is a great warning for the sensible 

wife. If she does not improve even by this method, then he may take recourse to slight 
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beating, but in that he must avoid her head and face . He should take recourse to 

beating if he thinks that it would work, otherwise it is better to avoid it. But 

surprisingly enough some start the process of reformation with beating and that too 

with great ruthlessness which has not been permitted by Islam in any case. It is this 

aspect which the Prophet ~ has highlighted in this Hadfth. He has contended that 

when the wife is indispensable for man and it is very difficult for him to pass night 

without her then why should he beat her like a slave or bondmaid? He should try to 

understand that she, too, has feelings and her position is like one of the two wheels of 

the cart of life. If at all it comes to beating her then he must keep her true status in 

view before taking recourse to it. He should never loose sight of her importance in 

conjugal life. 

275. Abu Hurairah ~ 41 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A believer must not hate (his wife) 
believing woman; if he dislikes one of 
her characteristics he will be pleased 

with another." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth also contains a very wise counsel for a happy married 

life. It tells us that every person has certain good qualities as well as some 

shortcomings. Man has been advised here to overlook the shortcomings that he does 

not like in his wife and appreciate her good qualities. Similarly, a woman is advised to 

ignore the shortcomings of her husband and admire his good qualities. 

276. 'Amr bin Al-Ahwas Al-Jushami 
-.:.s- 4 1 ~ J reported that he had heard 
the Prophet ~ saying on his Farewell 
Pilgrimage, after praising and glorify-
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ing Allah and admonishing people, 
"Treat women kindly, they are like 
captives in your hands; you do not owe 
anything else from them. In case they 
are guilty of open indecency, then do 
not share their beds and beat them 
lightly but if they return to obedience, 
do not have recourse to anything else 
against them. You have rights over 
your wives and they have their rights 
over you. Your right is that they shall 
not permit anyone you dislike to enter 
your home, and their right is that you 
should treat them well in the matter of 
food and clothing." [At-Tinnidhf] 
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Commentary: 

1. Here again we find justification for beating one's wife in case of her persistence in 

default, but it is to be done in the manner prescribed in the Hadith quoted above. 

2. It is the responsibility of the wife that during the absence of her husband, besides 

the guarding of her own chastity, and property of her husband, she should not let in 

anyone who is not liked by her husband, however closely related that person be to her. 

3. It is the responsibility of the husband to provide, according to his means, good food 

and clothes to his wife. 

277. Mu'awiyah bin Haidah .iii ~.) 

=- reported: I asked Messenger of 

Allah ~: "What right can any wife 

demand of her husband?" He replied, 

"You should give her food when you 

eat, clothe her when you clothe 

yourself, not strike her on the face, 

and do not revile her or separate from 

her except in the house." 

[Abu Dawud] 
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Commentary: If it comes to temporarily severing relation with a disobedient wife to 

set her right, it should be done within the house and the best course for it is that one 

suspends the practice of sleeping with her. Some people say that this suspension 

should be to the extent of sleeping with her only and one should not stop speaking to 

her because that will increase the rift between the two. But in case of special 

circumstances, one can separate from her by leaving his home, as was done by the 

Prophet ~ by shifting to upper room of his house. 

278. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~.) ~ .iii ~J ~;.:,; ~i :._,i-j -YVA 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The believers who show the most 

perfect Faith are those who have the 

best behaviour, and the best of you are 

those who are the best to their wives." 

[At-Tinnidhf] 
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reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Do not beat Allah's bondwomen." 

When 'Umar ...:....- ..ii i ~ J came to 

Messenger of Allah ~ and 

complained saying: "The women have 

become very daring towards their 

husbands," He (~ ) gave permission 

to beat them. Then many women went 

to the family of the Messenger of Allah 

(wives) complaining of their husbands, 

and he (the Prophet ~ ) said, "Many 

women have gone round Muhammad's 

family complaining of their husbands. 

Those who do so, that is, those who 

take to beating their wives, are not the 

best among you." [Abu Dawud] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that those who take to beating their wives are not 

perfect people. The decency of manners warrants that one must refrain from beating, 

as is evident from the conduct of the Prophet ~ who neither resorted to beating with 

his own hand any of his wives nor slaves nor any other. He would avenge those who 

transgressed the limits of Allah. 

280. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 

~ ..ii i ~ J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "The world is but a 

( quick passing) enjoyment; and the 

best enjoyment of the world is a pious 

and virtuous woman." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the qualities of a virtuous woman. When her 
husband looks at her, she pleases him; when he orders her, she obeys him; and when 
he is absent, she guards herself (chastity) and the property of her husband. (Abu 
Diiwud and Nasa 'i) . 

This Hadfth stresses the fact that if one wants success in this world and the Hereafter, 
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he should select a pious wife. Rather than going after her beauty, lineage and wealth, 

one should give preference to her Faith over all other considerations. If he chooses a 

woman who is faithful to her Deen and strictly adheres to the Shari'ah , she would be a 

source of blessing for him in this life and the Hereafter. 

CHAPTER35 

HUSBAND'S RIGHTS 

CONCERNING ms WIFE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Men are the protectors and main­

tainers of women, because Allah has 
made one of them to excel the other, 
and because they spend (to support 
them) from their means. Therefore, 
the righteous women are devoutly 
obedient (to Allah and to their hus­
bands), and guard in the husband's 
absence what Allah orders them to 
guard (e.g., their chastity and their 
husband's property)." (4: 34) 

281. Abu Hurairah ~ .11 ,_,,--;,_; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"When a man calls his wife to his bed, 
and she does not respond and he ( the 
husband) spends the night angry with 
her, the angels curse her until morn­
ing." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In another narration: The Messen­
ger of Allah ~ said, "When a woman 
spends the night away from the bed of 

~ 

& 

~)I j> '-:"'4 -Y,o 

ii..,JI Js, 

> ,,/ 
j'J(➔ :Jt.;; 0y9 

. / 

.iii 

,. .> ./ ,.,,,, %1 ,,, A/ 
~ ~ ~ ;, 

JJ 

t:::.Jf ~ ,, 

~ ..iii ~ J ~;.} cl;\ ;_J. j - '1' A, 
, , 

t;.; '~ti : ~ .{ii\ Jy) Jt.; : Jli 
..;t :ii.._;,\ '" 11 ~1-' 1 '1.: 0 11 

,- , , ~ i$;. /' u- f 

~">WI ~~;1 ~I.; 01~ '.ii~ .s9 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 274 II Riyad-us-Saliheen 

her husband, the angels curse her until 
morning." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In another narration: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "By Him in Whose 
Hand is my life, when a man calls his 
wife to his bed, and she does not 
respond, the One Who is above the 
heaven becomes displeased with her 
until he (her husband) becomes 
pleased with her. " [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith makes it abundantly clear that obedience of the husband 

is compulsory on the wife. If, in the absence of any lawful reason, she refuses to obey 

the orders of her husband, she will be liable to the Wrath and Curse of Allah until she 

returns to obedience. This Hadith has a stem warning for those women who do not 

care for the displeasure of their husbands because of their bad temperament, 

stubbornness and habit of dominating their husbands. 

282. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"It is not lawful for a woman to 
observe (voluntary) fasting without 
the permission of her husband when 
he is at home; and she should not allow 
anyone to enter his house without his 
permission." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: It lays down a principle for a wife that performing Nawafil (voluntary 

acts of worship) at the cost of the husband rights is not permissible. 
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283. lbn 'Umar 1 • i · .. 41 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "All 

of you are guardians and are respon­
sible for your subjects. The ruler is a 
guardian of his subjects, the man is a 
guardian of his family, the woman is a 
guardian and is responsible for her 
husband's house and his offspring; and 
so all of you are guardians and are 
responsible for your subjects." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth ordains every individual in society, whether he is a ruler 

or ruled citizen or even a woman who leads her life within the four walls of her house, 

to perform his duties within his own sphere. Not only that, every person has been 

made responsible to reform the state of affairs in his control and establish equity and 

justice because he will be held accountable for any negligence on his part in this 

respect. 

284. Abu 'Ali Talq bin 'Ali .:.s, .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"When a man calls his wife to satisfy 
his desire, she must go to him even if 

she is occupied with the oven." 
[At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa 'i] 

285. Abu Hurairah ~ 4 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "If I 
were to order anyone to prostrate 
himself before another, I would have 
ordered a woman to prostrate herself 
before her husband." [At-Tirmidhi] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth also shows the unique importance of the wife's 

obedience to her husband within her capacity and as long as he does not order her 

to disobey Allah. 

286. Umm Salamah 4-:--<- .ii i ~ .; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Any woman dies while her husband is 
pleased with her, she will enter 
J annah ." [At- Tinnidhi'] 
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Commentary: The distinction mentioned in this Hadfth is for those women who 

abide by the duties and obligations entrusted to them by Islam and also endeavour to 

keep their husbands happy. Allah ~ J /" will pardon their ordinary acts of omission 

and commission and admit them to Jannah. 

287. Mu'adh bin Jabal .:..- .iii ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Whenever a woman harms her hus­
band in this world (that is without any 
due right), his wife among the (Houris 

in Jannah) says: 'You must not harm 
him. May Allah destroy you! He is only 

a passing guest with you and is about to 
leave you to come to us."' 

[At-Tinnidhi] 
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Commentary: The Islamic Shari'ah commands men to treat their wives with 

kindness. In the same spirit it commands wives to be obedient to their husbands. She 

can hurt the feelings of her husband by using indecent language, immodest conduct, 

immoral actions and making unfair demands which are beyond his means. It is very 

common among women to tease and trouble their husbands by these three practices, 

except for pious women. 
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288. Usamah bin Zaid ~ ..t1 ~.) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "I am 
not leaving behind me a more harmful 
trial for men than women." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

.&1 -_;, - ..l.., ' tL.::..t '._;,J- - '\'AA 
'-? -;,) , .) cj. (J 

c:-S) l_;n : Jt_; ~ ~I .j y 

~
I •. ' II \;'. ~, •1 ~"• o , 

. I.> .T 1.5"' ~ 0 ~ l?~ 

. .Ji- ~ ((~LiJI ~ 

Commentary: According to this Hadfth, women and their beauty are the greatest 

and most disastrous mischief for men. This fact can be easily verified by observation. 

Men are generally constrained to take to corruption and unfair means of income to 

fulfill undue demands of their wives. If women learn to lead a simple life, men will not 

need much to make money through unlawful means. Similarly, it is women who 

compel men to hold all kinds of meaningless customs and ceremonies on marriage 

parties and thereby violate Islamic injunctions, and incur more expenses. If women go 

by the Islamic injunctions, the marriages would become a greater source of happiness 

and pleasure. 

CHAPTER36 

SUSTENTATION OF THE 

MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"The father of the child shall bear 

the cost of the mother's food and 
clothing on a reasonable basis." 
(2:233) 

"Let the rich man spend according 
to his means, and the man whose 
resources are restricted, let him spend 
according to what Allah has given him. 
Allah puts no burden on any person 
beyond what He has given him." (65:7) 

"And whatsoever you spend of any­
thing (in Allah's Cause), He will 
replace it." (34:39) 
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289. Abu Hurairah ~ ...t1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A dinar you spend in Allah's way, or 
to free a slave, or as a charity you give 
to a needy person, or to support your 
family, the one yielding the greatest 
reward is that which you spend on your 
family. " [Muslim] 

4 • < . . ,._,::-::---; , 

~t 

Commentary: A Muslim is ordained to spend first of all on the need of his wife and 

children and their food and clothes. There is greater reward for him in this because 

these expenses are obligatory on him while spending on other items is in the nature of 

Nawafil. Obviously, one cannot forego the former for the latter. 

290. Thauban bin Bujdud .:.s- ...t1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The most excellent dinar is one that a 

person spends on his family, and the 
dinar which he spends on his riding­
animal in the way of Allah (in Jihad), 

and the dinar he spends on his 
companions in the way of Allah." 
[Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth relates to the same subject which has been mentioned in 

the previous Hadfth. It stresses that men of small means should first of all spend on 

their own families and children. It is in fact an act of great merit. After fulfilling their 

needs, if he still has something left with him then he can spend it on other items in the 

order of precedence mentioned in the Hadfth. 

291. Umm Salamah 4-:--,- ..t i ~ J 

reported: I asked Messenger of Allah 
~ , "Would I be rewarded for what I 
spend on Abu Salamah's sons? For I 
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can't let them go here and there (to 
beg people)." Messenger of Allah ~ 
replied, "Spend on them and you will 
be rewarded for what you spend on 
them." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Although parents spend money on their children out of their natural 

love for them, Allah is so Gracious that He not only rewards them for it, but He gives 

it in greater proportion than what they spend on other meritorious items. 

292. Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas =- 41 ~) 

reported in a Hadfth included in the 
chapter of Intention, that Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "Whatever you spend 
seeking thereby the Pleasure of Allah, 
will have its reward, even the morsel 
which you put in the mouth of your 
wife." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~~ ';'""'JJ Y:'.f .:r. ~ :..iJ -Y 4\ Y 

~ ~l;;_jj '-?+JI 0fa1 ~~ ~ ~ 4 1 

41 J , , 01 .:".Ji ._,l_; . ....,\.:SJ , J"f .r-') ,, . . ~ ; , , .J 

Commentary: This Had'ith also highlights the point that one should feed his family 

and children with the intention that it has been ordained by Allah. In that case, this 

natural instinct will become an act of worship for which he will be rewarded. 

293. Abu Mas'ud,AI-Badri =- 41 ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "When 
someone spends on his family seeking 
his reward for it from Allah, it is 
counted as a charity from him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

- •.:J1~ ' •' \: -- _y\f :.ri' J '-?j . _..,.,........ c../:, ,y) 

'.~:\ \;\II ·JL; .;,i;:;; • : 11 ·, :, 'I 
~ .)~ . ~ '-E" ~ ,~ 4.11 

~ \~~ , :.,:_~ ~ ~\ J;, y~, 

Commentary: 'Seeking his reward' means that one is supporting his family as a duty 

entrusted by Allah. It is also warranted by compassion for the near ones. A person who 

does it as a duty ordained by Allah and shows mercy to his deserving relatives to attain 

His Pleasure then what he spends with this intention on his children will be eligible for 

reward from Allah. 
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294. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 

~ .iii ~ J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Neglecting one's own 
dependents is a reason enough for a 
man to commit a sin." [Abu Dawud] 

The narration in Muslim is: Mes­
senger of Allah ~ said, "It is enough 
sin for a person to hold back the due of 
one whose provision is in his hand." 

:JL; Q 

~:rJ~ Jsn 

, , 

·•_d'J ;J1; _;i ;1JJ 

Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that negligence in matter of maintenance of 

one's family is such a great sin that if a person is free from all other sins, this one alone 

will be enough to make him accountable before Allah. The words used in this Hadfth 

are so comprehensive that they include servants and slaves besides family and children 

because he is also equally responsible for their maintenance. Thus, this Hadfth makes 

it evident that it is the responsibility of the head of the family to provide the necessities 

of life to all his dependents; and any negligence on his part in this respect is a great sin. 

295. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Two 
angels descend every morning, and one 
says: 'O Allah, give him who spends 
something, in place of what he spends.' 

The other one says: 'O Allah, give 
destruction to him who withholds.'" 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ ..iii ~ J ~;.:; c1;1 ~J - Y°io 

' ·' •' '. \;n : Jl.i .,,~ • :I\ ~1 
~ -i Y- ,X ~ '-?; 

J ~-: -0~ .'.- 0~ -.J1 w ~Lll .J-°-:P , .r. , . ,., ., , , 

4 w;. 1~: ~f ~~\\ : ~l.;.f 
~ .b1-1 ~ \\ :_;.½1 J.,¾_:; 

.IC,_._ ((1 ~ ,: 
• ":--"' '-""-" WU., 

Commentary: This Hadfth provides justification to pray for virtuous people to get 

better than what they have spent, and to destroy the wealth of the niggardly who refuse 

to spend in the way of Allah. 

296. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
upper hand is better than the lower 
one (i.e., the spending hand is better 

J • 

.i:J\ll :Jli ~ ~I c}- ~J - Y°ii 

i.'.l:I' ,1: iq _d1 ~ "•~ t::i;J1 
. ) ~ ,. ,X ~ -

0l5 \; ~~\ ~) ,J;3 ~ 
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than the receiving hand); and begin 
( charity) with those who are under 
your care; and the best charity is that 
which given out of surplus; and he who 
asks (Allah) to help him abstain from 
the unlawful and the forbidden, Allah 
will fulfill his wish; and he who seeks 
self-sufficiency will be made self­
sufficient by Allah." [Al-Bukhari] 

,J:,~ ~_:; ,.&\ 

·(?,:>~\ 

Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the importance of spending in the way of 

Allah, preference of one's family and children over others, and chasteness and 

contentment. It also tells us that Allah helps one in getting what one prays for. 

CHAPTER37 

SPENDING FAVOURITE 

THINGS FOR ALLAH'S SAKE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"By no means shall you attain Al­

Birr (piety, righteousness - here it 
means Allah's reward, i.e., Jannah), 

unless you spend (in Allah's Cause) of 
that which you love." (3:92) 

"0 you who believe! Spend of the 
good things which you have (legally) 
earned, and of that which We have 
produced from the earth for you, and 
do not aim at that which is bad to 
spend from it." (2:267) 

297. Anas ~ .Ji 1 ~ J reported: Abu 
Talhah ~ .Ji 1 ~ J was the richest 
among the Ansar of Al-Madinah and 
possessed the largest property from 

~? 

&> 

[ ~.,. 
r;x 

~ L..,. JL.i,;':¥1 '-:"'~ -'rV 

~I (.rJ 

~\ 
',I!,,,,,,,, 

J➔ :Ji;; Ji.i 1)\.:.: i 1 
~ 

JTJ ~5 ,.~ 
~ 

,,. > 
:01~ 0~ \_,• ! ·7 

,,,, -:;., 

.:t~' G::ir; ➔ :Jt;; Jti_:; 

.,~ ,... ..... 

y,I 0lS 

J~\r1 
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palm-trees, and among his possessions 
what he loved most, was his garden 
known as Bairuha' which was opposite 
the mosque, and Messenger of Allah 

, ~l_;.;; ~l ~1_,_;f ~f 0\.5:; 

0\SJ , ~\ fi/ 0 ~ ~\SJ 
0 , J O J, 

'. ~ - •" \+1->-~ ~ ..iii J ..:.) 
~ often visited it and drank from its · ~ · .r-'-J - ~ ~ ✓ 
fresh water. When this Ayah was L:Ll : ~ ~f J L; J 1: ~ ~ \_;; 

revealed: "By no means shall you 
attain Al-Birr (piety, righteousness -
here it means Allah 's reward, i.e. , 
Jannah) , unless you spend (in Allah's 
Cause) of that which you love," (3:92), 
Abu Talhah came to Messenger of 
Allah ~ and said, "Allah says in His 
Book: 'By no means shall you attain 
Al-Birr, unless you spend (in Allah's 
Cause) of that which you love,' and the 
dearest of my property is Bairuha' so I 
have given it as Sadaqah (charity) for 
Allah 's sake, and I anticipate its 
reward with Him; so spend it, 0 
Messenger of Allah, as Allah guides 
you." Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Well-done! That is profit earning 
property. I have heard what you have 
said, but I think you should spend it on 
your nearest relatives." So Abu Talhah 

,:..&, .ii i ~ J distributed it among nearest 
relatives and cousins. [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

,.__,,.,., .- ~ -, 

..iii J_?.> ~ : J~ ~ ~I Jr.> 
iju J➔ : ~ JJf J~ ..ti 0t 
, • :...~1 \1 -, 4 ;;,, >. .,, • ,, ,, 1 , ~ ., 
-=---- '--';;-' "'t<J~ ~ I_µ &- ~\ 

..ii t;_i;, ~1 - ,tl,;.''' •I\ II_;; µ ~ '-?~ ~ 

..iii ~ t_;, -;.ij' t_;. • "f J, ~ 
• .J -'!,Y.J 

2;. ..iii J_?.) ~ ~ -J~ 
: ~ ..iii J.?.> J~ , i1 i:11) 
,, ,, \ ,, ,.,. \ 

JI_;; ~~ '61.) JI_;; ~) '-6 11 
'j OJ J ,, 

.jl.J ,-.:.J.; I_;; ~ .'.l;:; 'C:'.\J 
((~)~1 _) ~ ~f '-5) 
J , - r ' 1 ::H : ~ 'f J ~ _,...,, J - u-- Y. 

,.,t, ,, o, _,-t ,,,, 
'~lt.;\ _) ~ yl ~ ,..iii 

~ ,_ ·- ,, 
• . J--"-=--o • ~ --i:'-J 

. - - •-II . • , H , I. JI.,:; ll . .;,iz ;j.' 
~ cl, <.?-!) ~ ) . ~ .,. 

,~\.:.:.JI ~l)½J ~..I>- .,..._ii ~t;i½ llc/;llJ \::/;ll 

. ~_:; ~d1 ~ l.)_,~_:; ,j..: 
Commentary: ,, ... - .. 

1. This Hadfth mentions the spirit of obedience to Allah and His Prophet ~ and effort 
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which the Companions of the Prophet ~ made for attaining a higher status in virtue. 

2. To spend the best of one's property in the way of Allah is a sign of perfection of 

Faith. 

3. In the matter of Sadaqat (alms giving and charity), preference must be given to 

one's closest relations, provided they are poor and stand in need of help, otherwise, 

these should be spent on other deserving people. 

CHAPTER38 

URGING ONE'S KITH AND 

KIN TO OBEY ALLAH AND 

REFRAIN FROM EVILS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And enjoin Sal.at (the prayer) on 
your family, and be patient in offering 
them (i.e., the Sal.at)." (20:132) 

"0 you who believe! Ward off 
yourselves and your families against 
a Fire (Hell), whose fuel is men and 
stones." (66:6) 

298. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: Al-Hasan bin 'Ali .iii ~ J 

~ took one of the dates of the 

Sadaqah ( charity) and put it in his 

mouth, whereupon Messenger of Allah 

~ said, "Leave it, leave it, throw it 

away. Do you not know that we do not 

eat the Sadaqah ( charity)?" 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

o.)~JlJ J.Al .,,..1 '-:'_;..J '-:'~ -rA 

.iii ~~ 4-J .} :,r )l....J _;r.j,:-JI 
t , - , , 

'l'ir-~\;J :Wl.:.s.JI (f ~J ,J~ 
~ ~ '-:'~J, :.r ~J 

~_µ~ ~ _;t➔ : J~ .ii i J~ 

j LJJ [1n :uJ ~~ ~~ 
µT (~ ~1; &)1 Li~~,, :J~ 

[, : r-oi'31J ~GC ~~ 

t.J '~ ,i _:, 1 

~ ((~!ii~I 

'.:~ .,;..~)) . ,iii~ 
CC ·~ 

yt '1 ~1 ~ 
. Ji 
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2 L,. A Jli;_, , ~WI ~~t Jli; ll(j (j» 

~ ~ ;.-j L :<: ~ _, ·0P1 

Commentary: This Hadith emphasizes the following points: 

1. Sadaqah is not lawful for the Prophet ~ and his family. His family here means Banu 

Hashim and Banu Abdul-Muttalib. 

2. Proper upbringing of children is extremely important. They must be prohibited by 

parents from such things which are indecent and unbecoming. 

3. What is collected as Sadaqah is a national trust. The houses and institution where it 

is collected and kept, should take strict care of its proper utilization. It is the duty of the 

custodians of Sadaqat that they protect them and give them to the deserving people. 

299. 'Umar bin Abu Salamah .&1 ~ J 

~ reported: I was a boy under the care 

of Messenger of Allah ~ ' and my hand 
would wander about in the dish. 

Messenger of Allah ~ said to me 
"Mention Allah 's Name (i.e., say 
Bismillah before you start eating), eat 
with your right hand and eat from what 
is near to you." I always followed this 
way of eating after this incident. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

0r:J ~ J +.-½I ~ 0 .&1~ ;J.:;, 
0 

• ~'>Ii. ,~ ~5 · J~ .;,i.:; 'I 
~ ~ . ~ ~ 

~· _},: L?f ~ls'_, * ..ti ~_?~ 
,. ,... ,,.,,,, ,,. 

-.iii J ' , I JlA! -~1 . .r" J '-:f- , ~ 

JS., -J~ 41)\ ~ r'1l ~)) :* 
...:.JI J~ ci ~ ~ 01< ' ~ II'.,. , u-J , '~---; 

.ili ,_._ -~ -~:L. ~ 
• <>"-'-4 . ~ , 

Commentary: This Hadith brings the following points into focus: 

1. Teaching good manners and morals to the children. 

2. One must start his meals with Bismillah (Begin with the Name of Allah) and take his 

share of food from the side of vessel in front of him, if all are eating from one vessel. If 

there are many varieties of fruit on the table then one can choose freely. 

3. If a child makes any mistake, he should be corrected right away because that proves 

more effective and is engraved in his mind and heart. 
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300. Ibn 'Umar 1 , g · .. .& 1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"All of you are guardians and are 
responsible for your subjects. The ruler 
is a guardian and responsible for his 
subjects; the man is a guardian of his 
family; the woman is guardian in her 
husband's house and responsible for 
her wards; a servant is guardian of his 
master's property and responsible for 
his ward. So all of you are guardians 
and are responsible for your subjects." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

y .&1 ~ J '_;J, 0 1 .j-3 -Y"• • 

:J~ ~ .&1 Jr1 ~ :Jli 

~ j_;t O: ;fs., -~J ;is)) 
, 

~ j_;t' :_, -~J r\;~I ,?1 
J;\ ~ ~1-Y,)1., -~=:~) 
~, I, ~\, , 1 I: • , , , j j, : : 
~ J • ..,,..., J -~J ~ ,./ 

, , , 
o ,,,. ~ o > o ..... ,,,. I : __ o • o,... • 

,y, .r--4 J ~ JJ s-::-: 0 
• , J \; . I , , l.~.k 1+·0 C. , 
~~ , -1-- t J i~ J • ,. , J 

I,,, ~ < \ <~ : 6,, ~ ,,,. j O ! 0 -- ,,,. t,'J ,-- ,,.,) ~ y-" J , 

Commentary: This Hadith ordains every individual in society, whether a ruler or 

ruled or even a woman who leads her life within the four walls of her house, to 

perform one's duties within one's own sphere. 

301. 'Amr bin Shu'aib reported on ~ 1 :.; ''; :: ',. 0 .J? :.; J - Y" • ' 
his father's authority that his 

grandfather ......:...J. .& 1 ~ _; said: 

, , , 

Jr1 Jt_; : Jli ~ .&1 ~ ) ~~ :.; 

~~~ ;..L'l..,f v;n : ~ ~1 

, , , '. I' , . , , ; C_\ :_; ~ 
rY.~J •~ ~ I .., 

, ,.... 0 ,,, -; , 

years old, and beat them for (not lj)., •? a~I ~J -~ 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Command your children to perform 

Salat (prayer) when they are seven 

offering) it when they are ten, and do 
not let (boys and girls) sleep together." 
[Abu Dawud] 

, , 0 

:,.:..;_ ~~ i1e-~I ~ t,_;-:: 

Commentary: This Hadith highlights the following points: 

1. The importance of the prescribed five daily Sa/at (prayers). 

2. When warranted by the situation, it is permissible to beat children for their proper 

upbringing and education. But this should not be in any case violent and aggressive. It 

should rather be done in a manner that the child does not suffer any physical injury 

and receives the right type of training. It is an absurd theory that children should be 
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given a free hand, and leave alone the corporal punishment, they should not even be 

rebuked on doing something wrong. Suitable punishment is essential for their proper 

training and education. 

3. Muslim jurists have written that like Salat, other injunctions of Shari'ah should also 

be instilled in the minds of children, and if possible, they should also be given practical 

training for their performance. For instance, they should be made to observe Saum 

(fast) occasionally in accordance with their age and capacity during the month of 

Ramadan, so that the importance of obligation of fasting is impressed on their minds 

in an early age. This exercise will prove very fruitful when they attain maturity. They 

will then be conscious that for a Muslim, fasting in the month of Ramadan is 

compulsory like the five daily Salat. 

4. A child generally does not attain maturity at the age of ten years, but nevertheless 

he does acquire some sense. It is, therefore, necessary that rather than putting children 

in one bed they are provided separate beds once they reach the age of 10, especially 

children of the opposite sex. 

302. Sabrah bin Ma'bad Al-Juhani ~ ii ~_;..:.. ~) c.1;i :_;:, -Y' • Y 

..:..- .& 1 ~ J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Teach a boy Salat (the 
prayer) when he attains the age of 
seven years, and punish him (if he does 
not offer it) at ten." [Abu Dawud and 
Tirmidhi] 

The narration in Abu Dawud is: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Order a 
boy to perform Satat (the prayer) when 
he is seven years old." 

. ~ ~~ : J~J . ~:½_?l3 u_,1; 

~ ; :. 11 1/;)) ,~1, ~\ Ll_:; 

_(1~ • ", ~1: \~\ o~L 
i..r.::-:'(:::"'c- ~- ; 

Commentary: Obviously only such teachers and parents can persuade the children 

to perform Salat who are themselves very strict about it. In the early period of Islam, 

one could not even think of a Muslim who ignored it. It is very unfortunate indeed that 

in the present-day Muslim societies, a large majority of Muslims are careless about this 

fundamental religious duty. In such a state of affairs who would instruct and persuade 

them to perform this religious obligation of the first order? 
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CHAPTER39 

RIGHTS OF NEIGHBOURS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
''Worship Allah and join none with 

Him (in worship); and do good to 
parents, kinsfolk, orphans, Al-Masakin 

(the poor), the neighbour who is near 
of kin, the neighbour who is a 
stranger, the companion by your side, 
the wayfarer (you meet), and those 
(slaves) whom your right hands pos­
sess." ( 4:36) 

303. Ibn 'Umar and 'Ai.shah 4 1 ~ _; 

r-P reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Jibril kept recommending treat­

ing neighbours with kindness until I 
thought he would assign a share of 
inheritance." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

JG:JI j;. ~4 -r'\ 

~ ~ }IJ 

Commentary: This Hadfth illustrates the importance of nice treatment to 

neighbours in Islam. 

304. Abu Dharr ;J. .iii~_; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ commanded me 
thus, "O Abu Dharr! Whenever you 
prepare a broth, put plenty of water in 
it, and and give some of it to your 
neighbours." [Muslim] 

In another narration of Muslim, 

narrated Abu Dharr ;J. .iii ~ _;: My 
friend, (Messenger of Allah ~ ) 
advised me saying, "Whenever you 

~ ..iii Cri'J ~:, cl;\ cf) -r'. t 

~.) ½\ ~)) : ~ .&1 j_,..:,J Jtj : J(; 

'~~\; ~t 'i;_; ~ l~l 
. ~ ;1:;'j 11.i1'1~ l;~j 

~ 0t : Jl.i ~:, c,f,1 :}- ;j il.:ic! ci,J 

~ 1~p) :~w,3\ ~ ~ 

0. _:µ1 ~1 ~ .;~~ ~t ~; 
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prepare a broth, put plenty of water in 
it, and give some to your neighbours 
and then give them out of this with 
courtesy." 

Commentary: This Hadith makes it clear that Islam does not like a Muslim to 

ignore his poor neighbour and eat up everything himself. It stresses that one must take 

care of his poor neighbours. If a person is not in a position to do more, he should at 

least add some water in the broth he cooks for his own food and send a portion of it to 

his deserving neighbour. It leads us to the conclusion that a Muslim should in no case 

be unmindful of his neighbour and if he is well-to-do, he should be all the more 

charitable to his neighbours. 

305. Abu Hurairah ......:.....- .iii ~ ) ~ .&\ ~ J ~;.} ~\ ~J - Y", 0 
reported: The Prophet ~ said, "By 
Allah, he is not a believer! By Allah, he , ~~ '1 4 \J ll : J t,; ~ ~ I 0 \ 
is not a believer! By Allah, he is not a 
believer." It was asked, "Who is that, 
0 Messenger of Allah?" He said, "One 
whose neighbour does not feel safe 
from his evil." [Al-Bukhfui and Mus­

lim] 
Another narration of Muslim is: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "He will 
not enter Jannah whose neighbour is 
not secure from his wrongful conduct." 

, -f, < 
~ 11 !~\y ~)-~- ~~ '1 l?+Jln 

. Ji 

Commentary: This Hadith reveals that hurting or troubling a neighbour is such a 

serious offence that it causes Allah's Wrath, and thus punishment in Hell. 

306. Abu Hurairah ......:.....- .iii ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"O Muslim women! No one of you 
should consider insignificant (a gift) to 
give to her neighbour even if it is (a gift 
of) the trotters of a sheep. " [Al­
Bukhiirf and Muslim] 

:~.&1 J.,.:.)J t,; :Jt,;~1-Y"'.i 

1' L,;. ~,- 0

: 'i 0w..:.J 1 .:L.:.; \_; )) J . ~ , , , -

.Ji '-·- 11;;G : ,. ,,, 1/ t;J 
- r.r'-4 , -fi' _r, y J 't:'.) . , 
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Commentary: This Hadfth means that neighbours should present gifts to each 

other. The rich men and the poor according to their means. One who is poor should 

not think that what he is presenting to his neighbour is not worthy of giving. Even his 

humble gift, provided it is presented with sincerity, will find acceptance with Allah. 

According to the Noble Qur'an: ~.J:, Jli:.. ~~~"So whosoever does good equal to 

the weight of an ant ( or a small ant) shall see it. " (99:7) 

It is, however, better for a rich person to present a gift which goes well with his means. 

He should not give anything to his neighbour which is stale or which he does not like 

for himself because apart from insincerity, such a thing shows his contempt for the 

neighbour while gift is, in fact , a token of sincerity and brotherhood. 

307. Abu Hurairah ......:...J- .:il l ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"No one should prohibit his neighbour 

from placing a peg in his wall." Abu 

Hurairah -w- .&1 ~ .J added: Now I see 

you turning away from this (Sunnah), 

but by Allah, I shall go on proclaiming 

it. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: The importance of the injunction contained in this Hadith comes into 

prominence in localities comprising huts and tents, or at places where the two 

neighbours still have common walls between their houses. (In big cities each house has 

its own independent walls.) In any case, it is evident from this Hadith that a Muslim 

should be considerate of his neighbours. Islam ordains us to co-operate and 

sympathize with them. All Muslims are likened to a body each organ of which is linked 

with the other. In the light of this injunction, one can very well understand the rights of 

the neighbours in Islam. 

308. Abu Hurairah ......:...J- .& I ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"He who believes in Allah and the Last 
' ,_r;-'11 ,i_,;11.J .&L ~~ 0\5 ~II 
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Day let him not harm his neighbour; 
and he who believes in Allah and the 
Last Day let him show hospitality to his 
guest; and he who believes in Allah 
and the Last Day let him speak good 
or remain silent." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

~ L.a.l I v"" 4_; 

Commentary: This Hadith unfolds the fruits of Faith. One who does not have the 

qualities mentioned in it, is deprived of the blessings of the Faith. Faith of such a 

person is like a fruitless tree, or a flower without fragrance, or a body without soul. 

309. Abu Shuraih Al-Khuza'i .&1 ~ J 

~ reported: The Prophet ~ said, "He 
who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day, let him be kind to his neighbour; 
and he who believes in Allah and the 
Last Day, let him show hospitality to 
his guest; and he who believes in Allah 
and the Last Day, let him either speak 
good or remain silent." [Muslim] 

310. 'A..ishah ~ .&1 ~J reported: I 
said, "O Messenger of Allah ~ ' I have 
two neighbours, to which of them 
should I send a present?" He ~ 
replied, "To the one whose door is 
nearer to you." [Al-Bukhari] 

~ ) ~1;J1 <;-) ~f :}-y - ~ • °i 

0l5 ~n :Jl.i ~ ~I ~f ~ .iii 

~ -r '11 ,i .,;]1_, .Ji~ ~~ 
.JJL ~~ 0l5 ,J°J -~::>~ Jl 
,J°J -~::::. r# -r'l 1 ,r;.1 1_, 

-~'11 ,i.,;J1_-; .Ji~ ~~ 0l5 
_., 0 , o .... 

I, . I~-, • 
.r.> c...r::""' 

· ~ l?~~I LSJJJ ,.b!JI 14 
~ .&1 ~) ~~ :}-y - ~,. 

J ~l .Ji1 J.?~ ½ :~ :~i.; 
,,, l .,,t ,.. .,.. 

:JL; ~ ~I \'.~I Jl.9 ,.' ' \;.. '-? , ~ ;. 0J . 
olJJ II l.:G ~ ~)\ ~p) 

. ~Jb yiJ 'l?~WI 

Commentary: When a Muslim does not have the means to present gifts to his 

neighbours and wants to present a gift only to one of them, he should go by the 

principle laid down in this Hadith . The principle enunciated here is: "One who is the 

nearest neighbour, should have precedence over all others." 
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311. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .&1 ~_; 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "The best of companions with 
Allah is the one who is best to his 
companions, and the best of neigh­
bours to Allah is the one who is the 
best of them to his neighbour." [At­
Tinnidhi] 

41 ~'j ;.}- 0 4L_~ :),J -~,' 
, , 

:~ ;1!1 Jy~ JL; :JL; y 

Jt;i .&1 ~ ';'~ \11 ~)) 
~.)l~I,,:, L.a.J'',,: , , -; rJ -~ ,r->'r 
; I :J, (( 0 w o J J o : I L,;;.3 .& I ./ ,~ . , ~ .r.:-> -->' 

,:.,..;. ~~ : JL;J &-½J.li 

Commentary: Companion is a common word which covers companions in journey 

and stay. Muslims are ordained to treat all of them nicely. But one's neighbour has 

precedence over others. Nice treatment to him is the best means to attain a distinctive 

place with Allah. 

CHAYfER40 

KIND TREATMENT TOWARDS 

PARENTS AND 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TIES 

OF BLOOD RELATIONSIDP 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

''Worship Allah and join none with 
Him (in worship); and do good to 

_:r.J.ll_,)t ~ ._;,~ -t• 

ib-.;~I ~J 

parents, kinsfolk, orphans, Al-Masakin ~t _;.::'if_:; ~_; .... :lH -s~; 
(the poor), the neighbour who is near 

of kin, the neighbour who is a 
stranger, the companion by your side, 

the wayfarer (you meet), and those 
(slaves) whom your right hands pos­

sess." ( 4:36) 

"And fear Allah through Whom you 
demand (your mutual rights), and (do 

not cut the relations of) the wombs 

~1 _)~.1_; ~_;.jjf <Sj .Xlf_; 
/ ,,,. . ,,. . 

\;" ~\ · •1,- ~t ~~t .J / .,_ ,;t..) ;- . ;, :- / .J 

JL;J [n , : ,LJI] ~~ ~ 

~ft 5Jt.s .$J ~\ ~r;➔ : J~ 
:J~ JL;J [' : ,L]\] ~~(j')i{; 

t 5).,;. Zi:Jt ➔ 
.. :11 Ji ,:.,I ZA> 

/;, 
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(kinship)." (4:1) 

"And those who JOID that which 

Allah has commanded to be joined 

(i.e., they are good to their relatives 

and do not sever the bond of kin­

ship)." (13:21) 

"And we have enjoined on man to be 

good and dutiful to his parents." 

(29:8) 

"And your Rubb has decreed that 
you worship none but Him. And that 

you be dutiful to your parents. If one 

of them or both of them attain old age 

in your life, say not to them a word of 

disrespect, nor shout at them but 

address them in terms of honour. 

And lower unto them the wing of 

submission and humility through 

mercy, and say: 'My Rubb! Bestow on 

them Your Mercy as they did bring me 

up when I was young.'" (17:23,24) 

"And We have enjoined on man (to 

be dutiful and good) to his parents. 

His mother bore him in weakness and 

hardship upon weakness and hard­

ship, and his weaning is in two years­

give thanks to Me and to your 
parents." (31:14) 

312. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud =- .iii ~ J 

reported: I asked the Prophet ~ , 

"Which of the deeds is loved most by 

Allah?" Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Salat at its proper time." I asked, 

"What next?" He ~ replied, 

"Kindness to parents." I asked, 

JLJ_:; [n : ~ .,JI] ;;__/) I ~j_,:,_; 

~c~ ~~~ zµi, ~__,_;,, : J~ 
-➔ : J~ JL;3 [A : ..::., ;s:;,i1] 

.,,,,,. .,,, .,,, .,,,,. ,::; .,,,,>,,,,. / C,y /,, 

~\ .!.l-½: ~ ~~ ~} 

.q~ ;:t d ~ ~ ~¾ 1' ~~ 
~.)=, -{~ 1:~1 j; c.~ 
q, ~ J1, c.~ ~ ~\J 

~~ ~9.~ f ~J ~3 j~ 
:~L_;_; JL,;3 [rt ,'1''1" : , l_:,...:.,'{ I] 

~ ,,,,,,. / >> / / ,, .,,, // ~ 

~I ~\c, ~ ~--' ~--' Jc c.;_:; 

.[,t :0Wl] ~4~~)-) ~ 
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"What next?" He replied, "Jihad in the . , , ~ , > > •> 
I ', • ; ~III : J \j ~ :S_ I ;:_; : ..:.J.; 

way of Allah." '-F; cl- a I 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] . ~ ~ 11.iil 

Commentary: Performance of Sa/at at the stated time means its performance in 

earliest prescribed or at least its regularity. One should not give preference to 

mundane affairs over it. Sa/at and Jihad are the two most meritorious duties of a 

Muslim. When nice treatment to parents is mentioned along with Sa/at and Jihad, it 

gives further importance to thjs injunction. 

313. Abu Hurairah ~ <JJI ~ .> 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"No son can repay (the kindness shown 
by his father) unless he finds him a 
slave and buys him and emancipates 
him." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith also brings out the eminence of parents and outstanding 

importance of their rights. 

314. Abu Hurairah ~ <JJI ~.> 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day, let him be hospitable to his guest; 

and he who believes in Allah and the 
Last Day, let him maintain good the 
ties of blood relationship; and he who 
believes in Allah and the Last Day, 
must speak good or remain silent." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

01 ~ .iii ~~ ~f ~) -Y"\t 

~~ ~ls' ~ii :Jli ~ .iii J.?~ 

' ~:: ;, r? • ~'JI ,i .r.1 I J ,& ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith is mentioned here to highlight the importance of 

kindness to relatives. It enjoins considerate treatment to relatives and stresses that one 

should maintain relationship with them at all costs. So much so that even if they 

misbehave and sever relations with him, one should make efforts to restore not only 

relationship with them but also their rights. This is what kindness to relatives really 

means. Islam has laid great stress on it. Relatives include both paternal and maternal 

relatives. 
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315. Abu Hurairah .....:..J- ...t1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah created all the creatures and 
when He finished the task of His 
creation, Ar-Rahm (ties of relation­
ship) said: '(O Allah) at this place I 
seek refuge with You against severing 
my ties.' Allah said: 'That I treat with 
kindness those who treat you with 
kindness and sever ties with those 
who sever ties with you. ' It said: 'I am 
satisfied.' Allah said: 'Then this is 
yours."' Then Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Recite this Ayah if you like: 
'Would you then, if you were given the 
authority, do mischief in the land, and 
sever your ties of kinship? Such are 
they whom Allah has cursed, so that 
He has made them deaf and blinded 
their sight.'" (47:22,23) [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

The words in Al-Bukhari are: Mes­

senger of Allah ~ said, "Allah ~ J / 

says: 'He who maintains good ties with 
you, I maintain good ties with him; and 
he who severs your ties, I sever ties 
with him.'" 

:~ .&1 J_?:; Jt_; :J t_; ~., -f\o 

l~l J.;_ _;W1 J;. J~ .&\ 0lll 
: -.:Jli; , ~:,JI ~L; ;~: ~ I/ 
.~;-~;11 ~ ~ ~w1 r~ Iii 
~ ~\ ~\ ~') ~\ ~ :JL; 

:-.:.3L; ~~ ~ ~\_, -~J 
,,, ,., , .,, ,,, I,... ,,, 

Jl; ~ -41 ~j_; : J\; -~ 

: ;.~~ ;. ~l IJ~)ln :m .&1 J_?~ 
• '1 > ~~ ✓, ·; t:- •> - ✓ ✓ 1 ~:).._ 
~ IJ~ 0 ,-.:.:.>' ,: .. { ~ c..JT'l' 

&J1 S0) ~'3 ~ ~~t ~S"-l1 

~~~ ~'-' ~~ ,,.-1, r~J 

~ ~ I ,,, -,, 
'~J , ~ j ~ II 

Commentary: This Hadfth also stresses the importance of proper treatment with 

relatives for the reason that this is a special means of attaining the nearness and Mercy 

of Allah. A conduct contrary to it, that is to say, devouring the rights of relatives and 

continuation of estrangement with them, is the cause of displeasure and Wrath of Allah. 

316. Abu Hurairah .....:..J- ..ii i ~ ) 

reported: A person came to Messen­
ger of Allah ~ and asked, "Who 
among people is most deserving of 
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my fine treatment?" He ~ said, "Your 
mother." He again asked, "Who 
next?" "Your mother," the Prophet 

~ replied again. He asked, "Who 
next?" He (the Prophet ~) said 
again, "Your mother." He again 
asked, "Then who?" Thereupon he 
~ said," Then your father." 

In another narration: "O Messenger 
of Allah! Who is most deserving of my 
fine treatment?" He ~ said, "Your 
mother, then your mother, then your 
mother, then your father, then your 
nearest, then nearest." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

, , , 

j;-i ✓ <11J\ J~~ ~ :flJ! _i,J 
.,, ., .,,. , l ,,, , 
~ ,..:,L;\n : Ju ~~I ~ 
,...,....'f_.,.,J ,... t,,.,J ,...,[,..,> ,.,,t 
!Jt.;;1 ~ d½I ~ , ..:,L;\ ~ , ..:,L;i 

. ((iJG;f 

~II ::.1_;;_; -~1 :~ ((b; .. ..;,J1_;11 

: ~f , -,;J.i;..; ~ .:;., ~ ~ 1~ (ti.id 

1~_; uiJ ;f ~II : ~1_;! _i,J i.l~( ~ ~ 

-~') 

Commentary: This Had'ith tells us that the rights of the mother are three times 

more important than that of the father for the reasons that: 

1. She is weaker than the father. 

2. The following three troubles are borne exclusively by the mother while the father 

does not share them with her: 

a) She carries the baby in her womb for nine months, 

b) The labor pain which she suffers. 

c) Two years' period of suckling which disturbs her sleep at night and affects her 

health. She has also to be very cautious in her food for the welfare of the baby. 

317. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "May 
he be disgraced! May he be disgraced! 
May he be disgraced, whose parents, 
one or both, attain old age during his 
life time, and he does not enter Jannah 

(by rendering being dutiful to them)." 
[Muslim] 

:J\i ~ ~I :j- ~J -f\V 

~~ ~ -~f ~~ ~ -~1 ~) 
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Commentary: The word "Ragham" i~_., means soil. When a person's nose is soiled, 

it is a mark of his extreme humiliation. This metaphor carries a curse for an 

unfortunate person who does not win the pleasure of Allah by serving and obeying his 

parents. In fact, it is a malediction as well as a prediction of someone's inauspicious 

end. Service of parents is essential at every stage of their life - whether they are young 

or old. But this Had'ith mentions their old age for the reason that in that period of their 

life they stand in greater need of care and service. It is a very callous offense to leave 

them at the mercy of circumstances when they are old, senile and depend on others for 

their needs. To neglect them at that stage is a major sin for which one deserves Hell­

fire. 

318. Abu Hurairah ......:,_,, 41 ~) 

reported: A man said to Messenger 
of Allah ~: "I have relatives with 
whom I try to keep the ties of 
relationship but they sever relations 
with me; and whom I treat kindly but 
they treat me badly, I am gentle with 
them but they are rough to me." He ~ 
replied, "If you are as you say, it is as if 
you are feeding them hot ashes, and 
you will be with a supporter against 
them from Allah as long as you 
continue to do so." [Muslim] 

, ' , . r-1-- ~\.JJ ((~~ ~ ~; ~ 

•L~:i1 .. I\ • <" .81 ; '. 11' ,~ !,II , ':!"'""' rJ , r4 ~J 
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,~\;\ Zr ~i: ~ :+ _;.J ~wl ,t;_:,i1 
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Commentary: This Hadfth has three important lessons: 

First, the misbehaviour of one's relative is no justification for the misbehaviour of 

another, let alone the severing of relations on that account. 

Second, the person who treats his relatives nicely in all events and circumstances is 

blessed by Allah Who will send from heaven helpers to support him. 

Third, the consequence of denying compassion and kindness to relatives is as woeful as 

the eating of hot ashes. 

319. Anas ~ 41 ~.J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "He who 
desires ample provisions and his life be 
prolonged, should maintain good ties 
with his blood relations." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

;;; t 
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Commentary: One who is benevolent and compassionate towards one's own 

relatives, stands to gain at least two definite advantages in this world besides the 

reward in the next. These two advantages are the increase in his subsistence and 

longevity of life. 

Increase in subsistence means that Almighty Allah will increase the quantity of his 

worldly goods or his means of subsistence will be blessed by Him. Similar is the case of 

longevity of life. The life of such person is either actually increased (in terms of years) 

or his life is graced with the Blessings of Allah. Both interpretations are correct. 

320. Anas ~ 41 ~.) reported: Abu 
Talhah (~ 41 ~.J) was the richest 
among the Ansar of Al-Madinah and 
possessed the largest property; and 
among his possessions what he loved 
most was his garden known as Bairuha' 
which was opposite the mosque, and 
Messenger of Allah ~ often visited it 
and drank from its fresh water. When 
this Ayah was revealed: "By no means 
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shall you attain Al-Birr (piety, right­
eousness - here it means Allah's 
reward, i.e., Jannah ), unless you spend 
(in Allah's Cause) of that which you 
love," (3:92). Abu Talhah came to 

Messenger of Allah ~' and said: 
"Allah says in His Book: 'By no means 

shall you attain Al-Birr, unless you 
spend (in Allah's Cause) of that which 
you love,' and the dearest of my 
property is Bairuha' so I have given it 
as Sadaqah ( charity) for Allah's sake, 
and I anticipate its reward with Him; 
so spend it, 0 Messenger of Allah, as 
Allah guides you." Messenger of Allah 
~ said, "Well-done! That is profitable 
property. I have heard what you have 
said, but I think you should spend it on 
your nearest relatives." So Abu Talhah 
distributed it among his nearest rela­
tives and cousins. [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith has already been mentioned in the chapter which deals 

with the merits of spending of what one loves best in the way of Allah. It has been 

repeated here in support of benevolence to the relatives. Its repetition makes it clear 

that while spending in the way of Allah, one should always first of all consider his 

relatives and help those of them who deserve assistance. After fulfilling their needs, if 

anything remains then it can be given to others. 
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321. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As .:.r. Jr er. .&1~ :_;.:, - r'r \ 

~ .&1 ._,...;,J reported: A man came to ~t : J~ Y .&I ~-,- J cr'W\ 
the Prophet of Allah ~ and said, "I 
swear allegiance to you for emigration 
and Jihad, seeking reward from Allah." 
He ~ said, "Is any of your parents 
alive?" He said, "Yes, both of them are 

alive." He ~ then asked, "Do you 
want to seek reward from Allah?" He 
replied in the affirmative. Thereupon 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Go back 
to your parents and keep good com­
pany with them." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

In another narration it is reported 
that a person came to Messenger of 

Allah ~ and sought his permission to 
participate in Jihad. The Prophet ~ 
asked, "Are your parents alive?" He 
replied in the affirmative. The Prophet 

~ said, "(You should) consider their 
service as Jihad." 

. . IC , . 
~ ~ 

,-~~- _, ,_ 
(( ~ 

,.,.,,,, z ,,, ,, 
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11~!\l~IJ ~tn Jili ~~\ J 
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Commentary: Under normal circumstances, Jihad is Fard Kifayah (collective 

duty - which means that if some people observe it, the rest of the Muslims will be 

exempted from its obligation). In such circumstances permission of parents to 

participate in Jihad is necessary because their service is Fard-ul- 'Ain (individual duty -

an injunction or ordinance, the obligation of which extends to every Muslim in 

person), and the former cannot be preferred to the latter. This Hadfth explains such a 

situation. In certain circumstances, however, Jihad becomes Fard-ul- 'Ain and in that 

case permission of the parents to take part in Jihad is not essential because then every 

Muslim is duty-bound to take part in it. 
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322. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr Al-'J\s ~ J 

y .& 1 reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"The person who perfectly maintains 
the ties of kinship is not the one who 
does it because he gets recompensed by 
his relatives (for being kind and good to 

:J\i ~ ~1 :.J- ~.) -rn 

~J ~~K:J~ j-..;,1)1 ~)) 
~ ) ..:. jJ l~l L,_S~I J-.,;,1)1 

. (.?J~\ ol.JJ 11 ~3 

them), but the one who truly maintains «~Ji,_:, . ~lkl1_:, -,,; Li.ii -M «.= ;;1.; n_:, 

the bonds of kinship is the one who 
persists in doing so even though the 
latter has severed the ties of kinship 
with him." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: This Hadith makes clear the essentials of kindness to relatives. Those 

kinsmen who respect and honour you, would obviously be treated by you fairly. It goes 

without saying that people usually reciprocate sentiments showed to them. But this is 

not maintaining the ties of kinship but kindness for kindness. On the opposite side, 

there is a kinsman who is rough and rude and is always bent upon severing relation 

with you, but you tolerate his excesses with patience and perseverance, return his 

harshness with politeness, maintain relationship with him in spite of all his efforts to 

break it, then what you are exercising is maintaining the ties of kinship. This is what 

Islam actually demands from a Muslim. But this is the excellence of Faith which one 

must try to attain. There is nothing remarkable in exchanging dry smiles. 

323. 'A.ishah ~ .& 1 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "The bond 
of relationship is suspending from the 
Throne, and says: 'He who keeps good 
relations with me, Allah will keep 
connection with him, but whosoever 
severs relations with me, Allah will 
sever connection with him."' 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The discourse on compassion to relatives mentioned in this Hadfth is 

not impossible because Almighty Allah is Omnipotent and is thus Capable of doing 

what He likes. He can create perception, consciousness and power of speech in 

everything. An instance of it has already been mentioned in a Hadfth quoted earlier. 
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324. It has been narrated that 

Maimfrna bint Al-Harith ~ .ii i ~ J 

had set free a slave-girl without the 

Prophet's permission. When her turn 

came (the Prophet ~ used to visit his 

wives in turns), she made mention of 

that to him saying, "Did you know I 

have set slave-girl free?" He said, 

"Have you, indeed?" She replied, 

"Yes." He ~ then remarked, "Had 
you given her to your maternal uncles, 

you would have your reward in­

creased." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth brings out the following two points: 

1) A woman is free to spend anything of her own property without the permission of 

her husband, but not of things owned by her husband. 

2) To spend on the needy relatives is more meritorious than to set a slave free because 

to set a slave free is a Sadaqah (charity) only, while paying Sadaqah to a kinsman has a 

double merit as it carries the reward of Sadaqah as well as "maintaining the ties of 

kinship." 

325. Asma' bint Abu Bakr As-Siddiq 

L..p- .ii i ~ J said: My mother came to 

me while she was still a polytheist, so I 

asked Messenger of Allah ~ ' "My 
mother, who is ill-disposed to Islam, 

has come to visit me. Shall I maintain 

relations with her?" He ~ replied, 
"Yes, maintain relations with your 

mother." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The woman mentioned in this Hadith had come from Makkah to AI­

Madinah. What this Hadith signifies is that it is essential to be kind to parents even if 

they are MushrikCm (polytheists) and Kuffar (disbelievers). This has also been clearly 

ordained in the Noble Qur'iin: " ... but behave with them in the world kindly." (31:15) . 

326. Zainab Ath-Thaqafiyah .& 1 ~ J 

1.p-, the wife of 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud 

,:..., .&1 ~ J reported: When Messenger 
of Allah ~ told the women that they 
should give Sadaqah (charity), even if 
it should be some of their jewellery, I 
returned to 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud and 
said, "You are a man who does not 

possess much, and Messenger of Allah 
~ has commanded us to give Sadaqah . 

So go and ask him if giving to you will 
serve the purpose; otherwise, I shall 
give it to someone else." He asked me 
that I should better go myself. I went 

and found a woman of the Ansar at the 
door of Messenger of Allah ~ , waiting 
to ask a similar question as mine. The 

Prophet ~ was endowed with dignity, 
and so we could not go in. When Bilal 

(,:..., .& 1 ~ J) came out to us, we said to 

him: "Go to Messenger of Allah ~ 
and tell him that there are two women 
at the door who have come to ask him 
whether it will serve them to give 
Sadaqah to their husbands and to 
orphans who are in their charge, but 
do not tell him who we are. Bilal ~ J 

,:..., .& 1 went in and asked him, and 
Messenger of Allah ~ asked him who 
the women were. When he told him 
that they were a woman of the Ansar 
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40- TREATMENT TOWARDS PARENTS 

and Zainab, he asked him which 
Zainab it was, and when he was told 
it was the wife of 'Abdullah bin 

Mas'ud, he ~ said, "They will have a 
double reward, one for maintaining the 
ties of kinship and another for Sada­

qah ." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

)La.;\;\ , 

~ 

&f)) ~ , , ..iii 

: ~1_;..f ~)) 
j...;.. ((~~\ 

,,, 
: J\j iii~\ (( w 

J Jli; J, -:o-:.,,. 
J_?~ . '--;---!.JJ 

, ,... .,,. .... 

: ~ ..iii J_?~ Jw 

?-iJ fi}JI ?-i 
Commentary: . Ji. 

1. We learn from this Had'ith that a woman can also give Sadaqah and Zakat to her 

husband, provided he is poor. But its opposite is not permissible. That is to say, a 

husband cannot pay Zakat to his wife because he is responsible for her maintenance 

while wife is not obliged to do it for her husband. So, the principle deduced from it is 

that one who is bound to pay Zakat under the Shari'ah is not permitted to pay it to his 

dependents. 

2. In case of need, a woman can go out of her house subject to the condition that she 

observes the restriction of the veil prescribed by the Shari'ah in this behalf. 

3) Like men, women should also take, keen interest in religious matters. They should 

not feel shy of doing it. 

327. Abu Sufyan Sakhrbin Harb~) 
~ .:u1 mentioned Heraclius in a long 
Hadfth and said: Heraclius asked me, 

"What does this Prophet (~ ) teach 
you?" I said, "He orders us to worship 
Allah Alone and not to associate a 
thing with Him in worship, to discard 
what our ancestors said, to perform the 
Saliit (prayer), speak the truth, and 
maintain the ties of kinship." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

<I ~ ~~ ~\ :_;:, - r"1'V 

· I . l 1 \ · , . ,, ' \ . , ' , 
cl, '-!'r" ~+> cl, ,:..s, <l) ~ ) ':' .r 

:~~ -,/1 JL; j~ ~\ j~ ~ 
~ 0 ~I\ ., ~"" :~''l l~G - ' '-E°' ~ ,r. 
..iii : JLl 

,.,,. 0,,, 

'o..l..>- j 

-'-::-'~11 -½'~IJ -~~~ 
. Ji. ,_ ·- ((.11 ~I 

- ~ , j 

Commentary: Besides Tauhid (Oneness of Allah), this Hadith enjoins punctuality 

in Sa/at and excellence of character. In all the forms of worship, Sa/at is the most 

important, and the best in the nobility of character is righteousness. After professing 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 304 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

faith in Tauhid and belief that Muhammad ~ is the last Prophet of Allah, a Muslim 

should be punctual in Salat and make himself a model of excellent character. 

328. Abu Dharr ,:.s, .& 1 <..f"""J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "You will 
soon conquer a land where people deal 
with Qirat." 

And according to another version: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "You will 
soon conquer Egypt where Al-Qirat is 
frequently mentioned. So when you 

conquer it, treat its inhabitants well. 
For there lies upon you the responsi­
bility because of blood ties or relation­
ship (with them)." [Muslim] 

J , , : * .&1 J__?J Ju : Jli 

~~ G ~1 0~ 
J 

.11.bl~\ 

0J ~ 
,,, > ..... ~ .... 
0~)) :~1_:; -d c..l,J 

J 

I .b I _r.--+J I 
., t 1 : ~ ~ , , · 0 1 

~ ~ ,_;-P.) 

0~ , I? ~½ l~j:.'.-~ 

i;~ ~ 0~ I~\ Ji 1~t 
0 \JJ 11\~J i;~n J~ Ji ll~JJ 

Commentary: In this Hadfth , the Prophet ~ has urged his Companions to treat the 

Egyptians nicely for the reason of maintaining the ties of kinship and for the fact that 

Egypt was the country of his in-laws (Mariyah, the mother of Ibrahim, and one of the 

Prophet's wives was from that place). This is why this Hadfth has been included in the 

present chapter which deals with the subject of maintaining the ties of kinship. This 

Hadfth is also a Prophecy of the Prophet ~ due to the fact that the prophecy he had 

made came true. A short time after his death, Egypt became part of the Muslim 

empire. 
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40- TREATMENT TOWARDS PARENTS 

329. Abu Hurairah .,__;,___., .&1 ~ J 

reported: When this Verse was re­
vealed: "And warn your tribe (0 
Muhammad ~ ) of near kindred." 

(26:214) Messenger of Allah ~ called 
the Quraish; when they gathered, he 
said to them: "O sons of 'Abd Shams; 
0 sons of Ka'b bin Lu 'ai, rescue 

yourselves from the Fire! 0 sons of 
Murrah bin Ka'b, rescue yourselves 
from the Fire! 0 sons of 'Abd Manaf, 
rescue yourselves from the Fire! 0 
sons of 'Abdul-Muttalib, rescue your­
selves from the Fire! 0 Fatimah, 

rescue yourself from the Fire, for I 
have no power (to protect you) from 
Allah in anything except that I would 
sustain relationship with you." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

~ .:ill ~J ~]~ cl;\ :),J -fl 0. 

~j\;? : ¾'l I ~~ ..:J_) l!J : Jt; 

['1'\ t : .\~\] ~:::;j'11 St~ 

1. This Hadith tells us that lineage in the Hereafter will not help anybody. So much so 

that even one's relationship with Messenger of Allah ~ shall not carry any weight on 

that day. The only thing that will then help in salvation will be one's good deeds. 

People for whom the Prophet ~ and pious men will intercede will be believers with 

some sins in their account and not the disbelievers devoid of Faith and good actions. 
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Neither will anybody intercede for the infidels, nor will the infidels find salvation. 

2. In preaching religion, priority must be given to one's own close relatives. They 

deserve it more than anyone else, and for this reason Divine injunctions should be first 

of all conveyed to them. 

3. Even if a Muslim's relatives are pagans and polytheists, their rights of kinsmen and 

the demands of "maintaining the ties of kinship" enjoined by Islam must be fulfilled. 

The first and foremost demand of their rights is that they should be invited to the right 

path so that they will be saved from Hell-fire. 

330. Abu Abdullah 'Amr bin Al-'As i/ Jr ..iii _µ. <-!I :}-y -r'r'' 

L...p .iii '-f"' .J said: I heard Messenger of 
Allah ~ saying openly not secretly, 
"The family of so-and-so (i.e., Abu 
Talib) are not my supporters. My 
supporter is Allah and the righteous 

believing people. But they (that family) 
have kinship (Rahm) with whom I will 
maintain good the ties of kinship." [Al­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

.:; , , 
0tn : J~ 

U', 
• _; .,J~ 

,,, o _,o -~µ1 

Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~ had made it absolutely clear that although 

such persons were his near relatives, he did not have any affection and friendship with 

them because there cannot be any affection between a pagan and a Muslim. 

Friendship and affection can only be for Allah and those who have faith in Him. One 

can accommodate the non-Muslim relatives to the extent permitted by "maintaining 

the ties of kinship", provided they are not at war with the Muslims . 

.l., : . ..u\.,;. .:_, l\ \ '. ,, - ff' 331. Abu Ayyub Khalid bin Zaid Al- , . .; c.r. ,, . Y- <-! ..r J 

Ansari = .iii '-I"'.; reported: A man 
came to Messenger of Allah ~ and 
said, "Direct me to a deed which will 
admit me to Jannah and take me away 
from the Fire." The Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Worship Allah and 
associate no partner with Him, per­
form As-Salat, pay Zakat, and maintain 
the ties of kinship." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

> o> > ,,, 

~ -=-\-~ 'J:, • .&1 ~)) : ~ ~I 
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<..,r'J-'J ~J 

. .Ji,~ i1 ~~1 ~:, -~lS;JI 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



40- TREATMENT TOWARDS PARENTS 

Commentary: This Hadith indicates the actions which constitute the means to 

attain Jannah and salvation from Hell. Thus, it makes evident that Jannah cannot be 

achieved by wishful thinking. One cannot get it without Faith and good deeds. In the 

absence of these two factors, intercession of any person will be of no avail. 

332. Salman bin 'A.mir = ,1 1 ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "When 
you break fast, you should do it with a 
date-fruit for there is blessing in it, and 
if you do not find a date-fruit, break it 
with water for it is pure." Messenger of 

Allah ~ added: "Charity towards a 
poor person is charity, and towards a 
relation is both charity and maintain­
ing the ties (of kinship) ." [Tinnidhi] 

-.iii ~ J .(Li </ ~Q.::. :J-1 - r'r'Y 
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J;- ;_;~\)) : JL;_, ((~~ ~~ 
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~-:½)1 ~\)) .((~J ~~ :~~ 

. :,:_;_ J...,~ : Jli1 

Commentary: We learn two points from this Hadith : 

Firstly, it is more rewarding to break the fast with date-fruit or water. Secondly, 

payment of Sadaqah to one's poor relatives carries a double reward. 

333. lbn 'Umar 1 • 1 · c ,1 1 ~ J ~ .&\ ~ J ;J- 0 1 J-1 -r'r'r' 
reported: I had a wife whom I loved 

but 'Umar = ,1\ ~J disliked her. He 
asked me to divorce her and when I 

refused, 'Umar = <ll l ~ J went to 
Messenger of Allah ~ and mentioned 
the matter to him. Messenger of Allah 
~ asked me to divorce her. 

[At-Tinnidhi and Abu Dawud] 

J OJ,... .,,t 0 0 : -.:...;LS :J l.,; .::...:s .J IO 1.::,....1 ~ 
J\i; -~~ 

J , J ~ LS_, 
, l 

~ .lei 

~ Jt ,~t I 4J\b : J 
illi }1 -~ ~\ ~ 4lll ~J 

o'j,... .,.. ,,, ,...,.. ,..-

~ \JJ ((~)) :~ ~1 Jw .J 

Commentary: If parents' order to divorce one's wife is based on the principles of 

Shari'ah and morality, it must be obeyed, as is evident from this Hadith. If their order 
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is founded on other factors, then one should try to convince them politely so that they 

agree with one's view on the issue. Here lbn 'Umar 4:--- ..i,1 cr"J loved his wife for 

love's sake, but his father 'Umar bin Khattab = .iii er" J disliked her basing his decision 

on religious grounds. This is why the Prophet ~ ordered lbn 'Umar to obey his father. 

334. Abud-Darda' ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: A man came to me and 
said, "I have a wife whom my mother 
commands me to divorce. " I replied 
him that I had heard Messenger of 
Allah ~ saying, "A parent is the best 
of the gates of Jannah; so if you wish, 
keep to the gate, or lose it." [At­

Tirmidhf and Ibn Majah] 

~ 41 ~ ) ~1;~~1 ~\ :;., - r'r't 

0µ ~1;1 J 0t : Jlii ;t;\ ~) ~\ 
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Commentary: The word "Walid," applies to mother as well as father. As the word 

"Walidain" is a dual form and covers mother and father both; similarly the noun 

"father", also applies to both. This Hadfth also stresses that obedience of parents and 

submission to their order must have preference over the love for the wife as long as 

this order of theirs is fair and just. 

335. Al-Bara' bin 'i\zib ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: I heard the Prophet ~ 
saying: "A mother's sister is equiva­

lent to (real) mother (in status)." [At­

Tirmidhf] 
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Commentary: This Hadith tells us that one should be as respectful to one's aunt 

(mother's real sister) as one is to mother, as it is a virtue as well as "a form of 

maintaining the ties of kinship." 

CHAPTER41 

PROHIBITION OF DISOBEYING 

PARENTS AND SEVERANCE 

OF REIATIONS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
''Would you then, if you were given 

the authority, do mischief in the land, 
and sever your ties of kinship? Such 
are they whom Allah has cursed, so 
that He has made them deaf and 
blinded their sight." (47:22,23) 

"And those who break the Covenant 
of Allah, after its ratification, and 
sever that which Allah has com-

>-:,, .,,. .:r -,,, / ;.Li:,,, -,-: ~,,, r 
.. ~ ...ul J' [. ~ _>J ~~ ~ ~ 
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mantled to be joined (i.e., they sever 
the bond of kinship and are not good 
to their relatives), and work mischief 
in the land, on them is the curse (i.e., 
they will be far away from Allah's 
Mercy), and for them is the unhappy 
(evil) home (i.e., Hell)." (13:25) 

"And your Rubb has decreed that 
you worship none but Him. And that 
you be dutiful to your parents. If one 

of them or both of them attain old age 

in your life, say not to them a word of 
disrespect, nor shout at them but 

address them in terms of honour. 
And lower unto them the wing of 
submission and humility through 
mercy, and say: 'My Rubb! Bestow on 
them Your Mercy as they did bring me 
up when I was young."' (17:23,24) 

336. Abu Bakrah Nufai ' bin Al­

Harith ~ ..iii ~ J reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Shall I 

not inform you of the biggest of the 

major sins?" Messenger of Allah ~ 

asked this question thrice. We said, 

"Yes, 0 Messenger of Allah. (Please 
inform us .)" He said, "Ascribing 

partners to Allah, and to be undutiful 

to your parents." Messenger of Allah 

~ sat up from his reclining position 

and said, "And I warn you against 

giving forged statement and a false 

testimony; I warn you against giving 

forged statement and a false testi­

mony." Messenger of Allah ~ kept 
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41- PROHIBJTJON OF DISOBEYING PARENTS 

on repeating that warning till we 
wished he would stop. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth mentions some of the major sins. A major sin is one 

against which there is a serious warning in the Noble Qur'an and Hadfth. When 

disobedience to parents is mentioned along with Shirk (polytheism), it makes the fact 

evident that both of these are very serious sins. Similar is the case of telling a lie and 

false testimony, which in the incident mentioned in this Hadfth made Messenger of 

Allah ~ to leave his pillow and sit attentively. It indicates that the latter two are 

serious. May Allah protect all Muslims from all such sins. 

337. Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

Lo+,- .& I ~ J reported: The Prophet ~ 
said, "(Of the) major sins are: to 
ascribe partners to Allah, disobey 

parents, murder someone, and to take 
a false oath (intentionally)." [Al-Bu­

khari] 

0 Jr 0 ..iii µ :J-1 -ffV 
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Commentary: There are many more major sins which have been enlisted and 

discussed at length by Muhaddathun in independent volumes, such as Az-Zawajir 'an 

iqtraf-al-Kaba 'ir, Kitab-al-Kaba 'ir by Adh-Dhahabi. This Hadfth mentions some of the 

major sins enumerated by the Prophet ~ on a particular occasion. We can also say 

that the sins mentioned here are some of the most serious among the major sins. 

338. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

Lo+,- .&1 ~ J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "It is one of the gravest 
sins to abuse one's parents." It was 
asked (by the people): "O Messenger 
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of Allah, can a man abuse his own 

parents?" Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He abuses the father of somebody 
who, in return, abuses the farmer's 
father; he then abuses the mother of 
somebody who, in return, abuses his 
mother." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "One of the major sins is 
to curse one's parents." It was sub­
mitted: "O Messenger of Allah! How 
can a man curse his own parents?" He 

~ said, "When someone curses the 
parents of another man who in return 
abuses the farmer's father; and when 

someone abuses the mother of another 
man who in return abuses his mother." 

} ,, 
~J 

> , .,, , ,,... 
------.! 

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that one should not abuse anyone's 

parents, because in the event, he is paid in the same coin, he will be responsible for 

disgracing his own parents. 

339. Abu Muhammad Jubair bin 0 ;;; ~ ~l :_;.j - Y'Y'\ 

Mut'im .....:....J- .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "The 
person who severs the bond of kinship 
will not enter Jannah" 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

} 0 -~r · 01 '_0' • . ,,. Jj -I 

-~~ ·r-J , 

Commentary: This Hadith poses a serious threat to those who violate the Divine 

injunctions of maintaining good ties of kinship. In spite of such a serious warning, this 

major sin is very common in our present-day society. The purpose of this warning is 

that Muslims prevent themselves from it. May Allah save us from it. 

340. Abu 'Isa Al-Mughirah bin 0 ~~1 ~ '-:';t :_;.:, - Y't • 

Shu'bah ~ .iii ~ J reported: The : J(; ~ ._;;.i 1 ,:j- ti ..lJI ~ :., t.:...::, 
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Prophet ~ said, "Allah has forbidden 
you: disobedience to your mothers, to 
withhold (what you should give), or 
demand (what you do not deserve), 
and to bury your daughters alive. And 
Allah dislikes idle talk, to ask too many 
questions (for things which will be of 

no benefit to one), and to waste your 
wealth." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

CHAPfER42 

EXCELLENCE IN DOING GOOD 

TO THE FRIENDS OF PARENTS 

AND OTHER RELATNES 

341. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .ti ~ ) 

L.+--- reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
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"The finest act of goodness is that a 
person should treat kindly the loved 
ones of his father." [Muslim] 

342. 'Abdullah bin Dinar reported: 

'Abdullah bin 'Umar L.+,:- ..iii ~ J met a 
bedouin on his way to Makkah, he 

greeted him, offered him to mount the 
donkey he was riding and gave him the 
turban he was wearing on his head. Ibn 
Dinar said to him: "May Allah make 
you pious! Bedouins can be satisfied 
with anything you give them (i.e. , what 
you have given the bedouin is too 
much). Upon this , 'Abdullah bin 
'Umar said, the father of this man 
was one of 'Umar's friends whom he 

loved best, and I heard Messenger of 
Allah saying, "The finest act of good­
ness is the good treatment of someone 
whom one's father loves." 

Another narration goes: When 

'Abdullah bin 'Umar L.+,:- ..iii ~ J set 
out to Makkah, he kept a donkey with 
him to ride when he would get tired 
from the riding of the camel, and had a 
turban which he tied round his head. 
One day, as he was riding the donkey, 
a bedouin happened to pass by him. 
He ('Abdullah bin 'Umar) said, 
"Aren't you so-and-so?" The bedouin 
said, "Yes." He ('Abdullah bin 'Umar) 
gave him his donkey and his turban 
and said, "Ride this donkey, and tie 
this turban round your head." Some of 
his companions said, "May Allah 
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42- DOING GOOD TO PARENTS' FRIENDS 

forgive you, you gave to this bedouin 
the donkey which you enjoyed to ride 
for change, and the turban which you 
tied round your head." 'Abdullah bin 

, 'Umar said, "I heard Messenger of 
Allah ~ saying, 'The finest act of 
goodness is the kind treatment of a 
person to the loved ones of his father 
after his death, ' and the father of this 

person was a friend of 'Umar .& 1 ~ J 

=-" [Muslim] 
0\5 ;d 

,, , 

<..SJJ -~ 
a " ' ~ , 0, 

4..-ii . I, \)'' 01 J.,u u ~-' Y-

.&1 Cri'~ A -~~ 
. r-1---- Q5 s-,½ly] I ~~ 

Commentary: This Hadfth teaches that after the death of one's parents, one should 

maintain contact with their friends and treat them nicely. Besides being a great virtue 

it is warranted by the needs for showing compassion to relatives. To forget friends of 

one's parents and break contact with them is condemned by the Shari'ah. 

343. Abu Usaid Malik bin Rabi'ah 

As-Sa'idi = .& 1 ~ J reported: We were 
sitting with Messenger of Allah ~ 
when a man of Banu Salamah came 
to him and asked, "O Messenger of 

Allah! Is there any obedience to 
parents left that I can show to them 
after their death?" He ~ replied, 
"Yes, to pray for them, to supplicate 
for their forgiveness, to fulfill their 
promises after their death, to maintain 
the ties of kinship which cannot be 
maintained except through them, and 
honour their friends." [Abu Dawud] 
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II 316 II Riyad-us-Saliheen 

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that one should consider the life of one's 

parents a blessing because their life provides one with an opportunity to serve them 

wholeheartedly, which is ordained by Allah. If one wants to be nice to them after their 

death, one should adopt the methods mentioned in this Hadfth . It needs to be noted 

that it does not mention the ceremonies like recitation of the Noble Qur'an on the 

third, seventh and fortieth day after the death of a person, in vogue in our society. All 

these methods of conveying the reward of virtuous deeds or rites are wrong for the 

reason that they are neither helpful for the dead nor the living. What really benefits 

the dead as well as living, is prayer and begging forgiveness from Allah. In this Hadfth , 

these have been regarded as acts of beneficence for the deceased parents. It clearly 

means that the children will be rewarded for the virtuous acts they do for their parents 

and the status of the deceased parents will also be elevated in the next world. The 

acceptance of the prayer in favour of the deceased parents is also confirmed from that 

Hadfth also which tells that death brings to an end all the activities, except the 

following: 

Firstly, an ongoing Sadaqah (Sadaqah Jariyah) ; like the digging of a well, the building 

of a mosque, etc., 

Secondly, knowledge which benefits Muslims; 

Thirdly, prayers of virtuous offspring. 

344. 't\..ishah \+-<- ..iii ~ J reported: I 

never felt jealous of any of the wives of 

the Prophet ~ as much as I did of 

Khadijah !+-<- .ii 1 ~ J, although I have 

never seen her, but the Prophet ~ 

used to mention her very often. 

Whenever he slaughtered a sheep, he 

would cut it into pieces and send them 

to the women friends of Khadijah ~ J 

\+-<- .ii I. When I sometimes said to him: 

"You treat Khadijah in such a way as if 

there is no woman on earth except 

her." He ~ would say, "Khadijah was 

such and such ( commending her and 

speaking well of her) , and I had 

children from her." 
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42- DOING GOOD TO PARENTS' FRIENDS 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: And if he (:I!;) 
slaughtered a sheep, he would send 

meat to the friends of Khadijah .iii ~ J 

lp- as a present as much as would 
suffice them. 

Another narration is: When a sheep 
was slaughtered, he :I!; would say, 
" Send this meat to Khad1jah's 
friends ." Once, Halah bint Khuwailid 

1.p- .iii ~J, sister of Khadijah .iii ~ J 
lp-, sought permission of Messenger of 
Allah :I!; to enter. He recognized and 
recalled to his mind the manner of 

Khadijah i.p- .iii ~ J and was deeply 
moved. He said, "O Allah, she must be 
Halah bint Khuwailid." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

J , ,., ~ -- ,... ,... ,., 

:J~ ;;L:.)\ ~~ l~l 0lS :f\J,! JJ 

_(( ~+: ~~~1 Jt 4: 1_h)n 

, ~~ ~\j ~: 0el 

Dt; ~1n :J~ 
...j _:..;..; ' ~ 

~1 , G·u ,, (_.J 

u..u;--~ ~~ 
. ---~ ~ 

JJ , ~w~ ). \::_G.J~n : tJ.;; 
: ~ · '.::__ - ~-II ~ , • ,: ~\I '-?,. , ~ ~ c;-· -

. ~ ~1 : ~e:;;J ~~ ((t_G.J~n 

Commentary: This Hadfth brings out the following five points: 

1. A brief reference to the great qualities of Khadijah 4-"' .ii i ~ J · 

2. The love that Messenger of Allah ~ had for Khadijah 4-"' .ii i ~ J because of her 

great qualities. 

3. Reference to the kindness which Messenger of Allah ~ continued to show to the 

women who were close to Khadijah 4-"' ..iii ~ J -

4. Expression of the sentiments which the remembrance of some deceased friend 

brings with it. These sentiments can be pleasing as well as painful. 

345. Anas bin Malik ...:..s- .ii i ~ J 
reported: I set out along with Jarfr 

bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali ~ .ii i ~ J on a 
journey and he served me. I said to 
him: "Don't do that." Thereupon, he 
said, "I have seen the Ansar doing this 
with Messenger of Allah :i!j, and I 

'_;:,, J ~ 
,µ '1 : j 

? ) LA.;½\ 
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\1318 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

swore by Allah, whenever I accompany 
anyone of the Ansar, I would serve 
him." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

~ ~T l!.S ~ 
'11 . ' '. 1j_;_1 ~\ 

~ ~ 

- I J , , -..u , ..,.....,.T;_ 

'j ~\ ~ 

1. This Hadith gives a fair idea of the love that the Companions of the Prophet ~ had 

for him. It was so profound that they regarded it a great honour to serve the servants 

of the Prophet ~ , even if they were younger in age. 

2. It also tells of the hospitality of the Companions of the Prophet ~ -They neither felt 

any hesitation in showing respect to their youngers nor were they shy of serving them. 

3. The Companions of Messenger of Allah ~ had a friendly, fraternal and faithful 

relationship with one another and it was founded on a common bond in them - the 

gratitude for the Prophet ~ -

CHAPTER43 

SHOWING REVERENCE 

TO THE FAMILY OF 

ALLAH'S MESSENGER ~ ~ 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs 

(evil deeds and sins) from you, 0 

members of the family (of the Prophet 

~ ), and to purify you with a thorough 
purification." (33:33) 

"And whosoever honours the Sym­

bols of Allah, then it is truly from the 
piety of the heart." (22:32) 

346. Yazid bin Haiyan reported: I 
went along with Husain bin Sabrah and 
'Amr bin Muslim to Zaid bin Arqam 

~ <Ul l ~ _; and, as we sat by his side, 

J.,....) ~ J,i>l -r':.S-l .;.,4 -tr 
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43- SHOWING REVERENCE TO AHL-BAIT 

Husain said to him, "Zaid , you 
acquired great merits, you saw Mes­

senger of Allah ~ ' listened to him 
talking, fought by his side in (different) 
battles, and offered Sa/at (prayer) 
behind him. Zaid, you have indeed 

earned great merits. Could you narrate 
to us what you heard from Messenger 
of Allah ~ ?" Zaid said, "By Allah! I 
have grown old and have almost spent 
up my age and I have forgotten some 
of the things which I remembered in 
connection with Messenger of Allah 
~ , so accept what I narrate to you, do 
not compel me to narrate what I fail to 
narrate." He then said, "One day 

Messenger of Allah ~ stood up to 
deliver a Khutbah at a watering place 
known as Khumm between Makkah 
and Al-Madinah. He praised Allah, 
extolled Him, and exhorted (us) and 
said, 'Amma Ba 'du . 0 people, I am a 

human being. I am about to receive a 
messenger (the angel of death) from 
my Rubb and I will respond to Allah's 
Call, but I am leaving with you two 
weighty things: the first is the Book of 
Allah, in which there is right guidance 
and light, so hold fast to the Book of 
Allah and adhere to it. ' He exhorted 
(us to hold fast) to the Book of Allah 
and then said, 'The second is the 
members of my household, I remind 
you (to be kind) to the members of my 
family. I remind you (to be kind) to the 
members of my family.' " Husain said 
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to Zaid, "Who are the members of his 
household, 0 Zaid? Aren't his wives 
the members of his family?" There­

upon Zaid said, "His wives are the 
members of his family. (But here) the 
members of his family are those for 
whom Zakat is forbidden." He asked, 
"Who are they?" Zaid said, "Ali and 

the offspring of 'Ali, 'Aqil and the 
offspring of 'Aqil and the offspring of 
Ja'far and the offspring of 'Abbas." 

Husain asked, "For all of them the 
acceptance of Zakat is forbidden?" 

Zaid ~ 41 ~ _; said, "Yes." [Muslim] 
Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "I am leaving behind me 
two weighty things. One of them is the 
Book of Allah; that is the strong rope 
of Allah. Whosoever holds firmly to it, 
will be the guided, and whosoever 
leaves it goes astray." 

~j~ ~f -~j ½ ~ j;f ~ j 

~f ~ ~j~ : J~ ~~ ~f ~ 
, , 0 , ,, ' 1 ; ti '.. <. '1 ~ ,, 
i .r ,y ~ c.r ,._;-;'"' ✓ ' 4..:....., 

~ ~ ,y J : J lj , ~j_;_: i.;i..::,J I 

JTJ -~ JTJ -~ JT ;._;. : J~ 
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Commentary: This Hadith brings out the following points: 

1. Messenger of Allah ~ was a human being. He too was subject to the inevitable law 

of death. 

2. It stresses upon the establishment of a firm bond with the Book of Allah (the 

Qur'an) and lays emphasis on showing respect and honour to the members of the 

Prophet's family. 

3. The members of the Prophet 's family are classified into two categories: 

Firstly, wives of Messenger of Allah ~ or Mothers of the believers. This is established 

from the categorical Verses of the Noble Qur'an. 

Secondly, persons who have close relationship with Messenger of Allah ~ . They are 

Banu Hashim and Banu Abdul-Muttalib and include descendants of 'Ali, 'Aqil, Ja'far , 

'Abbas and Harith ~ '"'1 ~ _;-Sadaqah is unlawful for the latter category. 

347. lbn 'Umar I , ! <- 4 1 
~.) 

..iii ~ ) 
, , > 
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reported: Abu Bakr ~ .ii i 

~ .) said: 
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"Show reverence to Messenger of 

Allah ~ by honouring the members 
of his family." [Al-Bukhari] 

\~ 1fi.~1 :Jl; ~f ~ ~)y ~ 

'-?cc'~\ o\)J , ~ ~f J_ ~ 
, -

Commentary: In this Hadith, the love and respect for the members of the Prophet's 

~ family has been tied with the love and respect of the Prophet ~- In other words, a 

person who loves and respects the descendants of the Prophet ~ will be deemed to be 

a lover and admirer of the Prophet ~- On the contrary, one whose heart is devoid of 

the love of the descendants of the Prophet ~, will be considered devoid of the love 

and respect of the Prophet ~ - But love and respect here does not mean that they are 

taken for sinless persons and their status is exaggerated beyond reason, as is the case 

with the Shiites. Their whole religious thinking is founded on the exaggeration of the 

qualities of the members of the family of Messenger of Allah ~ and they have 

exhausted their imagination in proving them sinless. While their love and respect lies 

in adopting the noble features of their character and cherishing their piety. Their love 

and respect does not lie in sentimental attachment with a particular family and 

exaggerating its praise beyond all limits. 

CHAPTER44 

REVERING THE SCHOLARS AND 

ELDERS, PREFERING THEM TO 

OTHERS AND RAISING THEIR STATUS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Say: 'Are those who know equal to 

those who know not?' It is only men of 

understanding who will remember 
(i.e., get a lesson from Allah's Signs 

and Verses)." (39:9) 

348. Abu Mas'ud 'Uqbah bin 'Amr 

Al-Badri Al-Ansari ~ .ii i ~ J 

( ,, , 0 
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II 322 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The person who is best versed in the 

recitation of the Book of Allah, should 
lead the prayer; but if all those present 
are equally versed in it, then the one 
who has most knowledge of the 
Sunnah; if they are equal in that 
respect too, then the one who has 
emigrated (to Al-Madinah) first, if 
they are equal in this respect also, 
then the oldest of them. No man 
should lead another in prayer where 
the latter has authority, or sit in his 
house, without his permission." [Muslim] 

In another narration in Muslim: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "One 
who is senior most in accepting Islam, 
should lead the Salat (prayer). " 

Yet another narration is: Messenger 

of Allah ~ said, "A man who is well 
versed in the Book of Allah and can 
recite it better, should lead the Salat 

(prayer); if (all those present) are 
equal in this respect, then the man 
who is senior most in respect of 

emigration, if they are equal in that 
respect too, then the oldest of them 
should lead the prayer. " [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith highlights the following three points: 

1. The order of priority for the appointment of Imam [one who leads A s-Sa/at (the 

prayers)] should be as follows: 

First, preference should go to a good Qari (reciter of the Noble Qur'an) who is also an 

expert in it, provided he is pious and acts upon the teachings of the Noble Qur'an 

faithfully. He should not be a non-practising Muslim. Nowadays, we have an 
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abundance of Imam but many of them are neither pious nor faithfully act upon 

religious teachings. In any case , where we can find a Qdri who fulfills the requirements 

just mentioned, he deserves first preference for appointment as Imam. Even a 

religious scholar will come next to him. It must be borne in mind that nice recitation of 

the Noble Qur'an does not mean its recitation with great skill, but its essentials are 

elegant voice, acquaintance with the 'Jlm-ut-Tajwfd ( or science of reciting the Qur'an), 

clear and distinct recitation. 

2. The ruler of a territory, its highest officer and governor should work as Imam in 

their respective areas. In the early ages of Islam, these authorities used to administer 

their areas, dispense justice and lead congregational prayers (Salat). 

3. When one goes to somebody's house, he should not occupy the place reserved for 

the master of the house unless he himself asks him to sit there. 

349. Abu Mas'ud Al-Ansari .iii ~ J 

,.:...- reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
would place his hands upon our 
shoulders when we would form rows 
for As-S[dat (the prayer) and say, 

"Stand in straight rows and do not 
differ among yourselves, or else your 
hearts will differ due to disaccord. Let 

those be nearest to me who are mature 
and endowed with understanding ( of 
the religion) , then those who are 
nearest to them in these respects and 

then those who are nearest to them." 
[Muslim] 

350. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ftd ,.:...- -1 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Let those be nearest to me in Sa/at 

(prayer) who are mature and possess 
(religious) knowledge, then those who 
are nearest to them in these respects." 
He repeated this three times and then 
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added, "Beware of indulging m the 

loose talks of the markets (when you 
are in the mosque)." [Muslim] 

Commentary: The meaning of the last sentence of this Hadith seems to be that one 

should not quarrel, make noise or engage in loose talk in or near a mosque to disturb 

the people in the mosque because such activities are severely condemned by Islam. 

351. Sahl bin Abu Hathmah Al­
Ansari =- .& 1 ~ ) reported: 'Abdullah 
bin Sahl and Muhaiyisah bin Mas'ud 

(~ .ii i ~) went to Khaibar during 
the period of the truce ( after its 
conquest) and they separated to per­
form their duties. When Muhaiyisah 
returned to 'Abdullah bin Sahl, he 
found him murdered, drenched in his 
blood. So he buried him and returned 
to Al-Madinah. Then 'Abdur-Rahman 
bin Sahl, Huwaiyisah and Muhaiyisah, 
the two sons of Mas'ud went to 

Messenger of Allah ~ and spoke 
about the case of their (murdered) 
friend. 'Abdur-Rahman, who was the 

young~st of them all, started talking. 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Let those 
older than you speak first." So he 
stopped talking and the ( other two) 
spoke about the case of their (mur­
dered) friend. Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Will you take an oath whereby 
you will have the right to receive the 
blood money of your murdered man?" 
And mentioned the rest of the Ha­
dith." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The author of this book, Imam Nawawi, has reproduced only that 

portion of Hadith which is related to this chapter. This Hadith makes out the following 

points: 

1. The eldest person has the first right to speak in a gathering. But this principle is to 

be followed when all the persons present there are equal in virtue and intelligence; 

otherwise, one who is superior to others in these qualities will have a prior right to 

speak. 

2. The Hadith explains the issue of Qasamah which was in vogue in the pre-Islamic 

period and was maintained by Islam. Qasamah was a mode of settling cases of 

undetected murders. In such situations, fifty persons from the heirs of the victim were 

asked to take an oath that murder was committed by some person of that locality (or 

some persons from the heirs were required to take oath for fifty times to this effect); 

after this oath, the people of that area were liable to pay Diyah (blood money) to the 

heirs of the victim. If the persons blamed for the murder said on the similar oath that 

none of them had committed that offense, they were absolved from the payment of 

Diyah and the payment of blood money was made to the heirs of the victim from the 

Bait-ul-Mal (state exchequer) . In the incident referred in this Hadith when the Prophet 

~ asked the brothers of the victim to take the required oath, they refused to do so as 

they were not sure as to who had committed the crime. The Prophet ~ did not ask the 

inhabitants of Khaibar for the oath because they were Jews and the heirs of the victim 

did not have faith in them. Thus, the Prophet ~ himself made the payment of the 

blood money to the heirs of the victim. 

352. Jabir = .t i ~ J reported: After 

the battle of Uhud, the Prophet ~ 

arranged the burial of two of the 

martyrs in one grave. In each case he 
would ask, "Which one of them had 

learnt more Qur'an by heart?" Which­

ever was thus pointed out to him, was 

placed by him first in the Lahd. 

[Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: Lahd is a type of grave in which a niche is made on the left side of it 

to place the corpse. The grave which is straight, a common type, is called Darih. This 

Hadith tells about the distinction of the Hafiz and his superiority over others. Similarly, 

the learned, the pious and men of outstanding virtues should have preference over 
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others. The Had'ith also indicates the permissibility to bury two or three persons in a 

single grave in time of need or necessity. 

353. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .& 1 ~ J 

~ reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"It was shown to me in my dream that I 
was cleaning my teeth with a Miswak 

and two men came to me, one being 

older than the other. I gave the Miswak 

to the younger one, but I was asked to 
give it to the older, which I did." [Al­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

I~~: +=- ..ii i ~ J _rJ, .:_r. \ J '., - r" or' 

,iLll ~ _;1) n : Jt.; ~ ~ I ~\ 

'~ ~ J J,; L;_; 
-:J.,G .)-½1 

-~ :J ~ 
r-1---- ~1-.,)11 ~ 

-~\Ii il1_,:J1 

_;s½1 J1 ~jj 
, , 

Commentary: A Musnad Had'ith is one in which the full chain of its narrators is 

mentioned while the Mu 'allaq Hadfth is that in which the first one or two or more or all 

its narrators are omitted. This Hadfth has been mentioned in A l-Bukhari without any 

authority. 

We learn two things from this Had'ith. First, one can use Miswak of another person 

with his permission. Second, the eldest people should have precedence over others in 

every matter, except in cases where a younger one excels them in some merit. 

354. Abu Musa~ .& 1 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "It is out 
of reverence to Allah in respecting an 
aged Muslim, and the one who 
commits the Qur'an to memory and 
does not exaggerate pronouncing its 
letters nor forgets it after memorizing, 
and to respect the just ruler. " [Abu 
Dawud] 

Commentary: An aged Muslim here means one who lives a pious life till his old 

age. The word "Hamil-ul-Qur'an" translated here as 'the one who commits the Qur'an 

to memory,' who have memorized the complete Qur'an. That is to say he is not 
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aggressive in putting it into practice and does not take shelter of far-fetched 

interpretations to justify his own intellectual and religious perversion. This Hadith 

stresses that a pious old man, a Hfimil-ul-Qur'fin and a just head of a Muslim 

government should be respected. Since their respect has been ordained by Allah, 

respecting them is in fact revering Allah. 

355. 'Amr bin Shu'aib -u- ..iii~_; on 
the authority of his father who heard it 
from his father reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said: "He is not one of us who 
shows no mercy to younger ones and 
does not acknowledge the honour due 
to our elders." [At-Tirmidhi and Abu 

Dawud] 

✓ ,, .; :; '•. 0 .J? :.;:, - fOO 

Jlj : JL; ~ t1 0'J ~.i;:- :_; ,~\ 

~ ~ ½ ~n :* ~I J_?1 
, ' ...;_:-,...; __;~J 

t > ,.. ,.. .,, .,, .,, ,... 

:>_Jb yl ol_J_; ~ ~~ (( \.; d 
:,:._;_ ~~ :~~?I JL;J ,~~?IJ 

Commentary: The words "he is not one of us" here mean that he is not following 

the way of the Prophet ~ -To show compassion to youngster means showing kindness 

and generosity to them. On the same principle, it is essential for the young that they 

respect the elders, the learned and the pious. 

356. Maimun bin Abu Shabtb ..t i "-->-_; 

reported: A begger asked 'P.ishah ~ _; 
~ ..ti for charity and she gave him a 
piece of bread. Thereafter, one well­
dressed person asked her for charity 
and she invited him to sit down and 
served him food. When she was asked 
about the reason for the difference in 
treatment, she said: "Messenger of 
Allah ~ instructed us: 'Treat people 
according to their status."' [Abu Da­

wud] 

~ o • >o, • ,, .., """ "\ 

cl; I <:!- <.} r-::-' ✓ .J - l " 

~\ ~J ¼~ ~\ ,1\ ~) 

'~~ ~t ,~\..:, ~ ~ 
, ~ ~ ' o. , ._:, C ....:.i.;. ~l ..:_ ' I : . 
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~~) . 1:1 ' t ~~ JS" t '~~t .' , :i i-1 ~ u=-;--: * ~I J_,....:J JG : ~uj 

'\ '1" ((~ ~\- t.;_; , LJ\ I 1-:\n 
Y. 0 .J J ('"T' -:? <.Y' J-' .t 
. ~\;. !..l,,i-½ r3 0~ : Jt.; ~ . :i.Jb 

~ ~ ~~f -i- ;:.i.:..; ;}; :;;., 
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Commentary: This Hadith stresses that: 

, 
t1 , Gti -~ -<~_:; :Jlli Cri' J V .r; 

01 ~ .&1 j_;,,J t.;;1 : -.:.JL; 4:-i 
~lJi ~};_:; -~/'.; ✓\:JI J? 
,i fa- ~ _;;n ~~ _j, .&Lfi y1 
: JL;J' I~ j '~X ~ ,, ((-:..,~I .r . ,J , ., 

1. One should neither belittle a respectable person nor should one elevate a mean 

one. Everyone should be treated according to his real status. 

2. It is unbecoming to take support from the Qur'iin and Hadfth and twist it to 

substantiate one's own views. 

3. The Hadith , however, is classified as Da 'if (weak) as there is no link in the chain of 

its narrators between 'A.i.shah and Maimfm. 

357. lbn Abbas~ .&1 ~_; reported: 
'Uyainah bin Hisn came to Al-Madi­
nah and stayed with his nephew Al­
Hurr bin Qais who was among those 

who were close to 'U mar ~ 4 1 ~ _; and 
had access to his council. The scholarly 
persons, whether they were old or 

young, had the privilege of joining his 
council and he used to consult them. 
'Uyainah said to Al-Hurr: "My dear 
nephew, you have an access to the 
Leader of the Believers. Will you 
obtain permission for me to sit with 
him?" Al-Hurr asked 'Umar and he 
accorded permission. When 'Uyainah 
came into the presence of 'Umar, he 
addressed him thus: "O son of Al­
Khattab, you neither bestow much on 

.:iii :.ri'J 'f'~ 0\ ~J - 'r'OV 

-~ J. 4 r~ :JL; ~ -• ': · ' ' ...' i I "'-->-1 · 'I 1;: J ~:: ..r-::9 u: T""' , • , u: <..5"' r " ,,, ,, ,., 

,,, ,.,,., ,,_ ,,, , -;: 

J Li; • t.; t;;, J I 

-i.u ✓1 Ji ½ 

,.,.. ,,, ;:..... _,,,. ,,, ,., l ,., 

.& I ~ ~ ~ ~ 0~ u , ~ 0~ L:.:., u 

Ji ½ ~ :JL; y; ~ -~ 
.J~I ~ \; .&1; : '-:-'lb.Ji 

~ ,Jl;jL G ~(:.:: 'r , ; ., ,-- J 
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us nor deal with us justly." 'Umar ~ J 

=- .iii got angry and was about to beat 

him when Al-Hurr said: "O Leader of 

the Believers, Allah has said to his 

Prophet ~: 'Show forgiveness, enjoin 

what is good, and turn away from the 

foolish (i.e., don't punish them), [i.e., 

'Uyainah] (7:199). This is one of the 

ignorant ones." By Allah! When al­

Hurr recited this, 'Umar became quite 

motionless in his seat. He always 

adhered strictly to the Book of Allah. 

[Al-Bukhari] 

~i ~ J;- ~ Ji\ ~) :;J­
, f L' :!..-'q ;j J~ ,..., ,_, 
~ - .r-' , ; {:3-Y-

~~ w J t.; J, \;; ~ \ ~ \ : · • 'i I 
~ , -; , ;, 0-:::-': ..r-' 

if J.jt; yJ\ z:.t ;:J1 t-➔ 
1.i_.;, ~tJ [\0.0. : ~ lf\JI] ~~ 
~ :- l,;. ~ ~I~ : 1 .. W\ : Jj. , .,I -~. ~ 

Commentary: This incident has been cited in this chapter for the reason it tells us 

that many 'Ulama' and Qurra' were members of the special advisory council of 'Umar 

.:.s- .iii ~ ;- Therefore, men in authority should appoint their advisors from men who 

are known for their knowledge, intelligence and piety so that they have the benefit of 

their sincere and sagacious advice regardless of the flimsy and temporary worldly 

interests. Besides this, the rulers should also be rich in patience and perseverance. 

358. Abu Sa'id Samurah bin Jundub i;r. ~_;...:. ~ '-!".l :_;.:, -foA 

=- .ii i ~J reported: I was a boy during 

the lifetime of Messenger of Allah ~ , 

and used to commit to my memory 

what he said, but I do not narrate what 

I preserved because there were among 

us people who were older than me. [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

,~'.5 '. :'i ·.J 17 ,,, ' I . - ,., 
..},Jl) " ~ -.I! ~ J --:~ 

,, , 

-~~ ~ Ji\ ~r"J ~ ..fa 

Commentary: Ibn 'Allan has stated that scholars of Hadith have disliked it that in 

the presence of an eminent and a pious scholar of Hadith in a city, a man inferior to 

him narrates a Hadith . 

We learn from this Hadith the following: 

1. It is improper to talk about the Sunnah of the Prophet ~ in the presence of 

someone who -is older and knows better in this respect. 
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2. It is permissible for young children to attend the gathering of the aged and the 

learned. 

3. Honouring and respecting the olderly. 

359. Anas bin Malik ...:....,. ..iii ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"If a young man honours an older 
person on account of his age, Allah 
appoints someone to show reverence 
to him in his old age." [At-Tirmidhi] 

:Jt.; ~.iii~~ ~\ ~ J - fO~ 

_:;.,G r }1 ~n : ~ .{iii J_?J Jt_; 

'., ~ .&1 , .• ~ ~\ .:__i ~ 0-" ,r-::' ,_,,, 

: Jt.;3 ~-,½_?I ~IJ~ ((½ ~ ~ ~ 
, , 

-~j-:...;~ 

Commentary: The reward of the noble behaviour mentioned in this Had'ith is 

confirmed by other authentic texts. 

The Hadfth is classified as Da 'if (weak). 

CHAPfER 45 

VISITING THE PIOUS PERSONS 

LOVING THEM AND ADOPTION 

OF THEIR COMPANY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And (remember) when Musa 

(Moses) said to his boy-servant: 'I 

will not give up (travelling) until I 

reach the junction of the two seas or 
(until) I spend years and years in 

travelling"' (up to) " ... Musa (Moses) 
said to him (Khidr): 'May I follow you 

so that you teach me something of that 
knowledge (guidance and true path) 
which you have been taught (by 
Allah)?"' (18:60-66) 

"And keep yourself (0 Muhammad 

~I _JAl O.JL_j ~½ - t 0 

~J~J~~J 
o.JL_jJ r+-4 .. ~..ulJ r-+J\.0 ~J 

;_w,w1 ~1.,.JI 

&_;. _j~ ~G➔ : J~ ..t1 Jli 
// <IP,,,,... _,,,> ~ ,:=;,,,.. > / ,.1 _.,., > .,,,,,,, 
~ t.9 ~ ~\ y ~ 

~) Jt 4~ ~ _;t J~il 
j ~ ~ J;. &';. fl J~➔ :J~ 
: ~\] 41:'.J.~ ~ ~ ~ 

.;,c::; ~~➔ :J~ J \.;3 [11-1• 
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~ ) patiently with those who call on 
their Rubb (i.e., your companions who 

remember their Rubb with glorifica­

tion, praising in prayers, and other 

righteous deeds) morning and after­

noon, seeking His Pleasure." (18:28) 

360. Anas bin Malik ~ 41 ~ _; 

reported: After the death of Messen­

ger of Allah ~ ' Abu Bakr (w. 41 ~ _;) 

said to 'Umar (w. .iii~_;): "Let us visit 

Umm Aiman 1+--- .iii~_; as Messenger 

of Allah ~ used to visit her." As we 

came to her, she wept. They (Abu Bakr 

and 'Umar ~ 41 ~ _;) said to her, 

"What makes you weep? Do you not 

know that what Allah has in store for 

His Messenger ~ is better than (this 

worldly life)?" She said, "I weep not 

because I am ignorant of the fact that 

what is in store for Messenger of Allah 

~ (in the Hereafter) is better than this 

world, but I weep because the Revela­

tion has ceased to come." This moved 

both of them to tears and they began 

to weep along with her. [Muslim] 

l:-: ~\ : ~ ..iii ~_?~ §\jJ ~ 
.,.. ,., ,. .,.. 

t;' ~- 1:'.;:: ti , ., ~ ''i "i JI 
.JJ.r ~ ~.) ~ i ~ 

, , , , , \'C-
4 t; .)); ~ ;u1 J_?~ 0\5 ~ 

:4-J '1ti; -~ -~l ~1 ~ 
..iii ~ ~ 0\ 0--~;~ ~\ ~ ~ 

"\ : ..::.J\.ii -~ ..iJ\ J ''I "' ~ '-I· _, , , .r" y;, .e 
;u1 ~ ~ 0\ µ;1 '1 Jf ~i '1 
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'. Cl ' ~ ..iJI J ' I "' · , l\,,u c..r::-') _, , .r'°'Y:, .e c...s' 
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Commentary: Umm Aiman ~ ,wl '-f""' J belonged to Ethiopia and was a slave-girl of 

the Prophet's father ('Abdullah bin 'Abdul-Muttalib) . After the death of 'Abdullah, 

Umm Aiman ~ <ill '-f""' J remained with the Prophet's mother, Aminah, and took great 

care in his upbringing. Subsequently, the Prophet ~ set her free and then she was 

married to Zaid bin Harithah = ,w i '-f""'J· This Hadith holds justification for weeping 

over the death of the pious and also shows that it is desirable to visit such persons to 

whom one's friends go to pay respect. The incident mentioned in this Hadith also 

shows the love that the Companions of the Prophet ~ had for him. 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 332 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

361. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "A 
man set out to visit a brother (in Faith) 
in another town and Allah sent an 
angel on his way. When the man met 

the angel, the latter asked him, 
"Where do you intend to go?" He 
said, "I intend to visit my brother in 
this town." The angel said, "Have you 
done any favour to him?" He said, 
"No, I have no desire except to visit 
him because I love him for the sake of 
Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious." 
Thereupon the angel said, "I am a 
messenger to you from Allah (to 
inform you) that Allah loves you as 
you love him (for His sake)." [Muslim] 

~ .iii ~ ) ;;._; c/;i :;-3 - r'i \ 

~ l.:;.\ Jlj ~ .> 0\ll ~ ~I </ 

~ ~ ~ :J~ .f)I ~~ _) 
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, ~ js- \;\ : 1.ls:J «;:i...,,J' in J\i;_ -- -, ) ' -
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Commentary: This Hadfth points out the following: 

1. The great merit of visiting Muslims for Allah's sake. 

2. The bond of brotherhood in Islam is much stronger than the bonds of blood 

relationship and worldly interests and, therefore, comes before them in preference. 

3. Whoever loves someone for Allah's sake, Allah will love him in a manner that suits 

His Majesty. 

362. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying, "Whosoever visits an ailing 
person or a brother of his to seek the 
Pleasure of Allah, an announcer 
(angel) calls out: 'May you be happy, 
may your walking be blessed, and may 
you be awarded a dignified position in 
J annah."' [At- Tirmidhf] 

~l1_, 

11'114 
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Commentary: This Hadith highlights the merit of visiting the sick and Muslim to 

gain the Pleasure of Allah. 

363. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari ,;.s. ..lll ~ .> 

reported: I heard the Prophet ~ 

saying, "The similitude of good com­

pany and that of bad company is that 

of the owner of musk and of the one 

blowing the bellows. The owner of 

musk would either offer you some free 

of charge, or you would buy it from 

him, or you smell its pleasant fra­

grance; and as for the one who blows 

the bellows (i.e., the blacksmith), he 

either burns your clothes or you smell 

a repugnant smell." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith enjoins that one should sit in the company of the pious 

persons and avoid the impious ones because the former has the quality of a perfume 

seller and the latter of a blacksmith. In the association of pious men, one stands to 

gain all the time and ultimately becomes like them. In bad company one is out-and-out 

a loser and can never hope to gain any benefit from them. 

364. Abu Hurairah .....:......s- .&1 ~ .> 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "A 
woman is married for four things: for 

her wealth, for her lineage, for her 

beauty or for her piety. Select the 

pious, may you be blessed!" [Al­

Bukharf and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Only a pious woman is in the true sense faithful and obedient to her 

husband of good conduct. Such a couple not only lead a happy life but its future 

generation is also brought up on the right lines with the help of such a woman. The 

women of the remaining three types are generally a source of trouble for their 

husbands and spoil their future generations. For this reason, while selecting a wife, 

one should give preference to religion over all other qualities . 

365. Ibn 'Abbas 1 , s .. .iii ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said to 
Jibril (Gabriel), "What prevents you 

from visiting us more frequently?" 

Thereupon was revealed the Ayah: 

"(The angels say:) 'And we (angels) 

descend not except by the Command 

of your Rubb. To Him belongs what is 

before us and what is behind us, and 

what is between those two."' (19:64) 

[Al-Bukhari] 

..iii ~ ) 'i"G 01 cj-J - r'iO 
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Commentary: This Had'ith tells us about the Prophet's desire for meeting angel 

Jibril (Gabriel) to have that knowledge which was revealed to him by means of Wahy 

(Revelation). 

It also tells us that angels descend to earth for certain mission by the Command of 

Allah. They have no say of their own in any matter. It also indicates that it is 

permissible to enquire about Muslim brothers after a long period of time as this is a 

sign of true love. 

366. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri .:.s- .iii~_; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "Keep 

only a believer for a companion and let 
only a pious eat your food." [At­

Tinnidhi and Abu DawCtd] 

Commentary: This Hadfth forbids Muslims from befriending infidels and stresses that 

they should establish a bond of friendship and fraternity with the pious persons only. 
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The above Hadfth signifies that taking believers for company has good consequences 

on the Muslim. While feeding only pious people compels the Muslim host to provide 

only Halal or lawful foodstuff for his household as well as his guests. (M.R. Murad) 

367. Abu Hurairah .....:....J- .ii i ~ ) 

reported: I heard the Prophet ~ 
saying, "Man follows his friend's 
religion, you should be careful who 
you take for friends." [At-Tirmidht and 
Abu Dawud] 

~ .iii ~ ) ~;..). <./;\ :.F, - fiV 

,j-!.~ Js. j;-:,i1)) : Jt; ~ ~I 01 
, ., 

Commentary: This Hadfth also induces one to avoid the company of impious 

people and seek the association of the pious persons. 

368. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari .;.s. .iii~) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "A 
person will be summoned with the one 
whom he loves." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

Another narration is: The Prophet 
~ was asked; "What about a person 
who loves a people but cannot be with 
them?" (i.e., either he cannot attain 

their lofty position of righteousness or 
that he has not met with them in this 
life). He ~ replied, "A person will be 
in the company of those whom he 
loves." 

0 

t~\)) :Jli ~ ~I 0i ~.iii~) 

-~~ 11~\ ~ c3 
• ~II 't ; J Li -y · , 
~ u-::-:- . ~ .J.} c/,.J 

Commentary: Besides bringing to eminence the high merit of entertaining the love 

for the pious persons, this Hadfth tells us about the Mercy and Blessings of Allah 

which He will shower upon those who love the pious people. Because of this love, 

Allah will elevate even the inferior people and include them among those whom He 

loves. This Hadfth also serves a warning that association and love with the impious 

people is extremely dangerous as one can meet the same bad end which is inevitable 

for them. May Allah save us from it. 
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369. Anas bin Malik ....:..s 4 1 ~ J 

reported: A bedouin came to Messen­
ger of Allah ~ and said to him, "When 
will be the Hour (i.e., the Day of 

Resurrection)?" He (the Prophet ~ ) 
said, "What preparation have you 
made for it?" He said, "Only the love 
of Allah and His Messenger. " Then 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "You will 
be with those whom you love." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

The narration in Muslim is: The 
man replied: "I have made no signifi­

cant preparation with regard to Salat 

(prayer), Saum (fasting) and Sadaqah 

(charity) but I love Allah and His 
Messenger." 
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Commentary: The love of the Companions of the Prophet ~ for Allah and His 

Prophet ~ was not verbal only, as is the case of present-day Muslims. Their love was 

full of obedience and submission to Allah in the true sense. This is what the bedouin 

mentioned in this Hadfth really meant when he said that he had not amassed a large 

treasure by way of Salat, Saum (fasts) and Sadaqah for presentation on the Day of 

Resurrection. What he meant by them was voluntary acts and not the obligations. The 

reason being that the obligatory acts like Salat, Saum and Zakat are incumbent on 

every Muslim and no one can claim to be a true believer and lover of Allah and His 

Prophet ~ who ignores them. Any Muslim who entertains true love of Allah and His 

Prophet ~, makes it evident in his practical life by his strict performance of the duties 

and obligations enjoined by Allah and demonstrated by His Prophet ~ through his 

Sunnah. Even if such a person does not have to his credit a large amount of voluntary 

acts, he will be declared successful by Allah. This is the real import of this Hadith , 

otherwise a Muslim's claim for the love of Allah and His Prophet ~ will be void if he 

does not fulfill his religious obligations. In fact, without the fulfillment of religious 

obligations, his claim will be nothing short of self-deception. His claim for the love of 

Allah and His Prophet ~ , which is not supported by his actions will carry no weight 

before Allah. This is what the following Ayah of the Noble Qur'an enjoins: "Say (0 
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Muhammad ~ to mankind:) 'If you (really) love Allah then follow me (i.e. , accept 

Islamic Tauhid, follow the Qur'an and the Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive 

your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."' (3:31) 

370. Ibn Mas'ud ~ .ii i ~ J reported: 
A man came to Messenger of Allah ~ 
and said, "O Messenger of Allah! 
What do you think of a man who 

loves some people but does not go any 
nearer to their position?" He (~ ) 
replied, "A man will be with those 
whom he loves." [Al-Bukh1M and 

Muslim] 

~ 41 ~ '_; ;;_,:; 0 1 .f 3 -fV • 

~ .& 1 ~rJ Jt Y.J ~~ : Jli 
, ,,,. .,, ,., ,,,, .,, ,,.,,. 

J J~ 0 .&1 J_?J ~ : Jw 
~· ' • .:_;~ ~,, t_;· : ~1 \~ ' r"f: \.Y"""':'. r-' Y . <..r- .) , , 

0 , ,., ,.....-

:; 2 :~1ii :~ ~1 J_?J Jw 

-~~11~i 

Commentary: ~ ~ r5 "Lam yalhaq bihim" means that he has not been able to 

come close to them in righteousness and good deeds but in the next world Almighty 

Allah will , by His Grace and Mercy, elevate him and bring him on par with the 

righteous and the pious persons because of his love for them. 

371. Abu Hurairah ......:.......- .iii ~ J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying, "People are like gold and 
silver; those who were best in Jahiliyyah 
(Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance) are 
best in Islam, if they have religious 
understanding; and the souls are like 
recruited soldiers, they get mixed up 
with those similar with them in 
qualities and oppose and drift away 
from those who do not share their 
qualities." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

-1~ l~l 
_j j~ t_j 

·r1--- ~\)) 11, ' .;1:.:1 -~ 

✓ ~I 11c_l.J_j'-~1n :~_j.i &.,,WI l.S .J~.J 

1. Metals differ from each other. Some of them are precious and others worthless. 

Similar is the case of the people's conduct and actions. There are people of both kinds 
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in the world. If good persons of the pre-Islamic period (who were distinguished for 

their noble character) embraced Islam, and understood and acted upon the 

injunctions of Islam, they were entitled to the same distinction which they were 

holding previously (in the pre-Islamic period) . There would be no reduction in their 

prestige and status with their conversion. 

2. The words "souls are like recruited soldiers" signify the natural difference of nature 

and temperament in people. Those who are noble, would be introduced to the pious 

ones; and others who are fascinated by evil, will be introduced to the mischievous 

ones. People of each kind will maintain contact with their own fellows, as is indicated 

by a proverb: 

'Birds of a fea ther flock together, pigeons go with pigeons, hawks with hawks.' 

Some scholars have pointed out that a person who hates the righteous people must 

find out its cause because it is a dangerous symptom of one's bad end. After 

discovering its cause he must try to change it. 

372. Usair bin 'Amr (Ibn Jabir) 

reported: When delegations from Ye­

men came to the help of (the Muslim 

army at the time of Jihad) 'Umar ~ ,; 
= <ll I would ask them, "Is there Owais 

bin 'Amir amongst you?" (He contin­

ued searching him) until he met Owais 

= .&1 ~.J· He said, "Are you Owais bin 
'Amir?" He said, "Yes." 'Umar asked, 

"Are you from the Qaran branch of the 

tribe of Murad?" He said, "Yes." He 

('Umar = .&1 ~,;) again said, "Did you 
suffer from leucoderma and then you 

were cured from it but for the space of 
a dirham?" He said, "Yes." He ('Umar 

= .&1 ~,;) said, "Is your mother still 
alive?" He said, "Yes." He ('Umar 

= .&1 ~,;) said, "I heard Messenger of 
Allah ~ saying, 'There would come to 
you Owais bin 'Amir with the reinfor-
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cement from the people of Yemen. He 

would be from Qaran (the branch) of 

Murad. He had been suffering from 

leucoderma from which he was cured 

but for a spot of a dirham. He has a 
mother to whom he is very dutiful. If 

he were to take an oath in the Name of 

Allah, Allah would fulfill his oath. And 

if it is possible for you, ask him to ask 

forgiveness for you.' So, ask forgive­

ness for me." He (Owais ,;,&, .iii cr'.J) did 

so. 'Umar ,;,&, .iii cr'.J then said, "Where 
do you intend to go?" He said, "To 

Kufah." He ('Umar ,;,&, .ii i cr'.J) said, 
"Let me write a letter for you to its 

governor," whereupon he (Owais er' .J 
,;,&, .iii) said, "I love to live amongst the 

poor people." The following year, a 

person from among the elite ( of 

Kufah) performed Hajj and he met 

'Umar ,;,&, .ii i cr' .J• 'Umar ,;,&, .ii i cr' .J 
asked him about Owais ,;,&, .iii er' .J · He 
said, "I left him in a state with meagre 

means of sustenance in a decayed 

house." (Thereupon) 'Umar .ii i cr'.J 
,;,&, said, "I heard Messenger of Allah 

~ saying, 'There would come to you 
Owais bin 'Amir of Qaran, a branch 

( of the tribe) of Murad, along with the 
reinforcement of the people of Ye­

men. He had been suffering from 
leucoderma which would have been 

cured but for the space of a dirham. 
He has a mother to whom he is very 
dutiful. Were he to swear, trusting 

Allah, for something, Allah would 
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fulfill his oath. If you can ask him to 
pray for forgiveness for you, do so." 
This man went to Owais ~ 4 1 ~ _; and 
asked him to pray for forgiveness for 

him. Owais ~ 4 1 ~ _; said to him, 
"You have just returned from a blessed 
journey, it is you who should pray for 
forgiveness for me; and did you meet 
'Umar?" The man said, "Yes." 'Owais 

~ 4 1 ~ _; then prayed for forgiveness 
for him. People became aware of the 
high status of Owais ~ 4 I ~ _; and he 
set out following his course. [Muslim] 

Another narration is: A delegation 
from Kufah came to 'Umar ~ 4 1 ~ .)• 

Among them was one who used to 

make fun of Owais ~ 4 1 ~ _; - 'Umar 
~ 4 1 ~ _; enquired, "Is there anyone 
among you who is from Qaran ?" So 
this man stepped forward . Then 'Umar 

~ 4 1 ~ _; said, "I heard Messenger of 
Allah ~ saying, 'A man will come to 
you from Yemen named Owais. He 
will have left in the Yemen only his 
mother. He was suffering from leuco­
derma and prayed to Allah to be cured 
of it. So he was cured except for a 
space of the size of a dinar or a dirham. 
Whoever of you should meet him 
should ask him to pray for forgiveness 
for him."' 

Another narration is: 'Umar 41 ~ _; 

~ said: "I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying, 'The best one of the next 
generation (At-Tabi'Ctn) is a man called 
Owais, he will have a mother and he 
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will be suffering from leucoderma. Go 
to him and ask him to pray for 
forgiveness for you." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

1. This Hadith is one of the clear miracles of the Prophet ~ because he not only told 

the name of Owais = <il l ,_,,.;,J but also some of his special qualities and characteristics 

which tallied with the description given by him. 

2. It tells the virtues of simplicity, and anonymity. 

3. The merit of nice treatment to mother. 

4. This Hadith is also a proof on Owais being the best of the successors to the 

Prophet's Companions (i.e., At-Tabi'un ). 

5. The humbleness of 'Umar = .&1 ,_,,.;,J and his desire for goodness despite being in the 

position of the Leader of the Believers. 

373. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab .& 1 '-f""'.J 

= reported: I sought permission of the 
Prophet ~ to perform 'Umrah. He 
granted me leave and said, "Dear 

brother! Do not forget us in your 
supplications." ('Umar added): This is 
something I would not exchange for 
the whole world. 

Another narration is: He ~ said, 
"Include us, my dear brother, in your 

supplications." [Abu Dawud and At­

Tirmidhi, who categorized the Hadith 

as Hasan Sahih. Sheikh Salim Al-Hilali 
in his book "Bahjatun-Nazireen, Sharh 

Riyad-us-Saliheen" classifies it as 
"Da 'if', the reason being that 'Asim 
bin 'Abdullah is "weak" in narration]. 

:.ri' '_; '-' u;J I 0 :;.}- :.f J - '('V'(' 

. ~ ~ :I\ -.:.._;1E:.. I : Jt.; ~ i1 -I ~, '-E"" 

( , '. ~ ~ II : J l; .J , J 0~ ij , §;.;.l I 

Commentary: It is Mustahab (desirable) to request such a person for prayer who is 

proceeding on a journey, especially one who is going with the intention of Hajj or 

'Umrah. The reason being: 

1. Prayer for someone in his absence is imbued with sincerity. 
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2. The places a pilgrim visits in the course of Hajj are such that prayers made there are 

accepted by Allah. 

3. It is also Mustahab that during the course of Hajj when a pilgrim supplicates on 

special sites and occasions, he should not pray for himself alone but also include his 

relatives and friends in his supplications. 

4. The act of praying for others goes to prove the eminence of religious fraternity of 

the Muslims. The Prophet ~ is the spiritual father of the entire Muslim community, 

and is the most superior in nobility and excellence in the whole universe, but in respect 

of Faith, he is also a brother of all the Muslims and all the Muslims are his brothers. It 

is illustrated by the fact that he called 'Umar .:.... .ii i ~ ; his brother. 

374. Ibn 'Umar 1 , 1 · c .ii i ~.J 

reported: The Prophet ~ used to 
visit Quba', either mounted or on foot 
and would offer two Rak'ah prayer in 
the mosque there. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: The Prophet 
~ used to visit the mosque at Quba' 
every Saturday (i.e., every week) either 
mounted or on foot, and lbn 'Umar 

~ .ii I ~ .; used to do the same thing. 

Commentary: 

~ i1 ~'j ;.J. 01 :j-3 -fVt 

~1) ;t:;; ~J1 ~ ~1 ~lS :J t.; 

'l'.'..;,~ ' ., J 

. ili 

_.J ~'~ t _~I\ ~\.5 --,· , '-:"· - ~ '-?;°' : ~ JJ cj,J 
;.i } J, .,.. 

..::....:.::, I( ;G ~ 
? • u . ; 

,. , 0 .,.. ,., 

. ~ '_;J. J.I 0l5_, 

1.Qubii' was a village about two miles away from Al-Madinah. Now, it is a part of the 

city. According to a Hadfth , the Prophet ~ has regarded the performance of one Sa/at 

there equal to an 'Umrah. (At-Tirmidhf, Al-Jami' As-Saghfr). 

2. This Hadfth also shows the passion which Ibn 'Umar ~ .& 1 ~ ; had for following 

the Sunnah for which he is well-reputed. 
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CHAPTER 46 

EXCELLENCE AND ETIQUETTE 

OF SINCERE LOVE FOR THE 

SAKE OF ALLAH 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Muhammad (~ ) is the Messenger 

of Allah. And those who are with him 

are severe against disbelievers, and 

merciful among themselves. You see 

them bowing and falling down pros­

trate (in prayer), seeking bounty from 

Allah and (His) Good Pleasure. The 

mark of them (i.e., of their Faith) is on 

their faces (foreheads) from the traces 

of prostration (during prayers). This 

is their description in the Taurat 

(Torah). But their description in the 

Injeel (Gospel) is like a (sown) seed 

which sends forth its shoot, then 

makes it strong, and becomes thick 

and it stands straight on its stem, 

delighting the sowers, that He may 
enrage the disbelievers with them. 

Allah has promised those among 
them who believe (i.e., all those who 

follow Islamic Monotheism, the reli­

gion of Prophet Muhammad ~ till the 

Day of Resurrection) and do righteous 

good deeds, forgiveness and a mighty 

reward (i.e., Jannah)." (48:29) 

"And those who, before them, had 
homes (in Al-Madinah) and had 

adopted the Faith, - love those who 

.:ill J ~I~~½ -ti 
, . . 
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emigrate to them ... " (59:9) 

375. Anas bin Malik ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"There are three qualities whoever 
has them, will taste the sweetness of 
Iman : To love Allah and His Messen­
ger (~ ) more than anyone else; to love 
a slave (of Allah) only for (the sake of) 
Allah; and to abhor returning to 
infidelity after Allah has saved him 
from it as he would abhor to be thrown 
into the fire ( of Hell). " [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

</ ~ .& 1 ~ J ~ f d'J - r'Vo 
,,. , "" ,,. ,,. ,,. 

<W :.; ~ ..::.,~ :J l.i ~ ~\ 

~j:,_ 01 : ~~"{I~_:;-}.;. 0f ~J 

.~\' \.!......:Jl~l j '" ii .r:' , ,. " . .)-")) 

• .& ~\ ~ 'l .: 0 ' i1 ~ 01' " . ,. .r-' . ,. ) 

0f ~ fa1 J- ;~ 01 ;~ 01_:; 

1. In this Had'ith , the love of Allah signiffies the sweetness of Iman . 

2. The love of Allah and His Prophet ~ is the cornerstone of the Faith. When it is said 

that this love should exceed one's love for everything else in the universe, it means that 

what is enjoined by Allah and His Prophet ~ must be given preference over 

everything else, whether it is love for the wife, children, worldly interests, desires or 

whims. When there is a clash between the two, the former should be given preference 

over the latter. 

376. Abu Hurairah .......:..J. .ii i ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Seven are (the persons) whom Allah 
will give Shade of His Thrown on the 
Day when there would be no shade 
other than His Throne's Shade: A just 
ruler; a youth who grew up worship­
ping Allah ; a man whose heart is 
attached to mosques; two persons 
who love and meet each other and 
depart from each other for the sake of 
Allah; a man whom an extremely 
beautiful woman seduces (for illicit 

:JI.ii -~~ J 

(J~l a; ~~J 
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relation), but he (rejects this offer by 
saying): 'I fear Allah'; a man who gives 
in charity and conceals it (to such an 
extent) that the left hand does not 
know what the right has given; and a 
person who remembers Allah in 
solitude and his eyes well up." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

'<: "t~" ·~ , '· -'.~ ~ j~ r ~ r..r- JJ ' ~ ~ -

. ~ ~ 11;2;. ~~ QL:;. .&1 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions seven types of people whom Almighty Allah 

provides special protection or His Throne's Shade. In some Ahadith this blessing has 

also been promised for some noble actions over and above those which have been 

mentioned here. Some 'Ulama' including As-Sakhkhawi and Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar have 

given a list of seventy such actions. Imam As-Suyuti said: "The (present) Hadith 

mentions only seven qualities to bring into prominence their importance and also the 

importance of acting upon them." 

377. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah, 
the Exalted, will say: 'Where are those 
who have mutual love for the sake of 
My Glory? Today I shall shelter them 
in My Shade when there will be no 
shade except Mine."' [Muslim] 

Commentary: It should be borne in mind that the shade referred to in the Hadith is 

the shade of Allah's Throne. Referring to this shade in the Arabic text as the Shade of 

Allah, is similar to the 'she camel of Allah,' the 'land of Allah' 'the house of Allah' that 

are mentioned in the Qur'an. (Editor's Note) 

378. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"By Him in Whose Hand my soul is! 
You will not enter Jannah until you 
believe, and you shall not believe until 
you love one another. May I inform 

~ 

l?+JIJn : ~ 
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~\ \}->-_l,j 
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you of something, if you do, you love 

each other. Promote greeting amongst 
you (by saying As-salamu 'alaikum to 
one another)." [Muslim] 

~~l_;.; ~J-~lj l~l ;~ ~ 
J- .,, -' ot 

·r-1-- ~1_,:; 11('"½ f)l:JI l_,...:jl 

Commentary: In this Hadith, Islam has been regarded as the medium of mutual 

love. This is the reason Muslims have been enjoined to greet each other regardless of 

acquaintance. It does not, however, mean that a Muslim will be a true believer or 

entitled tolannah , by mere greeting. What it really means is that his Faith will become 

meaningful only when it is supported by actions. Greeting is an Islamic custom and a 

practical form and demonstration of it. The combination of Faith and its practice will 

take a Muslim to Jannah. 

379. Abu Hurairah ~ ..t1 ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "A 
man set out to visit a brother (in Faith) 
in another town and Allah sent an 
angel on his way. When the man met 
the angel, the latter asked him, 
"Where do you intend to go?" He 
said, "I intend to visit my brother in 
this town. " The angel said, "Have you 
done any favour to him?" He said, 
"No, I have no desire except to visit 
him because I love him for the sake of 
Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious. " 
Thereupon the angel said, "I am a 
messenger to you from Allah (to 
inform you) that Allah loves you as 
you love him (for His sake)." [Muslim] 

380. Al-Bara' bin 'Azib L.+s, .ti ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said about 
theAnsar: "Only a believer loves them, 
and only a hypocrite hates them. Allah 
loves him who loves them and Allah 
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hates him who hates them." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: The way the Ansar or Helpers, faithfully served Islam, Muslims and 

the Prophet ~, constitutes not only one of the brightest chapters of Islamic history but 

also makes them a model of excellent conduct and character. Almighty Allah 

rewarded them for their devotion to Islam with immense love for Faith - the love 

which became a symbol of their Faith and love for Allah. Not only that, because of this 

devotion of the Ansiir, everyone who entertained jealousy and hatred against them was 

declared a hypocrite by Allah. There were two famous tribes, namely Al-Aus and AI­

Khazraj in AI-Madinah. In the pre-Islamic days they were enemies to each other. 

When they embraced Islam, they became close brothers. They welcomed the 

Muhajirun (the Emigrants) with open arms and rendered every possible assistance to 

them. For this reason they were named Ansar. May Allah be pleased with them and 

they be pleased with Him. 

381. Mu'adh (bin Jabal) = .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah, the Exalted, has said: 'For 

those who love one another for the 
sake of My Glory, there will be seats of 

light ( on the Day of Resurrection), and 
they will be envied by the Prophets and 
martyrs."' [At-Tirmidhi] 

Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that Allah will grant an exalted position to such 

people who love one another for His sake. "They will be envied by the Prophets and 

martyrs" does not mean that they will be granted a place higher than even the 

Prophets because the highest position will be granted to the Prophets, as these are the 

best of Allah's creation. These words simply draw our attention to the superiority and 

the exalted position those who love one another for Allah's sake will have on the Day 

of Resurrection. 

382. Abu Idris Al-Khaulani .ii i .......,.. J 

reported: I once entered the mosque in 
Damascus. I happened to catch sight of 
a young man who had bright teeth (i .e., 
he was always seen smiling). A number 
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of people had gathered around him. 
When they differed over anything they 
would refer it to him and act upon his 
advice. I asked who he was and I was 
told that he was Mu'adh bin Jabal ~ J 

-:.... .ii i. The next day I hastened to the 
mosque, but found that he had arrived 
before me and was busy in performing 
Saliit. I waited until he finished, and 
then went to him from the front, 
greeted him with Salam and said to 
him, "By Allah I love you." He asked, 
"For the sake of Allah?" I replied, 
"Yes, for the sake of Allah. " He again 
asked me, "Is it for Allah's sake?" I 
replied, "Yes, it is for Allah's sake." 
Then he took hold of my cloak, drew 
me to himself and said, "Rejoice,! I 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
'Allah, the Exalted, says: My love is 

due to those who love one another for 
My sake, meet one another for My 
sake, visit one another for My sake and 
spend in charity for My sake."' [Malik] 

I, 
1_,~i..;, J ,..:JI 

., J.,, t 
-~\ ) if' ,, .. ~ 

._,~I 
, 

1:J. : ~ 
,, , ., I)' ,.. , 0 

)~ -.:.J w ~ 
,u-_, 

~ 0\5 d:; I~ .<lJ\ ~) ~ - ~ 

~~~ - . ~ ~~_; . ..s~ ,+:31 
~►~ -~ ~~)) -~~ .. ,, .,, ,, 

-? ~ ~ ~ -~~ ~ ~ 
:~ :J -~_,', .~ ~L-j 

I , •~) 

~ .JJT : J lli I ~ ~ t,~ : I .& I, , ., '-!\ ) 
J O .,,... _ _., .,,.,,. lo- J O ,..,, 

:~ ~.&1 :Jw ,.&1 :~ 

_;~ , _;I~~ ~~ _;J;:. t I .&i 

-~ 
, . , 1~:'11 ' , . ~ 0 l~~.k 

I (I,, ..:.r-~~ ~ ) I (I,, ~ . . ) 

;1).:; ~ ~~ ((~ ~~q1J 
. - - ~ \\ o,C.:.,L, U, ' 'i\ · ~~ c.,..-:-,- ,, ;; .r- <-1- , 

. .l. '>\ _;~ 1J 'r1 6::•·'.)}l ~,J.'.t...,. 

Commentary: Besides the merit of mutual affection, contact and co-operation for 

the pleasure of Allah, this Hadith tells us that one should disclose one's affection to 

him whom one loves. It also tells us that when a person is engaged in worship or daily 

round of recitation, his visitor should not sit before him so that his concentration is not 

affected. He should sit behind him and wait till he has finished his prayer. The Hadfth 

also teaches us to approach someone from the front so as not to scare him. 
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383. Abu Karimah Al-Miqdad bin </ ,?Ii.WI ~f ~f .y- - fl\'(' 

Ma'dikarib ~ .&1 ~ J reported: The 
Prophet ~ said, "When a man loves 
his brother (for Allah sake) let him tell 
him that he loves him." [At-Tirmidhi 

and Abu Dawud] 

~ ~I</~ i1 ~J ~P-~ 
'~ L:;.f j.:; ~ I ..:..;. f l~l)) : JLl 

Commentary: The wisdom behind informing someone that one loves him for the 

sake of Allah, is to make him aware of the regard shown to him so that this will turn 

into mutual affection and will, therefore, promote cooperation with each other. 

384. Mu'adh (bin Jabal) ~ -.iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ held 
my hand and said, "O Mu'adh, By 
Allah, I love you and advise you not to 
miss supplicating after every Salat 

(prayer) saying: 'Allahumma a'inni 

'ala dhikrika wa shukrika, wa husni 

'ibadatika,' (0 Allah, help me remem­
ber You, expressing gratitude to You 
and worship You in the best manner)." 
[Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i). 
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Commentary: We learn from this Hadfth the following: 

1. It is commendable to inform those whom one loves for Allah's sake, of this love. 

2. The superiority of Mu'adh. 

3. It is commendable to say this Du 'a after each obligatory Salat. 

4. It is commendable to seek Allah's Help in order to discharge one's duties towards 

Allah in the best possible manner. 

385. Anas bin Malik ....:....,;. .&1 ~) 

reported: A man was with the Prophet 
~ when another man passed by and 
the former said: "O Messenger of 
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Allah! I love this man (for Allah's 

sake). " Messenger of Allah ~ asked, 

"Have you informed him?" He said, 

"No." Messenger of Allah ~ then 

said, "Tell him (that you love him)." 

So he went up to the man and said to 

him, "I love you for the sake of Allah;" 

and the other replied, "May Allah, for 

Whose sake you love me, love you." 

[Abu Dawud] 

CHAPTER47 

SIGNS OF ALLAH'S LOVE FOR 

HIS SLAVES AND THE EFFORTS 

FOR ITS ACHIEVEMENT 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Say (0 Muhammad ~ to 

mankind): 'If you (really) love Allah 

then follow me (i.e., accept Islamic 

Monotheism, follow the Qur'an and 

the Sunnah), Allah will love you and 

forgive you of your sins. And Allah is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."' (3:31) 

"0 you who believe! Whoever from 

among you turns back from his 
religion (Islam), Allah will bring a 

people whom He will love and they will 

love Him; humble towards the believ­

ers, stern towards the disbelievers, 

fighting in the way of Allah, and 

never afraid of the blame of the 

blamers. That is the Grace of Allah 

which He bestows on whom He wills. 

And Allah is All-Sufficient for His 
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creatures' needs, All-Knower." (5:54) 

386. Abu Hurairah .....:......,, .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah, the Exalted, has said: 'I will 
declare war against him who treats 
with hostility a pious worshipper of 
Mine. And the most beloved thing with 
which My slave comes nearer to Me, is 
what I have enjoined upon him; and 

My slave keeps on coming closer to Me 
through performing Nawafil (voluntary 
prayers or doing extra deeds besides 
what is obligatory) until I love him, (so 
much so that) I become his hearing 
with which he hears, and his sight with 
which he sees, and his hand with which 
he strikes, and his leg with which he 
walks; and if he asks Me something, I 

will surely give him, and if he seeks My 
Protection (refuge), I will surely pro­
tect him."' [Al-Bukhari] 

~ .iii ~ J ~;.; ~ i :_;.:, - r'Ai 
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Commentary: This Hadith tell us the status and distinctive signs of the favoured 

men of Allah (..i,1 .L,J.,i). The Noble Qur'an has defined them as: 

"Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah) and used to fear Allah much (by 

abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing righteous deeds)." (10:63) . 

According to this definition, every believer who really fears Allah is a favoured of 

Allah . It means that except for Faith and piety, favoured of Allah are neither people of 

the special kind nor have they any special distinctive signs, as is generally thought by 

some people. In this respect, the ignorance of the general public is shocking because 

they regard even such persons as favoured of Allah who not only neglect the religious 

obligations and the practice of the Prophet ~ ' but also woefully lack cleanliness. 

Sometimes they call even mad or half-mad persons as favourites of Allah, whereas a 

Wali in the true sense is one who is meticulous about observing the obligations and is 
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fearful of Allah. 

This Hadith brings about the following four points: 

Firstly, the love of those whom Allah loves entail the love of Allah, and hating them 

entails the hatred of Allah,. 

Secondly, when a true Muslim acquires nearness and love of Allah by means of 

performing religious obligations, supererogatory and voluntary prayers, Allah then 

becomes his special helper and protects his limbs and organs and does not let them 

work for His disobedience. Then he does not use any part of his body for things which 

are disliked by Him. It is wrong to infer from this Hadith, as men of heretical and 

polytheistic trend try to do, that Auliya' become the eyes, ears, hands, feet , etc. of 

Allah. That is to say that Almighty Allah descends in them. Thus, on the basis of this 

contemptible reasoning, they conclude that it makes no difference whether one begs 

from Allah or Auliya because the two are one being. For such people supplicating "O 

Allah! Help us", "O Prophet of Allah! Help us" and "O Ali! Help us" etc., are all 

right. One who says so has certainly gone astray, rather commits Shirk (polytheism). 

May Allah save us from these sins. According to the Hadith, a true pious man likes and 

adopts what is liked by Allah, and avoids all such things which are not liked by Him. 

Thirdly, the performance of the obligatory acts of worshipping has the first and 

foremost importance for attaining the pleasure of Allah because their fulfillment is 

liked the most by Allah and also because they furnish the foundation, on which the 

edifice of Islam is built. As we cannot think of a building without foundation, similarly, 

we cannot think of voluntary worship without fulfilling the basic obligations. The fact 

is that one who neglects them ceases to be a Muslim. This is the reason for the severe 

warnings of Allah to those who default on this account. Those who neglect voluntary 

prayers have not been given any warning. It is, however, true that their performance in 

addition to the obligatory ones increases lustre of obligations. Nawafil (voluntary acts 

of worship) help one to attain the exalted place of being loved by Allah by virtue of 

which one is endowed with the special Help of Allah. 

Fourthly, Almighty Allah certainly grants the prayers of those whom He loves. But 

acceptance of their prayers, however, does not mean that their results appear at once. 

Sometime the results of these prayers appear after a long time. The prayer of virtuous 

persons is certainly granted but whether it takes a long or short time depends solely on 

the Will of Allah. 
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387. Abu Hurairah ~ .ti ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"When Allah loves a slave, calls out 
Jibrli and says: 'I love so-and-so; so 

love him'. Then Jibril loves him. After 
that he (Jibril) announces to the 
inhabitants of heavens that Allah 
loves so-and-so; so love him; and the 
inhabitants of the heavens (the angels) 
also love him and then make people on 
earth love him." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

Another narration of Muslim is: 
Messenger of Allah, ~ said: "When 
Allah loves a slave, He calls Jibril 
(Gabriel) and says: 'I love so-and-so; 
so love him.' And then Jibril loves him. 
Then he (Jibril) announces in the 
heavens saying: Allah loves so-and-so; 
so love him; then the inhabitants of the 
heavens (the angels) also love him; and 
then people on earth love him. And 
when Allah hates a slave, He calls 
Jibril and says: 'I hate so-and-so, so 
hate him.' Then Jibril also hates him. 
He (Jibril) then announces amongst 
the inhabitants of heavens: 'Verily, 
Allah hates so-and-so, so you also 
hate him.' Thus they also start to hate 
him. Then he becomes the object of 
hatred on the earth also." [Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the reward of love for the sake of Allah. A 

person who loves for the sake of Allah is not only loved by Allah but also by the 

inhabitants of the earth as well as the heavens. On the other hand, those who are hated 

by Allah are also hated by the inhabitants of the earth and the heavens. It must be 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 354 II Riyad-us-Sa1iheen 

borne in mind that they alone remain popular in this world who are righteous by 

nature - who strictly maintain the distinction between the lawful and the unlawful 

(Ma 'ruf and Munkar). But those whose nature is defected by constant sins, cease to 

distinguish between right and wrong and lose their credibility. They generally hate the 

pious persons for the reason that every category of people loves and likes people of its 

own kind. 

388. 'J\.ishah Lp- .&1 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah, ~ appointed a 
man in charge of an army unit who led 

them in Salat (prayer); he always 
concluded his recitation with Surat 

Al-Ikhlas: "Say (0 Muhammad ~ ): 
'He is Allah, (the) One. Allah-us­

Samad (Allah - the Self-Sufficient). 
He begets not, nor was He begotten. 
And there is none equal or comparable 
to Him."' (112:1-4) Upon their return 
to Al-Madinah, they mentioned this to 

Messenger of Allah ~, who said, "Ask 
him why he does so?" He was asked 

and he said, "This Surah contains the 
Attributes of Allah, the Gracious, and 
I love to recite it. Messenger of Allah 

~ then told them, "Tell him that Allah 
loves him." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: We learn from the Had'ith the following: 

1. The Companions always rushed to the Prophet ~ to ask his opinion about anything 

they m;)ticed strange to them. 

2. The superiority of Surat Al-lkhlas as it clarifies points of Tauhid. 

3. The permissibility to recite two Surah during Salat , apart from Surat Al-Fatihah, in 

one single Rak'ah. 

4. The permissibility of reciting the same Surah over and over again, as this Sahabi 

(Companion) who led the Salat used to recite Surat Al-Jkhlas after each recitation. 
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CHAPTER48 

WARNING AGAINST 

PERSECUTION OF THE PIOUS, 

THE WEAK AND THE INDIGENT 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And those who annoy believing men 
and women undeservedly, they bear 
(on themselves) the crime of slander 
and plain sin." (33:58) 

"Therefore, treat not the orphan 
with oppression. And repulse not the 
beggar." (93:9,10) 

389. Jundub bin Abdullah ,;.s, .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"He who performs the Fajr (dawn) 

prayer comes under the Protection of 

Allah, so beware lest Allah questions 
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you about what you owe Him. For if 
He questions anyone of you and he 
falls short of fulfilling the duty which 
he owes Him, He will requite and then 
throw upon his face into the Hell-fire." 
[Muslim] 
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Commentary: A Muslim who performs Fajr prayer receives the protection of Allah. 

But he who does not fall short of fulfilling the duty which he owes to Allah. It also 

serves a warning in case of not observing such duty, Allah will demand failing to it. If 

He does, Hell will be the requital. This highlights the merit of performing the Fajr 

prayer with congregation, while the second warns a Muslim that since he has started 

that day by a pledge with Allah, he must keep it for the full day and abstain from doing 

anything which goes against it. 
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CHAPfER 49 

MAKING JUDGEMENT OF 

PEOPLE KEEPING IN VIEW 

THEIR EVIDENT ACTIONS AND 

LEAVING THEIR HIDDEN 

ACTIONS TO ALLAH cY-"" J r 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"But if they repent and perform As­

Sa/at (lqamat-As-Sa/at), and give Zakat, 

then leave their way free. Verily, Allah 

is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (9:5) 
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390. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .& 1 ~ ) .& 1 ::.r,i'J ~ i' ~ 3 -r'~ • 
~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "I have been commanded (by 
Allah) to fight people until they testify 
that there is no true god except Allah, 
and that Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allah, and perform Salat and pay 
Zakat. If they do so, they will have 

protection of their blood and property 
from me except when justified by 
Islam, and then account is left to 
Allah." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith brings out the following three points: 

1. The objective of Jihad. This objective warrants that one must struggle against Kufr 

(disbelief) and Shirk (polytheism) and the worship of falsehood in all its forms. Jihad 

has to continue until this objective is achieved. This contention is supported by a 

Hadith , to the effect that Jihad will continue till the Day of Resurrection. In this 

Hadith the word ✓UI (An-Nas) translated above as "people" stands for the polytheists 

and idolaters. The reason being that other Nasus (pl. of Nass , meaning 'text') confirm 
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the exemption of Ahl-ul-Kitflb (people of the Scriptures) from it subject to the 

condition that they agree to pay Jizyah (dues imposed by Islam on the people of the 

Book living under the protection of an Islamic state) and submit to the Muslim rule. 

The Arab pagans have only the choice to either embrace Islam or face war. In the 

latter case, it is incumbent on the Mulsims to wage Jihfld against them to wipe out Kufr 

and Shirk and raise the banner of Tauhid everywhere. 

This Hadith strongly refutes the people who distort the Islamic concept of Jihad and 

hold that Islam preaches defensive war only. It is an apologetic approach because 

defensive war has to be fought in any case by every nation and country. Thus, it is a 

compulsion and needs no justification. The real distinction of Islam lies in its enjoining 

Muslims to wage war for upholding the truth beside fighting for their own defense. 

The domination of Kufr, Shirk and falsehood is darkness, heresy and tyranny, and the 

objective of Islam is to purge the world of all these evils. It aims at liberating man from 

the worship of man, set them on the path of worship of Allah, and to provide a just and 

equitable society to mankind. Wherever in the world there is tyranny, ignorance and 

heresy, Muslims are bound to fight such evils and finish them by means of Jihad. 

There is also a third form of Jihfld which is waged against countries where Muslims are 

victims of aggression, suppression and cruelties of the non-Muslims. It is incumbent 

upon Muslims to liberate their brethren in Faith from the clutches of the non-Muslims 

by means of Jihad. So long Muslims performed this obligation with a sense of duty, 

Islam and its followers were dominant in the world and ever since they have ignored 

this obligation, both are in subjugation and disgrace. In other words, the secret of 

power and stability of Muslims lies in Jihad. Muslims need to understand this secret 

like their ancestors. 

2. Life and property of every person is secured after his joining the fold of Islam. He 

will, however, be subject to the law of Islam, one of which is payment of Zakflt. If he 

murders any Muslim, he will also be killed in return, unless the heirs of the victim 

pardon the murderer or accept blood-money (Diyah) for it. 

3. When a person embraces Islam, the laws of Shari'ah apply to him according to his 

apparent condition only. His heart will not be probed for this purpose. In case, he is 

not sincere or he has some design in joining the fold of Islam, no action will be taken 

against him until guilt is fully proved. What he has in his heart will be left to Allah 

Who will pass judgement on his intention on the Day of Resurrection. This Hadith is 

related to this chapter for its third point. In their debate on this point, some 'Ulama' 

have contended that such people who believe in Tauhid and obey the injunctions of 

Shari 'ah are not to be declared as infidels. 
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391. Abu Abdullah bin Tariq bin 

Ashyam ~ ..ii I ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "He who 
professes La ilaha illallah (There is no 
true god except Allah), and denies of 
everything which the people worship 
besides Allah, his property and blood 
become inviolable, and it is for Allah 
to call him to account." [Muslim] 

392. Al-Miqdad bin Al-Aswad ~J 

= ..iii reported: I said, "Tell me, 0 
Messenger of Allah, if I meet an 
infidel, and we fight together, and he 

cuts off my hands with his sword, then 
hides from me behind a tree and 
(then) says he has submitted himself 
to Allah. Shall I kill him after he has 
said it?" He ~ replied, "Do not kill 
him." I submitted, "But O Messenger 
of Allah, he cut off one of my hands 
and only then he said it." Messenger of 

Allah ~ then replied, "Do not kill 
him, for if you do so, he will be in the 
position in which you were before you 
killed him (i.e., he will be considered a 
Muslim and thus his life will be 
inviolable), and you will be in the 
position in which he was before he 
made his testimony (i.e., your life will 
not be inviolable, for his heirs can ask 
for Qisas )." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Had'ith tells us that injunctions of Islam will be enforced on a 

person according to his apparent condition not his insight. The reason being that 

nobody is capable of knowing the insight of others. When a person professes Islam, we 

have to accept him a Muslim; and it will be our duty to protect his life and property. If, 

in spite of knowing that his life and property are sacred, a Muslim murders him, then it 

will be quite fair for the heirs of the victim to have Qisiis for the murder. If the 

murderer poses ignorance or takes shelter of some reason, then he will be liable for 

Diyah only. The Prophet ~ arranged payment of Diyah to the heirs of the victim in the 

case mentioned in this Hadith because some of the Companions of the Prophet ~ had 

advanced the argument that the murderer had slain the victim on the presumption that 

he had professed Islam just to save his life. 

393. Usamah bin Zaid ~ .iii ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ sent 

us to Huraqat, a tribe of Juhainah. We 

attacked that tribe early in the morning 

and defeated them, (then) a man from 

the Ansar and I caught hold of a man 

( of the defeated tribe). When we 

overcame him, he said: 'La ilaha 

illallah (There is no true god except 

Allah). ' At that moment, the Ansari 

spared him, but I attacked him with my 

spear and killed him. By the time we 

went back to Al-Madinah, news had 

already reached Messenger of Allah 

~ -He said to me, "O Usamah, did you 
kill him after he professed La ilaha 

illallah (There is no true god except 
Allah)?" I said, "O Messenger of 

Allah! He professed it only to save 
his life." Messenger of Allah ~ 
repeated, "Did you kill him after he 

had professed La ilaha illallah ?" He 
went on repeating this to me until I 

wished I had not embraced Islam 
before that day (so that I would have 
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49- MAKING JUDGEMENT OF PEOPLE 

not committed this sin). 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Did you kill him in 
spite of his professing La ilaha ill­

allah ?" I said, "O Messenger of Allah! 
He said out of fear of our arms." He ~ 
said, "Why did you not cut his heart 

open to find out whether he had done 
so sincerely or not?" He continued 
repeating it until I wished that I had 
embraced Islam only that day. 
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Commentary: The relevance of this Hadfth with the present chapter is evident from 

the fact that it stresses that injunctions of Islam will be enforced on every Muslim 

according to his apparent condition. It is a very wise course indeed for the reason that 

it has closed the door of retaliation; otherwise, everyone could kill his enemy on the 

pretext that the victim was not sincere in his profession of Islam. In order to rule out 

the possibility of any such mischief, probing into the true condition of the heart is 

ruled out. A Muslim has to be treated according to his apparent condition only. 

394. Jundub bin 'Abdullah~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
dispatched a contingent of the Mus­
lims to a tribe of the polytheists. The 
two sides met (in combat) at one place. 
A man among the polytheists was so 
dashing that, whenever he intended to 
kill a man from Muslims, he killed him. 
Amongst the Muslims, too, was a man 
looking forward to (an opportunity of) 
his (polytheist's) unmindfulness. He 
(the narrator) said: We talked that he 
was Usamah bin Zaid ~ .t i ~ J - When 
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II 362 II Riyaa-us-Stiliheen 

he raised his sword, he (the soldier of 

the polytheists) uttered: "La ilaha 

illallah (There is no true god except 

Allah)." But he (Usamah bin Zaid) 

killed him. When the good news of 

victory reached Messenger of Allah ~ 

he asked him (about the events of the 

battle), and he informed him about the 

man (Usamah) and what he had done. 

He (Messenger of Allah ~ ) sent for 

him and asked him why he had killed 
him. He (Usamah) said, "O Messenger 

of Allah, he struck the Muslims and 

killed such and such of them." And he 

named some of them. (He continued) : 

"I attacked him and when he saw the 

sword he said: 'La ilaha illallah."' 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Did you 

kill him?" He (Usamah) replied in the 

affirmative. The Messenger of Allah 

then remarked, "What would you do 

with regard to (the utterance) : La ilaha 

illallah, when it comes (before you) on 

the Day of Resurrection?" He (Usa­

mah) said, "O Messenger of Allah! 

Beg forgiveness for me. " He (the 

Prophet ~ ) said, "What would you 
do with regard to (the utterance): La 

ilaha illallah, when it comes (before 

you) on the Day of Resurrection?" He 

(Messenger of Allah ~ ) added 

nothing to it but kept repeating, 

"What would you do with regard to 

(the utterance) : La ilaha illallah, when 

it comes (before you) on the Day of 

Resurrection?" [Muslim] 
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49- MAKING JUDGEMENT OF PEOPLE 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions the incident which has been quoted in the 

preceding one. There is only a slight variation in the wording of the two. This Hadith is 

reported by Muslim under the chapter "The prohibition of killing a Kiifir (disbeliever) 

after having testified that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah." 

395. 'Abdullah bin ' Utbah bin 
Mas'ud reported: I heard 'Umar bin 

Al-Khattab ~ .ii i ~ J reported saying: 
"In the lifetime of Messenger of Allah 
~ some people were called to account 
through Revelation. Now Revelation 
has discontinued and we shall judge 
you by your apparent acts. Whoever 
displays to us good, we shall grant him 
peace and security, and treat him as a 
near one. We have nothing to do with 
his insight. Allah will call him to 
account for that. But whosoever 
shows evil to us, we shall not grant 
him security nor shall we believe him, 
even if he professed that his intention 
is good." [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth also proves that the injunctions go with the apparent acts 

of a person and not with will and intention. It also indicates that a good intention does 
not waive the Qisiis and establishing the justice. 
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Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And fear none but Me." (2:40) 

''Verily, (0 Muhammad ~ ) the Grip 
(punishment) of your Rubb is severe." 

(85:12) 

"Such is the Seizure of your Rubb 

when He seizes the (population of) 

towns while they are doing wrong. 

Verily, His Seizure is painful, (and) 

severe. Indeed in that (there) is a sure 

lesson for those who fear the torment 

of the Hereafter. That is a Day 

whereon mankind will be gathered 

together, and that is a Day when all 

(the dwellers of the heavens and the 

earth) will be present. And We delay it 

only for a term (already) fixed. On the 

Day when it comes, no person shall 

speak except by His (Allah's) Leave. 

Some among them will be wretched 

and (others) blessed. As for those who 

are wretched, they will be in the Fire, 

sighing in a high and low tone." 
(11:102-106) 

"And Allah warns you against 

Himself (His punishment)." (3:30) 

"That Day shall a man flee from his 

brother. And from his mother and his 

father. And from his wife and his 

children. Every man that Day will have 

enough to make him careless of 
others." (80:34-37) 
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50- FEAR (OF ALLAH) 

"0 mankind! Fear your Rubb and be 
dutiful to Him! Verily, the earthquake 
of the Hour (of Resurrection) is a 
terrible thing. The Day you shall see it, 
every nursing mother will forget her 
nursling, and every pregnant one will 
drop her load, and you shall see 
mankind as in a drunken state, yet 
they will not be drunken, but severe 
will be the Torment of Allah." (22:1,2) 

"But for him who fears the standing 
before his Rubb, there will be two 
Gardens (i.e., in Jannah)." (55:46) 

"And some of them draw near to 
others, questioning. Saying: 'Afore­
time, we were afraid (of the punish­

ment of Allah) in the midst of our 
families. So Allah has been gracious to 
us, and has saved us from the torment 
of the Fire. Verily, we used to invoke 
Him (Alone and none else) before. 
Verily, He is Al-Barr {the Most Subtle, 
Kind, Courteous, and Generous), the 
Most Merciful."' (52:25-28) 

396. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~ .Ji 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~' the 

truthful and the receiver of the truth 
informed us, saying, "The creation of 

you (humans) is gathered in the form 

of semen in the womb of your mother 

fo r forty days, then it becomes a 

clinging thing in similar (period), then 

it becomes a lump of flesh like that, 

then All ah sends an angel wh o 

breathes the life into it; and (the 
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angel) is commanded to record four 
things about it: Its provision, its term 
of life (in this world), its conduct; and 
whether it will be happy or miserable. 
By the One besides Whom there is no 
true god! Verily, one of you would 
perform the actions of the dwellers of 
Jannah until there is only one cubit 
between him and it (Jannah), when 
what is foreordained would come to 
pass and he would perform the actions 
of the inmates of Hell until he enter it. 
And one of you would perform the 
actions of the inmates of Hell, until 
there is only one cubit between him 
and Hell. Then he would perform the 
acts of the dwellers of Jannah until he 
would enter it." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Had'ith deals with the problem of fate in which Faith is essential. 

What it means is that Almighty Allah already knows about every person, whether he 

will be pious or impious, whether he will go to Jannah or Hell. He has already 

recorded all this. But it does not mean that man is absolutely helpless and is deprived 

of will and power, as is believed by some deviant sects who have gone astray. Fate is in 

fact a manifestation of the Knowledge of Allah and it has nothing to do with the will 

and intention of a person. Allah has not created man as a helpless creature, but has 

endowed him with the freedom of will and action, because in the absence of these two 

qualities, there would be no justification for his trial. He could only be put to test if he 

was granted not only the ability to choose between good and evil but also the freedom 

to act. For this purpose, Almighty Allah, has clearly indicated to man both the paths 

and granted him freedom to choose whichever he likes. He has also told him the 

ultimate end of each. The Noble Qur'an says: 

"Verily, We showed him the way, whether he be grateful or ungrateful. " (76:3) 

"Then whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve" 

(18:29). 
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50- FEAR (OF ALLAH) 

But by mentioning this Hadith in the chapter relating to the fear of Allah, Imam An­

Nawawi has warned that we should be fearful of Allah, pray for His Help, and an 

auspicious end of our life. He has advised us to adopt whatever means are available to 

us. In other words, we should make Faith and piety a way of life because one can find 

the means and resources according to one's capacity. Since nobody knows the result of 

his endeavours, one should leave it to Allah and rest assured that He Who has created 

him with a purpose will also create the ways and means to attain it. He who adopts 

piety, the ways to piety will open for him; and he who adopts evil, the ways to evil will 

open for him. 

A Muslim should never go towards evil at any stage of his life, lest his life comes to an 

end suddenly and he is deprived of the reward of all the good deeds he has done 

during his life and consequently he is consigned to Hell rather thanlannah. May Allah 

save us from a bad end and such actions which lead one to Hell. 

397. lbn Mas'ud ~ .ii 1 ~ J reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Hell will 

be brought on that Day (the Day of 

Resurrection) with seventy bridles; and 

with every bridle will be seventy 

thousand angels, pulling it." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith deals with the hidden matters relating to the Unseen 

world. Muslims are ordained by Allah to believe in them. It is wrong to hold them as 

metaphorical. They are realities but we can not imagine them. 

398. Nu'man bin Bashir 4:s- .iii ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The least tortured man on the Day of 

Resurrection is one underneath whose 

feet will be placed two live coal, and 

his brain will be boiling, and he would 

think that he is the most tortured, 

while he is the least tortured." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: According to the narration in Muslim , the straps of shoes to be worn 

by the inhabitants of Hell would be of fire which will make their brains boil like a 

cooker placed on oven. Some narrators have stated that the man alluded to will be 

Abu Talib, the real uncle of the Prophet ~ and his most kind and sympathetic 

supporter. But since he had died as polythiest, he will be sent to Hell. May Allah save 

us from it. 

399. Samurah bin Jundub .;.s. .ii i ~ J 

reported: Prophet of Allah ~ said, 
"Among the people of Hell are there 
those who will be emersed in fire to 
their ank.els, some to their knees, some 
to their waists, and some to their 
throats." [Muslim] 

. .'.'. I\ · ·i;. 
.r-' '-F-

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that the inhabitants of Jannah will be classified 

into different categories and enjoy different kinds of luxuries according to their merits. 

A similar classification will also be made in the inhabitants of Hell and they will suffer 

torments according to their misdeeds. 

400. Ibo 'Umar 1 , 1 · <- .&1 ~ J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ as saying, "Mankind will stand 
before Allah, the Rubb of the worlds 
(on the Day of Resurrection), some of 
them will stand submerged in perspira­
tion up to half of their ears." [Al­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith gives us a glimpse of the horrible scene of the 
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Resurrection when people will stand in awe before Allah. 

401. Anas bin Malik ....:.....<- ..iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
delivered a Khutbah to us the like of 
which I had never heard from him 
before. He said, "If you knew what I 
know, you would laugh little and weep 
much." Thereupon those present cov­
ered their faces and began sobbing. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 
Allah ~ heard of something about his 
Companions upon which he addressed 
them and said, "Jannah and (Hell) Fire 
were shown to me and I have never 

seen the like of this day in good and in 
evil. If you were to know what I know, 

you would laugh little and weep 
much." His Companions experienced 

such suffering on that day that had no 
equal. They covered their faces and 
began to weep. [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 
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1. We learn from this Hadith that Jannah and Hell do exist. The Prophet :@ was shown 

both of them. 

2. Excessive laughing is improper because it indicates that one is careless and forgetful 

of the Hereafter, while a Muslim is required to be all the time alert and careful about 

it. 

3. To weep out of fear of Allah, is praiseworthy because it indicates that one's heart is 

full of fear and he is worried about the Hereafter. 
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402. Al-Miqdad ,;..&, .iii~) reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "On the 
Day of Resurrection, the sun will come 
so close to people that there would be 
left only a distance of one Meel". 

Sulaim bin '.Amir said: By Allah, I do 
not know whether he meant by "Meel", 

the mile of the distance measure or the 
stick used for applying antimony 
powder to the eye. (Messenger of 
Allah :i! is, however, reported to 
have said:) "The people then will be 
submerged in perspiration according 
to their deeds, some up to their ankles, 
some up to their knees, some up to the 
waist and some will have the bridle of 
perspiration (reaching their mouth and 
nose) and, while saying this Messenger 
of Allah ~ pointed to his mouth with 
his hand." [Muslim] 

~ l.,a.11 <.)"" 4.; 

: J\J 

Commentary: It is not clear whether the Arabic word J,.,. (Mee!) in this Hadith is for 

the mileage or is the stick used for applying antimony. A mile consists of eight 

furlongs. Some of the commentators of Hadfth hold that it comprises four thousand 

Dhira '. Hafiz Ibn Hajar is of the opinion that it is equal to twelve thousand human 

steps. (For detail please see the book 'Mir'atul Mafatih ' Chapter Sa/at-us-Safar). If it 
stands for the mileage even then it gives an idea of the heat of the sun. Although it is 

billions of miles away from the earth but one cannot bear its heat in summer. When 

the sun shall be at a distance of one mile, its heat shall be so intense that people would 

be immersed in sweat. May Allah save us from it. 
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403. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The people will perspire on the Day 

of Resurrection and their perspiration 
will be seventy cubits down in the earth 

and it will reach up to their ears (they 
will be bridled with it). " 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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404. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J ~_?J (3 \S :J~ 8-j - t • t 
reported: We were in the company of 

Messenger of Allah ~ when we heard 

a bang. Thereupon Messenger of Allah 

~ said. "Do you know what this 

(sound) is?" We said, "Allah and His 

Messenger know better." He ~ said, 

"That is a stone which was thrown into 

Hell seventy years before and it has 

just reached its bottom." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: One can imagine the torments and horrors of Hell from its depth . 

405. 'Adi bin Hatim ,...:.J. .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Everyone of you will speak to his 
Rubb without an interpreter between 
them. He will look to his right side and 

will see only the deeds he had 
previously done; he will look to his 

left and will see only the deeds he had 

previously done, and he will look in 
front of him and will see nothing but 
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Fire (of Hell) before his face. So 
protect yourselves from Fire ( of 
Hell), even by giving half a date-fruit 
(in charity)." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth has already been mentioned. Here it has been repeated 

in the context of the fear of Allah because it also has an inducement for fear of Allah 

and warning against the horrors of Hell. 

406. Abu Dharr =.ii i ~) reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "I see 
what you do not see and I hear what 
you do not hear; heaven has squeaked, 
and it has right to do so. By Him, in 
Whose Hand my soul is, there is not a 
space of four fingers in which there is 
not an angel who is prostrating his 
forehead before Allah, the Exalted. By 
Allah, if you knew what I know, you 
would laugh little, weep much, and you 
would not enjoy women in beds, but 
would go out to the open space 
beseeching Allah." 

[At-Tirmidhf] 
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: ~ I_, ,La.JI ~ tt -.:.., \:;__;_J,_j \11 .J 

Commentary: 

1. This Hadith also highlights the importance of fear of Allah because the more 

awareness a Muslim has of the Majesty and Magnificence of Allah, the greater shall be 

the terror in his heart for His punishment and hope of His Mercy. With this state of 

mind, he will perform greater acts of obedience and abstain more rigidly from sins. 

2. The Hadith also mentions the heaven teeming with angels who are all the time 

prostrating before Allah in worship. When this is the condition of the angels, who do 

not slack for a moment in the obedience of Allah, how important it is for man to 

worship Him because he is all the time violating commands of Allah. It is, therefore, 

incumbent on man to obey Allah and always seek His Help and Refuge. 

407. Abu Barzah ~ .&1 ~ ) reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Man's 
feet will not move on the Day of 
Resurrection before he is asked about 
his life, how did he consume it, his 
knowledge, what did he do with it, his 
wealth, how did he earn it and how did 

he dispose of it, and about his body, 
how did he wear it out." 

[At-Tirmidh'i] 

Commentary: 

cfl j ~ ~ I~ - ~j_'.; ~i ;y.:, - t • V 
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1. This Hadith first of all highlights the importance and value of this transitory life, 

every breath of which is invaluable. Not a moment of it should, therefore, be wasted in 

the disobedience of Allah because one shall also be made to account for it. 

2. Man shall also be answerable for his knowledge. Here, we find an inducement for 

acquiring religious knowledge because that alone is beneficial for him. He should 

make use of his knowledge for winning the pleasure of Allah. If he does not do that 

then he must think about the justification for not doing so. He must also think how he 

would be facing Allah on the Day of Resurrection. 
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3. The question in respect of wealth raised in this Hadfth clearly shows that one should 

earn wealth by legitimate means only and spend it strictly in a lawful manner. If he 

takes to unfair means of income or squanders it, he will be sinful and required to 

account for the violation of the Divine injunctions. 

4. One should protect his body from everything that is unlawful and force himself to 

submit to the Divine injunctions. When he is asked to account for neglecting them, it 

will be difficult for him to escape the consequences of accountability. 

In short, this Hadfth makes one conscious of the accountability so that one keeps it all 

the time in view so that he will be saved from humiliation on the Day of Resurrection. 

How nice would it really be if one bears the accountability of the Day of Resurrection 

always in mind! 

408. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
recited, "That Day it (the earth) will 

reveal its news (about all that hap­

pened over it of good or evil)." (99:4). 

Then he ~ inquired, "Do you know 
what its news are?" He was told: 

"Allah and His Messenger know 
better." He said, "Its news is that it 

shall bear witness against every slave 

man and woman they did on its back. It 

will say: 'You did this and this on such 

and such day.' Those will be its news." 

[At-Tirmidhi] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth makes evident the perfect Omnipotence of Allah by 

telling us that He will bestow power of speech on the earth and it will bear witness to 

the acts committed on its surface. It has stern warning for people that however they 

may try to hide their sins from others, they will not be able to save themselves from 
Allah and His system of accountability. 

409. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri -w- .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"How can I feel at ease when the 
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Angel of the Trumpet, (Israfil) has put 
his lips to the Trumpet and is waiting 
for the order to blow it." He ~ 
perceived as if this had shocked his 
Companions, so he ~ told them to seek 
comfort through reciting: 'Hasbunallah 

wa ni'mal-Wakil [Allah (Alone) is 
Sufficient for us, and He is the Best 
Disposer of affairs (for us)] ."' [At­

Tinnidhi] 

Commentary: 
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1. This Hadfth tells us about the fear of Allah and the fright of the Hereafter 

entertained by the Prophet ~ and his Companions. It has a lesson for us that how, in 

spite of being innocent and having the assurance of the forgiveness of Allah, they were 

always fearful of Allah and the horrors of the Day of Resurrection. As against them, 

we are immersed in sins, neglect and violate the Divine injunctions day and night but 

even then we have neither the fear of Allah nor the fright of the Day of Resurrection. 

2. In the event of fear and anxiety one should seek the help of Allah and frequently 

recite the Verse of the Noble Qur'an J:5}1 ~ ., .&1 L->- "Hasbunallfihu wa ni'mal 

Wakfl" [Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for 

us).]" (3:173). 

410. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying, "He who is afraid of the 
pillage of the enemy, sets out in the 
early part of the night; and he who sets 
out early, reaches his destination. Be 
on your guard that the commodity of 
Allah is precious. Verily the commod­
ity of Allah is Jannah ." 

[At-Tinnidhi] 
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-~lkJ \ ,j ~- ~ ::11 :~1;.i1.J ,~\ ~~ ( 

~ 1 ~ 1.J 

Commentary: Imam At-Taibi has stated that the Prophet ~ mentioned this 

example for travellers to the Hereafter, because Satan is sitting on this passage and 

man's self and his false desires are his helpers. If a person is wide-awake in his travel 

and exercises caution in his activities, he is not only saved from the vices of Satan, but 

his own false desires also do not stand in his way. The Prophet ~ also pointed out that 

the way to the Hereafter is very hard and littered. with great impediments and 

obstructions and it is by no means easy to traverse it. Jannah is an invaluable gift and 

unless man gives the sacrifice of his life and wealth, he will not become eligible for 

entering it. "Allah has purchased the lives and properties of Muslims for Jannah ." 

(Tuhfatul Ahwadhi) . 

This Hadith encourages us to observe obedience of our Rubb and to spare no effort to 

desist from all acts of disobedience in order to achieve the lofty goal of entering 

Jannah , by Allah's Leave. 

411. 'A..ishah ~ .wl ct4'J reported: I 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
"The people will be assembled on the 
Day of Resurrection barefooted, 
naked and uncircumcised." I said, "O 
Messenger of Allah! Will the men and 
the women be together on that Day; 
looking at one another?" Upon this 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "O 
A..ishah, the matter will be too serious 
for them to look at one another." [A/­
Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith mentions the horrors and torments of the Day of 
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Resurrection which makes its connection with this chapter obvious. What this chapter, 

and Ahadith mentioned in it, make clear is that a Muslim should never be unmindful 

of the preparations for the Hereafter nor should he ever lose sight of the fact that he 

has to appear before Allah on the Day of Resurrection and account for all his actions. 

In order to save himself from the humiliation on that Day, he should lead a life of 

Faith and fear of Allah. Those who do not do so and lead a life free from fear of Allah 

and torments of the Hereafter, will have no hesitation in disobeying AJlah, which will 

inevitably lead them to humiliation, disgrace and heavy punishment in the Hereafter. 

CHAPTER 51 

HOPE IN ALLAH'S MERCY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Say: 0 'lbadi (My slaves) who have 
transgressed against themselves (by 
committing evil deeds and sins)! 
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah: 
verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. " 

(39:53) 
"And never do We requit in such a 

way except those who are ungrateful 
(disbelievers)." (34:17) 

"(Say:) 'Truly, it has been revealed 

to us that the torment will be for him 
who denies (believes not in the One­
ness of Allah, and in His Messengers), 
and turns away (from the truth and 
obedience of Allah)."' (20:48) 

"And My Mercy embraces all 
things." (7:156) 

412. 'Ubadah bin As-Samit .iii ~ ) 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "He who bears witness that there 
is no true god except Allah, alone 
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having no partner with Him, that 
Muhammad is His slave and His 
Messenger, that 'Isa (Jesus) is His 
slave and Messenger and he (Jesus) is 
His Word which He communicated to 
Maryam (Mary) and His spirit which 
He sent to her, that Jannah is true and 
Hell is true; Allah will make him enter 
Jannah accepting whatever deeds he 
accomplished." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration in Muslim is: the 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whosoever testifies that there is no 
true god except Allah and that Mu­
hammad is the Messenger of Allah, 
Allah ~ 3 f saves him from the Fire 
(of Hell)." 
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Commentary: This Hadith confirms that all Prophets of Allah were men and thus 

refutes those who attribute divinity to them and exclude them from the category of 

men or regard them a part of Allah, as Christians believes Prophet ' Isa (Jesus to be 

Christ) by regarding him Allah or His son, or the Jews do Prophet 'Uzair by venerating 

him as son of Allah. The misconception has also taken hold of a sect of the Muslims. 

They have invented the belief that Prophet Muhammad ~ is "Light from the Light of 

Allah." Thus further considering to be of him with Divine qualities. They exclude him 

from the category of men. This Hadith tells us that the belief that Prophets were men 

constitutes part of Faith and denial of it is the denial of a part of Faith and amounts to 

evasion from Tauhid - Oneness of Allah. 

Prophet 'Isa (Jesus) has been referred in the Qur'an as ,wl .....l5 "Kalimatullah" (the 

Word of Allah) (4:171) . What these words really mean is that he was born in an 

unusual manner, without being fathered by anyone, only on the express fiat of Allah. 

This Hadith shows that a major sin does not cast a Muslim out of the fold of Islam, as 

is believed by certain deviant sects who have gone astray. Such a person does remain a 

Muslim and his eligibility for admission into Jannah also remains intact but his 

admission entirely depends on the pleasure of Allah. He may forgive a sinful Muslim 
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and send him to Jannah even in the initial stage or keep him in Hell for sometime and 

then send him to Jannah. Thus, when it is said that Muslims are protected against Hell, 

it means that they will not abide in Hell for ever. It will be a temporary phase varying 

with his sins. When that punishment comes to an end, or even before it, when 

Almighty, Allah, wills, he will be removed from Hell to Jannah. 

413. Abu Dharr -:.s- .iii ~ J reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "Allah, the 
Almighty, says: 'Whosoever does a 
good deed, will have (reward) ten 
times like it and I add more; and 
whosoever does an evil, will have the 
punishment like it or I will forgive 
(him); and whosoever approaches Me 
by one span, I will approach him by 
one cubit; and whosoever approaches 
Me by one cubit, I approach him by 
one fathom, and whosoever comes to 
Me walking, I go to him running; and 
whosoever meets Me with an earth­
load of sins without associating any­
thing with Me, I meet him with 
forgiveness like that." ' [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the infinite Compassion and Mercy of Allah to 
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His obedient slaves and a special expression of which will be made by Him on the Day 

of Resurrection. On that Day, He will give at least ten times reward for each good 

deed. In some cases it may be far more than that, seven hundred times or more, as He 

would like. Such benevolence on His part warrants that a Muslim should never lose 

hope of His forgiveness. 

414. Jabir -:.s- .&1 ~_; reported: A 
bedouin came to the Prophet ~ and 
asked him, "O Messenger of Allah, 
what are the two imperatives which 

lead to Jannah or Hell." He~ replied, 
"He who dies without associating 
anything with Allah will enter Jannah, 

and he who dies associating partners 
with Allah will enter the Fire." 
[Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith also holds promise for a Muslim that being a Muslim 

and Muwahhid (believer in the Oneness of Allah) he will be at last sent to Jannah. 

Whether he goes straight to Jannah or after suffering the punishment of his sins in 

Hell, is a separate issue, but he will not remain in Hell for ever. Eternal punishment in 

Hell is reserved only for pagans, polytheists, and infidels. 

415. Anas bin Malik ~ .&I ~.) 

reported: Mu'adh bin Jabal was riding 
on the beast with the Prophet ~, when 
he ~ said to him, "O Mu'adh!" 
Mu'adh replied, "Here I am respond­
ing to you, and at your pleasure, 0 
Messenger of Allah." He ~ again 
called out, "O Mu'adh." He (again) 
replied, "Here I am responding your 
call, and at your pleasure." He 
(Messenger of Allah) addressed him 
(again), "O Mu'adh!" He replied, 
"Here I am responding to you, and at 
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your pleasure, 0 Messenger of Allah." 

Upon this he (the Prophet ~ ) said, "If 
anyone testifies sincerely that there is 
no true god except Allah, and Mu­
hammad is His slave and Messenger, 
truly from his heart, Allah will safe­
guard him from Hell." He (Mu'adh) 
said, "O Messenger of Allah, shall I 
not then inform people of it, so that 

they may have glad tidings." He ~ 
replied, "Then they will rely on it alone 
(and thus give up good works alto-

gether)." Mu'adh .:..&- .iii ~ .> disclosed 
this Hadith at the time of his death, to 
avoid sinning for concealing. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: Imam At-Taibi says that the honesty of heart means firmness of faith 

and arrangement of actions which will provide evidence of Tauhfd and Riso.lah 

(Oneness of Allah and the Prophethood of Muhammad ~ )- Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar states 

that Imam At-Taibi has made this elaboration to remove the ambiguity which arises 

from the wording of the Hadfth because it is generally held by Aho.dfth that one who 

bears witness to Tauhfd and Riso.lah will not go to Hell , while Ahlus-Sunnah hold that 

it stands proved by concrete arguments that sinful Muslims will be consigned to Hell 

and then brought out from it by intercession. It shows that for the determination of 

real meanings of this Hadfth we shall have to keep in view other related arguments as 

well. These meanings are riveted with good deeds. In other words, one who bears 

witness to Tauhfd and Riso.lah and fulfills Islamic injunctions and obligations and 

requirements of Faith and fear of Allah, will not be consigned to Hell. Some scholars 

are of the opinion that this Hadfth refers to such people who truly repented and 

renounced Kufr and Shirk and wholeheartedly professed Tauhfd and Riso.lah but died 

soon after that and thus did not get an opportunity to do good deeds. Such people will 

certainly go to Jannah. 

This Hadfth leads to the conclusion that ordinary people should not be told things the 

true meanings of which they find difficult to grasp and accomplish evil deeds relying 

on such glad tidings. 
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416. Abu Hurairah ,:.s. .ui l ~J (or 

may be Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri .iii ~ J 

,:.s.) reported: On the day of the battle 

of Tabuk, the Muslims were hard 

pressed by hunger and they asked 

Messenger of Allah ~ : "O 

Messenger of Allah, grant us permis­

sion to slaughter our camels to eat and 

use their fat." He ~ accorded 

permission. On this 'Umar ,:.s. .iii ~ J 

came and said: "O Messenger of Allah, 

if it is done, we shall suffer from lack of 

transportation. I suggest you pool 

together whatever has been left and 

supplicate Allah to bless it." Allah will 

bestow His Blessing upon it. Messen­

ger of Allah ~ agreed and called for 
leather mat and had it spread out, and 

asked people to bring the provisions 
left over. They started doing it. One 

brought a handful of corn, another 

brought a handful of dates, a third 

brought a piece of bread; thus some 

provisions were collected on the mat. 

Messenger of Allah ~ invoked 

blessings, and then said, "Now take it 

up in your vessels." Everyone filled his 
vessel with food, so that there was not 

left a single empty vessel in the whole 

camp. All of them ate to their fill and 

there was still some left over. Messen­

ger of Allah ~ said, "Any slave who 

meets Allah, testifying there is no true 

god except Allah, and that I am His 

Messenger, without entertaining any 

doubt about these (two fundamentals), 
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will not be banished from entering 

Jannah." [Muslim] 

,... ,,,.... ,,,,, 0.,.. 

Jw ':i...l..aj 

'1 ~1 ~\)) 

~ ~ :&I A '1 '..iii J_?J 
~IJJ ((~\ ~ ~ \;l;, ~ 

Commentary: This Had'ith mentions a miracle of the Prophet ~ and the effect of 

his prayer by means of which a small quantity of food sufficed the whole army. The 

exact number of Muslims who took part in the battle of Tabuk is not mentioned in any 

reliable account. Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar has stated, with reference to some narratives of 

Fath Al-Ba.ri mentioned in connection with the biography of the Prophet ~ and the 

wars he had fought in the way of Allah, that they numbered thirty to forty thousand 

men. 

Although these figures are open to question but one can safely infer from these figures 

that their number was very large. According to Sahih Al-Bukhari: "A large number of 

Muslims participated with the Prophet ~ in this war. Their number was so large that 

they could not be described in a register. It was difficult for the Prophet ~ to discover 

who was absent except that he was informed about him by Allah." (Sahih Al-Bukha.ri, 

Kita.b Al-Magha.zi, Ba.b Ghazwa.h Tabuk, Hadith Ka'b bin Ma.lik). This extract goes to 

prove that although the number of Muslims who took part in this war was very large 

the provisions weighing a few seers only sufficed for them all. 

We also learn from this Hadith that one who is blessed with the Grace of Allah, can 

offer advice to a person who is superior to him on this account. Similarly, the one who 

is superior in virtue should listen to the advice of those who are inferior to him 

because there is every possibility that their advice may offer something better. It does 

not harm either of them. Neither does it detract from the superiority of the superior 

nor can it be regarded an affront of a junior. 

417. 'ltban bin Malik ~ .t i ~ _; 

reported, who was with Messenger of 
Allah ~ in the battle of Badr: I used to 

lead my people at Bani Salim in Salat 

(prayer) and there was a valley 

between me and those people. When­
ever it rained, it became difficult for 

:Jli ,I~~ y ~ ; J ,~ ti 

0l5_, , r-JL::. __f. ~~ ~i . ~ '.5 -, , 
~~~ bl ~1 ,:,, , ·" J ', 
. ;. - ..J t+-=:..J '--:F'- Y'-'-
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me to cross it for going to their 

mosque. So I went to Messenger of 

Allah ~ and said, "I have weak 

eyesight and the valley between me 
and my people flows during the rainy 

season and it becomes difficult for me 

to cross it. I wish you to come to my 

house and offer Sal[lt at a place so that 

I could reserve that as a Musalla (place 

for prayer)." Messenger of Allah ~ 

said, "I will do so." So Messenger of 

Allah ~ and Abu Bakr ~ .ii 1 ~ J came 
to my house the (next) morning after 

the sun had risen high. Messenger of 

Allah ~ asked my permission to enter 
and I admitted him. He did not sit 

before saying, "Where do you want us 

to offer Sal[lt in your house?" I pointed 

to the place where I wanted him to 

offer prayers. So Messenger of Allah 

~ stood up for the prayer and started 

the prayer with Takbfr and we aligned 

in rows behind him; and he offered two 

Rak 'ah prayer and finished them with 

Taslfm, and we also performed Taslfm 

with him. I detained him for a meal 

called Khazfrah which I had prepared 
for him. (Khazirah is a special type of 

dish prepared from barley flour and 
meat soup). When the neighbours got 

the news that Messenger of Allah ~ 
was in my house, they started coming 

till a large number of men gathered in 
my house. One of them said, "What is 
wrong with Malik, for I do not see 

him?" One of them replied, "He is a 

1.:ii; , ((j;.;L )) : ~ 

Cs-i'~ '}:,_ ;1_, '~I - , 
' 1:':\1 <,'.1 I , , , 
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51- HOPE IN ALLAH'S MERCY 

the word "Kataba" signifies J;. .,..,.._.. c_) "Lauh Mahfooz" on which He has recorded 

everything. Almighty Allah is on the,..;.,.- 'Arsh' (the Throne of Allah) and this Book is 

with Him. (Fath At-Bari, Kitab At-Tauhfd, Bab: Wa kima Arshuhu 'alat-Ma '.) 

420. Abu Hurairah .__._._ .ti ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah has divided mercy into one 

hundred parts; and He retained with 
Him ninety-nine parts, and sent down 
to earth one part. Through this one 
part creatures deal with one another 
with compassion, so much so that , an 

animal lifts its hoof over its young lest 
it should hurt it." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Allah has one hundred 
mercies, out of which He has sent 
down only one for jinn, mankind, 
animals and insects, through which 
they love one another and have 
compassion for one another; and 
through it, wild animals care for their 
young. Allah has retained ninety-nine 
mercies to deal kindly with His slaves 
on the Day of Resurrection." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration in Muslim is 
reported: by Salman Al-Farisi: Mes­
senger of Allah ~ said, "Allah has 
hundred mercies, out of which one 
mercy is used by his creation for 
mutual love and affection. Ninety­
nine mercies are kept for the Day of 
Resurrection." 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

> } 0 i ., 0 ,... 

_((<: ;2,0I~ 

~~ ~~ J~ ;ii, 0p : ~1.," c!-' 
~-::- 'I ~,, ~.i>-1' L;_- 1 :'. - J~:f i..r;:-' ~ ,J J~ f 

, :_ ~- :1-:11- •l: ' 11 ' :') I' 
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Allah ~ said, "Allah created one 
hundred units of mercy on the Day 
He created the heavens and the earth. 
Each one of them can contain all that 
is between the heaven and the earth. 
Of them, he put one on earth, through 
which a mother has compassion for her 
children and animals and birds have 
compassion for one another. On the 
Day of Resurrection, He will perfect 
and complete His Mercy." (That is He 
will use all the hundred units of mercy 
for his slaves on that Day). 

Commentary: 

1. We learn from this Hadith that kind and compassionate treatment is liked by Allah 

and is in fact His Blessing and Benevolence. This is the reason He has given a part of it 

to His creatures, and a person who is so hard-hearted, that he is not even aware of it 

has a defect which is extremely displeasing to Allah. Moreover, it is a sign that such a 

person is deprived of Divine blessing and mercy. 

2. On the Day of Resurrection, Almighty Allah will bestow upon the believers 

hundred mercies. This news has great hopes and joy for His slaves. 

421. Abu Hurairah ......:....... .:ii i ~.) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious 
said: 'A slave committed a sin and he 
said: 0 Allah, forgive my sin,' and 
Allah said: 'My slave committed a sin 
and then he realized that he has a 
Rubb Who forgives the sins and 
punishes for the sin.' He then again 
committed a sin and said: 'My Rubb, 
forgive my sin,' and Allah cP-" J y- said: 
'My slave committed a sin and then 
realized that he has a Rubb Who 

~ ,~ ~1 :; ~J - tn 

: JL; ,Jt,;,;J b)t; ,;) :;, ~ 
,,, ;;; ,... ,.,,... ,... ~ ,.,o t 

ffl ~I :J w ,(;~~~~\ii 

: Jt;;_:; ~):;; i1 J~ , Ji J 
~J J 01 r-l~ , ~i l:?~ ~it 
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~ -~.U~ 1>-~_:; -~.U\ ~ 
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51- HOPE IN ALLAH'S MERCY 

forgives his sin and punishes for the 
sin.' He again committed a sin and 
said: 'My Rubb, forgive my sin,' and 

Allah ~ J j->- said: 'My slave has 
committed a sin and then realized 
that he has a Rubb Who forgives the 
sin or takes (him) to account for sin. I 
have granted forgiveness to my slave. 
Let him do whatever he likes."' [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

~\ ~) ~\ : Jli; 
: J~., il)t:;; 'Jli; 
½J j ~\ (~j c~ 
Jj 

The last sentence "let him do .. " means, as long he keeps asking for forgiveness after 

the commission of sins, and repents, Allah will forgive him because repentance 

eliminates previous sins." (Editor's Note) 

Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that so long as the heart of a Muslim remains 

free from willful disobedience of Divine injunctions and he does not deliberately 

neglect his religious duties, that is to say he goes on committing sins and each time 

wholeheartedly begs pardon for them, Almighty, Allah will forgive him. The reason 

being that he is penitent for his wrongs and does not insist upon them for fear of 

accountability. This condition of his shows that his heart is full of awe and Majesty of 

Allah and he does not feel any disgrace in showing his utter humbleness before Him. 

Now this is a merit of the sinful which is pleasing to Allah. Thus, He says that so long 

as his slave continues submission and prostration He will go on forgiving him. 

On the contrary, there is a person who goes on committing sins but he neither repents 

for them nor seeks pardon for his wrongs; nor has any fear of accountability. 

Obviously, he is altogether different from the kind of Muslims mentioned before, and 

he will be therefore treated differently by Allah . The conduct of the former is of a 

Muslim who, in spite of his sins, is liked by Allah while the second is of that of a rebel 

for whom He has kept severe punishment ready. May Allah rank us among the former 

category of people. 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 390 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

422. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~.; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"By the One in Whose Hand my soul 
is, were you not to commit sins, Allah 
would replace you with a people who 
would commit sins and then seek 
forgiveness from Allah; and Allah 
would forgive them." [Muslim] 

~ _;J 

; L;.l J 

., ~ 

• ..G ~ (.,?JJIJll :~ -~ .&1 

Commentary: This Hadfth also tells us that Allah has a profound liking for such 

people who are penitent and seek pardon for their sins from Him. So much so that if 

such people cease to exist who neither commit sins nor seek pardon from Him, He will 

create people who will do so. It does not, however, mean that He likes sins or the 

sinful persons. What it really means is that He likes penitence and the penitents. This 

is the true purport of this Hadfth . 

It also means that it is natural for man to commit sins, and that Allah loves 

whenever a slave commits a sin to rush and beg for His forgiveness. (Editor's Note) 

423. Abu Ayyub Khalid bin Zaid 

4-J, .iii ~J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Were you not to 
commit sins, Allah would create 
people who would commit sins and 
ask for forgiveness and He would 
forgive them." [Muslim] 

424. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ .; 

reported: We were sitting with Mes­
senger of Allah ~ - Abu Bakr and 
'Umar kp- .iii ~J were also there 
among the audience. In the meanwhile 
Messenger of Allah ~ got up and left 
us. We waited long for his return: 
When we were worried about his 
safety, and got scared, we got up. I, 
therefore, went out to look for Mes­
senger of Allah and came to a garden 
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which belonged to the Ansar. He ~ 
said to me "Go and give glad tidings of 
Jannah to anyone who testifies 'La 

ilaha illallah (There is no true god 
except Allah) ,' being whole-heartedly 
certain of it." [Muslim] 

,... ,, 0 , 

,: _§l ~ · ...:..;.~1n -~ -~1 J_?J 
\ ,... o ~ J o o ,,, I 

Jl ') 01 ~ ~WI I~ ~\JJ 

Commentary: This Hadith also tells us that ultimately a Muslim will be awarded 

Jannah. Whether he will go there in the first stage or after suffering the punishment in 

Hell, is a matter that depends entirely on the Will of Allah. 

425. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

~ ..iii ~ .J reported: The Prophet ~ 
recited the Words of Allah, the 
Exalted, and the Glorious, about 

Ibrahim r')LJI -cJ..- who said: "O my 
Rubb! They have led astray many 
among mankind. But whosoever fol­
lows me, he verily, is of me." (14:36) 

and those of 'Isa (Jesus) r')LJI -cJ..- who 
said: "If You punish them, they are 

Your slaves, and if You forgive them, 
verily, You, only You, are the All­
Mighty, the All-Wise." (5:118). Then 
he ~ raised up his hands and said, "O 
Allah! My Ummah, my Ummah," and 
wept; Allah, the Exalted, said: "O Jibr1l 
(Gabriel)! Go to Muhammad (~) and 
ask him: 'What makes you weep?"' So 
Jibdl came to him and asked him (the 
reason of his weeping) and the Mes­
senger of Allah informed him what he 
had said (though Allah knew it well). 

l;n : ~J ~ :&1 Jlli 
.it" ~ I\ -.:....;11 . .JJ , '-5 ;. 
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Upon this Allah said: "Jibril, go to 
Muhammad(~ ) and say: 'Verily, We 
will please you with regard to your 
Ummah and will never displease you."' 
[Muslim] 

((ii· , ~ 'lJ' ~1 · ~ '~ , GI 
JJ-' , <-1-- . , .r" ~ 

. r-1---- ; 1.,J 

Commentary: This Hadith makes two points clear: 

Firstly, the kindness and mercy which the Prophet ~ had for his Ummah , a full 

manifestation of which will be seen on the Day of Resurrection. 

Secondly, the love that Allah has for His Prophet, Muhammad ~ - Both these benefits 

will then go to the advantage of the faithful Muslims as they will be then blessed with 

Mercy and forgiveness of Allah. May Allah include us among them. 

426. Mu'adh bin Jabal ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: I was riding a pillion with the 

Prophet ~ on a donkey. He ~ said, 
"O Mu'adh, do you know what is the 
right of Allah upon His slaves, and 
what is the Right of His slaves upon 
Allah?" I said: "Allah and His Mes­
senger know better." Upon this the 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Allah's 
Right upon His slaves is that they 
should worship Him Alone and associ­
ate nothing with Him; and His slaves' 
right upon Him is that He should not 
punish who does not associate a thing 
with Him." He (Mu'adh) added: I said 
to the Messenger of Allah: "Shall I 
give the glad tidings to people?" He ~ 
said, "Do not tell them this good news 
for they will depend on it alone." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

:J~ _)~ Ji ,, 

~_-; ,o.)~ ).;, ~I ~ ~ ',? l ji 

.&1 : ~ n ~.&\ ).;, :?~I ~ 

.&1 ~ 0~)) : JL; . ~f j r'JJ 

l_,5~ ')_, -~J~ 0f :?~I ).;, 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that ordinary people, who are generally unable to 

understand the meanings of things in their context, will think that mere verbal 
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profession of Tauhid and Risa/ah is sufficient to attain forgiveness, and it is not 

necessary to do what this profession entails. With this notion, they become unmindful 

of the obligations. Verbal profession does give them the security that they would not 

abide in Hell forever for ultimately they will go to Jannah. Our people are generally 

under the impression that all sinful Muslims, like the perfect Muslims, will go to 

Jannah in the very first instance. According to proofs furnished by other injunctions of 

Shari'ah, this is not so. This point has been already discussed at length earlier. In any 

case, the point made here is that no Muslim will go to Hell means that no Muslim will 

abide in Hell for ever. It does not at all mean that however sinful a Muslim may be, he 

will not be sent to Hell or suffer its torments. 

427. Bara' bin 'J\zib \....p ..ii I ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"When a believer is questioned in the 
grave, he testifies that, ' there is no true 

god except Allah and Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah.' About him 
the Words of Allah, the Exalted, are: 
'Allah will keep firm those who 
believe, with the firm statement (The 

Testim~my of Faith) in this world and 
the Hereafter)."' (14:27) [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

Cri'"j "f-!~ 0 ~1)1 :,F, -t rv 
:JL; ' ~ ,~\ ✓ ,y ,1\ 

01 ,, ~- ·:11 · ' 1,'. 11,1_ ~ \ • ~11n 
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J_,.....~ i~ 01_:, ,.&1 'll .Jt '1 

~\ .~:;<➔ : J~ j_; ~jj -~I 

o ,/-q · 081 s~rt i ~ ,1: ,/ Jr 
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[rv : r---1;p ~r~1, ____j~ Q1l1 
. .)i ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions both the parts of the Shahadah together, that 

is to say "La ilaha illallah, Muhammad-ur-Rasulullah" (There is no true god except 

Allah, and Muhammad ~ is the Messenger of Allah). 

The questioning in the grave is beyond question and is a part of Muslim Belief. Every 

Muslim will, by the Grace of Allah, give their correct answers in respect of Tauhid and 

Risa/ah. 

428. Anas ~ ..iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah :i!:& said, "When 
an infidel accomplishes any good deed, 
he is rewarded for it in this world; and 
in the case of a Muslim, Allah stores 
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up his good acts for him in the 
Hereafter and provides him with 
subsistence in this life due to his 
obedience." 

Another narration is: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Allah does not wrong a 
believer a good deed because he is 
given blessings for it in this world and 
will be rewarded for it in the Here­
after. But the infidel is given in the 
world the reward for good deeds, he 
has performed for the sake of Allah 
and when he comes to the Hereafter, 
there is no good deed for which he can 
be rewarded." [Muslim] 

~ L.a.l 1 <JP 4.; 

Commentary: The infidels also do in this world many works which are for public 

welfare, or which come under the category of good deeds. Almighty Allah gives them 

reward for such good deeds in this world in the form of wealth, sound health, or saving 

them from some trouble, because Belief is precondition for reward in the Hereafter. 

Since an infidel is deprived of it, he will also be deprived of their reward in the 

Hereafter. Thus, we learn that Belief constitutes the basis of every action and is a 

precondition for the acceptance of any good deed by Allah. 

429. Jabir .....:.....&, .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "The five 
daily Salat (prayers) are like a great 
river running by your door in which 
you take a bath five times a day." 
[Muslim] 

~II :* ,<llll JyJ JI_; :Jt.; 

.JL; ~ µ ~I s,l_,1~1 
,,,. ,,, ,,, ,., 
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Commentary: This Had'ith mentions the merits of performing the five-times 

prescribed Salat (prayer) punctually. A person who takes bath five times daily, cannot 

have any dirt on his body; similarly, one who performs Sa/at regularly is washed of all 

the minor sins. If he repents and makes penitence, his major sins are also pardoned. 
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One who is meticulous about Sa/at and other obligations, generally does not commit 

any major sin but if at all he commits it, he does not stick to it. He is sorry for it and 

abandons it. His minor sins are washed away by his Sa/at. 

430. Ibn 'Abbas 1 1 <- .iii ~ J 

.&1 ~-,'J ''-!"~ .;.r.l 1,F, - ff• reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, . - -
"Any Muslim dies and forty men who 
do not associate anything with Allah 
(in worship), perform his funeral 
prayer, Allah makes them intercede 
for him." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 
1. The acceptance of intercession here means that Allah grants the prayer which they 
(intercessors) make for the deceased and forgives him, provided he is worthy of it. 

2. A large number of Muwahhidun (believers in the Oneness of Allah) in a funeral 

holds greater promise of the pardon of the deceased. 

431. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~ .ti ~ J 

reported: There were, about forty of us 

with Messenger of Allah ~ in a camp 
when he said, "Aren't you pleased that 
you will constitute one-fourth of the 

inhabitants of Jannah? " We said, 
"Yes." He again said, "Aren't you 
pleased that you will constitute one­
third of the inhabitants of Jannah?" 

We said: "Yes." Upon this he ~ said, 
"By Him in Whose Hand Muham­
mad's soul is, I hope that you will 
constitute one-half of the inhabitants 
of Jannah; and the reason is that only 
Muslims will be admitted into Jannah ; 

and you are no more compared to the 
polytheists than as a white hair on the 
skin of a black ox, or a black hair on 
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the skin of a white ox." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] '~ ,_. -
· ":-'-" ._,.o.:;..o 

Commentary: This Hadfth reveals the following two points: 

1. As compared with the believers and the faithful, there will be a large number of 

infidels in Hell . 

2. As compared with the followers of other Prophets, there will be a larger number of 

Muslims in Jannah , to the extent that half of its occupants will be Muslims. This Hadith 

has glad tidings for the Muslim Ummah and bestows great respect and honour on 

them. (May Allah include us among them.) 

432. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari,;,.., .iii~.) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah 

will deliver to every Muslim, a Jew or a 

Christian and say: 'This is your ransom 

from Hell-fire."' 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "There would come 

people amongst the Muslims on the 

Day of Resurrection with sins as heavy 

as a mountain, and Allah would forgive 

them." [Muslim] 

. r1-- olJJ I( ~ ti t;~ 
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Commentary: "This is your ranson" is interpreted by the Hadith of Abu Hurairah 

.;s. <l>I ..,,.;,;: 

"There is a place for everyone in both Jannah and Hell. When the believer occupies 

his place in Jannah , an infidel will take his place in Hell on account of his infidelity. 

This also means: "You believers were exposed to Fire, but this infidel is your ransom. 

Because Allah has prepared a number of His creature for Hell, so when the infidels 

occupy it on account of their sins and infidelity, they are considered as ransoms for the 

believers. Allah knows best. " (Editor's Note) 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us about the auspicious end of the believers and a 

bad one of disbelievers. 

433. lbn 'Umar 1 • i · ,- .&1 ._,,....;, ; 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying, "A believer will be brought 
close to his Rubb on the Day of 
Resurrection and enveloping him in 

His Mercy, He (~ J /) will make him 
confess his sins by saying: 'Do you 
remember ( doing) this sin and this 
sin?' He will reply: 'My Rubb, I 

remember.' Then He (~ J :.,s-) will 
say: 'I covered it up for you in the 
life of world, and I forgive it for you 
today.' Then the record of his good 
deeds will be handed to him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ .&1 ~ J ;J- 01 ./J -tY'Y' 

·* , .Ji1 J~::; ~ : Ju 
O O ,... O J J : ._; w.l I , , ~ t , I I . j,j : J ., 

~ , ., i Y- ~_r-; d · Y2-!. 
,... ,.,_,,, \.;; -1,... 

~ _;:.,- ~J 
, , ,,.. J ~ 

:J~ -~_,;~ 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us about the believers who will be treated with 

special favour by Allah. (May Allah include us among them.) It also shows that the 

admittance of the sins leads to having them forgiven by Allah. The Hadith also 

encourages us to cover the sins of the believers as best we can. 

434. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud-:..&- .& 1 ~ .> 

reported: A man kissed a woman and 
.&1 ~ ) ,~..,.,._. .;_;1 (/'J -tY't 

~f ;1 ~ .:.,L.;,f ~) ~f ,~ 
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he came to the Prophet ~ and made a 
mention of that to him. It was ( on this 
occasion) that this Ayah was revealed: 

"And perform As-Salat (Iqamat-As­

Salat), at the two ends of the day and 
in some hours of the night [i.e., the five 
compulsory Salat (prayers)] . Verily, 
the good deeds remove the evil deeds 
(i.e., small sins)." (11:114) 

That person said, "O Messenger of 

Allah ~ ' does it concern me only?" 
He (Messenger of Allah ~ ) said, " It 

concerns the whole of my Ummah." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

-~1 Jt 
: Ji.;i .& 1 

Commentary: This Hadith brings out the following three points: 

1. Minor sins are forgiven by virtue of Sa/at. 

2. One must not expose one's sins. 

435. Anas bin Malik ,...:.Jo .& 1 ~ J 

reported: A man came to the Prophet 
~ and said, "O Messenger of Allah, I 
have committed a sin liable of or­
dained punishment. So execute punish­
ment on me." Messenger of Allah ~ 
did not ask him about it, and then 
came the (time for) Salat (prayers). So 
he performed Salat with Messenger of 
Allah ~ - When Messenger of Allah ~ 
finished Salat, the man stood up and 
said: "O Messenger of Allah! I have 
committed a sin. So execute the 
Ordinance of Allah upon me." He ~ 
asked, "Have you performed Salat with 
us?" "Yes," he replied. Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Verily, Allah has 

.11.. b l .&1 J ,, IS :J ili .Y-".) -

> -..1 ~ I I , , , , ' ~- I ;: ,_ ~ '. t 
- • J i....,2..! s-, ~ J • r...r- "'-""-;' L!I 

L:ii -~ • .&I ~_?~ c3' fa 
.&1 J,?~ ½ : J~ ~~\ ~ 

~~ :.i ~t . ii;. ~ f Jt 
~ 0~ j;,)) : JL.; . .&\ 
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forgiven you." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
_,o 1 ;:; ,, ,, ,, o ,, 1 ; 

;3..wl i.,_\.,,, .:.,~ , w ;.<, ~\J L;)\ _.;s 

· 45) ,it;)}! j~ 'lJ •~~l; bi ':'J 

Commentary: The person who had committed the sin came to the Prophet ~ to 

seek punishment for his wrongdoing is said to have been Abul-Yusr Ka'b bin 'Amr 

whose story was also mentioned in the previous Hadfth. The sin he had committed was 

not a major one that is why by Sa/at it was wiped out. 

436. Anas bin Malik ~ .Ji 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah is pleased with His slave who 
eats a meal and praises Him for it; and 
takes a drink and praises Him for it." 
[Muslim] 

,..ti Jr'-,) Jt_; :Jt.; ~J -tfi 

0f .ci1 ·, -. ,-1 i1 01n :3@. ,. if ~ ..r.:' • _, , , 

:,i -~ ;~ ,ili-\11 Jl 
;1JJ ((~ ;~ -~~\ ~~ 

i.!->-\ci\ i' ci1 , ,c ·:i1 :c «.ili'\/\n 
. y r" ~J ,.,- -~ 

. ~f ~13 ,~~\J ~J.'.l;jl5 .j5\/1 ~ 
Commentary: One should always say "A l-hamdu lillah" (all the praise and thanks 

be to Allah) after food and drink. 

This Hadfth has been mentioned in the present chapter for the reason that it holds fear 

as well as hope. If one remembers Allah in the meals, he can hope for the Pleasure of 

Allah. One should also bear in mind that it is He who gives everything. If He likes, He 

can forefeit all those things or in spite of providing all the riches, deprive one of 

hunger and thirst, as it does happen in certain diseases. May Alliih protect us from 

such deprivations. 

437. Abu Musa~ .&1 ~J reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "Allah, the 
Exalted, stretches His Hand during 
the night so that those who commit 
sins by day may repent, and He 
stretches His Hand in the day so that 
those who commit sins by night may 
repent. He keeps doing so until the sun 
rises from the West." [Muslim] 

41 

.ii I 

~) ' '<f"Y 
0 

:Jt.; .:.itn 
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Commentary: This Hadith has been mentioned before. 

Allah's stretching of His Hands is one of His Attributes, and as Muslims we have to 

believe in this without reasoning, as is the case with His other Attributes. This has 

been the stand of our pious predecessors (As-Salaf-us-Siilih). The process of 

acceptance of penitence by Allah will continue until the Day of Resurrection when 

the sun will rise from the West and repenting or accepting Islam will not avail. 

Therefore, one should not make any delay in penitence. 

We must add here that, we must not name or qualify Allah except with what He or His 

Messenger ~ has named or qualified Him; without changing them or ignoring them 

completely or twisting the meanings or giving resemblance to any created things: 

"The Most Gracious (Allah) rose over the (Mighty) Throne." (20:5) above the seventh 

heaven; and He only descends to the first (nearest) heaven during the day of 'Arafah 

(Hajj, i.e., the 9th Dhul-Hijjah) and also during the last third part of every night, as 

mentioned by the Prophet ~ , but He is with us by His Knowledge only, not in His 

essence (Bi Dhiitihi): "There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All­

Seer." (42:11) 

438. Abu Najih 'Amr bin 'Abasah 

= -.ill~.; reported: In the Pre-Islamic 
Period of Ignorance, I used to think 
that people who used to worship idols, 
were deviated and did not adhere to 
the true religion. Then I heard of a 
man in Makkah who was preaching a 

message. So I mounted my camel and 
went to him. I found that (this man 
who was) Messenger of Allah ~ 
remained hidden because of the 
persecution by his people. I had 
entered Makkah stealthily and when I 
met him I asked him, "Who are you?" 
He ~ said, "I am a Prophet." I asked; 
"What is a Prophet?" He said, "Allah 
has sent me (with a message)." I asked, 
"With what has He sent you?" He said, 
"He sent me to strengthen the ties of 

q c/ J~ -~cl;\:_;:, - tr'A 

~\ ~J -~~~II - .U\J c:,:-,JI ~ -

~t.;.11 ~ C1_:; .~ '.5 :Jli -~ 

~1_:; '~~ ~ u--81 ~\ J1 

> , >· ,., 0-: ,., ,., 
:~ ((Ji\ ~)ll :Ju ~& 
~)11 : Jli ~.i1l:) ;~ ~~J 
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SJ- HOPE IN ALLAH'S MERCY 

kinship, to destroy idols so that Allah 
alone should be worshipped and 

nothing should be associated with 
Him." I asked, "Who has followed 
you in this?" He said, "A freeman and 

a slave." (At that time only Abu Bakr 
and Bilal y ..li i ~ _; were with him). I 
said, "I shall follow you." He said, 
"You can not do that now. Do you not 

see my situation and that of the 
people? Go to your people, and when 
you hear that my cause has prevailed, 
come to me." So I went back to my 

people, and while I was with my 
people, Messenger of Allah ~ 
emigrated to Al-Madinah. I continued 

to ask people about him till some of 
my people visited Al-Madinah. On 
their return, I asked them, "How is 
that man who has arrived in Al­
Madinah faring?" They said, "People 

are hastening to him. His own people 

had planned to kill him but did not 
succeed." Then I went to Al-Madinah 
and came to him and said , "O 
Messenger of Allah, do you recognize 
me?" He ~ said, "Yes, you are the 
one who met me in Makkah." I said, 
"O Messenger of Allah, tell me of that 
which Allah has taught you and of 
which I am unaware. Tell me about 
Salat first." He ~ replied, "Perform 
the Fajr (morning) Salat, then stop 
Salat until the sun has risen up to the 
height of a lance, for when it rises, it 
rises up between the horns of the devil, 

> ,, , 

:-:Jj • y <Ill\ ~) -J~J 

: 1,.:_,~ : 1 ~ .In : JL; , .i.J~ =~ :I 
~ c.J' ; -1~ 
J t;. t.S) 'JI \ I~ .i.J; y, .i.)Ji 

Ji e-j\ ~_, f ,, •. .LJ\ JL.;._, 
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L~I , ..J ~ , .,,[J\ JL:.fJ-., i , ~ V 

•½.WI ~\ ~ ~ f~ J;_ 
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and the infidels prostrate themselves 
before it at that time. Then perform 
Salta, for Salat is witnessed and angels 
attend it, until the shadow becomes 
equal to the length of its object; then 
stop Salat, for at that time Jahannam 

(Hell) is heated up. Then pray when 
the shadow becomes longer, for the 
prayer is witnessed and angels attend 

it, until you perform 'Asr prayer; then 
stop Salat till sun sets, for it sets 
between the horns of a devil. At that 
time the infidels prostrate themselves 
before it." I then asked the Messenger 

of Allah to tell me about Wudu ', and 
he (~ ) said, "When a person begins 
the Wudu ' and washes his mouth and 

nose, the sins committed by his face, 
mouth and nostrils are washed out. 
Then when he washes his face as 

commanded by Allah, the sins of his 
face are washed out with the water 
from the sides of his beard. Then when 

he washes his hands up to elbows, the 
sins of his hands are washed out 
through his fingers with water. Then 
he passes his wet hands over his head 
and the sins of the head are washed 
out through the ends of his hair with 
water. Then he washes his feet up to 
the ankles, the sins of his feet are 
washed out through his toes with 
water. Then, if he stands up for Salat 

and praises Allah, glorifies Him, 
proclaims His Greatness as He de­
serves and devotes his heart wholly to 

..... > 0 :::! > ,, .,,, J, 0 , 

~ -~I ~ J;_ oJ~ 
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51- HOPE IN ALLAH'S MERCY 

Allah, he emerges sin free as the day 
he was born." 

When 'Amr bin 'Abasah .:..&- .iii ~ J 

narrated this Hadith to Abu Umamah 

c....&- .ii 1 ~ J, a Companion of the 
Prophet ~ , the latter said to him, 
"Watch what you are saying. 0 'Amr 
bin 'Abasah, a man will be getting all 

of this in one shot?" 'Amr .:..&- .iii ~ J 

replied, "O Abu Umamah, I have 
attained old age, my bones have 

become dry, my death is approaching 
and there is no need for me to tell lies 
concerning Allah and His Messenger 

~ - Had I not heard this from the 
Messenger of Allah only once, twice, 

thrice (and he counted up to seven) I 
would never have reported it. Indeed I 
have heard this frequently." [Muslim] 
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_::,~ ::c.; :J liJ ,~i;~j\ ; t;.jl A 
)\ J;. '~ ~;,.;. ~ :J '~) ~ jJ~ 

'1p1 : .J)J . ~ L~ '-?~1 .w1 ~ 

~f : ~1 ;w½ .,,., «~u..; .;.,~ 

.'.. ~.:, 11 c=--- J 

.:r- ~n J ~ i.F :~t ((~ )) :J_;;J 

~'/ I~}, :i_:/) IJ ,LS;\ 

Commentary: This Hadfth makes the following seven points: 

1. The preacher should be concerned about the safety of his followers. It is for this 

reason, the Prophet ~ stressed upon 'Amr bin Abasah .:.s- <J> 1 ~ ; to stay at home and 

keep his conversion to Islam secret. 

2. No matter how unfavourable are the circumstances and how tough is the 

opposition, a preacher should always have firm hope of help from Allah and be 

confident about his victory over his enemy. That is why, the Prophet ~ asked 'Amr 

.:.s- <J> I ~ ; to come to him when he received information about his domination. 

3. It is a proof of his Prophethood that what eventually happened was exactly 

according to his prophecy. 
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4. Angels attend the Saliit. One should, therefore, perform Saliit not only with peace of 

mind but also with utmost humility and fear of Allah, so that it is reported and 

becomes more meritorious. 

5. The times when Saliit is unpraiseworthy are as follows: 

a. After the Saliit of Fajr to the time of sunrise. 

b. At the time when the sun begins to decline. 

c. After the Saliit of 'Asr to the time of sunset. 

d. When the sun is rising or setting. 

6. Wudu' and Saliit expiate for sins. For this reason this Hadith has been mentioned in 

this chapter. 

7. Even in the Days of Ignorance (pre-Islamic period), pious and right-minded people 

were averse to idolatry and thought it a deviation from the Right Path. 

439. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari-:..&- .&1 ~,; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "When 
Allah intends to show mercy to a 
people, He collects their Prophet 
before them and makes him a herald 
to happiness for them in the Hereafter; 
and when He intends to destroy a 

people, He punishes them while their 
Prophet is alive, and destroys them 
while he is alive and watches them and 
makes him witness their destruction 

because they disbelieved in him and 
disobeyed his commands." [Muslim] 

•~?½I <.f" j. ~f ~J -H"4. 

11tn :J t.; ~ ~I ij- ,~ ~I ~ 'j 

A -~f t;.~ .Jt;; t1 ;1) 
1~L._, t1) ~ ~ , LJ:j ~ 
.~f ~ ;1) 11µ , ~~ z,,; 
_;_, ~t ,:;- ~_, ~~ 

., _,;:,., J, 

' 1:<-..J:. -2.s, 0 -l_; ,'1.:.-. t' 
~ ~,/~ - f r--:.:.? 

, 0 

. r-L4 .1.,'j ((~;t \~_, ~;.15 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us about a Divine law in respect of Prophets, which 

is meant to deter people from opposing the Prophet ~ and commands us to follow his 

footsteps, so that we can benefit from his intercession on the Day of Resurrection. 

CHAPTER52 

EXCELLENCE OF GOOD HOPES 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"(And the man who believed said:) 
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' ... and my affair I leave it to Allah. 

Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of (His) 

slaves.' So Allah saved him from the 

evils that they plotted (against him)." 

(40:44,45) 

440. Abu Hurairah ......:......s- 41 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Allah says: 'I am just as My slave 

thinks of Me when he remembers Me.' 

By Allah! Allah is more pleased with 

the repentance of His slave than one of 

you who unexpectedly finds in the 

desert his lost camel. 'He who comes 

closer to Me one span, I come closer to 

him a cubit; and he who comes closer 

to Me a cubit, I come closer to him a 

fathom; and if he comes to Me 

walking, I come to him running."' 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

L: - (-< ~\ 
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::- ~-" ,,... . - .:, 
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. [t 0 di :)L&.J ~t,~ 
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'. " .~1 ~~I~•:: ,\ ' '• 0 11 0-" J .) , ,. ':, . J"-' ..r.:' <.f' ':, 

, ~t: ~I ~• :: , ~\.)~ 0 11 ...::..,• :: . ,_ ':, .J"-' <.f' ':, . J"-' 
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Commentary: This Hadith highlights the merits of expecting good treatment of 

Allah. But this has to be backed by good actions, in the same way as one can hope for 

good results after ploughing and sowing seeds. It is obvious that one who accomplishes 

good deeds will expect good consequences, and one who does evil deeds will expect 

evil consequences. Allah will treat people according to their expectation that are 

founded on their actions, and the reward will match their deeds. 

441. Jabir bin 'Abdullah = 41 ~J ~ '.; ,.&1µ J. ~~ ,YJ - tt' 
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reported: I heard the Prophet (~ ) 
saying three days before his death: "Let 
none of you die unless he has good 
expectations from Allah." [Muslim] 

,... ,~i 

-~ <JI (:7-' ..;1 -~ .&1 

'} : j_,.¾ -i~f ~~ ~.Y J;.; 
~I~;_, ~l r-5~1 :;~ 

. ~ ;1.J:; 11~_, ji <ilil: 

Commentary: This Hadfth also tells us that one should always perform good deeds 

because no one knows the time of his death. At the time of death one must entertain 

hope for Allah's Pardon and Mercy which cannot be possible without good actions. 

Thus, this Hadfth conveys the same meanings of the following Ayah: 

"And die not except in a state of Islam (as Muslims)." (3:102). 

442. Anas ~ .&1 ~ .; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Allah, 
the Exalted, has said: 'O son of Adam, 
I forgive you as long as you pray to Me 
and hope for My forgiveness, whatever 
sins you have committed. 0 son of 
Adam, I do not care if your sins reach 
the height of the heaven, then you ask 

for my forgiveness, I would forgive 
you. 0 son of Adam, if you come to 
Me with an earth load of sins, and 

meet Me associating nothing to Me, I 
would match it with an earthload of 
forgiveness."' [At-Tirmidhf] 
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Commentary: 

1. What it really means is that if sins of a Muslim, committed in ignorance and 

carelessness, become so numerous that in stacks touch the heights of skies, he should 

not lose hope in Allah's Mercy. If he repents wholeheartedly for his sins, makes 

penitence for them and begs Allah's forgiveness, he will certainly find Allah's Mercy 

open for him. 

2. Shirk (polytheism) is an absolutely unpardonable sin. All other sins, how many and 

how grave they may be, can be forgiven by Allah. He will pardon them if He likes and 

send the sinful persons straight to Jannah , or keep them for a while in Hell and then 

shift them to Jannah . In any case, the punishment of Hell will not be eternal for them, 

as it is for the Mushriks (polytheist). 

CHAPTER53 

COMBINING HOPE AND FEAR 

(OF ALLAH) 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"None feels secure from the Plan of 

Allah except the people who are the 
losers." (7:99) 

"Certainly no one despairs of 

Allah's Mercy, except the people who 
disbelieve." (12:87) 

"On the Day (i.e., the Day of 

Resurrection) when some faces will 
become white and some faces will 
become black ... " (3:106) 

"Verily, your Rubb is Quick in 

Retribution (for the disobedient, 
wicked) and certainly He is Oft. 
Forgiving, Most Merciful (for the 

obedient and those who beg Allah's 
forgiveness)." (7:167) 

''Verily, the Abrar (pious and right­

eous) will be in Delight (Jannah). And 
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verily, the Fu.ijar (the wicked, disbe­

lievers, sinners and evildoers) will be 
in the blazing Fire(Hell)." (82:13,14) 

"Then as for him whose balance (of 
good deeds) will be heavy, he will live a 
pleasant life (in Jannah). But as for 
him whose balance ( of good deeds) will 
be light, he will have his home in 
Hawiyah (pit, i.e., Hell)." (101:6-9) 

443. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"If a believer had full knowledge of the 

chastisement of Allah, none would 

covet His Jannah; and were an infidel 

to know the Mercy Allah has, none 

would despair of His Jannah." [Muslim] 

Commentary: 

~~\ t~ ~ J Ji~\ 0t} : J~ 
Jli3 [\t , \i :).b..i;'ll] ~~ J} 

.o~ J;.J1 1:i.,;, _j, 0\.,':113 [C.,1 

• .-: -!, ·--T · ' t.;. "W '· . .::_ i1 ' ,. ,; :r--' .f'-" ~ cl • . J' J ,J .r-' &-":'-::' 

. ~T j\ s-,l;i j\ 

-.iii ~J , o~;.:,; '-!'.i :_;3 - tt r' 

_;Jn :Jli ,~ ,-.iii J.,.:.J 01 ,~ 

~ .&1 ~ ~ ~µ1 µ~ 
_;J_, ,j_;_f ~ &, ~ , ;_,Ll1 
~ .&1 ~ ~ ~LSJ1 µ :~ 
;1.JJ 11 j_;_f ~ ~ 1) ~ -~~)I 

1. This Hadith mentions the torments which one will have to suffer in consequence of 

Divine wrath. These are described to enable a sinner to save himself from them. It also 

tells about the infinite Mercy of Allah so that one will always be hopeful of. 

2. Only such people will receive Allah's Grace and Mercy who are obedient to Him, 

while the disobedient will suffer the consequences of His Wrath. 

444. Abu Sa'id AI-Khudri .:,.&, .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"When a dead body is placed on a bier 

and men carry it on their shoulders, if 

the deceased was pious, it (the corpse) 

will say: 'Take me in haste' ; but if he 

was not, it will say (to its bearers): 

, ~j.'.G.JI ~ c.,,'.i (/J - tt t 

:Jli ' ~ ,-iii J.,.:.J 01 '~ t1 ~ ) 

~I_, ~jWI ~~ 1;111 
, , , 

'. ·Gt 1;: J' l_;.' 11 f , 81 
~ ~ . ..J' ~ ✓ 

_;;:J : -.:Jt_; Wl..P ~l5 ~~ 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



\\ 410 II Riyad-us-Saliheen 

'Woe to it. Where are you taking it? ' 
Everything except man hears its voice. 
Had a human being heard its voice, he 

would have surely died." [Al-Bukhari] 

-~lo ? ~LS ~µ ,..;;:i_; 
~~ ~;;1 ~\ !~J ~ :..:-3\i 

-Jt ;~ JS L+3~ ~ 
, , 0 

;1.,:; ((~ ~ ~J -0~~\ 

Commentary: The speech of a dead is a matter of the realm of the Unseen (or Al­

Ghaib) which is mentioned in this Hadfth . A deceased person will certainly say what 

has been disclosed here. A Muslim must have absolute faith in it. Almighty Allah is 

certainly capable of endowing the power of speech on a deceased person as he does 

speak with the angels (Munkar and Nakir) when they come to the dead in the grave 

and question him. This Had'ith is intended to induce people to virtues so that after 

death, one has not to say: "Woe to me! Where are you taking me?" One should spend 

the life in such a manner that after death when he is taken to the graveyard for burial, 

he should be in a position to say: "Hasten to take me to my grave so that I can enjoy 

Divine blessings there." 

445. Ibn Mas'ud ,:.s, .ii i ~ _; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Jannah is 
nearer to you than your shoelace, and 

so is the (Hell) Fire." [Al-Bukhari] 

, , , 

,.J.i\ J_?~ J\_; :JL.; -~ 

: :_~_.;.\ J-1 ~ -~1 U1n 
~ i , ~ . .r . 

!(~i ~ ~LJIJ -~ 

Commentary: Jannah is close to him who adopts the path of righteousness and he 

can easily attain it. Its opposite case is also equally true . He is close to Hell who takes 

the path of evil. Thus, this Had'ith has an inducement for virtue and warning against 

evil. 
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CHAPTER 54 

EXCELLENCE OF WEEPING OUT 

OF FEAR FROM ALLAH 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And they fall down on their faces 

weeping and it increases their humi­

lity." (17:109) 

"Do you then wonder at this recita­

tion (the Qur'an)? And you laugh at it 

and weep not." (53:59-60) 

446. Ibn Mas'ud ~ ..ii i ._,,.;,J reported: 
The Prophet ~ said to me: "Recite the 
Qur'an to me." I said, "O Messenger 

of Allah! Shall I recite the Qur'an to 
you, when it has been revealed to 

you?" He ~ replied, "I love to hear it 
recited by others." So I recited to him 
a portion from Surat An-Nisa '. When I 

reached the Ayah: 

"How (will it be) then, when We 
bring from each nation a witness and 

We bring you (0 Muhammad ~ ) as a 
witness against these people?" (4:41) 

He ~ said, "Enough for now." 
When I looked at him I saw his eyes 
were shedding tears. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ ,:.r ~~, ~ ~~ -ot 

✓l li_,..!,J JW Jit 

.&1 ~ J '::_y--:..; </I ,jJ -Hi 

i)1n : ~ -~1 J JL; : J~ ,;,:;_ 

,41)1 J_,..:_-; ~ :~ 
.,.._ J,O _.. 

1101~1 ~ 
..... ,... .,.. ol .,, ..... 

:J L; !~Jjl ~J -~ 1)1 
0..,. 0 ,.,..,,. 't O-;; ! t ::! 

Il l?~ ~ ~I 01 ~I J tl 
J;_ • ;UI ~Jr" ~ ..S1~ 
l~L ~➔ : :i/JI ~~ Jt ~ 
;-, ,-:- : , ~ -~i -,;,, 1-:' : 
~ ~) )-~ ·; t:-" ~ ~ ~ 
[f \ : .L.JI] ~(1_ (• ;'1~ &, 

-~l .~ ~~1 ~ 11~'11 ~)) : Jli 
~ ,_ ._ ' ·,(;Jj; ;~ I)~ 

. - ~ .,., , - ; 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that besides the recitation of the Noble Qur'an, a 

Muslim should also listen to it from others so that he can contemplate further on it. It 

also makes one weep when one listens to the Noble Qur'an. 
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447. Anas bin Malik ,.:...s- .& 1 ~_; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
delivered a Khutbah to us the like of 
which I had never heard from him 
before. In the course of the Khutbah, 

he said: "If you knew what I know, you 
would laugh little and weep much." 
Thereupon those present covered their 
faces and began to sob. [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith has been mentioned in this chapter for the reason that it 

furnishes positive proof of the fact that the Companions of the Prophet ~ used to 

weep out of fear of Allah when they heard sermons and preachings. It induces us to 

follow them. 

448. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"One who weeps out of fear of Allah, 
will not enter the Hell till milk returns 

back in the udder; and the dust raised 
on account of fighting in the path of 
Allah and the smoke of Hell will never 
exist together." [At-Tinnidhf] 

.& I ::ri' J , • ]_), ~ 1 er-J - t t A 

')H : ~ , ;u1 Jy~ J\j : JL; -~ 
,& I 2_;. '. <~ "1~ , , 8 I .:..1~ 

,. ~ (J""': u- J J c.::--=-

'1:, -~I J ~I ;~ J;.. 

, , , 

Commentary: · ~ er-> 

1. A person who has such a fear of Allah that he weeps on account of it, cannot be 

disobedient to Allah. Obviously, his life will generally be spent in obedience of Allah 

and strict abstinence from sins. It is very true to say that it is as impossible for such a 

person to go to Hell as the return of milk to the udders. 

2. Similarly, Jihad is a highly meritorious act for a Muslim. A Mujahid, who fights for 

the sake of Allah, is perfectly safe from Hell because the dust that falls on this way on 

him, cannot mix with the smoke of Hell. 
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449. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Seven people Allah will give them His 
Shade on the Day when there would be 
no shade but the Shade of His Throne 
(i.e., on the Day of Resurrection): And 
they are: a just ruler; a youth who grew 
up with the worship of Allah; a person 

whose heart is attached to the mos­
ques, two men who love and meet each 
other and depart from each other for 
the sake of Allah; a man whom an 
extremely beautiful woman seduces 
(for illicit relation), but he (rejects 
this offer and) says: 'I fear Allah'; a 
man who gives in charity and conceals 

it (to such an extent) that the left hand 
does not know what the right has 
given; and a man who remembers 
Allah in solitude and his eyes become 
tearful. " 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ t ~ 

, ' , .J.1 . t I ~ ~ l t:.~ ~ ll : ~ i Y- , , ...; ~ . - " 

· J~l.i f t_;t : ~ '11 ~ 'l 
Lli ~G_:; 

~ j.,;)) 

i) ½l_;.; ~~)) 

Commentary: This Hadfth has been included in this chapter for the reason that it 

highlights the merits of weeping for fear of Allah. The fear of Allah keeps one away 

from disobedience of Allah, the reward of which in the Hereafter is Jannah - a world 

which abounds in the Bounties and Pleasure of Allah. 

450. 'Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhir 

~ .& 1 ~ J reported: I came to 
Messenger of Allah ~ when he was 
performing prayers. He was sobbing 
and his chest sounded like a boiling 
kettle . [Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 

, ~ I .;; ~ I ~ ;_;3 -to• 

<Ill\ J ~ ', G...>_,:f : J t_; -~ .& 1 , ..,, ..,, ~ ) 

, , . . ts ., · l . 0 ::_ I , I ,_, , , , ~ljii;; 

!l fll ~..Y-':-J ~ r J ' ~ 

, ~ - Lal , 1.:. ' 11 
~ ~~ -; . ~ r.r- ..r:-' 
\J~\.81 11 '-F ~-;½?13 U JI; ;1 ~13~ 

-~ .,C.:., t., 
';-" ,,. ; .:, 
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Commentary: This Hadith tells us how the Prophet ~ used to weep in prayer out of 

fear of Allah. To weep in the course of supplication and at the thought of one's 

appearance before Allah reflects piety. 

451. Anas ......:...J. .ii i ~ J reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said to Ubayy 

bin Ka'b ~ .ii i ~ J, "Allah cY-"-' y- has 

ordered me to recite to you Surat-Al­

Baiyyinah (98): 'Those who disbelieve 

Ubayy ~ .ii i ~ J asked, "Did He 

name me?" Messenger of Allah ~ 

replied in the affirmative. Whereupon 

Ubayy ~.iii~_; began to weep. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

>•. .ii i ~ ) 
•t 

- to\ ,~ ,~I ,YJ 
J J . 

J. , '½ 
-1- ~ ' - , , 4 I J_?_; JL; : Jt; 

~~ , 4 I ~ I H : ~ 4 I , ....b _; , ____;.s 
J ~ ~ T/ ; 

~ :~ 1)1 01 ~;1 •Y-J 
~~l!..:;,J : JL; 111_.,:)s 0:-1-JI 0-

,, t .,, ,., ,., ,... --
. I C ,_ • • t , I ' ("'' ~ II • , • )) . J I : 

-~ <>"-"-° · -j. <...S"'7 r-""' . u 

-~ ~l ~ :~IJ-d .j,J 

Commentary: This Hadith highlights the following: 

1. The permissibility of crying out of joy when a certain bounty has been bestowed 

upon one, and out of fear that one fails to show gratefulness to the Bestower of the 

bounty (i.e., Allah). 

2. The superiority of Ubayy bin Ka'b =..ii i ~ ; and the high position he occupies with 

regard to his recitation and memorization of the Qur'an. 

452. Anas bin Malik ~ .ii 1 ~ _; 

reported: After the death of Messen­

ger of Allah (~ ), Abu Bakr said to 

'Umar L..p .iii~_;: "Let us visit Umm 

Ai man Lp- .ii 1 ~ J as Messenger of 

Allah ~ used to visit her." As we came 

to her, she wept. They (Abu Bakr and 

'Umar L..p .wl ~ J) said to her, "What 

makes you weep? Do you not know 

that what Allah has in store for His 

Messenger ~ is better than (this 

worldly life)?" She said, "I weep not 

because I am ignorant of the fact that 

, ~ .f. ;1 J \; : J \; ~., - t or 

,.iii 0r-J ~~J ~ , I ~f:c ~I ~ J 

~I ~~ ~ : 4-1 '11.ii 
~ ~ ~I 
!~ ,41 J.?1 

41 ~ ~ ~I ~I '1 J1 ~ I 
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hypocrite and does not love Allah and 

His Messenger." On that Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "Don't say this. Haven't 

you seen that he testified that there is 

no true god except Allah,' for Allah's 

sake only." The man replied, "Allah 

and His Messenger know better, but by 

Allah, we never saw him but helping 

and talking with the hypocrites." 

Messenger of Allah ~ replied, "No 

doubt, whosoever testifies that there is 

no true god except Allah, seeking by so 

professing the pleasure of Allah only, 

Allah will safeguard him against (Hell) 

Fire." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

,., I ;;; \ 

.&1 d.:>;-J ~.!.Li., ~ i1 ':)Jl .Ji '1 
> 
~ ~ JJ Ji I : J l..ii . 1t! ~ J' ~ 
'~~J '-5) ~ .&1) :;.i t_;\ '~1 
Jili ,: -·ci1 J ,1 ✓ 1 ~~ 'l ' ~ , ,-- J 

f? :J .&1 0~H : * , ~I J_?J 
;;; I ,... ,., ,., ,., 

i1 ')I\ 4.11 ')I : Jt,; : , 81 1;: , , ✓ -! ~ 
, I 

-~ j..;_. II~\ ~J ~-½ ~ 
~K.:-µ ,QI ~\ A 110011_:; 

~ : '-?1)_:; , ~I ;W~ ((~_:r-flin_, 

\!JL, 11Ji;. • Gu · J·' · · ~ l.:i..: ,_ --; ' ·! ...,., . J'J -~ (_--:-:C ~, 

.I '·:•1· 1{i;_ :.:-\ ,A::.i1 
~)) . .,, . 

Commentary: This Hadith highlights the following four points: 

1. One can offer Salat at home if one has a lawful reason for it. 

2. In the event one is obliged to offer Salat at home it is well to reserve a place for it. 

3. It is not permissible to suspect a Muslim on the basis of mere doubt. 

4. In the end, every Muslim will be sent to Jannah. This point has already been 

elaborated. 

418. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab .iii ~ ) 

<..,;J, reported: Some prisoners were 

brought to Messenger of Allah ~ 
amongst whom there was a woman 

who was running ( searching for her 

child). When she saw a child among 

the captives, she took hold of it, 

pressed it against her belly and gave 

it a suck. Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Do you think this woman would ever 

> , ·* -~1 J_?J r+' :Jli ,~ i1 
i't ,., ,,, r 

,_;..:i _;:JI ~ .1_;1 \~~ -~ 

,~};_\ ~I __j, ~ Q~~ 1t 
J-,:~ ,: , -.. f: ,:.L- ,.::;t~ 

WU -~Jl!O , ~ ...::..9j,l!O 

I ~J)\n 
> 

o..La, -~ 'Ji I J ~ J . :.:J 

11~)8\ ~ t;:JJ i;.) U:, J~1 
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throw her child in fire? " We said, "By 
Allah, she would never throw the child 
in fire." Thereupon Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Allah is more kind to 
his slave than this woman is to her 
child." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~) :&ii 

-~ 
., -:;;;J 

~ 

: Jli; . .fiilj '1 
OJ a . 

II~~~ 
• I 0 

~~~ o-V:> ~ 

Commentary: Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar states that the Musnad /smai'li has the following 

additional words in the narrative: "After continuous search, she finally found her baby. 

She took the baby and hugged him." 

It is permissible to illustrate by example what one cannot make others understand by 

means of reason and senses, the way the Prophet ~ did it in the present case. Since it 

was not possible to describe the immensity of Allah's Mercy, he cited the example of 

that woman to illustrate his point. 

419. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 

~ saying, "When Allah created the 
creatures, He wrote in the Book, which 
is with Him over His Throne: 'Verily, 
My Mercy prevailed over My Wrath."' 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "(Allah wrote) 'My 
Mercy dominated My Wrath."' 

Still another narration is: Messen­
ger of Allah ~ said, "(Allah wrote) 
'My Mercy surpasses My Wrath."' 

J_ ,' ~s ,::J_;j1 .{ii\ #- \jn 

0i : _; ~1 :,; ;i½ ~ , '-7"'9 

Commentary: Imam Al-Khattabi states that here the word "Kitab" (translated here 

as 'Book') means the decision of Almighty Allah which He has already made, an 

instance of which is the following Verse of the Noble Qur'an: 

"Allah has decreed: 'Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious' ." 

(58:21). 

In this.Ayah the Arabic word "Kataba" is used in the sense of "Qadii ' (decided);" or 
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was a special virtue of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq = <Ill ~_;which was a mark of his perfect 

Faith. 

454. Ibrahim bin 'Abdur-Rahman 
bin 'Auf reported: Food was brought 

to 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Auf ~ .ii i ~ J 

when he was observing Saum (fast) and 

he said: "Mus'ab bin 'Umair ~ .ii i ~ J 

was martyred and he was better than 
me, but only one sheet was available to 
shroud him. It was so small that when 
his head was covered; his feet re­
mained uncovered and if his feet were 
covered, his head remained uncovered. 

Then the bounties of this world have 
been bestowed upon us generously. I 
am afraid that the reward of our good 
deeds have been awarded to us in this 
world." On this he began to sob and 

left the food untouched. 
[Al-Bukhari] 

J. .;;-,1 ~ 01 -,;~ J. 
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-i~ ~1 '~ ..iii :.ri'J 
, , ,,. o , .... l _; 
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0~ 

0 t _, ,., 0 ..- ,... O t ,,. 
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~~ ~ .ci ~ ~c:..;. 

· (?j~\ ~\.JJ . f \_jJ\ !l) J.;_ 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us about the hospitality of the Companions of the 

Prophet ~ and the respect they had for each other. 

Abdur-Rahman bin 'Auf = <ii i ~ ; was one of the figures of 'Al-Ashratul-Mubash­

sharun bil Jannah (the ten Companions of the Prophet ~ who were given the glad 

tidings of entering Jannah during their lifetime). For this reason, he is superior to 

Mus'ab bin 'Umair =<Il l ~ ;, but he acknowledged him superior on the consideration 

of his martyrdom and poverty through which he had passed. He holds Mus' ab bin 

'Umair = <Ill ~ ; better on the grounds that he had confronted the infidels in 

extremely difficult circumstances and sacrificed his life for the sake of Allah. 

The second point which this Hadith brings out is the fear which Abdur-Rahman bin 

'Auf = <Ill ~ ; felt at the abundance of wealth and property, although he used to 

spend his wealth and riches in the way of Allah and Jihad. Today, the only purpose of 

r 
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what is in store for Messenger of Allah 
~ (in the Hereafter) is better than this 
world, but I weep because the Revela­
tion has ceased to come." This reply 
moved both of them to tears and they 
began to weep along with her. 

[Muslim] 

, . ' <'.i :<"I' ,~ .&1 J ''I "' ~ 
~ ~.J _, , Y.;-:, r. 
\ d.~I ~ ~:I ~ _;.)1 01 
~ -~~I ~ \~~:;.~g; 

.1 : ;1-- . i :::: 0~ .j 0:--" Jj.J ,- .JJ 't-"" , ., .• 

. rl <t'f §)"'j ';'~ 

Commentary: Here, this Hadith has been reproduced to furnish justification for 

weeping on the departure of virtuous people because their presence is a source of 

many blessings. With their departure from this world, people are deprived of many 

graces. Pious people are certainly very much grieved on their death. 

453. lbn 'Umar 1 • s " .iii ~ .J 

reported: When the illness of Messen­
ger of Allah ~ became serious, he was 
asked about the leading of Sa/at and 
he said, "Ask Abu Bakr to lead Salat." 

Whereupon, 'A.ishah Lp .ii i ~.J said; 
"Abu Bakr is very tender hearted. He 
is bound to be overcome by weeping 
when he recites the Qur'an." Messen­

ger of Allah ~ repeated, "Ask him 
(Abu Bakr) to lead Sa/at." 

In another narration: 'A.ishah ~ .J 

Lp .ii I said: "When Abu Bakr stands in 

your place, he will not be able to recite 
the Noble Qur'an to the people on 
account of weeping." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
Commentary: 

i1 ~ J ,~ .;,-=I .;-J - tof 

'.&1 ~_?~ ~I !_j : Jt_; '\~~:.; 

'~ ,1 ~ I I . j '1; > > , , ..i/'i;:;; 
_.JW2-J --1- u-::;, -~) -~ 

j ;,~Ll ~ ½1 1.J~n : JI.ii , 

i1 ~) -~~ c.:Jili \ .... o~ 
\ ': l~I ,_,., "1~ - <~ d 01 : I :'.;: .r . ~) i..r- J ~ . • ~ , , , 

~j~n : Jili , nd1 ~ 01)1 
.t1j ~li 

_jL; 

~~ 
IC ,_. -

. ~ i.>-"-'-" 

1. This Hadith brings into prominence the distinction of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq .t,1 ._,,.;, ; 

w-. It was because of this distinction that the Companions of the Prophet ~ selected 
him as Khalifah (caliph) after the death of the Prophet ~ - On this occasion, 'Umar 
= .ti 1 ._,,.;,.; said, "Should we not like him for our (worldly life) political leadership when 
the Prophet ~ had chosen him for our Deen." 

2. The justification for weeping at the time of the recitation of the Noble Qur'iin. This 
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our wealth is that we waste it either on foolish customs and ceremonies of marriage or 

construction of buildings and their decoration. It was this abundance of wealth of 

which the Companions of the Prophet ~ were afraid. The Prophet ~ had himself 

expressed great anxiety over it. 

455. Abu Umamah Sudaiy bin 'Ajlan 

Al-Bahili ~ .&1 ~_; reported: The 
Prophet ~ said: "Nothing is dearer 
to Allah than two drops and two 
marks: A drop of tears shed out of 
fear of Allah and a drop of blood shed 
in Allah's way. Regarding the two 
marks, they are: Marks left in the 

Cause of Allah and a mark left in 
observing one of the obligatory act of 
worship of Allah, the Exalted." [At­

Tirmidhf] 

Zi~.;. ~.i.'.o ~d c,1,' :.;.:, -too 

:Ji.; ~ ,~,</".~~,~~ ,~ci, 

: J, ~ ...ii I J ,1 ~ f t • , 'I 11 
01} , ~ . '-? u--::' 

~ ~ tr; ~~ :J)f., ~~ 
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'I ·,1,:' .'. : . ~;f, J,~ 
~ ~ .r ~ ~! -I .T J ' 

-~ ~~ :J~3 ~~_;JI ;13:; 11J~ 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions the merits of the following: 

1. Weeping out of fear of Allah. 

2. The blood which flows in the way of Allah. 

3. The marks of injuries which are left on the bodies of those who take part in Jihad. 

4. The marks of wounds received in the performance of obligations. 

The Ahadith on the subject are many. 

456. Al-'lrbad bin Sariyah = .&1 ~ _; 

reported: One day Messenger of Allah 
~ delivered us a very eloquent 
Khutbah on account of which eyes 
shed tears and hearts became softened. 

[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhf] 

, ~-/.::, </- -!"~~\ ~_;;. -t Oi 

J,1 J' ..:'..,.) ,:,- ,J, ·.J': ,, 
.,.. ./ 1.J:2..:- '-' ,ci .&1 ~ :; 

-~fa1 ~ ~J ~y -~ 
. ~;;.ii ~ -.:J~~J 

Commentary: Even in the relevant chapter, the author has only given a reference of 

this Hadith and not its full text. This has, however, been stated in chapter 16, bearing 

the title "Observing the Sunnah and the manners of its obedience." 
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CHAPTER 55 

EXCELLENCE OF LEADING 

AN ASCETIC LIFE, AND 

VIRTUES OF A SIMPLE LIFE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

''Verily, the likeness of (this) worldly 

life is as the water (rain) which We 

send down from the sky; so by it arises 

the intermingled produce of the earth 

of which men and cattle eat: until 

when the earth is clad in its adorn­

ments and is beautified, and its people 

think that they have all the powers of 

disposal over it, Our Command 

reaches it by night or by day and We 

make it like a clean-mown harvest, as 

if it had not flourished yesterday! 

Thus, do We explain the Ayat (proofs, 

evidences, verses, lessons, signs, reve­

lations, laws, etc.) in detail for the 

people who reflect." (10:24) 

"And put forward to them the 

example of the life of this world: it is 

like the water (rain) which We send 

down from the sky, and the vegetation 

of the earth mingles with it, and 

becomes fresh and green. But (later) 

it becomes dry and broken pieces, 

which the winds scatter. And Allah is 

Able to do everything. Wealth and 

children are the adornment of the life 

of this world. But the good righteous 
deeds that last, are better with your 
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55- EXCELLENCE OF ASCETIC LIFE 

Rubb for rewards and better in respect 

of hope." (18:45,46) 

"Know that the life of this world is 

only play and amusement, pomp and 

mutual boasting among you, and 

rivalry in respect of wealth and 

children. (It is) as the likeness of 

vegetation after rain, thereof the 

growth is pleasing to the tiller; after­

wards it dries up and you see it 

turning yellow; then it becomes 

straw. But in the Hereafter (there is) 

a severe torment (for the disbelievers­

evildoers ), and (there is) forgiveness 

from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure 

(for the believers-gooddoers). And the 

life of this world is only a deceiving 

enjoyment." (57:20) 

"Beautified for men is the love of 

things they covet; women, children, 

much of gold and silver (wealth), 

branded beautiful horses, cattle and 

well-tilled land. This is the pleasure of 

the present world's life; but Allah has 

the excellent return (Jannah with 
flowing rivers) with Him." (3:14) 

"0 mankind! Verily, the Promise of 

Allah is true. So let not this present 
life deceive you, and let not the chief 

deceiver (Satan) deceive you about 

Allah." (35:5) 

"The mutual rivalry (for piling up of 

worldly things) diverts you. Until you 

visit the graves (i.e., till you die). Nay! 

You shall come to know! Again nay! 

You shall come to know! Nay! If you 
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knew with a sure knowledge (the end 
result of piling up, you would not have 
been occupied yourselves in worldly 
things)." (102:1-5) 

"And this life of the world is only 
amusement and play! Verily, the home 
of the Hereafter is the real life if they 
but knew." (29:64) 

457. 'Amr bin 'Auf Al-Ansari ..ti~.; 

-:.s- reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
sent Abu 'Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah ~ _; 
-:.s- ..iii to Bahrain to collect (Jizyah). So 
he returned from Bahrain with wealth. 
The Ansar got news of it and joined 
with the Prophet ~ in the Fajr prayer. 
When the Prophet ~ concluded the 
prayer, they stood in his way. When he 
saw them, he smiled and said, "I think 
you have heard about the arrival of 
Abu 'Ubaidah with something from 
Bahrain." They said, "Yes! 0 Messen­

ger of Allah!" He ~ said, "Rejoice 
and hope for that which will please 
you. By Allah, it is not poverty that I 
fear for you, but I fear that this world 
will be opened up with its wealth for 
you as it was opened to those before 
you; and you vie with one another over 
it as they did and eventually it will ruin 
you as it ruined them." [Muslim] 
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55- EXCELLENCE OF ASCETIC LIFE 

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that, from the religious angle, poverty of 

an individual or nation is not as dangerous as its affluence. For this reason, the 

Prophet ~ cautioned his Ummah against the consequences of abundance of wealth 

and warned his followers to save themselves from its evils. We witness today that all 

his fears have come true. The excess of wealth has made the majority of rich extremely 

careless about their religious obligations. It is this negligence and evasion from 

religion about which the Prophet ~ had expressed grave fear. 

458. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~...iii~.) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ sat on 
the pulpit and we sat around him. He 
said: "What I am concerned most is 
the flourishment and the beauty of this 
world will be available to you." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

459. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ .&1 ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said: 
"The world is sweet and green 
(alluring); and verily, Allah is making 
you to succeed each other, generations 
after generations in it in order to see 
how you act. So beware of this world 
and beware of women." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth has already been mentioned under chapter 6. Piety. The 

stress that it lays on guarding against the evil of women shows how grave a mischief 

woman is for man. The warning it contains is intended to alert men against the 

cunning and deceit of women and induces them to take preventive measures 

prescribed by the Shari'ah in this behalf. Those who disregard the injunctions of 

Shari'ah in this respect generally become a victim of the seduction, wiles and guiles of 

women. May Allah save us from their amorous ways. 

460. Anas ~ ...iii ~.J reported: The 01 ,~ .iii ~ J ,-r"1 :;._, -ti• 
Prophet ~ said: "O Allah, there is no 
true life but the life of the Hereafter." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The saying of the Prophet ~ quoted in this Hadith relates to two 

different occasions. 

Firstly, to the Ghazwah of Al-Khandaq (the battle of the Trench) when Muslims were 

engaged in digging the trench under very difficult circumstances. It was intended to 

impress upon them the need for patience and boost their morale. They were made to 

understand that they should not be perplexed by the strenuous period they were 

passing through because these were transitory and temporary phases of life after which 

lay the everlasting life, the real life that was not only permanent but also full of 

perpetual luxuries. 

Secondly, to the occasion of Hajjat-ul-Wada ' (last Hajj performed by the Prophet ~ ) 

when he saw around him a large crowd of Muslims. Then he warned them against 

becoming proud or overjoyed by their strength and power. The grandeur and majesty 

being witnessed by them would come to an end. The real life was of Al-Akhirah 

(Hereafter) and they should do their utmost to reform it. 

461. Anas ~ .iii ~ _; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said: "Three 
(things) follow a dead person: Mem­
bers of his family, his property and his 
deeds. Two of them return; and one 
remains with him. The people and his 
wealth return; his deeds remain with 
him." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith has a warning for the Muslims that they should adopt the 

way of piety and fear ( of Allah), not of sin and impiety because those are actions which 

will go with him to the grave and which decide his fate in the life after death. If he 

carries with him good deeds, he will have a comfortable sojourn in Ba,zakh (the 

intervening stage between death and Resurrection) . On the contrary, if the record of 

his life is devoid of good deeds, all the wealth that he leaves behind, even if it is beyond 

calculation, will be of no avail to him because what he will be having with him will be 

the bad deeds which he performed during his life. These bad deeds will be a constant 

source of torture for him during his stay in Ba,zakh. 

462. Anas bin Malik ~ .ii 1 ~ _; ,41 J.?:i J t; :Jt; ;.:;_:; - t,r 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
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55- EXCELLENCE OF ASCETIC LIFE 

"Among the inmates of Hell, a person 
who had led the most luxurious life in 
this world will be brought up on the 
Day of Resurrection and dipped in the 
Fire and will be asked: 'O son of 

A.dam! Did you ever experience any 
comfort? Did you happen to get any 
luxury?' He will reply: 'By Allah, no, 
my Rubb.' And then one of the people 
of Jannah who had experienced ex­
treme misery in the life of this world 
will be dipped in Jannah. Then he will 
be asked: 'O son of A.dam! Did you 
ever experience any misery? Did you 
ever encounter difficulty?' He will say: 

"By Allah, no my Rubb, I neither 
experienced misery nor passed 
through hardship."' [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth also induces one to work for the life of the Hereafter, as 
the amenities of this world which one strives hard to attain, and for which one violates 
the injunctions of Shari'ah, will be forgotten with a glimpse of the Hell-fire. Therefore, 
the sensible course is that one should adopt a way of life which is full of true faith and 
good deeds so that one becomes eligible for the eternal blessings and joys of the life of 
the Hereafter. 

463. Al-Mustaurad bin Shaddad ~ ) 
-:.s- .&I reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "This world (i.e., its pleasures and 
duration) in comparison with the 
Hereafter is (similar to the amount of 
water) one gets when he puts his finger 
in the sea. Let him then see what it 
returns with." [Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith shows the value of the Hereafter and its blessings 

compared to the worldly life. The proportion between the two is that the former is like 

an ocean while the latter is like the proportion of water left on one's finger when 

dipped in the sea! 
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464. Jabir bin 'Abdullah ~ 41 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ was 
passing through the bazaar with his 
Companions on his both sides, when 
he saw a dead skinny lamb. He held its 
ear and said, "Who of you would like 
to have it for a dirham." They replied, 
"We do not like to get it for nothing, 
and what shall we do with it?" Then he 
~ asked, "Would you like to have it 
for nothing?" They replied, "Had it 
been alive, it would have been defec­
tive because it is skinny; but when dead 
it is of no use." Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Truly, the world is more con­
temptible to Allah than this (the dead 
lamb) is to you." [Muslim] , , 

. r-1-- :1_:;J (( ~ 
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Commentary: This Hadith also shows the futility of this world for which one 

struggles so madly throughout his life. It is also an indication that the Prophet ~ used 

to seize the right opportunities to guide and teach his followers. · 

465. Abu Dharr ~ 41 ~ J reported: 
I was walking with the Prophet on the 
stony ground in Al-Madinah in the 
afternoon when Uhud Mount came 
into sight. Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"O Abu Dharr!" I said, "O Messenger 
of Allah, here I am responding to 
you." He said, " If I had as much gold 
as the weight of Uhud, it would not 
please me to have a single dinar out of 
it with me after the passage of three 
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days, but I would hold back something 
for the repayment of a debt. I would 
distribute it among the slaves of Allah 
like this and like this and like this." 

And he ~ pointed in front of him, and 
on his right side and on his left side. 
We then walked a little further and he 

~ said: "The rich would be poor on 
the Day of Resurrection, except he 
who spent like this and like this and 
like this," and he pointed as he did the 

first time. "But such persons are few." 
Then he said, "Stay where you are till I 
come back to you." He (the Prophet 

~ ) walked ahead a little further in the 
darkness of the night and disappeared 
from my sight. I heard a loud voice. I 

said (to myself): "The Messenger of 
Allah might have met (mishap or an 
enemy)." I wished I could go after him 
but I remembered his commanding me 
to stay till he came back. So I waited 
for him; and when he came, I made 

mention of what I had heard. He 
asked, "Did you hear it?" I said, 
"Yes." Then he said, "It was Jibril 
(Gabriel), who came to me and said: 
'He who dies among your Ummah 

without having associated anything 
with Allah (in worship) will enter 
Jannah.' I said: 'Even if he committed 
illicit sexual intercourse or steals?' He 
(Jibril) said: 'Even if he has committed 
illicit sexual intercourse or steals."' [Al-

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The last portion of this Hadfth means that a Muslim, having firm 
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faith in the Oneness of Allah, will go to Jannah even if he has committed major sins in 

his life. If Allah wills, he will be sent straight to Jannah, or he will be sent there after 

suffering punishment in Hell for sometime. Some scholars have associated this Had'ith 

with such persons who make repentance at the time when they are close to death and 

then they do not get time to do good or bad deeds. Almighty Allah will pardon even 

their major sins without giving them any punishment. 

This Had'ith also tells us that it is permissible, rather essential, to reserve some money 

for the payment of loan because its repayment is far more important than giving 

(voluntary alms). 

It also mentions the piety of the Prophet ~ and his passion for spending in the way of 

Allah. 

466. Abu H urairah ,.__;___.., .w 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah :i! said: 

"If I had gold equal to Mount Uhud 

(in weight), it would not please me to 

pass three nights and I have a thing of 

it left with me, except what I retain for 

repayment of a debt." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 
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Commentary: The words of the Prophet ~ speak eloquently for his matchless piety 

and prove that he did not like to keep worldly goods with him. This Had'ith also shows 

that expression of a pious desire is permissible. 

467. Abu Hurairah ,.__;___.., .w l ~ ) 
reported: Messenger of Allah :i! said, 

"Look at those who are inferior to you 

and do not look at those who are 

superior to you, for this will keep you 

from belittling Allah's Favour to you." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

This is the wording in Sahih Muslim. 

The narration inAl-Bukhari is: Messen­

ger of Allah :i! said: "When one of you 

looks at someone who is superior to him 

in property and appearance, he should 

look at someone who is inferior to him." 

,.&I j_,:.:; Jli :Jli ~ J -t'\V 

Ji:-1 ; u--4 Jl 1/,Ll\ll :~ 
~~ ; ~ Ji 1Jj:; 'IJ ~ 
.&1 ~ \J~;; ') ~\ ~~\ ~ 

·r-- kl l~J -~ ~ . II~ 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



55- EXCELLENCE OF ASCETIC LIFE 

Commentary: By looking at the worldly goods and riches of others, a person 

gradually becomes unthankful for the blessings which Allah has bestowed on him. The 

best remedy for this "disease" is that which has been prescribed by Messenger of Allah 

~ in this Had'ith. The remedy is that one should look at the people who have lesser 

worldly goods and riches than one's own. If a person has a small house of his own 

which can protect him from the harshness of weather, then he has no need to see 

enviously towards sky-high buildings and palatial houses of others. He should look at 

the homeless people who spend their nights on footpaths and live in huts which in rain 

leak like sieve and are swept away by a wave of flood water, etc. But from a religious 

angle, one should see towards those who are more fearful of Allah and observe their 

Saldt meticulously so that one becomes more fond of obedience of Allah, has a greater 

fear of Him and devotes more time to prayer and devotion. This dispensation is also 

given in other Ahddith. 

468. Abu Hurairah ~ ..iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "May 
he be miserable, the worshipper of the 
dinar and dirham, and the worshipper 
of the striped silk cloak. If he is given 
anything, he is satisfied; but if not, he is 

unsatisfied." [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: "A slave of dinar and dirham and silk cloaks (clothes)" here means a 

person who prefers these things to the Divine injunctions and commands and strives 

day and night to amass worldly goods. Instead of worshipping Allah, he worships such 

things and is thus guilty of worship of others besides Allah, a condition which causes 

his ruin. 

469. Abu Hurairah ~ ..ii i ~ J 

reported: I saw seventy of the people 
of the Suffah and none of them had a 
cloak. They had either a lower garment 
or a blanket which they suspended 
from their necks. Some (cloaks) 
reached halfway down to the legs and 
some to the ankles; and the man would 
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manage to keep it in his hand to avoid , , , , , t , , 
~ 1_,:; ((.G~j....i 0 :,._; 0 I ~ 1.-:,..S 

exposing his private parts. [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: The term "people of the Suffah" mentioned in the Hadith refers to 

those Companions of the Prophet ~ who were poor. They used to resort to "the 

Suffah", a shady place at the back of the Prophet's Mosque (in Al-Madinah). 

470. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said: 
"The world is the believer's prison and 

the infidel's Jannah." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: As compared with the pleasures and luxuries, which are in store for a 

true believer in Jannah in the Hereafter, this world is a prison; and against the 

ceaseless torture that awaits the Kuffar (disbelievers) in Hell, this world is a Jannah for 

them. It can also mean that the way a Muslim saves himself in life from lusts and 

desires and leads a pious life with fear of Allah, this world is a prison for him because 

he is fettered in the chains of rules and regulations, while a Kafir (disbeliever) is free 

from all kinds of restrictions and is completely given to lusts and desires, and this is 

how this world is a Jannah for him. The purpose of this Hadith is to induce Muslims for 

the preparation of A l-A khirah (the Hereafter) and prevent them from unlawful 

luxuries of this world. 

471. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .ii i c.r"'J 
~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
took hold of my shoulders and said, 
"Be in the world like a stranger or a 
wayfarer." 

Ibn 'Umar ~ .ii i ~ J used to say: 
"When you survive till the evening, do 
not expect to live until the morning; 
and when you survive until the morn­
ing, do not expect to live until the 
evening; ( do good deeds) when you are 
in good health before you fall sick, and 
( do good deeds) as long as you are 
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alive before death strikes." 

[Al-Bukhari] 
J ') '1 : ;c;,; ~~I I.ii _c_), .j, I}~ 

,;1 -~: .;w'y- ,a- ~w'y - t::ii1J-1 .., .., - .., - ' 

Commentary: A person who will consider this world as a temporary stage, will 

certainly not like that his clothes be entangled in thorny bushes of this world. The 

greatest fault of man is that he does not understand this status of the world. In spite of 

the fact that he is not sure of a moment's life here, he occupies himself in amassing 

goods and riches which would last for a hundred years. 

472. Sahl bin Sa'd As-Sa'idi -11 ~ J 

~ reported: A man came to the 

Prophet ~ and said, "O Messenger 
of Allah, guide me to such an action 
which, if I do Allah will love me and 
the people will also love me." He ~ 
said, "Have no desire for this world, 

Allah will love you; and have no desire 
for what people possess, and the 
people will love you." [Ibn Majah] 

. ~ ~ L:. ~ 
Commentary: "Zuhd" (ascetism) does not mean renunciation of the world and 

obligations of life. What it really means is that one should be contented with what he 

possess and rid himself of greed. Islam neither permits renunciation of the world nor 

does it condemn genuine struggle to acquire wealth and riches. Therefore, 

involvement in worldly affairs and struggle for lawful means of livelihood are not 

against Zuhd. A person who is contented with the lawful means of income is a 

distinguished person as all his activities are exalted to the level of worship. Similarly, 
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unconcern with the wealth and riches of others and ignoring them is a part of Zuhd 

and contentment. One additional advantage of it is that such a person wins the love 

and respect of the people because he who begs people, rather than Allah, has to suffer 

disgrace and is disliked by the people. The case of begging from Allah is just the 

opposite. The more a person begs Him, the more pleased He will be with him. In fact, 

He is displeased if someone does not beg Him. This has been exquisitely stated in an 

Arabic verse, the meaning of which is: 

"Do not stretch your hands before anyone for your needs, but beg from Him (Allah) 

whose door is always open." 

"If a person does not beg Him (Allah), He is displeased, while if one begs someone He 

becomes furious." 

473. An-Nu'man bin Bashir .iii ~ J Cri''j ,~ <I .;ici1 , .. F, - tVf 
1....p- reported: 'Umar bin Al-Khattab 

-:.s- .iii ~ J spoke at length regarding the 
worldly prosperity that people had 
achieved and said: "I saw that the 
Messenger of Allah ~ would pass his 
days in hunger and could not get even 
degraded dates to fill his stomach." 
[Muslim] 

} ' -:.r. 
G 
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: Jli ~~ ' ~ .&1 
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Commentary: During the reign of 'Umar = -.iii ~ ;, when people became more 

prosperous on account of frequent victories, he asked them to remember the early 

period of Islam in which they were poor and faced very difficult circumstances, to the 

extent that even the Prophet ~ was placed in the situation mentioned in this Hadfth. 

The purpose of mentioning it was to warn the people against the evils of abundance of 

wealth and luxuries. They were exhorted to beware of the love of the world which 

could make them forget about Al-Akhirah (Afterlife). 

474. 'A..ishah 4.:..- .iii ~J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ died when my 
house was void of any edible thing 
except for a small quantity of barley I 

, ~ ,,,. ... 

t.;_, -~ ,.&\ J_?~ ~y :-:Jli 

:It ~ J~ <lSL ::~ ~ _;;;,. <-! 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



55- EXCELLENCE OF ASCETIC LIFE 

had on a shelf and from which I kept 

eating it for a long time. Then when I 

measured what was left of it, it soon 

finished. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

, 0,, t ..... 

-J ~ -.:.JS\j W_; _j fr' , 

~ -~ ~ -~ J\1 
., 
~ 
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li5 ,~ ,:r tc) :~i «~ ~» 

.J,½J,ll ;p 
Commentary: During the last days of the Prophet ~ the financial position of the 

Muslims had largely improved due to the spoils of war and he could have lived a 

comfortable life if he liked, but he stuck to the same austere life which he had led 

earlier. In this Hadith, 'J\ishah ~ .&1 ~ ; has related an account of the extremely 

austere and pious life of the Prophet ~ although her house was the house of his most 

beloved wife. 

This Hadith also tells us that in spite of his profound love for 'J\ishah ~ .&I ~ ;, the 

Prophet ~ did not accord her any preferential treatment. He treated all his wives 

equally. Thus, this Hadith has a lesson for 'Ulama' and their families that they should 

not look towards worldly riches and the amenities enjoyed by them but keep in view 

the life of the Prophet ~ and his wives and learn to keep themselves contented with 

minimum income. 

475. 'Amr bin Al-Harith ~ 4 1 ~ J 

(the brother of Juwairiyah ~ 41 ~ J, 

the Mother of believers) reported: 

(When he died) Messenger of Allah 

~ left neither a dinar nor a dirham nor 

a male slave nor a female slave, nor 

anything else except his white riding 

mule, his weapons and his land which 

he had given in charity to wayfarers. 

[Al-Bukhari] 

, , , 

,.iii J_?J ~; ~ :Jli '~ .iii 

d.:;,j:? 'J1 , I~½:? ~__,... ~ -~ 

~l ~ --J:, , Lt --J:, .1~ --J:, 

, ~_:;. 0ls' ;1 ~, :::~l1 ;~r:: 
~'J ~ w.j1:, -~'>L.:-1 

'l?}~\ ;1_,) ((~~ ~\ 
, , 

Commentary: Banu AJ-Mustaliq Battle took place in the year 5 A.H. Men and 

women who were made captives in it, included Jawairiyah, and she came to the share 

of the Prophet ~ - She embraced Islam and the Prophet ~ married her. When the 

Companions of the Prophet ~ learnt about it they released all the prisoners of Banu 
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Mustaliq, who were about one hundred, in consideration of their being in-laws of the 

Noble Prophet ~ -

Weapons here means lance and sword while land signifies that portion of land which 

the Prophet ~ had got as his share from Fadak, and Khaibar and Al-Qura Valley, etc. 

He gave it in Sadaqah saying that he was from the class of the Prophets of Allah who 

have no descendants. Whatever is left by them is Sadaqah (charity). At the time of his 

death, the Prophet ~ did not have any male or female slave whom he had not set free . 

476. Al-Khabbab bin Al-Aratt ~ J ~ _:; ,.;_:;½1 0 ';'~ :_;.J - tVi 
;J, 41 reported: We emigrated with 
Messenger of Allah ~ seeking the 
pleasure of Allah and expecting our 
reward from Him. Some of us died 
without enjoying anything of it. Among 

them was Mus'ab bin 'Umair 41 ~ J 

4J-, who was killed in the battle of 
Uhud, leaving only a small coloured 
sheet of wool (which we used as his 
shroud). When we covered his head 

with it, his feet were exposed, and 
when we covered his feet with it, his 
head was uncovered. So the Prophet 
~ told us to cover his head and to put 
some Idhkhir (i.e., fragrant grass) over 

his feet. Others among us enjoy 
prosperity. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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~ , ~ ~-:r- I ~ u 1 

-~ .&1 ~) ,_;;.;, J. ~ 
- -,,, ,,,, ,,, ,,,_ ,,, ,,, ,, l ,, .,, 

bt ~ , -~ !J)J , ~ 1 r;. c.P 
l~I' ' , 1_' 0 ,, '~ ,_zl.)' ,:_ et~ ~µ '0 --'~-! ..:..,-½ • ........ ~ 

C.;t .~\.)' 1.:i; X ,: _ (_-t~ 
J ' , •• -! ~ 

, , , 

. -:...5_:;;\J ~ : ~i k ; :;\)) 

,t.,,_;s., Jl:i.li ;...::,., ;-l,JI -~ _r 114-'.¾)) 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us about the distinction of Hijrah (emigration) and 

Jihad and their reward. In this world this reward is given to those Mujahidun of Islam 

who gain victory and will also be given to them inAI-Akhirah (Hereafter). As for those 

Mujahidun who get martyred on the battlefield, they will get all their rewards on the 

Day of Resurrection. 

477. Sahl bin Sa'd .___:.__., .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Were this world worth a wing of 
mosquito, He would not have given a 
drink of water to an infidel." 

[At-Tirmidhf] 

,~~L.:.JI ~ J. ~ :_;.:, - tVV 
, , 

, 4ll I J ._:.,J- J t.; : J Li , ~ ..ii I , 
..,I ~ .J 

~\ ~ J~ t;;:U\ _;l5 _,JH : ~ 
1~ '. - \; "l5 ~- ~ ,0 ,, , c;. 
~ ~ <..5"--" , ~ C. 

~..._;. : Jliy ~:,½_;)I ~IJJ . '';~ ~~ 

-~~ 
Commentary: This Hadith makes it clear that the world and its wealth and riches 

has no significance to Allah. Thus, it should not have much significance to the 

believers. It should be considered a means to reform the Afterlife, or a place of trial. 

478. Abu Hurairah .___:.__., .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Verily! The world is accursed and 

what it contains is accursed, except 
remembrance of Allah and those who 
associate themselves with Allah; and a 
learned man, and a learning person." 

[At-Tirmidhf] 

..iii ~J ,~;~ '-ii ✓-' - tVA 

-~ ,.&\ Jy~ ~ :JL; '~ 
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Www.IslamicBooks.Website



I\ 434 \I Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

Commentary: 

1. This Hadfth does not mean that this world is totally condemned. What it really 

means is that such things of this world are cursed which take a person away from Allah 

and make him careless about his obedience. Thus, anything of this world can be good 

and evil. For instance, worldly goods are auspicious if one acquires them through 

lawful means and spends them in a permissible manner, otherwise, they are 

condel)lnable. Similar is the case of other things of this world. 

2. That knowledge is good which brings one closer to Allah and is a source of benefit 

for mankind, otherwise, it is also condemnable. 

3. This Hadith also brings into prominence the distinction of men of learning, 

especially scholars of religious disciplines. 

479. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

"Do not crave for property lest you 

should be absorbed in the desire of 
worldly life." [At-Tinnidhi] 

Commentary: The word ;_,.,....;, "Dai'ah" translated here as "property" means land, 

industry, agriculture or business. One should not be so engrossed in them to the extent 

that, they become the sole purpose of one's life and all one's efforts are exhausted to 

acquire them, thus forgetting all about the Hereafter. To the extent of one's genuine 

needs and self-sufficiency, making and maintaining of property, land, industry, 

agriculture and commerce come in permissible acts. None of them is forbidden 

provided the means employed for making and maintaining them are fair and do not 

distract one's attention from Allah and the Hereafter. 

480. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 

~ .iii ~ J reported: We were 
repairing our thatchy hut when Mes­

senger of Allah ~ passed by and asked 
us, "What are you doing?" We said, 
"The thatch had gone weak and we are 

repairing it." He ~ said, "I see the 

sure thing (death) approaching sooner 
than this." [Abu Dawud] 

<I .Jr <I ..ii i .0. c/'.J - tA • 

~- : Jt; '~ ..ii i :.ri') ''-!"'WI ..r" 
> > , 

.:.. 1 L.;.; ~ • > , ~ , .ii I J ._.:J- C'...li_., c- ,?-') _, J 

: t.:.ili II~ \_i;. ~ )) : J \.ii , lJ L:J_ 

:JI.ii -~ ~ •,..?') :J 
11iul '. '1..:..;,f ~1 -· \11 -f ~)) , ~ u--- ;, ..r" I.SJ 

L?/;.;_il c?C.:,+ &~?I.J ,.)3b ;f ~1_:;J 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



55- EXCELLENCE OF ASCETIC LIFE 

Commentary: The word ~ "Khuss" means a hut or a house which is made of 

wood and reed/bamboo and plastered with mud. The Hadith reminds us to be mindful 

of death at all times and be certain that there is nothing nearer to us than it. It also 

tells us that we should not engage in those worldly things which are bound to make us 

forget about our appointed term in this world. 

481. Ka'b bin 'Iyad <....:..J- .ii i ..,,.....,,J 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Verily, there is a Fitnah (trial) for 
every nation and the trial for my nation 
(or Ummah) is wealth." [At-Tinnidhi] 

~ J ' '!°~ <I ~ c/'J - tA \ 

41 J~J ~ : Jli ,~ .&1 

Commentary: The word ci "Fitnah" means trial. Anything with which a person is 

tried is a Fitnah for him. For this reason children and property have been regarded 

Fitnah for mankind in the Noble Qur'an. This Hadith strongly urges the Muslim 

Ummah to exercise moderation in their love for worldly goods and riches otherwise all 

these things, which are Gifts of Allah, can become a source of woeful torture for them. 

482. 'Uthman bin 'Affan ;:..&, .ii i ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "There 
is no right for the son of A.dam except 
in these (four) things: A house to live 
in, a cloth to cover therewith his 
private parts, bread and water." [At­

Tinnidhi] 
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483. 'Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhir 

= .ii 1 ~ J reported: I came to the 

Prophet ~ while he was reciting (Surat 

At-Takathur 102): 

"The mutual rivalry (for hoarding 

worldly things) preoccupy you. Until 

you visit the graves (i.e ., till you die) . 

Nay! You shall come to know! Again 

nay! You shall come to know! Nay! If 
you knew with a sure knowledge (the 

end result of hoarding, you would not 

have been occupied in worldly things). 

Verily, you shall see the blazing Fire 

(Hell)! And again, you shall see it with 

certainty of sight! Then (on that Day) 

you shall be asked about the delights 

(you indulged in, in this world)! " 
(102:1-8) 

(After reciting) he ~ said, "Son of 

Adam says: 'My wealth, my wealth.' 

Do you own of your wealth other than 

what you eat and consume, and what 

you wear and wear out, or what you 

give in Sadaqah (charity) (to those who 

deserve it), and that what you will have 

in stock for yourself." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth enjoins that if a person is given wealth, he should spend 

it in the ways liked by Allah because it is this Sadaqah which will be a valuable treasure 

in the Afterlife. Whatever else he consumes in this world, will finish or rot in this world 

and will be of no avail in Hereafter. 

484. 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal 41 ~ ) 

...:...... reported: A man came to the 
Prophet ~ and said, "O Messenger 

of Allah! By Allah, I love you." He ~ 
said, "Think about what you are 
saying." The man repeated thrice, "I 
swear by Allah that I love you." He 

(Prophet ~) said, "If you love me, you 
should be ready for acute poverty; 
because poverty comes to those who 
love me, faster than a flood flowing 
towards its destination." [At-Tinnidhi] 

485. K'ab bin Malik ....:.....&- 41 ~) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Two hungry wolves sent in the midst 
of a flock of sheep are no more 
destructive to them than a man's 
greed for wealth and fame is to his 
Deen ." 

[At-Tinnidhi] 
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-~ ~ ~~ :JL;_, 
Commentary: The havoc played by wealth, rank and position, which have been 

mentioned in this Hadith , can be seen everywhere today. Even some 'Ulama ' and self­

proclaimed pious men have a craze for these things and they have not been able to 

save themselves from the ruin caused by it. May Allah save us from these evils. Greed 
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for wealth and fame are doubtless detrimental to religion as preference of the life of 
the world over religion is explicit in such a trivial pursuit. 

486. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud.;.... -wl ~_; ~ J ,~~ 0 ~1µ :,;.:, - tAi 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ slept ~,i;:;, , 1 J' , - -c : Jt.; , ~ .iii 
-~ <t.ll .)-") i on a straw mat and got up with the 

marks left by it on his body. lbn 

Mas'ud .;.... -w l ~ .; said, "O Messenger 

of Allah! Would that you make us 

spread out a soft bedding for you." He 

~ replied, "What have I to do with the 

world? I am like a rider who had sat 

under a tree for its shade, then went 

away and left it." [At-Tirmidhi] 

~ )f ~) f lli 
C.W1 ) -11 J_,.:.-> 
n)iiJ_, J t; 11 :J~ ,~l1:' iu 
~1i::.: 0 .1 .__s1 -< "11 ciJ1 · C1 t; u--- . , .r .. 15 

~ , . 
,,, .,, ,,,, ,,, ..... 

;1:,J . (( L+5)_, c_lJ ~ ~~ ~ 

. ~ ~ J__,~ : Jt_;:, &~_;JI 

Commentary: Beside mentioning the piety of the Prophet ;\lg, this Hadith tells in a 

very eloquent manner the reality of this world by means of an example. 

487. Abu Hurairah ......:........ -w l ~ _; 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The poor will enter Jannah five 

hundred years before the rich." [At­
Tirmidhf] 

Commentary: Al-Fuqara' (the poor) means those Fuqara ' who are perfect in Faith. 

Such people will go to Jannah five hundered years before the rich because the latter 

will have to account for their wealth, from where they had got it and how they had 

spent it, while the former will not be answerable for any such thing. 

488. lbn 'Abbas and 'Imran bin Al­

Husain ~ -wl ~ .; reported: The 

Prophet ~ said, "I looked into Jannah 

and saw that most of its dwellers are the 

poor; and I looked into Hell and saw 

that most of its inmates were women." 

[Al-Bukhiiri and Muslim] 
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.. ., _ __, 11 . • ~1 - • ..;r : G:1 
~ 0 _;-4>' ,. .Jj ~ -

Commentary: The Prophet ~ had observed Jannah and Hell either on the eve of 

Mi'raj (Ascension to heavens), or of Salat-ul-Kusuf (Eclipse prayer) in which he ~ was 

shOWI] Jannah and Hell. A large majority of Fuqara ' will go to Jannah . The rich people 

do not attach much importance to the requirements of faith and its practice. 

The reason women are the majority in Hell is because they are given to taunts and 

curses and are ungrateful to their husbands. The Hadith urges women to try to 

overcome these serious defects in order to be saved from the Hell-fire . 

489. Usamah bin Zaid ~ .iii c,r"J 
reported: The Prophet ~ said, "I 
stood at the gate of Jannah and saw 
that most of those who enter it were 
poor, whereas the rich were held back; 

but those who were destined to go to 
Hell were ordered to be sent there 
(immediately)." [Al-Bukhari and Mus­

lim] 

490. Abu Hurairah .....:....s- .ii i ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
most truthful statement a poet has ever 
made is the saying of Labid: Every­
thing besides Allah is vain." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 
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1. We learn from this Hadith that to compose, recite and quote good verses, as 

evidence, is permissible. 
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CHAPTER56 

EXCELLENCE OF 

SIMPLE LMNG AND BEING 

CONTENT WITH LITTLE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Then, there has succeeded them a 

posterity who have given up As-Salat 

(the prayers) [i.e., made their Sa/at 

(prayers) to be lost, either by not 

offering them or by not offering them 

perfectly or by not offering them in 

their proper fixed times] and have 

followed lusts. So they will be thrown 

in Hell. Except those who repent and 

believe (in the Oneness of Allah and 

His Messenger Muhammad ~ ), and 

work righteousness. Such will enter 

Jannah and they will not be wronged in 

aught." (19:59,60) 

"So he went forth before his people 

in his pomp. Those who were desirous 

of the life of the world, said: 'Ah, would 

that we had the like of what Qarun 
(Korab) has been given! Verily, he is 

the owner of a great fortune.' But 

those who had been given (religious) 

knowledge said: 'Woe to you! The 

reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is 

better for those who believe and do 

righteous good deeds'.'' (28:79,80) 

"Then, on that Day, you shall be 

asked about the delights (you indulged 
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in, in this world)!" (102: 8) 

''Whoever desires the quick-passing 

(transitory enjoyment of this world), 

We readily grant him what We will for 

whom We like. Then, afterwards, We 
have appointed for him Hell; he will 

burn therein disgraced and rejected 

(far away from Allah's Mercy)." 

(17:18) 

491. 'Ai.shah Lp ...iii ~ J reported: 

The family of Muhammad ~ never ate 

to the fill the bread of barley for two 

successive days until he died. [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration 1s: 'Ai.shah ~ J 

Lp ,uil said: Never did the family of 

Muhammad ~ eat to the fill, since 

their arrival to Al-Madinah, the bread 

of wheat for three successive nights 

until his death. 

'~<Ill\~),~~ d'J -t\, 
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Commentary: This Hadith tells us about the extreme piety, contentment and 
simplicity of the Prophet ~- This mode of his life continued to his last days when he 
had started storing provision for one year for the maintenance of his wives. But he 
would always distribute it among the needy, so much so that nothing was left with him. 
Thus, the statement of the wives of the Prophet ~ that the family of Muhammad ~ 
had never taken bellyful of food for two days is absolutely true. If they had it on one 
day they did not have it on the next day. This is how they lived their whole life in the 
companionship of the Prophet ~-

492. 'Urwah from 'Ai.shah 4-:-<- ,ui l ~ J 

reported that she used to say to Urwah 

-:..&- ...iii ~J: "O son of my sister, by 

Allah, I used to see the new moon, 

then the new moon, then the new 

moon, i.e., three moons in two months, 

and a fire was not kindled in the house 
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of Messenger of Allah ~ - "I ('Urwah) 
said, "O my aunt, what were your 
means of sustenance?" She said; 
"Dates and water. But it (so hap­
pened) that Messenger of Allah ~ 
had some Ansar neighbours who had 
milch animals. They used to send 
Messenger of Allah ~ some milk of 
their (animals) and he gave that to us 
to drink." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

ci 
, , ,, 
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Commentary: 'Aishah 4',- .l, 1 ~ .; did not say this by way of complaint but as 

warning and exhortation to the Muslims, especially women, so that they would also 

live a simple life. The latter should prepare their family budget keeping in view the 

lawful earnings of their husbands and do not place so much burden on them that they 

are compelled to look for unfair means of earning. 

493. Abu Sa'id Maqburi reported: :_; ~;Ll1 ~ <./;1 :./J -t°if 
Abu Hurairah -:.s- .& 1 ~ .; said that he 
happened to pass by some people who 
had a roast lamb before them. They 
invited him, but he declined, saying: 
"The Messenger of Allah (~ ) left the · 
world without having eaten his fill with 
barley bread." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: 

J ,... ,... _.. , ...- J f O ( 

.&1 J.,?J C.? :JL;.:; -JS~ 01 

0 ~ 0 0 , ~ , ~ I, G:.U I : *-
~ ~ r::::--:- r-' - ~ ~, 

" L?:!~\ ;1.)J . ~\ 

1. This Hadith shows how much care the Companions of the Prophet ~ exercised in 

following him. They would even emulate him in matters in which it was not obligatory 

under the Shari'ah to follow him. It was in fact the result of that extreme love that they 

had for the Prophet ~ - They were not like the present-day lovers of the Prophet ~ 

whose love does not go beyond lip-service. They were his true lovers and they followed 

him faithfully. 

2. One should refuse to participate in feasts where extravagance is displayed, as is in 

common practice today, so that the evil tendency of extravagance and wastage is 
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discouraged. One who avoids such parties, does not refuse invitations but respects the 

principles and values of Shari'ah which is a highly meritorious act. 

494. Anas ~ .&1 ~J reported: The 
Prophet ~ neither ate on a dining 

cloth, nor ate soft bread throughout his 

life. [Al-Bukhari] 

One narration adds: He (~ ) never 

even saw a Samit lamb. 

Samit is an animal prepared for 

food by removing its hair by boiling 

water, and then roasted without being 

skinned. This type of food is preferred 

by wealthy people. (Editor's Note) 

· <.,SJ~\ ;1_,'_; . ..:.,~ 

\.h.-:;, ~G .sC f; :J fl.J,,> .j.J 

Commentary: It means that the Prophet ~ has not adopted the ways of the rich but 

embraced a simple way of life which is the mode of Fuqara' - poor people. Thus, he 

remained contented with simple food and had no relish for extravagant feasts. 

495. An-Nu'man bin Bashfr .&1 ~ J 

~ reported: I have seen your 

Prophet ~ when he did not find 

enough of even the inferior quality of 

dates to eat and fill his belly. [Muslim] 

496. Sahl bin Sa'd ~ .& 1 ~) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ had 
never seen bread made out of fine 

flour throughout his life, since Allah 
commissioned him until his death. He 

was asked, "Did you not have sieves at 
the time of the Messenger of Allah?" 

He replied, "Messenger of Allah ~ 
never saw a sieve." He was asked, 

"How did you manage to eat barley 
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bread made of unsieved flour? " He 
said, "We used to ground it and then 
blew away the husk, and what re­

mained we kneaded into dough." [A/­

Bukhari] 

497. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ went 
out ( of his house) one day, or one 
night, and there he met Abu Bakr and 

'Umar 4:-<, .& 1 ~ J also. He ~ said, 
"What made you leave your houses at 
this hour?" They said, "It is hunger, 0 
Messenger of Allah." He said, "By 
Him in Whose Hands my soul is, what 
made you leave, made me also leave, 

so come along!" And he went along 
with them to a man from the Ansar, 

but they did not find him in his house. 
When the wife of that man saw the 
Prophet, she said, "You are most 
welcome." Messenger of Allah ~ 
said to her, "Where is so-and-so?" 
She said, "He went to fetch some fresh 
water for us." In the meantime, the 
Ansari came back, saw Messenger of 
Allah ~ and his two companions and 
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said: "Praise be to Allah, today no one 
has more honourable guests than I." 

He then went out and brought them a 
bunch of date fruit, having dates, some 
still green, some ripe, and some fully 
ripe, and requested them to eat from 
it. He then took his knife (to slaughter 
a sheep). Messenger of Allah ~ said 
to him, "Do not kill a milch sheep." So 
he slaughtered a sheep for them. After 
they had eaten and drunk to their fill, 
Messenger of Allah ~ said to Abu 
Bakr and 'Umar L.p .&1 ~ _;, "By Him 
in Whose Hand my soul is, you will 
certainly be questioned about this treat 
on the Day of Resurrection. Hunger 
brought you out of your homes, and 
you do not return to your homes till 
you have been blessed with this treat. " 

[Muslim] 
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Commentary: 

1. This Hadfth refers to the period of great hardship through which the Prophet ~ and 

his Companions had passed after Hijrah (emigration). 

2. It is permissible for one to seek help from such friends about whom one is confident 

that they will be happy to help. 

3. The Hadfth enjoins us to respect our guests and to thank Allah on their visit. 

498. Khalid bin 'Umar Al-'Adawi 

reported: 'Utbah bin Ghazwan, the 

governor of Basrah, delivered a Khut­

bah. He praised Allah, glorified Him, 

then said: "Amma b'adu, verily, the 

world has been given the news of its 

end and is running to meet its end 

swiftly. Nothing is left out of it but a 

very little amount. Similar to the 

remainder in a dish whose owner is 

collecting it to drink; and you are going 

to move to an abode which knows no 

end, and you should proceed there 

with the good before you, for we have 

been informed (by the Prophet ~ ) 

that a stone would be thrown at one 

side of the Hell and it would travel 

down for seventy years but would not 

reach its bottom. By Allah, it will be 

filled (with men and jinn). Do you find 
it strange? We have been informed 

(i.e., by the Prophet ~ ) that the 
distance between two shutters of the 
gate oflannah is forty years (distance). 

And a day would come when it would 

be fully packed; I was the seventh 
amongst the seven who had been with 

Messenger of Allah ~ . and we had 
nothing to eat but the leaves of the tree 
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until the sides of our mouth were 
injured. We found a sheet which we 
tore into two and divided between 
myself and Sa'd bin Malik. I made 
the lower garment with half of it and so 
did Sa'd. Today, there is none amongst 
us who has not become the governor of 
a city, and I seek refuge with Allah that 
I should consider myself great while I 
am insignificant to Allah." [Muslim] 

,~L.;J1 ~;, : ''iA)) :;1_,.; .~\ 

11.1k _JJJ)) j _;;J . ~GJ ~Li.;G : '-?\ 
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Commentary: This Hadfth brings the following points into prominence: 

1. Remembrance of Al-Akhirah (the Hereafter) and the torment of Hell. 

2. Description of the fast decline of the world and its trend towards destruction. 

3. Description of the vastness of Jannah and Hell. 

4. Reference to the affluence of the Companions of the Prophet ~ which they had at 

a subsequent stage. It was in fact fulfillment of the Promise of Allah that He will 

bestow upon them power and majesty in this world. 

5. The description of the graceful conduct of the Companions of the Prophet ~- In 

spite of having power and authority, they had neither arrogance nor pride. Goodwill 

and humility were special traits of their character and they always sought refuge with 

Allah against vanity and pride. 
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6. The Companions of the Prophet ~ had sought to gain the pleasure of Allah rather 

than that of the people. 

7. Humbleness of the Companions of the Prophet ~, as well as their good conduct 

and uprightness despite being in a position of authority. 

499. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari ~ .wl ~ J 

reported: 'Aishah 4,:-&- .ii i ~J showed 
us a sheet and a thick lower garment 
and said to us Messenger of Allah m 
was wearing them when he died. [Al­

Bukhflri and Muslim] 

, ,,, ,,,,.,,, 0 ,,, .,.. 0 ,; ,.. ,,. ,, ' ,, 
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Commentary: The incident reported in this Hadith abundantly proves that the 

Prophet ~ was not only austere in the matter of food but also in clothes and other 

worldly goods. He was contentect'with a minimum of necessities of life. 

500. Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas ~.ii i ~) 

reported: By Allah, I am the first Arab 
who shot an arrow in the Cause of 

Allah. We fought along with Messen­
ger of Allah m when our food was only 
the leaves of Hublah and Samur trees 
(wild trees) until one of us would 
defecate like the droppings of sheep. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: 

'er'~-' <5-i J. ~ ;_;._, -0 • • - - , 
0 , ,,, ,;, ~ 

--:-';JI Jj'j _jl : J l,; ,;_:;,,11~~ 
.,.. - ,,, ~ 

.d1 0K'.-I a..?]1 ~WI ~ tl~\11 , . , !,J I ; 

~ ~Li_,~ ~Li_;; ~ I_, 0 .J : (i._;.._,j1 

. .;)d i - ~ ,., . .r--
1. This Had'ith offers justification for enumerating the Blessings of Allah and the 

hardships which one may have suffered in one's past life, provided one does not 

mention the latter by way of complaint. 

2. Lack of provision does not mean that the Companions of the Prophet ~ did not 
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make any arrangement for food when they used to go for Jihad, but that their 

provision would finish during their campaigns. 

What it actually means is the scarcity of food. They did not have foodstuff which could 

last till the end of the war, nor had they any system for its supply according to the 

requirements, with the result that they sometimes had to live on the tree-leaves. 

501. Abu Hurairah ......:.....s- .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ used 
to supplicate: "O Allah, make the 
provisions of family of Muhammad ~ 
bare subsistence." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

502. Abu Hurairah ......:.....s- .&1 ~ ) 

reported: By Allah other than Whom 
there is none worthy of worship, I used 
to press my stomach against the earth 

owing to my hunger; I would tie a 
stone over it. One day, I was sitting on 
the way they usually take when the 

Prophet ~ passed by me. When he 
saw me he smiled at me and knew my 
condition and my feelings. He called 
me and I replied, "At your service, 0 
Messenger of Allah." He said, "Follow 
me." So I followed him. Having arrived 
at home, he sought permission and 
entered. He allowed me in and I, too, 
entered. He found milk in a bowl and 
asked, "Where is this from?" He was 
told that it was a gift for him from so­
and-so. He called me and I responded: 
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"At your service, 0 Messenger of 
Allah." He said, "Go to the people of 
As-Suffah and usher them in." He 
(Abu Hurairah dj. .ii I er° J) explained: 
The people of As-Suffah were guests of 
Islam; they had no family, no property 
and no relations. When Messenger of 
Allah ~ used to receive something in 
charity, he would send it to them 
without taking anything from it. When 
he received a present, he would send 
for them and share it with them. On 
this occasion, I disliked to give them 
anything. I said to myself: "This 
meagre quantity of milk will not be 
enough for all the people ofAs-Suffah! 

I am more deserving of it than anyone 
else. By drinking it I may attain some 
strength. When they come, he will 
order me to give it to them. I do not 
expect that anything will be left for me 
from this milk." As there was no 
alternative but to obey Allah and His 

Messenger ~- I went and called them. 
They came and sought permission 
which was granted. They took their 
seats. The Prophet ~ called me and I 
responded, "At your service, 0 Mes­
senger of Allah." He then said, "Take 
the milk and give it to them." I took 
the bowl and gave it to one man who 
drank his fill and returned it to me, 
and I gave it to the next and he did the 
same. I went on doing this till the bowl 
reached Messenger of Allah ~ - By 
that time all had taken their fill. He ~ 
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took the bowl, put it on his hand, 
looked at me, smiled and said, "Abu 
Hirr." I said, "At your service, 0 
Messenger of Allah." He said, "Now 
you and I are left." I said, "That is true, 
0 Messenger of Allah." He said, "Sit 
down and drink." I drank, but he went 
on saying, "Drink some more." I said, 
"By Him Who has sent you with the 
Truth, I have no room for it." He said, 
"Then give it to me." So I gave him the 
bowl. He praised Allah, uttered the 
Name of Allah and drank the remain­
der. [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: First, this Hadith indicates the miracle of the Prophet ~ as well as 

his love and compassion for Ahlus-Suffah, i.e., those poor people who used to stay at 

As-Suffah . Second, the Prophet ~ would not accept charity, but only gifts. Third, he 

would also let others share a gift given to him by somebody. Fourth, as seen in this 

incident, the leftovers of a Muslim, whether food or drink, is permissible to others to 

consume. Fifth, to persuade a guest to eat or drink more is commendable. Sixth, to eat 

or drink to one's fill, without extravagance, is also permissible. 

503. Muhammad bin Sirin~ .iii~,; 

reported: Abu Hurairah ~ ..11 ~ ,; 

said: "I would fall in swoon between 
the pulpit of (the mosque of) Messen-
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ger of Allah ~ and the chamber of 

'Aishah t.p 41 ~J and every passer-by 
would put his foot on my neck thinking 
I was insane. I was not insane but I was 
awfully hungry." 

[Al-Bukhari] 
. , , 

•'-JY, 

·(?J~\ 

Commentary: The Hadith throws light on the poverty of the Companions as well as 

their self-respect, patience and contentment which prevented them from begging 

people . 

504. 'A.ishah t.p 41 ~J reported: 
When Messenger of Allah ~ died, his 
armour was mortgaged with a Jew for 
thirty Sa' (measures) of barley. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

'~ 41 ~~ .~~ ~J - 0• t 
> ~ , .,,. 

;; ~~-' ~ '.tlll J_?~ :jy : GJLi 
, , ,...0 .,,,,, , 

~ L;:, &,;-:Jw -i ~~*- ~ ~ Y'; 

Commentary: In the Hadfth , there is a mention of the asceticism of the Prophet ~ and 

also a permissibility for transactions with the people of the Book (the Jews and the 

Christians). That is why he mortgaged his coat of mail with a Jew and took a loan against it . 

505. Anas ~ 41 ~ J reported: The 
Prophet ~ mortgaged his armour for a 
quantity of barley, and I took to him 
some barley bread and rancid fat. I 

heard him saying: "The family of 
Muhammad never possessed a mea­
sure of wheat from dawn to dusk 
although they were nine houses (to 
feed)." [Al-Bukhari] 

. / ~ • :I\ J,1 ..:.S ' '{-~ r. :~ '-:?; ~ - J 
, , ,, 0 ,,.,,. ,... ,... 

: J _, ~ iii , , ~ ;J Ll. I , 
yi.,_ , J ,, - µ 

'1., t.L;:, ~ J½ ~f ~)) 
~IJJ . s-,~I ;~J ~l-' ((~\ 

·L?.,!~I 

. ~1.lll ~I : ~~I A 11ili;'{l1J 
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Commentary: The Prophet ~ was perfectly humble and very generous to the point 

that he did not put anything away for himself until he had to mortgage his own armour 

for food. 

506. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: I saw seventy of the people 
of As-Suffah and none of them had a 
cloak. They had either a lower cloth or 
a blanket which they suspended from 
their necks. Some reached half way 
down to the legs and some to the 
ankles, and one of them would manage 
to keep it in his hand to avoid exposing 
his private parts. [Al-Bukhari] . 

507. 'Aishah ~ .ii i ~ J reported: 
The mattress of Messenger of Allah ~ 
was a piece of tanned skin stuffed with 
palm fibres . [Al-Bukhari] 

..ii I ~ 'j , ~ ;). <./; \ ;_}-J - o • "\ 

\.:. ~
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o , o , > o ~
1
, ', ~! . JI C >• 

c..r ~ ~ ~ J .JsA.J . "' ' ~ 

,ti; ..ii "t.~ - 0 

''. ~ ,:i: :..\1 j ,_ u- J ~ , 

· 1 L- li ,a.::.s ~1 - ~1 ~1 ~1 --I .,......,_J , µ J J~ ~ 

~ ~'.~ ~ ~ ~G\ 
,~\ ~ ~ ~J .~\..:JI 

, J , 0 ( ,... ,.. , , , 

. ~.:;_;;. i.S] 0 I ~ l_:;5 ~~ ~ 

. '-?-!WI ~\JJ 
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~ .&1 ~_;,,J ~I] ~LS :..:..fo 
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, 

Commentary: The Prophetic model of a simple way of living pictured in these 

Ahadith is vastly different from today's luxurious lifestyle adopted by Muslims. May 

they adopt the simplicity of their Prophet ~ ! 

508. Ibo 'Umar 1 , s · c. .iii ~ J 

reported: We were once sitting in the 
company of Messenger of Allah ~ 
when a man from the Ansar came and 
greeted. As he was leaving, Messenger 
of Allah ~ said to him, "O brother of 
the Ansar, how is my brother Sa'd bin 
'Ubadah?" He replied, "He is well." 

! l.,a.;\i I ~\ 

: JI.ii ((~~;c::, 
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~ 
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Messenger of Allah ~ asked, "Which 
of you is desirous of visiting him?" 
Having said this he got up and we 
followed him. We were ten and odd in 
number and we had neither shoes nor 
light boots nor caps nor shirts. We 
walked on foot through the barren 
plain till we came to the residence of 

Sa'd = 4 1 ~ J • His people made way 
and Messenger of Allah ~ along with 
those who accompanied him went up 
to him. [Muslim] 

~ )) : ~ '11)\ J_?J J\i; '2~ 
-~ ci_, f\.i; ((~~ ~;~ 
,j~ c:Ii ~ .).;. ~;4 ~J 

Commentary: In this Hadfth the description which the Companions made about 

their condition reflects its relevance with this chapter. Second, we come to know that 

the Prophet ~ called Sa'd .:..- .ii i ,._,.;, J as his brother. This shows his perfect humbleness 

and great care for his Companions. Third, if the house is small, the host is presumed to 

make arrangement within the narrow space to accommodate the visitors, so that they 

may sit beside the patient for a while and enquire about his health. 

509. ' Imran bin Husain L...p 4 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
best of you, are my contemporaries, 
then those who follow them, then those 
who will come after them. ('Imran said, 
I do not know if he said this twice or 
thrice) . Then, they will be followed by 
those who will testify but will not be 
called upon to testify; they will betray 
the trust, and will not be trusted. They 
will make vows but will not fulfill them, 
and obesity will prevail among them." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ J ~ I .j- 01~ :}-:, -0 • 4\ 

:J L; ~\ ~ ~ I :/' , ~ 4 1 

.,, } J, ,... ,. 0 

'}_, 0_,....; ~J '0_,-1 ~ " : 0 
, 

. 0);. '}_, 0_,~~J -0~~ 
. .ii ,_._ ((~ ~ • 11 , · ': L~-
,. <.>-"'--4 u----' ~ ~J 

Commentary: In this Hadfth , three eras have been called as the best of ages in a 

graded order: first, the Prophetic era, second, the Successors' era, and third, the 
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Followers of the Successors' era. Goodness and religion collectively prevailed during 

this time. Then gradually there was an overall deterioration and every new era that the 

pass of time brought it, proved to be worse than the preceding one. Today's Muslims 

have fallen due to their weakness in character. Now, the majority of Muslims lack 

morals and belief as described in the Qur'an and the Hadfth . The complaint is to be 

lodged only with Allah! 

510. Abu Umamah ~ .ti ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"O son of A.dam, if you spend the 
surplus, it will be better for you; and if 
you retain it, it will be evil for you. You 
will not be reprimanded for storing 
what is enough for your need. First of 
all spend upon those who are your 
dependents." [At-Tirmidhf] 

, , , 

:'1 I' )) • ..i/1);:;; "I J J ' Ji: i..r. ~ -~ 4.ll y-"J I.!! 

:.;;_ µ1 J:¢ 01 dt 
')) -~ ~ ~ 01:, 

: JL; 

:f1 -~ 
Commentary: The Muslims have been allowed, rather emphatically told and 

commanded, to possess as much wealth as could meet their personal and family needs. 

Yet, they have also been advised to spend the spare money on the needy. Man has 

been told that it is unwise on his part to be niggardly about money because it spawns 

unfavourable results in this world as well as in the Hereafter. The concentration of 

wealth within a few hands freezes its vitality and leads to corruption in society. As for 

the Hereafter, the result of stinginess will be definitely bad as the Qur'an says: 

"The things which they covetously withheld shall be tied to their necks like a collar on 

the Day of Resurrection." (3:180) 

Some 'Ulama' are of the opinion that after the payment of the annual Zakat (poor­

due ), it is not necessary to spend more. But to be accurate, if somebody pays Zakat 

and yet retains enough money with him, and there are some needy people also in his 

knowledge, then he will be bound to spend on them. At-Tirmidhi quoted a Hadith in 

which Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Indeed there is a right (for poor) in the wealth in 

addition to Zakat." 

511. 'Ubaidullah bin Mihsan Al­

Ansari ~ .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whosoever begins the day feeling 

~ 0 ..iil ,t'.~~ ~3 - 0\ \ 

: JL; ~ .iii ::ri'J ~I ~_/~~ \ 
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family security and good health; and 

possessing provision for his day is as 

though he possesed the whole world." 

[At-Tirmidhf] 

j~ C..T ~ <:. <-1- (.Y '~r <-I , r----;: 
;:;;, ..... ,,. , J , / 0 

~~ -~y. uj o~ -~~ 

;1:J- 11Ll. ·1.i;.., GiJ1 ;J ., -F ~ . uj:?; 

-~ ~~ :Jli_, ~~?I 
,~ :'-?i ,~1 ~1 A «~~» 

-~_;; :~J 

Commentary: To have one-day food and to enjoy peace and health is indeed a 

great blessing. It may be said that one has the same satisfaction which one can have on 

getting the whole world. And if one lacks peace and health, the treasures of the whole 

world will be of no use because the heaps of wealth cannot provide peace of mind to 

one, nor can it make one enjoy sound health. The Hadith also implies an advice to man 

that instead of running after wealth, he should endeavour to seek patience and 

contentment which alone can guarantee him peace and satisfaction. Otherwise, he is 

likely to stake everything on the pursuit of this mirage. 

512. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 

4-- .& 1 ~ J reported: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "Successful is the one 

who enters the fold of Islam and is 

provided with sustenance which is 

sufficient for his day's needs, and 

Allah makes him content with what 

He has bestowed upon him." [Muslim] 

</ J~ J. .&1 µ :y., - 0 \Y 

.&1 J_,..::; ~\ , ~ .&I ~ J '-;!"'WI 

0\SJ ,~t ~ ~t ~II :J\.i ~ 
;1.,:; ll~l;\ ~ .&I ~.:; , ~LlS jjJ 

Commentary: The real success of a man will be measured by his being blessed with 

Divine mercy and forgiveness in the Hereafter, and this is contingent on Islam alone. 

If he lacks the wealth of Islam, all the worldly possessions will not ensure his success in 

the next world. This Hadith tells us that richness is not to be defined in terms of a lot of 

belongings, and that the real richness is gauged by the contentment of the soul. 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



56- EXCELLENCE OF SIMPLE LIVING 

513. Fadalah bin 'Ubaid Al-Ansari 
-:.s- .iii._,,.;,.; reported: I heard Messenger 
of Allah ~ say: "Happiness is due to 
him who is guided to Islam and 
possesses provision that suffices him 
for his day and remains content." [At­

Tirmidhi] 

0 · iJ~ ~ f '.,, -O\f , •. <J. , '-I ,Y.J 

J_?J tr' ~f .~ -.iii Cri'J ~c!L..a;\; 1 
, } } , 
I I , ..u, '. ~ I , \_ II : J ~- ~ -.ii I 

'-5"~ '-? , ,._r-;, <J'.Y Y': _, 

!!ct J , ~ 1.6 ~..;i- 0 l51 , i ')I..:'{ I 

: JLi_, 

Commentary: The word Tuba (translated here as happiness) is given to Jannah . 

Some Ahadith say that it is the name of a heavenly tree as well. Lexically, however, it 

means greeting and good tiding. The sense of this Hadith is analogous to that of the 

previous one. 

514. lbn 'Abbas 1 , 1 " .iii ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ went 
to bed hungry for several successive 
nights, nor did his family have a thing 
for supper for many consecutive 
nights; and their bread was mostly of 

barley. [At-Tirmidhi] 

-.iii :.ri'J 'l'G .;r,I cJ-3 -o \ t 
} J , , 

• , ..;;,i;:;, .& I J ~.J- 01.5 : Ji.; I :; c 
~ ~ ..I 

'J ;i;.f:; , ½-?U, ~~I J9J1 

Commentary: This Hadith also displays the asceticism and economic scantiness of 

the Prophet ~ and his wives. 

515. Fadalah bin 'Ubaid -:.s- .t i ._,,.;,.; 

reported: When Messenger of Allah ~ 
led Salat, some people would fall down 
from their standing posture out of 
extreme hunger. They were of the 
people of As-Suffah. The nomad 
Arabs would say that they were 
insane. After concluding Salat, Mes­
senger of Allah ~ would turn to them 
and say, "If you were to know what is 

-.iii • ·, 0 · .D~ '.,, -0 \ 0 :..r:'.) , .. <J. ,y .J 

bl 0l5 ~ .&1 J_?~ ~i .~ 
"' .,, .,, .;; '. J t_;. • . , , L:J L., I ._ ,:r . .) ~ rJ"' . ~ , , , 
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in store for you with Allah, the 

Exalted, you would wish to augment 

your starvation and lack of provisions." 

[At-Tirmidhi] 

.&1 ~ ~ ~ ~.J-j~ yJn : Jli; 
~~ 1_,~1;_; 0f 1:~:~;.~'j ,J\;; 
~~ :Jt;_, ~~?I ;1_,J 11~~J 

Commentary: The habit of maintaining self-respect in the period of studentship 

makes man self-respecting, patient and content throughout his life. The dignity of 

'Ulama ' lies in patience, contentment and indifference and not in wishing to drain the 

purses of others and asking them for alms. 

516. Miqdad bin Ma'dikarib ..iii ~ _; 

..:.&- reported: I heard Messenger of 

Allah ~ say: "No man fills a container 

worse than his stomach. A few morsels 
that keep his back upright are suffi­

cient for him. If he has to, then he 

should keep one-third for food, one­

third for drink and one-third for his 

breathing." [At-Tirmidhi] 

J. ,i1.iW1 ~; '-if ✓ J - 0 \ i 

~ :J L; ~ ,1 \ ~ .) ~~~ 
_, ,., , , ,... 

~;\ ~ ~II : J~ ~ .ili\ J_?J 

f;T sf.I~ -~ ~ I~ ~ ~j 
'1 ~\5 0~ , ~~i;, ~ .:;'%1 

,... J, OJ ,... 

~~?\ ~\JJ . II~ , "~! ~J , ~\_::,..:.J 

-~ ~~ :JL;_, 

Commentary: This Hadith dissuades us from overeating as this causes laziness and 

affects one's health. 

517. Abu Umamah bin Tha'labah ~ _; 
~ ...ii I reported: The Companions of 

Messenger of Allah ~ mentioned the 
life of the world before him. He ~ said, 
"Do you not hear? Do you not hear? 
Simplicity (in life) is part of Faith, 

simplicity is part of Faith." [Abu Dawud] 

: J t; ~ -11 ~ J J/;JI ~3W.:\f1 
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. .:...,b 

~1.Uly ;.i;.~\ : L.:..h.~ : «(11l.J1» 

· ~ ~ -:- , ,~·:i1 ~~- , , ,cJ._' ;;;.. ::i1 j'; ..r.J ~ .) ~.) -

Jl; \ ;Wly -)WY ((~Ill ~\.) . '!"OJI 

.'.r:i.;il J.,:.-)1 ~ : µj1 --: 0)1 ~\ 

. J-:q .!.l'" , •·:i1 i { '. '. .lb.ii , .r , ..r.J ~ , y-> ,:r , ; 

Commentary: This Hadfth invites our attention to a simple way of living - ordinary 

dress and simple and non-rich food - and discourages us from being habitual of an 

affected life style - use of costly dress, delicious and rich food and other dainties of life. 

The more a man shuns the trappings and accessories of life, the better engaged will he 

be in being readied for the Hereafter. The increased degree of his involvement in 

worldly comforts and luxuries will keep decreasing his concern for the accountability 

of future life. We may keep it in mind that simplicity does not mean escape from 

cleanliness. Because cleanliness is in itself 'half the Faith'. How can a believer ignore 

purity and cleanliness? 

518. Jabir bin 'Abdullah ~ ..t,1 ~.) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ sent 

us in an expedition under the com­

mand of Abu 'Ubaidah .:.s. ..ti 1 ~ .) to 
intercept a caravan of the Quraish. He 

provided us with a bag of dates, apart 

from which he found nothing for us. 

Abu 'Ubaidah .:.s. ..t, 1 ~ .) gave each of 

us one date (every day). He (the 

narrator) was asked: "What did you 

do with that?" He said: We sucked 

that just like a baby and then drank 

water over that, and it was sufficient 

for us for the day until night. We beat 
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off leaves with the help of our sticks, 
then drenched them with water and ate 
them. We then went to the seaside, 
when there appeared before us some­
thing like a big mound. We came near 
it and we found that it was a beast 

called Al-Anbar. Abu 'Ubaidah ..ii 1 ~ J 

= said: "It is dead (so it useless for 
us) ." He then said: "No (but it does 
not matter), we have been sent by 

Messenger of Allah ~ in the way of 
Allah and you are hard-pressed ( on 
account of the scarcity of food), so you 
can eat that." We, three hundred in 
number, stayed there for a month until 
we fattened up (having plenty to eat of 
that fish) . He (Jabir) said: I saw how 
we extracted pitcher after pitcher full 
of fat from the cavity of its eye, and 

sliced from it compact piece of meat 
equal to a bull or almost like a bull. 

Abu 'Ubaidah -.....:..J- ..ii 1 ~ J called 
thirteen men from us and he made 
them sit in the cavity of its eye, and he 

held one of its ribs and raised it erect 
and then saddled the biggest of the 
camels we had with us and it passed 
through it (the arched rib), and we 
carried large pieces of meat for use in 
our journey. When we came back to 
Al-Madinah we went to Messenger of 
Allah ~ and told him about that, 
whereupon he said, "That was a 
sustenance Allah had brought forth 
for you. Do you have any piece of meat 
left with you, for us to eat." Jabir ~ ) 

G.J t :i; <,~G1 ~ ~ 
C_:,si; ~ .Jit J_,:.J ~f ~+Jt 
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.;.., .t i said: We sent to Messenger of 

Allah ~ some of that (meat) and he 
ate it. [Muslim] 

;.::, JJJ : 11 i;:i1Jn . ~I -~ «I& ;.,; :n 

'. '1=1i : «,.'. .... !S:k n . '1:~1 ;Jst .....; ,., ,f c.r . _, _, <f. ' , _, ..,,.... 

~WI .;>Ls:.:.~ -? 1)1 -~ 11~) 1_,11 . cf ,1 

~11A1 .}-} . ~\ : ~l.:i.JI ,d5J 
«~ G)1n . .}-' I ~ ~ ~( : ~WI 

~I (?~ \ ~ I : ~WIJ ~~:j1 0 ~ 

Commentary: This Hadfth also points to the economic pinch from which the 

Companions suffered in the early phase of Islam. They braved it patiently. Secondly, 

The blessing came to them in the sense that each one of them was patient enough to 

live on a single date-fruit and water in twenty-four hours. Thirdly, it emphasizes that 

according to the circumstances, there is always room for Ijtihad (independent juristic 

reasoning). First Abu 'Ubaidah = ..iii ~ ; hesitated, but later he established a different 

opinion on the basis of his Ijtihad and decided to use the body of the giant fish as food . 

Fourthly, it provides us a proof of the sacrifice of the Companions that Allah 

miraculously granted them such a huge sea-fish that a group of three hundred people 

kept eating for one month . Fifthly, it tells us that a sea-carrion is a lawful food as 

indicated in another Hadfth: "The water of the sea and its carrion are both Halal." 

Sixthly, this particular fish, like the whale, is a gigantic phenomenon which is normally 

about 50 feet long." 

519. Asma' bint Yazid Lp .t i ~ .) 

reported: The sleeves of the shirt of 

Messenger of Allah * reached his 
wrists. [At-Tinnidhi] 
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Commentary: Wearing long clothes is commonly known to be a sign of arrogance. 

Moreover, such type of dress retreads physical movement, whereas short clothes cause 

inconvenience to the wearer in summer and winter. Moderation, therefore, is the best 

way and therefore, the Prophetic example. 

520. Jabir = .&1 ~J reported: On 
the day of the battle of Al-Khandaq 

(the Trench), we were digging the 
trench when a very hard boulder came 
in our way. The Companions went to 
Messenger of Allah ~ and told him 
about it. He said, "I will go down the 
trench to see it." He stood up and it 
was noticed that he had tied a stone 
over his stomach due to intense 
hunger. We had not tasted anything 
for three days. He took up a spade and 
struck the hard rock with it and it 
turned into sand. I sought his permis­
sion to go home, ( after reaching home 
I) said to my wife, "I have seen the 

Prophet ~ in a state that I am unable 
to endure. Have you got anything in 
the house?" She said, "I have a small 
quantity of barley and a lamb." I 

slaughtered the lamb, ground the 
barley and put the meat in the 
cooking pot. Then I went to the 
Prophet ~ - In the meantime the 
flour had been kneaded and the meat 
in the pot was nearly cooked. I said to 
him, "O Messenger of Allah, I have 
some food, will you come along with 
one or two Companions?" He asked, 
"How many men should go there?" I 
told him the number. He said, "It will 
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be better if they are more in number. 
Tell your wife not to remove the pot 
from the hearth nor the bread from the 
oven till I arrive." Then he said to the 
Muhajirun and the Ansar: "Let us go 
(to eat)." They all rose (and went with 
him). I went to my wife and said, 

"Bless you, the Prophet ~ , the 
Muhajirun, the Ansar and the whole 
company are coming." She said, "Did 
he (~ ) ask you?" I replied in the 
affirmative. (When they arrived) Mes­
senger of Allah ~ said to his 
Companions, "Enter, but do not 
crowd in." Then he started breaking 
up the bread and putting meat on it. 
He would take from the pot and the 
oven then would cover them up, 
approach his Companions and hand it 
over to them. He would then go back 
and uncover the pot and the oven. He 
continued to break up the bread and 
put meat on it till all had eaten to their 
fill and still some of the food re­

mained. Then he said to my wife, 
"Eat from it, and send it as a present, 
for the people have been afflicted with 
severe hunger." [Al-Bukhari and Mus­

lim] 

Another narration is: Jabir said: 
When the trench was being dug, I 
noticed the signs of hunger on the face 
of the Prophet ~ - I returned to my 
wife and said to her, "Have you got 
anything in the house? I have seen the 
signs of severe hunger on the face of 
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Messenger of Allah ~ -" She brought 
out a bag which contained a Sa ' (a 
measure that equals approximately 
3kg.) of barley. We had a lamb which 
was reared in the home. I slaughtered 
the lamb and she ground the flour for 
baking bread. I then cut the meat and 
put it in the cooking pot. When I was 
returning to Messenger of Allah ~ , my 
wife said to me, "Do not embarass me 
before Messenger of Allah ~ and his 
Companions." (She said this because 
she thought that the food would not be 
enough for everyone, for how can very 
little food cater for a thousand peo­
ple?) When I came to him, I said to 
him in a low tone, "O Messenger of 

Allah ~, we have slaughtered a small 
lamb and have ground a Sa' of barley. 
Please accompany me with a few of 

your Companions." Thereupon he (~ ) 
announced in a loud voice, "O people 
of the Trench, Jiibir has arranged a 
feast for you, so all of you are 
welcome." And addressing me he 
said, "Do not take the pot off the 
fire, nor bake the kneaded flour till I 
arrive." So I came home and he came 
ahead of the people. My wife said, " It 

will be a matter of disgrace for you 
(because there is not enough food) ." I 
said, "I did only what you told me." 
She brought out the kneaded flour and 
Messenger of Allah ~ spat into it, and 
invoked the blessing of Allah on it, 
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and then he spat into the cooking pot . 11~i» ,_;.;,;, ;_; , ~t; ~1) ..:..,JL..o 
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56- EXCELLENCE OF SIMPLE LIVING 

and invoked the blessing of Allah on it. 
Then he said, "Call another woman to 
help bake bread and let her take out 
from the cooking pot, but do not take 
it off the fire." There were about a 
thousand guests. All of them ate till 
they left the food and went off. Our 
pot still bubbled as before and the 
dough was being baked as before. 
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Commentary: This Hadith throws light on the simple life style which the Prophet ~ 

and his Companions led. It also throws light on the miracle of the augmentation of 

food. Besides, it highlights the humbleness of the Prophet ~ that he, side by side with 

his Companions, also did hard and arduous jobs. Also we are informed that it is 

preferable to make an offering, particularly to a needy and hungry person. 

521. Anas ~ .ti ~ J reported: Abu 
Talhah <~.iii~) said to (to his wife) 
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Umm Sulaim (tp .ii i ~_;), "I noticed 
some weakness in the voice of Mes­
senger of Allah ~ and I feel it was due 
to hunger. Have you got any food?" 
She said, "Yes." So she brought out 
barley loaves, took off her head cover­
ing, in a part of which she wrapped 
these loaves and then put them 
beneath my mantle and covered me 
with a part of it. She then sent me to 

Messenger of Allah ~ - I set forth and 
found Messenger of Allah ~ sitting in 
the mosque in the company of some 
people. I stood near them whereupon 
Messenger of Allah ~ asked, "Has 
Abu Talhah sent you?" I said, "Yes." 
Thereupon he said to those who were 
with him to get up (and follow him). 
He went forth and so did I, ahead of 
them until I came to Abu Talhah and 
informed him. Abu Talhah said, "O 
Umm Sulaim, here comes Messenger 

of Allah ~ along with the people and 
we do not have enough (food) to feed 
them." She said, "Allah and His 
Messenger know better." Abu Talhah 
went out (to receive him) until he met 
Messenger of Allah ~ , and he came 
forward along with him until they both 
(Messenger of Allah ~ and Abu 
Talhah ~ .iii ~_;) came in. Then 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "O Umm 
Sulaim, bring forth what you have with 
you." So she brought the bread. 
Messenger of Allah ~ commanded 
that the bread be broken into small 
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56- EXCELLENCE OF SIMPLE LIVING 

pieces and after Umm Sulaim ..ii i c,rPJ 
Lp had squeezed clarified butter out 
of a butter container and made it just 

like soup. Messenger of Allah ~ 
recited over it what Allah wished him 
to recite. He then said, "Allow ten 

guests to come in." They ate until they 
had their fill. They then went out. He 
(Messenger of Allah ~ ) again said, 
"Allow ten (more to come in)" , and he 

(the host) ushered them in. They ate to 

their fill. Then they went out. He (* ) 
again said, "Allow ten (more)," until 
all the people ate to their fill. They 
were seventy or eighty persons. [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Anas said: 
When all had eaten, the remaining 

food was collected. It was as much as 
there was in the beginning. 

Yet another narration is: Anas said: 
The groups of ten people ate by turn. 
After eighty persons had eaten, Mes­

senger of Allah ~ and the family of 
that house ate, and there was still a 
quantity left over. 

Another narration is: Anas ..ii i ._,...;, _; 

= said: I visited Messenger of Allah ~ 
one day, and found him sitting in the 
company of his Companions, with a 
belt tied over his waist. I asked, "Why 

has Messenger of Allah * tied the belt 
on his waist?" I was told, "Due to 
hunger." I went to Abu Talhah (..iii c,rPJ 
=), the husband of Umm Sulaim (._,...;, _; 
Lp ..ii i) and said, "O father, I have seen 
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Messenger of Allah ~ with a belt tied 
over his waist. I asked one of his 
Companions about the reason of it and 
he said that it was on account of severe 

hunger." Abu Talhah <~ .ii i ~ _;) went 
to my mother and asked, "Have you 
got anything?" She said, "Yes. I have a 

piece of bread and some dry dates. 
Were Messenger of Allah ~ to come 
alone, we could feed him his fill, but if 
he comes along with others, there 
would not be enough food." Anas 
then narrated the Hadzth in full. 
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Commentary: This Hadfth mentions the same things we have seen in the previous 

one. Yet, in this latter one, there is an elucidation that the Prophet ~ and the host­

family took meal after everybody had taken it. Imam An-Nawawi said: This shows that 

it is desirable that hosts should take meal after guests have taken it. 

Secondly, Anas .:.s- .i,1 ~ ; addressed Abu Talhah .:.s- .i, 1 ~ ; as father and he did so out 

of respect. Abu Talhah .:.s- .i,1 ~ ; was the step-father of Anas .:.s- .i,1 ~ J· His real father 

was Malik bin An-Nadir and mother was Umm Sulaim ~ <l> I ~ ; - She embraced 

Islam but her husband remained a non-believer. He left his Muslim wife and migrated 

to Syria where he died. Afterwards she married Abu Talhah .:.s- .i,1 ~ J · Thirdly, the 

events of ascetic, contented and destitute life as experienced by the Prophet ~ and his 

Companions are unthinkable today. But these are such facts, reported most 

authentically, as can be hardly refuted by being labelled as myths. Yet, some scholars 

say that it was a particular phase of time when there existed a conflict between Islam 

and paganism. It demanded that Muslims, by being indifferent to the world and its 

comforts, should be engaged day and night in uprooting disbelief, and paving the way 

for the predominance of Islam. 
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57- CONTENTMENT AND SELF-ESTEEM 

CHAPTER 57 

CONTENTMENT AND SELF­

ESTEEM AND AVOIDANCE OF 

UNNECESSARILY BEGGING OF 

PEOPLE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And no moving (living) creature is 

there on earth but its provision is due 

from Allah." (11:6) 

"(Charity is) for Fuqara (the poor), 

who in Allah's Cause are restricted 

(from travel), and cannot move about 

in the land (for trade or work). The 

one who knows them not, thinks that 

they are rich because of their modesty. 

You may know them by their mark, 

they do not beg of people at all." 

(2:273) 

"And those, who, when they spend, 

are neither extravagant nor niggardly, 

but hold a medium (way) between 

those (extremes)." (25:67) 
"And I (Allah) created not the jinn 

and mankind except that they should 

worship Me (Alone). I seek not any 

provision from them (i.e., provision 

for themselves or for My creatures) 

nor do I ask that they should feed Me 

(i.e., feed themselves or My crea­

tures)." (51:56,57) 
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II 470 II Riydd-us-Sdliheen 

wealth, rather it is self-sufficiency." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] ~ ~\ ~.:, -LJ""~\ §:;s 
-~~(I~\ · 

. jLJi ; : ~1J1., ~1 -~ 11~:,.j111 

Commentary: Self-sufficiency means that man lives on whatever he possesses, 

remains contentedly independent of others and avoids begging of them. Herein lies a 

suggestion that man should submit to Divine dispensation. He should not desire more 

than he needs, nor should he keep an eye on the wealth of others. 

523. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-A..s 

4<- .iii~.; reported: the Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Successful is the one 
who has entered the fold of Islam and 

is provided with sustenance which is 

sufficient for his needs, and Allah 

makes him content with what He has 

bestowed upon him." . [Muslim] 
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Commentary: To be contented with the independent subsistence (Kafaf) has been 

counted a merit by the Prophet ~ because this prevents one from begging of people. 

The Hadith points out the excellence of those people who remain satisfied with their 

limited resources and do not beg of people. Similarly, autarky has its own merit 

because affluence often makes a man proud, whereas penury lowers his image in the 

eyes of people. Yet adequate livelihood has no room for the pitfalls of the two other 

situations. 

524. Hakim bin Hizam -:...- .ii 1 ~ .) 

reported: I begged Messenger of Allah 

~ and he gave me; I begged him again 
and he gave me. I begged him again 
and he gave me and said, "O Hakim, 

wealth is pleasant and sweet. He who 
acquires it with self-contentment, it 

becomes a source of blessing for him; 
but it is not blessed for him who seeks 

it out of greed. He is like one who goes 
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on eating but his hunger is not 
satisfied. The upper hand is better 
than the lower one." I said to him, "O 
Messenger of Allah, by Him Who sent 
you with the Truth I will not, after you, 
ask anyone for anything till I leave this 

world." So Abu Bakr~ .ii i <..F"'J would 
summon Hakim<~ .iii er"') to give his 
rations, but he would refuse. Then 

'Umar ~ .iii <..F"'J would call him but he 
would decline to accept anything. So 

'Umar ~ .ii i cr"J said addressing 
Muslims: "O Muslims, I ask you to 
bear testimony that I offer Hakim his 
share of the booty that Allah has 
assigned for him but he refuses my 
offer." Thus Hakim did not accept 
anything from anyone after the death 
of Messenger of Allah ~ , till he died. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Man constantly remains engaged in hoarding wealth and there comes 

no point of termination to this process. Rather, the more he gets it, the more he is 
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overpowered by lust for it till he is carried to the grave. If man gets wealth in a 

dignified way without being crazy for it, ethics certainly allows him to do so. 

525. Abu Burdah ....:.......- .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari ~ J 

~ .iii said: "Six of us accompanied 
Messenger of Allah ~ in an 
expedition. We had one camel with 
us; we rode it in turn. Our feet got 
injured and my nails also fell out. We 
wrapped up our feet in rags; and 
because of this the campaign came to 
be known as Dhat-ur-Riqa ' (the Cam­

paign of Rags) ." Abu Burdah (.ii i ~ J 

....:....,- ) says: Abu Musa reported this 
Hadith but regretted having done so. 
He said, "Would that I had not 

mentioned it!" He said so because he 
disliked to disclose anything concern­
ing his deeds. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith also throws light on the ascetic and insightful life of the 

Companions and their submission to the Divine will. Moreover, we are told that it is 

advisable not to disclose virtuous deeds in order to avoid committing the sin of 

showing off. 

526. 'Amr bin Taghlib ~ .iii ~ ) 

reported: Some booty or prisoners of 
war were brought to Messenger of 
Allah ~ and he distributed them, 
giving some men and neglecting 
others. Then, he was informed that 
those whom he had not given a thing 
were displeased. On this the Messen-
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ger of Allah ~ praised Allah and 
glorified Him and said, " It is a fact that 
I give to one and overlook another. 
The one I ignore is dearer to me than 
the one I give. I give to those in whose 
hearts I perceive anxiety; others I leave 
with the richness and contentment that 
Allah has put in their hearts. One of 
them is 'Amr bin Taghlib." Upon this 
'Amr bin Taghlib said, "By Allah I 
shall not accept a herd of red camels in 
exchange for what the Prophet said 
(about me)." [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: Whatever voluntary gifts or the spoils of war were brought to 

Messenger of Allah ~ , he divided them out to the Companions. In distribution, he 

weighed different considerations in his mind and the beneficiaries were categorized 

into three groups: the needy, the deserving cases and those whose hearts were to be 

won over. His primary concern, however, was to make donations to only those people 

about whom he had apprehensions that, if ignored, they would display impatience and 

weakness. In this way the reliable and contented type of men were intentionally 

ignored. The superiority of 'Amr bin Taghlib = .i,1 '-f"" .J is determined by the fact that 

the Prophet ~ counted him among the latter, and he rightly took it as a great honour 

for him. Hence, we conclude that a ruler enjoys powers of expediency with regard to 

doling out from the public treasury. Yet, he is supposed to carry into practice what is 

implied by piety, integrity and trustworthiness. He must not be subordinate to self 

interests. 

527. Hakim bin Hizam = ...iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "The 
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upper hand is better than the lower 
one; and begin (charity) with those 
who are under your care; and the best 
charity is (the one which is given) out 
of surplus; and he who wishes to 
abstain from begging will be protected 
by Allah; and he who seeks self­
sufficiency will be made self-sufficient 
by Allah." [Al-Bukhari] 

~ i~I_, , j::J1 +)I ~ ;;. 

~ 0>' ~.i.;J I _:,;;. J • J yi 
~ ' • I , • ., •• o,... o .... o ,,. ,., • 

LT°-' ,4.11 ~' "g•· • LT°-' -~ 

.bJ 1.i,;.3- ili '- ·- 11t I ~ · : ~ ', - ~ ,,. ~ 

, _,,...a>-i r-1---- .613 'L?J~\ 

Commentary: In this Hadfth the underlying points are self-evident but the last point 

is very important: Those who avoid begging of others and remain independent of them 

are beloved to Allah. Indeed He helps such people. Instead of leaving them alone to 

be degraded on account of begging, He bestows upon them the sense of self­

sufficiency, patience and contentment. 

528. Abu Sufyan -:.s- .&I~_; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Do not 
be importunate in begging. By Allah! If 
one of you asks me for something and I 
give it to him unwillingly, there is no 
blessing in what I give him." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Here one has been prevented from making demands to others 

importunately, pressingly and persistently. Because even if one gets something in this 

way, it will be bereft of blessing. The reason is that the giver's will is not involved in the 

matter as he has given the charity to the beggar with a sense of reluctance and aversion 

and out of modesty. 

529. 'Auf bin Malik Al-Ashja'i ~ _; 
-:.s- .& 1 reported: Seven, eight or nine 
people, including myself, were with 

Messenger of Allah ~ on an 

.;." J, ,, ,., >o , o f 

\.:5 : JI,; ci- ..:ill :.ri'J ~ '11 ~L. 
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occasion when he (~ ) remarked, 
"Would you pledge allegiance to 
Messenger of Allah?" As we had 
taken oath of allegiance shortly be­
fore, we said, "We have already done 
so, 0 Messenger of Allah." He again 
asked, "Would you not pledge alle­
giance to Messenger of Allah?" So we 
stretched out our hands and said, "We 
have already made our pledge with 
you, 0 Messenger of Allah, on what 

~A~ 'lfn :Jlii -~ jt 

w ..;.~ ts.:; II~~ .iii J_?_; 

J_?_; ~A~ 'lh : JL; ~ . .iii 

J_?_; ½ iJ~~ l; : cili 11~.&1 

J_?_; ~A~ ']f,, : Jt_; ~ '~I 
o _... O_j -: o ,... ,., ,... 

..i., : CJj , 8~ I ~ : J t,; 11 ~ .ii I J .,. . , 

should we make a pledge with you?" , i;j , .ii I J ' , L' iJ ~L' i _)--" ) - - . 
He said, "To worship Allah and not to 
associate anything with Him, to per­
form the five (daily) Salat and to 
obey." Then he added in a low tone, 
"And not to ask people for anything." 
Thereafter, I noticed that some of 
these people who were present did 
not ask anyone to pick up even the 
whip for them if it fell from their 
hands. [Muslim] 

.iii \J~ ~f _fan : Jt.; ~ ~~ 

..:.,I} ~\J , l!:j, "'° I-< ~! '] -- - '; .r ~ J 

Lls ~ , f, II\ ~ \_! , 0 7-_ I\ 
..r"' J ~ J ~ 

((l!:j, .::,..81 1)2 '1.:;n : ~ 

Commentary: Herein we find an approval of renewing the oath of loyalty; besides, 

there is also a ground for administering such oath in respect of the obedience and 

worship of Allah, and decent behaviour. What is more, we are also under obligation to 

observe all that the oath of fealty stands for. 

530. lbn 'Umar 1 1 · <- .ii i ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "If 
one of you would keep begging ( of 
people) until he meets Allah ( on the 
Day of Resurrection) his face will be 
without a shred of flesh." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The lack of flesh from the face is either metaphorically indicative of 
disgrace and wretchedness, or it would factually happen as a symptom of sinning and 
the punishment thereof. This seems to be more plausible. Aversion against begging 
has been fomented in this Had'ith because it brings shame both in this world and the 
Hereafter. 

531. lbn 'Umar 1 , s · "' .&1 ~ J 

reported: While Messenger of Allah 

~ was on his pulpit (in the mosque) 
delivering a Khutbah (religious talk) 
about Sadaqah (charity) and begging, 
he said, "The upper hand is better than 
the lower hand, the upper hand is the 
one which gives and the lower hand is 
the begging one." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

532. Abu Hurairah ,,__;._c. ..ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who begs to increase his riches is 

in fact asking only for a live coal. It is 
up to him to decrease it or increase it." 
[Muslim] 

J~ ~ 4lJ\ JyJ 0\ ~J - Or'\ 
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Commentary: We come to know that begging without a pressing need is such a 

disgraceful crime that it brings one to Hell-fire. What a pity that beggary prevails 

among the followers of a religion which brands it as an abominable crime! It is 

extremely pitiable and lamentable that Muslims are ignorant of and indifferent to 

Islamic teachings. 

533. Samurah bin Jundub =- .& 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Begging is a cut that a person inflicts 
upon his face; except for asking a ruler, 
or under the stress of circumstances 
from which there is no escape." [At­

Tirmidhi] 
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Commentary: To submit his demand to the Head of state means that if a man 

deserves help, he should go to the public treasury which exists in an Islamic country so 

as to fulfill the needs of the needy gracefully. If his access to it is not possible, he is free 

to put his demand to others as well. 

534. Ibo Mas'ud ~.ti ~ _; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "He who 
suffers poverty and seeks relief from 
people, he will not be relieved; but he 
who seeks relief from Allah Alone, he 
will be relieved sooner or later." [Abu 

Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 

~\~ ' , J ,... ,.,, .,., ,,. 

~n : ~ .wl J.,.......J J\j :Ju 
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~ L? \ <.~ I A «~;)) 
Commentary: In this Hadith , it has been suggested that a man in need should turn 

to Allah Alone and not to human beings because He Alone meets the needs of all 

creatures. Yet, if the situation and need so demand, he may also resort to people, but 

he should have the firm conviction that their co-operation and help depend on the 

Will of Allah. 

535. Thauban ~ .t i ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "He who 
guarantees me that he will not beg 
anything from anyone, I will guarantee 
him (to enter) Jannah." I said, "I give 
you the guarantee." Then Thauban 
~ .t 1 ~ J never begged anything from 
anyone. [Abu Dawud] 
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Commentary: Not to seek any kind of aid from anybody means that a request 

should not be made as such without need. Because in the hour of need a man is 

permitted by the Shari'ah to request somebody to meet his requirement. Yet, if on 

such occasions he still avoids begging of anybody, it will reflect a very high point of his 

scrupulous uprightness. Later Thauban = .ii i ~ ; adopted this way. Ibn Majah says in 

his Sunan that if from the horseback his whip fell on the ground, instead of seeking the 

help of anybody he would himself get down and pick it up. 

536. Qabisah bin Al-Mukhariq ._,,.;,_; 
.:.s- .ii i reported: I stood as surety for a 
debt and came to Messenger of Allah 
~ to seek his help in discharging it. 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Wait till 
we receive charity and I shall give you 

out of it." He (~ ) added, "O Qabisah, 
begging is not lawful except for three 
people. One who has incurred debt 
(for assuming guarantee), for him 
begging is permissible till the guaran­
tee is discharged and he should then 
refrain; a person whose property has 
been destroyed by a calamity is allowed 
to beg till he attains self-sufficiency; a 
person who meets with dire necessity 

(due to hunger) provided that three 
men of understanding from his people 
affirm the genuineness ( of his poverty), 
for him begging is lawful till he attains 
means of his subsistence. Other than 
these, 0 Qabisah, anything received 
through begging is unlawful, its reci­
pient devours it unlawfully." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith explicitly tells us about the three types of men who are 

allowed to beg of others. A detailed description has already been mentioned above. 

537. Abu Hurairah ~ 41 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"A needy person is not the one who 
goes from door to door, begging and is 
turned away with a morsel or two or 
with a date or two. But a needy person 

is the one who does not have enough 
to live upon, and neither from his 
appearance it occurs that he is needy 
and should be given alms, nor does he 
himself beg anything from others." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ ..iii ~~ oj), ~t :_;-3 - O'('V 

~\ ~)) :Jli * ..iii J.?~ 01 

Commentary: The professional beggars and the truly needy have clearly been 
identified here. The point is that we should try to find out deserving people and spend 
on them. Because, despite being needy, they do not wear a professional look nor do 
they approach anybody to receive alms. In no way will it be counted as charity if we 
satisfy ourselves by giving a few coins to a professional beggar whom we come across 
on the road. 
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CHAPTERSS 

PERMISSIBILITY OF 

ASSISTANCE WITHOUT GREED 

538. Salim, son of Abdullah bin :_;, , ;.1- .:r. ..11µ .;r. -~t..:. :_;, - of A 
'Umar, from his father Abdullah; 

from 'Umar r+-" ..ii i ~ _; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ would give me 
some gift, but I would say: "Give it to 
someone who needs it more than I." 
Thereupon he (~ ) would say, "Take it 
when it comes to you without begging 

and without greed, and add it to your 
property. Then use it yourself or give it 
away in charity. As for the rest, do not 
covet it." Salim said: 'Abdullah bin 

'Umar would never ask anything from ~ .& I ~ ~ ~ : ~ \...::., J L; 
anyone, nor would he refuse accepting 
it when it was given to him. [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

-0[ ~1_:: :~\:~I~~ 11 ..:..r-'n 

Commentary: In this Hadfth, three points merit our attention . First, there is an 

account of the exemplary character of the Companions who became unmindful of 

their own needs when they saw that somebody else was more needy and deseived 

assistance. Second, there is an allowance for accepting a gift provided one's heart is 

free from desire for it. Third, a man is allowed to accumulate wealth but on the 

condition that he would fulfill his personal and family needs. Besides, he should 

resolve that he would also spend money on the needy as well as on the lines approved 

by Allah so as to win His pleasure. 
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CHAPTER 59 

ENCOURAGING LIVELIBOOD Bl 

(WORKING WITH ) HANDS AND 

ABSTAINING FROM BEGGING 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Then when the (Jumu 'ah) Salat 

(prayer) is ended, you may disperse 

through the land, and seek the Bounty 
of Allah (by working)." (62:10) 

539. Zubair bin 'Awwam = .ii i ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah :I! said, 
" It is far better for you to take your 
rope, go to the mountain, ( cut some 

firewood) carry it on your back, and 
sell it and thereby save your face than 
begging from people whether they give 
you or refuse." 

[Al-Bukhari] 

:r JS~' Js. ~, '-:"'4 -0\ 
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Commentary: As compared to beggary, this Had'ith puts emphasis on hard work. 

However, people may look down upon manual labour or hard work, yet it is certainly 

far better than seeking charity servilely, because doing a job like this will certainly save 

a man's self-respect, whereas begging puts him in an awkward position. To put it in 

this way, Islam stands for a man's deliverance from indignity and teaches him to keep 

his sense of dignity. 

540. Abu Hurairah ~ .ti 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah * said, 
"It is better for anyone of you to carry 
a bundle of wood on his back and sell it 
than to beg of someone whether he 
gives him or refuses." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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541. Abu Hurairah ~ .wl ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ,fj; said, 
"(Prophet) Dawiid i')UI ~ ate only 
out of that which he earned through 
his manual work." [Al-Bukhari] 

542. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ,fj; said, 

"(Prophet) Zakariyya i')UI ~ was a 
carpenter. " [Al-Bukhari] 

543. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ,fj; said, "No 
food is better to man than that which 
he earns through his manual work. 

Dawud i')UI ~. the Prophet of Allah, 
ate only out of his earnings from his 
manual work. " 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: Labour and manual work make the living of a man good, laudable 

and excellent. The Prophets also earned their living with their own work. Upon such 

earnings we get the Blessing of Allah. Some people wrongly think that earning a living 

is at variance with trust in Allah. Rather the right form of trust requires us to adopt 

ways and means according to our capacity and then to leave the matter to Allah. Also 

the Prophetic argument tells us that any manual skill or occupation, and the one who 

depends on it for his living should not be considered inferior. Instead, such people 

deserve respectable and worthy place in society because they emulate the example of 

the Prophets. In our society, a highbrow attitude towards them is unfortunate and 

deserves our deprecation. We have chosen to put some trades in a very low estimate 

and so is our view of those who are attached with them. In fact , no trade is inferior, nor 

is the person who adopts it. 
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CHAPTER 60 

EXCELLENCE OF GENEROSI1Y 

AND SPENDING IN A GOOD 

CAUSE WITH RELIANCE ON ALLAH 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And whatsoever you spend of any­

thing (in Allah's Cause), He will 
replace it." (34:39) 

"And whatever you spend in good, it 
is for yourselves, when you spend not 
except seeking Allah's Countenance. 
And whatever you spend in good, it 
will be repaid to you in full, and you 
shall not be wronged." (2:272) 

"And whatever you spend in good, 
surely Allah knows it well." (2:273) 

544. Ibn Mas'ud ..:.so- .iii ~ J reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "Envy is 
permitted only in two cases: A man 

whom Allah gives wealth, and he 
disposes of it rightfully, and a man to 
whom Allah gives knowledge which he 
applies and teaches it." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Envy in the Hadfth means "Ghibtah" the equivalent of which does 

not exist in English language. What it means is that you wish to enjoy things which 

others have, such as wealth and knowledge, without wishing that they should be 

deprived of them to your exclusive benefit. Envy is a corrosive disease of moral nature 
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which snatches away man's peace of mind. It means resentment at the condition of a 

man enjoying some Divine favour, and to wish it to be finished . It is forbidden because 

it wipes out one's good deeds. But there is no harm in being enviable of somebody. It 

has some positive connotation in the sense that you admire Allah's Blessing over a 

person and wish to be favoured with it too. This Hadith interprets envy as a "Ghibtah" 

but not in the absolute sense because it is condemnable. 

This Hadith , however, points out in unambiguous terms the excellence of a rich 

man who not only spends the Gifts of Allah ~ J :r- on his own person but also allocates 

a portion of it to the poor and the needy as well as to the propagation of religion. It 

further throws light on the excellence of a man who is well-grounded in theological 

doctrine and suggests solutions to people's problems in the light of the Qur'an and the 

Hadith and also imparts the religious knowledge to others. Everybody should aspire, 

apart from affluence, for an excessive fervour of spending in the way of Allah. 

Moreover, the quest of Islamic disciplines and their underlying rationale should 

remain at the centre of his heart, so that he may inherit the legacy of the Prophets, 

doing full justice to it as well. None can do it but with the Blessing of Allah . 

545. lbn Mas'ud w- .ii i ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ asked, "Who of 
you loves the wealth of his heir more 
than his own wealth?" The Compa­
nions said: "O Messenger of Allah! 
There is none of us but loves his own 
wealth more." He (~ ) said, "His 

wealth is that which he has sent 
forward , but that which he retains 
belongs to his heir." [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: This Hadith spotlights in a wise fashion the significance and 

perception of spending in the way of Allah. The real wealth of man is that which he 

spends in His way and the channels He approves. Only this wealth will stand him in 

good stead on the Day of Resurrection. Otherwise, what apart from it, will be 

personally used up by him in the worldly life, and what he leaves behind will fa ll to the 

lot of his heirs. It implies that if Allah has bestowed worldly riches upon a man, he 

should spend them to the maximum in the way to Allah. 
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546. 'Adi bin Hatim ...:.J- .& 1 ~ _; 
4l!I Cri'J ~\;. J. ~~ :_r-J -Oti reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, • ~ - . 

"Protect yourself from Hell-fire even 
by giving a piece of date as charity." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith has already been mentioned previously. It tells us that, 

according to one's resource capacity, one can win the pleasure of Allah even by 

spending a small quantity of wealth in His way. 

547. Jabir ~ 41 ~J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ never said 'no' 
to anyone who asked him for anything. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith illustrates the refined morals, sublimity of soul and the 

generosity of the Prophet ~ - Had somebody asked him of something, provided it was 

in his possession, he would never say 'no' to him. He would also on occasions resort to 

borrowing to meet the want of a needy person. If the borrowing were not possible, he 

would promise to fulfill his need. 

548. Abu Hurairah ~ .ui l ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Everyday two angels descend and one 
of them says, 'O Allah! Compensate 
(more) to the person who gives (in 
charity)'; while the other one says, 'O 
Allah! Destroy the one who withholds 
(charity, etc)."' [Al-Bukhari] 
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-~ '.·. ((Ll,t ~ .w-1 

. ~ - -
Commentary: The spending for which there is good news of Divine blessing may be 

said as expenses on household and guests, etc., as well as voluntary and obligatory 

charity. And the miserliness which incurs imprecation is restraining from paying Zakat, 

giving alms and not spending on what is commendable. Destruction may imply the 

destruction of wealth or that of the miser himself. Only Allah knows better! 
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549. Abu Hurairah -....:..J- .&1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah, the Exalted, says, 'Spend, 0 
son of A.dam, you will also be spent 
upon." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

: J\.i ~ .iii j _,:.J 0\ ~., -0 t 4i 

!f_;T ~I ~ ~I : Jt_;_; ..iii jl;ii 

Commentary: According to the Hadfth , one who spends in the way of Allah, will be 

duly paid. It means that Allah will enhance the provision of such a man and grant him 

the best recompense. 

550. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

~ .&1 ~ .J reported: A man asked 
Messenger of Allah ~ , "Which act in 
Islam is the best?" He (~ ) replied, 
"To feed (the poor and the needy) and 
to greet those whom you know and 
those you do not know." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

0 J ..,...S- c.r. .ii i~ :.;-.-; - 00. 

JL ~) 0f l~~: c. .iii ~ ) '!"'WI 

~;.;. ,\~'{I ~\ :~ ..iii J_?J 

f ')l:JI 1);_; ,f\.J:Ji ~n : Jl; 

~((~f t5~_; ~~~~ 
. ..le. 

Commentary: The provision of food to somebody may signify almsgiving or offering 

or an act of hospitality. It may also be interpreted as meeting the want of a needy 

person: If he is hungry, he should be fed; if he lacks clothes, the same should be given 

to him; if he is sick, medicine should be provided to him; and if he is under debt, he 

should be helped to pay off his debt, and so on. As for greeting (saying 'As-Satamu 

'alaikum'), it is meant to be popularized because it brings hearts closer to each other 

and is an antidote to hatred and hostility. 

551. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 
-.:.s- .& 1 ~ _; reported: the Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "There are forty kinds of 
virtue, the highest of which is to gift a 
(milch) she goat. He who practises any 
of these virtues, expecting its reward 
(from Allah) and believing on the 
verity of the promise made for it, will 
enter Jannah." [Al-Bukhari] 

'} \ l.,;.:, , • , ,_ ~ , I ~ I , ; ~I_:;. , 
,_ ,YY' ~ - 3 ~y . J 

ol3J ,, t_;j1 ~ JL_;_; i1 u;_;f 
. -:.,hll I.ii ~G ,_,, l;' . ~ I '-F , ., .. c..r.--" .J '-? -! . 

.[\'l"A :. ] ._;.;j1J_}, ,)50G ......,I.: ('"' ..r. ,· , , ··;· 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



60- EXCELLENCE OF GENEROSITY 

Commentary: The Hadtth speaks of the returnable gift of a mammal like a goat or 

she-camel which should be gifted to somebody for the provision of milk or wool. It is 

also a benevolent act and good trait of character. The forty qualities of character, as 

mentioned in this Hadfth, have been enumerated by some 'Ulama' in their own 

respective ways. But Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar Al-Asqalani says that the Prophet ~ did not 

name these qualities, and that perhaps the reason behind this is that no one should 

disparage or underestimate a good act, no matter how small it may be, because this 

could lead to doing without this good act altogether. 

552. Abu Umamah ~ .iii ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"O son of A.dam, if you spend the 
surplus, it will be better for you; and if 
you retain it, it will be bad for you. You 
will not be reprimanded for keeping 
what is enough for your need. Begin 
with those who are your dependents, 
and the upper hand (i.e., the one that 
spends in the way of Allah) is better 
than the lower hand (i.e., the one that 

receives charity.)" [Muslim] 

'!' ~.:i...;, ;_;l_;\ ~i :}-J - OOY 

, , , 

J_?J Jt.; : J L; ~ .&1 ~ ) ::i-;~ 
_, J, _, 0 t _... -;;; -

J~ 01 -.:1l !f;I JI ~n : ~ .&1 
,J. _., J. ,,. J O t ,... _... ,... ,... o ,...o 

r' ~ 01j -~ ? ~I 

1~lj -~l.6 J;, f-i 'JJ . ~ 
, " '~ ,, j,;I ~-11 J' ,; 
~ r- ~ -!.._:-)j ' yu ~ 

. ~ ~\JJ 11Jl!-11 f.i1 

Commentary: A similar Hadfth reported by At-Tirmidhf has already been 

mentioned. Read the commentary on (Hadfth No. 510). 

553. Anas ~ .iii ~ J reported: 
Whenever the Messenger of Allah ~ 
was asked a thing by one who is about 
to accept Islam but he would give it. A 
man came to the Prophet ~ and he 
gave him a herd of sheep scattered 
between two mountains. When he 
returned to his people, he said to 
them: "O my people! Embrace Islam 
because Muhammad gives like one 
who has no fear of poverty." Some 

: JL; ~ .&1 ~ ) ~ f :_;.:, - o or 
, , 

~ ~ .&1 J_,...:J ~ G 

.Ll}J ,;ll,;1 '11 l:.S ~~I ~ - ,i ~ 

1:~ ~ ;~Ll "1.:- ' - L_;. ~ 'V- _) O<- • 
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people would embrace Islam only for 
worldly gains, but soon Islam becomes 
dearer to them than the world with all 

what it contains. [Muslim] 

~l.,a.)1 __,..;,4.; 

~_h J.;. \~ ~; ~~;~ \_j 

t,;J G:UI , .wl c_;.\ '')I__:,,';'\ 
~ '"; . i ; 

·r-4 ~ly~ -~ 

Commentary: In this Hadfth, there is a provision of giving economic aid to converts 

to win over their hearts so that their loyalty to Islam is firmly established. The result of 

this sensible policy was that if somebody had embraced Islam for the sake of gaining 

material gains, this sentiment, in due course of time, would be stripped off from his 

heart, and finally he would turn into a sincere Muslim. In view of its rationale, Allah 

has termed the policy of reconciling hearts, to Islam as a Zakat expenditure. In other 

words, an allocated sum of the Zakat fund can be expended on this head as well. Some 

scholars argue that it is now no more permissible to spend on this head. But to be 

accurate, expending out of the Zakat fund on this head is valid for all times. If a 

measure is adequately taken on an institutional basis to make the hearts of converts 

incline to Islam, we can witness its benefits even today. 

554. 'Umar ~ .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ distributed 
some wealth and I said to him, "O 
Messenger of Allah! Do you not think 
that there are other people who are 
more deserving than these whom you 

gave." He(~ ) said, "They had, in fact, 
left no alternative for me except either 
they should beg of me importunately 
or they would regard me as a miser; 
but I am not a miser." [Muslim] 

Commentary: Here also, we hear about the same converts who were still ignorant 

of Islam and the status of Prophethood. Owing to this ignorance and weak faith, they 

could adopt such attitude as would have been inappropriate or would have caused lack 

of courtesy towards the Prophet ~ - This brought him to giving preference to them 

with regard to the distribution of offerings so as to guard them against the sway of the 

weakness referred to. This reflects the Prophet's generosity and his accommodating 

sense as well as the care which he took to win over the hearts as mentioned earlier. 
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The purpose behind it was to help increase Faith in their hearts and make them rise 

above mundane interests as sincere Muslims. 

555. Jubair bin Mut'im =- .iii ~ .J 

reported: While I was walking with the 

Prophet * on his return from the 
battle of Hunain, a few bedouins 
caught hold of him and began to 
demand their shares. They forced him 
to a tree and someone snatched away 
his cloak (which got entangled in that 
thorny tree). The Prophet ~ said, 
"Give my cloak back to me. Were I 

to have camels equal to the number of 
these trees, I would have distributed 
them all among you, and you would 
not have found me a miser, or a liar, or 
a coward." 

[Al-Bukhari] 

..i;; -~~ 1;l , ! ~ -~;_.:, Jt 
,. ,;: ,,, .,,,,, ,,, 

,__;1;l ~~\)) :Jw ~ ~I 

'~ ~~1 ~+.:. ;-li J ~lS _;ii 
~ · Ll '1 ~. ·<·: ;~~ - ~1 ., . i...l...J ; ~ ' r-::-: 

. -,S/;_jl ~\JJ ((C~ ':/J ½\JS ':/J 

Commentary: This Hadith also throws light on the issue of distribution of charities 

for winning over hearts; besides, it depicts the sublime morals of the Prophet ~ as to 

how he tolerated the harshness and discourtesy of bedouins with patience and 

humbleness. It also reveals that negative attributes like stinginess, falsehood and 

cowardice should not be attributed to Imam (religious leader) . 

556. Abu Hurairah .....:......- .ii i ~ .) ~ .& 1 ~ J ~;.), ~f ~ _, - OO'\ 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Wealth is not diminished by giving (in 
charity). Allah augments the honour of 
one who forgives; and one who dis­
plays humbleness towards another 
seeking the pleasure of Allah, Allah 
exalts him in ranks." [Muslim] 

\~ ..iii ;1j ~J -~~ ~ !;.i..:, 
~ .'.i.;.1 , '· 1-: ~- ,\~ '11 ~-

~y .J ~ ~ ~ 

. ~ ~\)) \}~J _;;..iii~~ '1t 

Commentary: This Hadith has described three facts. First, Sadaqah does not 

diminish wealth because Allah blesses the rest of it and thus recompenses it. Besides, 

the loss of wealth of the almsgiver will certainly be rewarded on the Day of 
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Resurrection. Second, man thinks that a conciliatory or forgiving attitude will weaken 

his position in the eyes of others. He erroneously takes it as his disparagement and 

insult. However, this Hadith reveals the reality that by this way, Allah L?-° J /- raises his 

image and he is not belittled at all, because a forgiving gesture will enhance his esteem 

in the hearts of people, and in the Hereafter, Divine reward for it will definitely lead to 

his elevation. Third, if somebody displays affability and humbleness in his behaviour, 

Allah L?-° J /- will project his prestige and dignity into the hearts of others or bless him 

in the Hereafter. 

557. Abu Kabshah 'Amr bin Sa'd 

~ .ii 1 ~ .; reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "I swear by Allah for 
three (qualities) which I am going to 
tell you about. Remember them well: 

(1) The wealth of a man will not 
diminish by Sadaqah (charity). 

(2) Allah augments the honour of a 

man who endures an oppression 
patiently. 

(3) He who opens a gate of begging, 
Allah opens a gate of poverty ( or he 
said a word similar to it)." 

He ~ also said, "Remember well 
what I am going to tell you: The world 

is for four kinds of people. (1) One 
upon whom Allah has bestowed wealth 
and knowledge and so he fears his 

Rubb in respect to them, joins the ties 
of blood relationship and acknowl­
edges the Rights of Allah on him 
(and fulfills them); this type will have 
the best position (in Jannah). (2) One 
upon whom Allah has conferred 
knowledge but no wealth, and he is 
sincere in his intention and says: 'Had I 
possessed wealth, I would have acted 

~ · '..:.l. 8 f : ~J, - OOV , <I J - . '-1:. <.J 

Jy:; ~ ~f ~ .&1 ~ :; ~/.:.;½1 
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~ ~I ~~)) :J.,.¾ ~ .&1 
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like so-and-so.' If that is his intention, 
his reward is the same as that of the 

other. (3) One whom Allah has given 
wealth but no knowledge and he 
squanders his wealth ignorantly, does 
not fear Allah in respect to it, does not 
discharge the obligations of kinship 
and does not acknowledge the Rights 
of Allah. Such a person will be in the 
worst position (in the Hereafter). (4) 
One upon whom Allah has bestowed 
neither wealth nor knowledge and he 
says: 'Had I possessed wealth, I would 
have acted like so-and-so (i .e., he 
would squander his wealth).' If this is 
his intention, both will have equal sin.'' 

[At-Tinnidhf] 

~ JOJ _,. 

'JJ 'JL,;, <lll ~j_:;. ~ ~J 

'1~ J 0\ .,1 :J~ ~ . ~ 

Commentary: This Hadfth highlights the following points: 

1. Those who forgive people and pardon them will be granted honour and elevation 

both in this life and in the Hereafter. 

2. Those who have sufficient means to live on and still beg of people out of greed, will 

be afflicted with poverty. 

3. The Hadfth also urges us to acquire religious knowledge, and also the practise of 

this knowledge along with the intention to please Allah Alone. 

4. The Hadith also criticizes ignorance of religious teachings and ignorant people, for 

ignorance can easily lead one to commit forbidden acts. 

558. 'Aishah ~ .ii i ~ .J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ had slaughtered 
a sheep and distributed major portions 
of its meat. Then he ~ asked, "Is there 
anything left?" She replied, "Nothing, 
except the shoulder." Thereupon he 
said, "All of it is left except its 
shoulder.' ' 

[At-Tinnidhf] 

~ .iii (j-'!J ~~ :.F, -OOA 
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~ :J~ ~ ':It 4: 1)Ll :;c;;3 

. I:;.(' 'i I , - · 'j I . IJ 
~ ',_r, cl-

Commentary: This Hadith reveals a truth to man that he should not eat up anything 

and everything all alone, rather in this regard he is supposed to take the maximum 

care for the distribution of alms and charity so that it may stand him in good stead in 

the Hereafter. What one has given in charity will by no means be wasted, for he will 

doubtlessly find its reward with Allah on the Day of Resurrection. 

559. Asma' bint Abu Bakr 41 ~) 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said to me, "Do not hoard; otherwise, 
Allah will withhold from you." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Herein is enshrined a Divine principle; His Retribution is 

determined by the kind of things done by man. A proverb may be quoted to this 

effect, "As you sow, so shall you reap". If we spend a lot in the way of Allah, He will 

also recompense us a lot. And if we stint spending in His way, He will dispense 

sustenance to us with restrain, too. If we accumulate wealth in a miserly fashion and 

avoid spending it in the way of Allah, He will also restrain the flow of His bounty to us. 

To sum up, the Hadith inspires us to generously spend money in the way of Allah and 

also sternly warns us of the consequences of stinginess and parsimony. 

560. Abu Hurairah ~ 4 1 ~) 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
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~ saying: "The case of a miserly man 
and a generous man who gives in 
charity is similar to that of two 
persons who are clad in armour from 
their breasts up to their collar bones. 

When the generous man gives in 
charity, his armour expands so much 

as to cover his fingertips and toes. 
When the miser intends to spend 
something the armour contracts and 

every ring of it sticks to the place 
where it is (sinks into his flesh) . He 
tries to loosen it but it does not 
expand." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

L:15 ~\ ~\ :;G;.J \t_j.'.iJI «4..i1 n.J 

,;.,)) :,..;_; ,_;;.. _:jt.1,.J ,.: >. ~( 
-i-L.'._- ~- -+ ..:I;. .::-

-~ __,.....-- J ~ ..r.) -- · -! ~.) 

Commentary: The Hadith metaphorically highlights the significance of giving in 

charity, saying it covers up a man's sins in such way as a full coat of mail, reaching his 

feet, conceals his whole body. Aside from it, there is a good news for the almsgiver that 

his wealth will receive Divine blessing and he will be safe from trials and tribulations. 

Whereas a miser faces a warning that his sins and defects will be made known to 

people and not concealed from them, and he will remain the target of miseries. We are 

further told that when a generous man intends to give charity, his chest expands for it 

and he happily gives vent to his generosity. On the other hand, when a niggardly man 

intends to spend money in charity, his chest contracts and he withholds his giving 

hand. To conclude, this Hadfth brings good news to generous people, and a warning to 

misers. 

561. Abu Hurairah ......:..J- .&1 ~ J .&1 J_,..:_:; Jl; : JL; ~_:; - Oi, 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who gives in charity the value of a 
date which he legally earned, and 
Allah accepts only that which is pure, 
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Allah accepts it with His Right Hand 
and fosters it for him, as one of you 
fosters his mare, until it becomes like a 
mountain." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

:_~~f u W' 1: _L..a.J 1:'-' 
' i.../Y:. ~ , ~y:. 

0 ,.. ,, J,,.,, ::; ,,., 
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-~' ;) :J1)1 ·).i,:_;J 

Commentary: Here is an Attribute of Allah, His Hand, has been mentioned. We 

are supposed to believe in it without interpretation or comparison; that is to say that 

Allah has Hands as befit His Glory. We cannot compare his essential attributes to 

anything, nor can we describe them. 

It is evident from this Hadith that Allah increases the reward of charity which is 

given from lawfully-earned money until it becomes like a mountain in greatness. 

562. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"While a man was walking through a 
barren land, he heard a voice coming 
out of a cloud saying: 'Irrigate the 
garden of so-and-so.' Thereupon the 
cloud drifted in a certain direction and 
discharged its water over a rocky plain. 
The streamlets flowed into a channel. 
This man followed the channel until it 
reached a garden and he saw the 
owner of the garden standing in its 
center, working with his spade spread­
ing the water ( changing the course of 
the water). He asked him: "O slave of 
Allah, what is your name?" He told his 
name, which was the same that he 
heard from the cloud. The owner of 

:J\j ~ ~\ .; ~J - OiY 
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the garden then asked him: "O slave of G _,...;, ~ J ! : J ili ~~I 
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Allah, why did you ask my name?" He 

replied: "I heard a voice from a cloud 
which poured down this water saying: 
'Irrigate the garden of so-and-so.' I 
would like to know what do you do 
with it." He said: "Now that you asked 
me, I will tell you. I estimate the 
produce of the garden and distribute 
one-third of it in charity, I spend one­
third on myself and my family and 
invest one-third back into the garden." 

[Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth , besides the virtue of alms and charity, touches upon the 

theme of clairvoyance and miracles. It is something supernormal that a man should 

hear a voice from the cloud. Yet such supernatural phenomenon signify only the 

Omnipotence of Allah. Nobody is presumed to claim that he can demonstrate at will 

something unusual by virtue of his clairvoyant and miraculous power. There are 

indeed some people who lay such a claim and thereby swindle away the money of 

gullible souls and lead them astray. 

CHAPTER 61 

PROHIBITION OF 

MISERLINESS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"But he who is greedy miser and 

thinks himself self-sufficient. And 

belies Al-Husna. We will make smooth 

for him the path for evil. And what will 

his wealth avail him when he goes 
down (in destruction)?" (92:8-11) 

"And whosoever is saved from his 
own covetousness, then they are the 

successful ones." (64:16) 
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563. Jabir bin 'Abdullah ;.;.s, .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Beware of oppression, for oppression 
will be darkness on the Day of 
Resurrection; and beware of stingi­
ness because it destroyed those who 
were before you. It incited them to 
shed their blood and deem unlawful as 
lawful." [Muslim] 

0\ ~ ..ii i :.ri'J .r,~ :_;.J -Oif 
-:;; ,,. ot ,,:, ,, ,.. 
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1fe ~1 J;- ~ -~ 
~11'j ((~l~ 1~1_:; ~n.:;~ 

Commentary: This Hadith has been mentioned before. Refer to Hadith No. 205. 

CHAPTER 62 

SELFLESSNESS AND SYMPATHY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And give them (Emigrants) prefer­

ence over themselves, even though they 

were in need of that." (59:9) 

"And they give food, in spite of their 

love for it (or for the love of Him), to 

the poor, the orphan, and the captive." 

(76:8) 

564. Abu Hurairah .....:.......&- .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: A man came to the Prophet 
~ and said; "I am hard pressed by 
hunger. " He(~ ) sent a word to one of 
his wives who replied: "By Him Who 
has sent you with the Truth, I have 
nothing except water." Then he sent 
the same message to another (wife) 
and received the same reply. He sent 
this message to all of them (i.e., his 
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wives) and received the same reply. 

Then he (~ ) said, "Who will entertain 
this (man) as guest?" One of the Ansar 

said: "O Messenger of Allah, I will." 
So he took him home and said to his 
wife: "Serve the guest of Messenger of 

Allah ~ -" 
Another narration is: The Ansari 

asked his wife: "Have you got any­
thing?" She answered: "Nothing, ex­

cept a little food for the children." He 
said: "Keep them busy with something, 
and when they ask for food put them to 
sleep. When the guest enters, extin­
guish the light and give him the 
impression that we are also eating." 
So they sat down and the guest ate and 

they passed the night hungry. When he 
came to the Prophet ~ in the morning, 
he said to him, "Allah admired what 

you did with your guest last night." [Al­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Had'ith describes a unique example of hospitality and kindness 

liked by Allah. It imparts to man the sense of self-sacrifice and a feeling of fellowship. 

565. Abu Hurairah ......:.....s- .ii i ~ .J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The food for two suffices for three; 
and the food for three suffices for four 
persons." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In Muslim, Jabir -.:.s- .ii i ~ _; reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "The food for 
one person suffices for two; the food 
for two suffices for four, and the food 
for four suffices for eight persons." 
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-~~½\ 
_((~~\ 

Commentary: We are told that if on some occasion a host feels that the prepared 

food is too little to feed his guests, all of them should willingly share it with each other. 

This will be both blessing and rewarding from Allah. 

566. Abu Sa'1d Al-Khudr1 .;.&- .ii i ~J ~'.J ~J~\ 0 '-:".\ ;y.J - Oii 
reported: Once we were on a journey 
with Messenger of Allah ~ when a 
rider came and began looking right 
and left. Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whoever has an extra mount should 
offer it to him who is without it, and 
whoever has surplus food should give it 
to him who has nothing;" and he 
continued mentioning other proper­
ties until we thought that none of us 
had any right to surplus of his own 
property. [Muslim] 

C:;:,, ~ ~ ½ :J~ ~ .&1 
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--1, ~ ~ 'l, _;;. 'I ~f Gt J;_ 

·r-1---' ;1JJ -~ 

Commentary: The mention of this Hadith in this chapter reveals that in their social 

life, particularly in a period of crisis, the Muslims should adopt a co-operative, 

consolatory and sympathetic attitude towards one another, being willing to give over 

their superfluous things to the needy Muslims. This commandment, however, is not of 

essential and binding nature. If it were so, no Muslim could be in a position to amass 

wealth. This is simply desirable and based on free will. If the common Muslims were 

possessed of generosity, this moral instruction would have been practised by all and 

sundry with Muslim society being exemplary in terms of brotherhood and solidarity. 

Yet, the lack of sublime morals has denuded this precept of its entire import and 

significance. Small wonder, in Muslim communities there is a general deplorable trend 

of showing indifference to fellow-Muslims, instead of establishing a worth-emulating 

example of co-operation and fellow-feeling. 
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567. Sahl bin Sa'd ~ .&1 ~) 

reported: A woman brought a woven 
piece of cloth to Messenger of Allah ~ 
and said to him: "I have woven this 

sheet with my own hands for you to 
wear." He accepted it as he was in 
need of it. He later came out wearing it 
as a lower garment. Someone said: 
"How nice it is! Kindly give it to me." 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Very 
well." He remained in our company for 
some time, then he went back, folded it 

and sent it to the man. The people said 
(to that man): "You did not do well. 

Messenger of Allah ~ wore it and he 
was in need of it, and you asked him 

for it when you are well aware that he 
(~ ) never refuses a request." He said: 
"I swear by Allah that I did not ask it 

for wearing. I asked him for it so that it 
might be my shroud after my death." 
Sahl (the narrator of this Had'ith) said: 
And in fact it was used as his shroud. 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: First, the Hadfth is suggestive of accepting a present because the 

exchange of presents increases mutual love. Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Offer 

presents to each other as these generate mutual love." Second, the Prophet ~ would 

never turn down anyone asking for something. Third, it is permissible to get a thing 

prepared to meet a future need. Fourth, we are allowed to receive a benediction from 

the pious ones as the Companions did in case of those things which had touched the 

blessed body of Messenger of Allah ~ - Yet, today the benedictory sanction is being 

misapplied by people . For example, the washing of graves is erroneously taken to be a 

sacred act. Whereas, going by the Islamic Law, there is no room for the concretion of a 

grave, still less of washing it. Rather this act is unclean and sacrilegious. Similarly, we 

see some half-mad and insane people bereft of the sense of purity and cleanliness. Yet, 
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the masses consider them to be ecstatics and even try to seek benediction from them. 

As a matter of fact, such lunatics are totally unconscious of the obligations of Islam, 

rather everything else. But the sanity of a man becomes questionable if he considers 

them saints. Also there are places where some relics, attributed to the Prophet ~, are 

at display but without historical authenticity. We are supposed to shun them. 

568. Abu Musa~ .ii i ~ .) reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When the 
Ash 'ariyun run short of food in the 
Jihad or when they are at home in Al­
Madinah, they collect all the provisions 
they have in a sheet and then divide it 

equally among themselves. They are of 
me and I am of them." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 
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Commentary: "They are of me and I am of them". These Prophetic words of the 

Prophet ~ imply nearness to and psychic identity (with some souls) in matter of moral 

sense, character and good actions. Apart from the superiority of Ash'ari clan, the 

Hadith suggests the significance of brotherhood and the sense of togetherness. 

Particularly there is an emphasis on this point that if in times of crisis and tribulation, 

people extend co-operation to one another, the have-nots will escape hardship and 

embarrassment. Herein lies the essence of all the Ahadith of this chapter. The 

Ash'ariyun are the people of Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, the Companion = <ill ~ J -
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CHAPTER 63 

COMPETITION IN MATTERS 

OF THE HEREAFTER 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Let (all) those strive who want to 

strive (i.e., hasten earnestly to the 
obedience of Allah)." (83:26) 

569. Sahl bin Sa'd ;....:._., .&1 ~) 

reported: A drink was brought to the 
Messenger of Allah ~ and he drank 
some of it. On his right was a boy and 
on his left were elderly people. He said 
to the boy, "Would you permit me to 

give the rest of this drink to these on 
my left?" The boy said, "O Messenger 
of Allah, I would certainly not give 
preference to anyone in anything that 
might come to me from you." So he 

handed over the rest of the drink to 
him. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The Sharf'ah rule says that in order to distribute something in an 

assembly of people, a beginning should be made from the right side. In the said 

incident, Ibn 'Abbas 4',-- 4 1 ~ J, then a young boy, was sitting on the right side, while 

the aged people were sitting on the left side. Regard for the age difference demanded 

that the beginning should have been made from the side of the latter. But the correct 

way was that the beginning should be made from Ibn 'Abbas 4',-- 4 1 ~ J because he 

was sitting on the right side. For this reason, the Prophet ~ did not ignore his right of 

priority due to his young age, rather by seeking his permission he made it clear that 

priority should be given to a rightful person, irrespective of the fact that he happened 

to be a child. On the other hand, it was also essential for Ibn 'Abbas 4',-- "'1 ~ J that in 
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view of respect for elders, he should surrender his right. But he faced a more delicate 

problem. The cup containing the left-over drink of the Prophet ~ had touched his 

blessed mouth and this fact prompted Ibn 'Abbas L...p- ..iii~ J to take lead in benefiting 

from the benediction. He, therefore, preferred the Prophetic benediction to showing 

respect to the aged. The Hadfth throws light on the requisite respect for the aged as 

well as highlights the significance of receiving blessing from the pious persons. Besides, 

it proves the right of priority of the rightful person. 

570. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii 1 ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 

"While Ayyub i )UI ~ (the Prophet) 
was taking a bath, naked, a large 
number of gold locusts fell on him. 
He tried to collect them in a piece of 
cloth, when he heard his Rubb (Allah) 
calling him: 'O Ayyub ! Have I not 
sufficed you to care for what you see 

(the worldly possessions)?' Ayyub ~ 
i)UI said: 'Indeed by Your Power, but 
I can never do away with Your 
Blessings."' [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: Prophet Ayyub (>Lll ~ , as the Hadfth tells us, started collecting the 

gold pieces that looked like locusts. As the Hadith involves an aspect of blessedness, it 

has been included in this chapter. It has two other sides as well: first , one can amass 

wealth ( of course by fair means and by fulfilling the other relevant conditions); second, 

the Shari'ah allows man to take a bath in the naked state, provided he is all alone and 

away from all eyes. However, it is commendable if one takes a bath with his private 

parts being covered, even if there is no one around. 
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CHAPTER 64 

EXCELLENCE OF A 

GRATEFUL RICH MAN 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"As for him who gives (in charity) 

and keeps his duty to Allah and fears 

Him, and believes inAl-Husna. We will 

make smooth for him the path of ease 

(goodness)." (92:5-7) 

"And Al-Muttaqun (the pious and 

righteous) will be far removed from it 

(Hell). He who spends his wealth for 

increase in self-purification. And who 

has (in mind) no favour from anyone 

to be paid back. Except to seek the 

Countenance of his Rubb, the Most 
High. He surely, will be pleased (when 

he will enter Jannah )." (92:17-21) 

"If you disclose your Sadaqat (alms­

giving), it is well; but if you conceal 

them and give them to the poor, that is 

better for you. (Allah) will expiate you 

some of your sins. And Allah is Well­

Acquainted with what you do." (2:271) 

"By no means shall you attain Al­

Birr (piety, righteousness - here it 

means Allah's reward, i.e., Jannah) , 

unless you spend (in Allah's Cause) of 

that which you love; and whatever of 

good you spend, Allah knows it well." 

(3:92) 
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571. Ibn Mas'ud-.:..&- .ii i ~ J reported: 

Messenger of Allah ,l! said, "Envy is 

permitted only in two cases: A man 

whom Allah gives wealth, and he 

disposes of it rightfully, and a man to 

whom Allah gives knowledge which he 

applies and teaches it. " [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

, , , 

: ~ 41 J.,.:.) Jt,; : JL; ~ .&1 
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Commentary: This Hadith has already been mentioned. Yet, its relevance with this 

chapter has prompted us to repeat it here. It lays emphasis on two points. First, if 

Allah gives wealth to a man, his sense of gratitude should be expressed in his spending 

it in good ways according to the Divine command. Second, if Allah has endowed 

somebody with knowledge and wisdom, he should be thankful to his Rubb by way of 

putting it into practice and by imparting it to others. It means one can aspire for 

knowledge and richness, provided one's motive is to benefit others. Envy is a bad 

quality which Muslims must shun. In this Hadfth , however, envy (or Ghibtah) refers to 

the feeling of wishing to have what somebody else has or to be like somebody else 

without these blessings be taken away from the envied person. 

572. Ibn 'Umar 1 , 6 · <- .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ,l! said: 

"Envy is justified in regard to two types 

of persons only: a man whom Allah has 

given knowledge of the Qur'an, and so 

he recites it during the night and 

during the day; and a man whom 

Allah has given wealth and so he 

spends from it during the night and 

during the day." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Ahadith permit us to envy (in the positive sense of the word: see 

commentary on the previous Hadith) only two traits of character of somebody. 

Grammatically, the texts of these Ahadfth imply both feminine and masculine genders. 

In the preceding Hadith, the word 'knowledge' has been used. It stands for the Word 

of Allah. To apply and teach knowledge means to put into practise the teachings of the 

Qur'an. And that includes the recitation of the Qur'an (both in Salat and otherwise), 

imparting its teaching and passing judgements in its light. From this point of view both 

the Ahadith convey the similar sense, and similarly we may also read into them two 

persons or two traits of character. 

573. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ _; 

reported: Some of the poor Emigrants 

came to Messenger of Allah ~ and 
said to him, "The wealthy have 
obtained all high ranks and everlast­
ing bliss." He asked, "How is that?" 
They replied: "They offer Salat as we 

do, and observe Saum (fasting) as we 
do, but they give in Sadaqah (charity) 
and we do not, and they emancipate 
slaves and we cannot." He (~ ) said, 
"Shall I not teach you something 
whereby you will catch up with those 

who have preceded you and will get 
ahead of those who follow you, and no 
one will surpass you unless he does the 
same as you do?" They said, "Surely, 
0 Messenger of Allah." He said, "Say: 
Subhan Allah, and Allahu Akbar, and 
praise Him (by saying Al-hamdu Zillah) 

thirty-three times at the end of every 
Salat." They returned to him and said: 
"Our brothers, the possessors of 
wealth, having heard what we are 
doing, have started doing the same." 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "This is 
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Grace of Allah which He gives to 

whom He wishes." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 

Commentary: The wording of the Hadith apparently reveals that ..iii 0k...."Glory be 

to Allah", ..ii ..l..>JI "Praise be to Allah", and ..,._.51 .iii "Allah is the Greatest" should be 

recited thirty-three times. If each group of words is said eleven times, the total number 

will become thirty-three. But Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar believes that each formula should be 

uttered thirty-three times, that is to say, after each prayer "Subhan Allah", "Al-hamdu 

lillah" and "Allahu Akbar" should be uttered thirty-three times each. But according to 

some Ahadfth, Imam An-Nawawi is of the view that "Allahu Akbar" should be said 

thirty-four times and in the end "La ilaha illallahu Wahdahu la sharika Lahu, Lahul­

mulku wa Lahul-hamdu, wa Huwa 'ala kulli shai'in Qadfr" (none has the right to be 

worshipped but Allah, He is One; He has no partners; to Him belongs the dominion 

and all the praise; and He has power over all things) should be recited. Should we 

recite them together or separately? Al-Qadi ' Iyad is of the opinion that it is better to 

recite them separately, but Imam An-Nawawi is of the view that both ways are correct. 

In fact , in both ways the number remains the same. Besides, an addition must not be 

made to the Sunnah of Messenger of Allah ~ - Practically we knew that it is necessary 

to use the prescription of a physician without making any alteration in its elements; 

otherwise, it will not work properly. Similarly, there are spiritual benefits, blessings 

and efficacy in the number told by the Prophet ~- Any alteration in it will nullify its 

blessing and efficacy. (Fath Al-Bari) 

This Hadfth reveals how fervently the Companions were inclined towards good and 

how concerned about surpassing those who were better than them in some forms of 

good deeds. Indeed, all Muslims are equal with regard to the practice of religious 

principles. But what gives an edge to the rich over their poor coreligionists are the 

financial forms of worship, that is, charity and almsgiving, which the latter are unable 

to do. 
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CHAPTER 65 

REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

AND RESTRAINT OF WISHES 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Everyone shall taste death. And 

only on the Day of Resurrection shall 

you be paid your wages in full. And 

whoever is removed away from the 

Fire and admitted to Jannah, he 

indeed is successful. The life of this 

world is only the enjoyment of decep­

tion (a deceiving thing)." (3:185) 

"No person knows what he will earn 

tomorrow, and no person knows in 

what land he will die ... " (31:34) 

" ... when their term comes, neither 

can they delay nor can they advance it 

an hour (or a moment)." (16:61) 

"0 you who believe! Let not your 

properties or your children divert you 

from the remembrance of Allah. And 

whosoever does that, then they are the 

losers. And spend (in charity) of that 
with which We have provided you, 

before death comes to one of you, 
and he says: 'My Rubb! If only You 

would give me respite for a little while 

(i.e., return to the worldly life), then I 

should give Sadaqah (i.e., Zakat) of my 

wealth, and be among the righteous 

[i.e., perform Hajj (pilgrimage to 

Makkah) and other good deeds].' 

And Allah grants respite to none 

when his appointed time (death) 
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comes. And Allah is All-Aware of what 

you do." (63:9-11) 

"Until, when death comes to one of 

them (those who join partners with 

Allah), he says: 'My Rubb! Send me 

back. So that I may do good in that 

which I have left behind!' No! It is but 

a word that he speaks; and behind 

them is Barzakh (a barrier) until the 

Day when they will be resurrected. 

Then, when the Trumpet is blown, 

there will be no kinship among them 

that Day, nor will they ask of one 

another. Then, those whose Scales (of 

good deeds) are heavy, they are the 

successful. And those whose Scales ( of 

good deeds) are light, they are those 

who lose their ownselves, in Hell will 

they abide. The Fire will burn their 

faces, and therein they will grin, with 

displaced lips (disfigured). 'Were not 

My Verses (this Qur'an) recited to 

you, and then you used to deny them?' 

They will say: 'Our Rubb! Our wretch­

edness overcame us, and we were (an) 

erring people. 'Our Rubb! Bring us out 

of this; if ever we return (to evil), then 

indeed we shall be Zalimun (polythe­

ists, oppressors, unjust, wrong-doers, 

etc? He (Allah) will say: 'Remain you 

in it with ignominy! And speak you not 

to Me!' Verily! There was a party of 

My slaves, who used to say: 'Our Rubb! 

We believe, so forgive us, and have 

mercy on us, for you are the Best of all 

who show mercy!' 'But you took them 
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65- REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

for a laughing stock, so much so that 

they made you forget My remem­

brance while you used to laugh at 

them! Verily! I have rewarded them 

this Day for their patience, they are 

indeed the ones that are successful. He 

(Allah) will say: 'What number of 

years did you stay on earth?' They 

will say: 'We stayed a day or part of a 

day. Ask of those who keep account.' 

He (Allah) will say: 'You stayed not 

but a little, if you had only known! Did 

you think that We had created you in 

play (without any purpose), and that 

you would not be brought back to 

Us?"' (23:99-115) 

"Has not the time come for the 

hearts of those who believe (in the 

Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monothe­

ism) to be affected by Allah's Remin­

der (this Qur'an), and that which has 

been revealed of the truth, lest they 

become as those who received the 

Scripture [the Taurat (Torah) and 

the Injeel (Gospel)] before (i.e., Jews 

and Christians), and the term was 

prolonged for them and so their hearts 

were hardened? And many of them 

were Fasiqun (the rebellious, the 

disobedient to Allah)." (57:16) 

574. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .ii i ~ .) 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
took hold of my shoulders and said, 
"Be in the world like a stranger or a 
wayfarer." Ibn 'Umar ~.:ii i ~ .; used 

1~+~" -.ii i :.ri'~ ~ 0 1 :..F, - OVt 

~ ~ .Ji\ J_?~ l:1 :Jli 
,., ~ 0 ~ ,. ,... ,.,,, 

~.)- ~l5 Gill J ~ n : JLa.; 

, (I I ~- J ~ O \ 

~ .r. J , , , 
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to say: When you survive till the 
evening do not expect to live until the 
morning; and when you survive till the 
morning do not expect to live until the 
evening. While in good health (do 

good deeds) before you fall sick; and 
while you are alive ( do good deeds) 

before death strikes. 
[Al-Bukhari] 

l)l : J.,¾ ~ ..iii ~ J ~ ~I 0ls'_; 

l)t:; ·c.1~~11 ~1;,:'.: ')\j -~' 

j;_ J ' ~ LJ I _,J;::'.: ~ , ~ \ 
,., ,... ,... -:;:; 0 

~L;;.~J -~~~~ 

Commentary: This Hadfth has already been mentioned. Refer to the commentary 

on Hadfth No. 479. 

575. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .&1 ~; 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah m 
said, "It is the duty of a Muslim who 
has something which is to be given as a 

bequest not to have it for two nights 
without executing a written will." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In the narration of Muslim it is 
narrated as 'three nights'. Ibn 'Umar 

~ ..ii i ~ ; said: Since I heard the 
Messenger of Allah say this, I have 
never spent a night without having my 
will with me. 

, 
;0;1 _;;. ~ )) 

l ~ - • !)) 

J;- ..:.,~ ~ 
Jt.; ~ 

,,, , .,, .... ,.. 

.iii J_?~ ~ £ a:J 
;;; ,., \ 

. ~ 1 t.,?+s:1 'll ~) 
Commentary: The emphasis of Messenger of Allah ~ on the necessity of making a 

last will shows that man has no knowledge of the time of his death. It is necessary for 

the rich that they should keep with them a testament so as to leave their affairs settled 

after their death and to ward off any untoward situation with regard to the distribution 

of their property among their inheritors. 

576. Anas =- .& 1 ~ ; reported: The 
Prophet ~ drew a few lines and said, 
"One of them represents man and 
another indicates death; and a man 

: J L; ~ ..iii (ri'J ';'_J :_;:, -OVi 
,.. \ ,..,.. .,,, J, J, ,,,. ;;; ,,, 

1h11 : Jw l1 _,.6:- ~ ~I k> 

; I~~"; -~1 1l,;,J -~~~I 
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65- REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

continues like this until the nearest line 
(i.e., death) overtakes him." [Al-Bu­

khari] 

Death 

Man EJ 
Desires 

577. lbn Mas'ud ..:.s. .iii ~J reported: 
The Prophet ~ drew up a square and 
in the middle of it he drew a line, the 

end of which jutted out beyond the 
square. Further across the middle line, 
he drew a number of smaller lines. 
Then he (~ ) said, "The figure 
represents man and the encircling 

square is the death which is encom­
passing him. The middle line repre­
sents his desires and the smaller lines 
are vicissitudes of life. If one of those 
misses him, another distresses him, 
and if that one misses him, he falls 

victim to another." [Al-Bukhari] 

Calamities or misfortunes of life 

Desires 

Man 

~1_:;_:; ((~_)\11 .k.:J1 ~~ 1t ilJls­
·l?-::' WI 

~ .iii ~ _:; ::~ 01 .j-.:i - OVV 

-~; u.;. ~ ~\ 1;. :JL; 

-~ t;. ~ .k..::, ' i\ . ~ 1;_ , ·-3 , .J-' LI, J 

I.ii J,1 1•~ lk1J. k:- ' 
0 J , J 

0 

~G:-- ~ ~j.ll 

Jj Ji - ..., ~ ~\ 1-iij 

:&~ , , ,; 

1-iiJ 1 t_;.\ ill Y' l? , - ..., 
,... J ,,,.J o I , , , 

:~~\ ..6...6.;..J\ ~~J -~1 

~ , \,ii ~lb-\ 0~ -~1~\11 
(( I.ii ~ I.ii ~lb-\ 0µ , I.ii 

Commentary: This means that human life is perpetually exposed to mishaps. If man 

escapes one mishap, he comes across the other one. His life is spent in a continuous 

struggle against tackling the hostile situations. Besides, his life remains entangled in 

unending hopes and wishes which are never fulfilled and finally he slips into the iron­

grip of death. To sum up, man is ever closer to the border line of death and not 

supposed to remain unprepared for it. There is no end to wishful thinking and, 

therefore, he should not adopt a careless attitude towards the inescapable death in the 

pursuit of illusory hopes. The best course for him is to remain ever-ready for his exit 

from the worldly stage. 
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578. Abu Hurairah ,,___;,_J, .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Hasten to do good deeds before you 
are overtaken by one of the seven 
afflictions." Then (giving a warning) he 
said, "Are you waiting for poverty 
which will make you unmindful of 
devotion, or prosperity which will 
make you corrupt, or a disease which 
will disable you, or senility which will 
make you mentally unstable, or sudden 
death which will take you all of a 
sudden, or Ad-Dajjfzl who is the worst 
expected, or the Hour; and the Hour 
will be most grievous and most bitter." 
[At-Tirmidhf] 

~ 41 ~J ~;.; ) :.F, - OVA 

1_,~:?~n : JlJ ~ 41 J~'j 0\ 

~l 0_,~v~ ~ -~ ~~½~ 
jl 

jl • 1·12 ~_; j1 

~ .J~lJ1 _,I 
J / t 
d.? L.:J I_:; d.? L.:J I -! I 

: Jl.i_, ~~_;JI ;1_,'j 

- ,, 
, IJ.......A.o w.; 
.I~ l;', 

.Y' 

'~\;~~ ~~ . 
(( ! ~~1_:; _:;;l 

. . :r-;.. ~~ 

Commentary: The Hadith focuses on seven things which hold back man from the 

virtuous path. Taking in consideration the turning health and the brief span of life to 

his account, he is, therefore, apt to gather up good deeds for the Hereafter because an 

untoward situation may confront him any moment and render him unable to do good 

things to his benefit in the otherworldly life. 

579. Abu Hurairah ,,___;,_J, .&1 ~ ) .Jil JyJ JL; : Jli ~_, - oV\ 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Remember more often the destroyer 

of pleasures - death." [At-Tirmidhf] 

11 s-, I.ill I ,i➔ \..I. 
:Jl.i_, ~~_;JI 

Commentary: Being heedful and talking about death checks man from being lost in 

the worldly pleasures and seductions. We are, therefore, supposed to remember death 

frequently and to avoid remaining indifferent to post-death affairs and occurrences. 

580. Ubayy bin Ka'b ~ .& 1 ~) 41 ~'j ~ J. ) :J-_, - 01\• 
reported: When one-third of the night · •. , ·. ·, , , 

w_ - ~ 1~1_ ~ <lll J....::,.J 0lS :~ would pass, Messenger of Allah ~ . .,, 
-- ;:." ,. ,., 

would get up and call out, "O people, ~I ~n : J ili f L; , J..U I G.t 
remember Allah. The Rfzjifah (i.e., the . , , , 

s-,.:~ ,<lll 1.,~~I ! ✓LJI 

[ 
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65- REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

first Blowing of the Trumpet which will 
shake the whole universe and thus 
cause all life to cease) has come, 
followed by Ar-Radifah (i.e., the sec­
ond Blowing of the Trumpet which will 
restore life and thus mark the Resur­
rection Day). Death has approached 
with all that it comprises. Death has 
approached with all that it comprises." 

I said: "O Messenger of Allah ~, I 
frequently invoke Allah to elevate your 

rank. How much of my supplications 
should I devote to you?" He said, 
"You may devote as much as you 
wish." When I suggested a quarter, 
he said, "Do whatever you wish, but it 

will be better for you if you increase 
it." I suggested half, and he said, "Do 
whatever you wish, but it will be better 
for you if you increase." I suggested 
two-thirds, and he said, "Do whatever 
you wish but it will be better for you if 
you increase it." I said, "Shall I devote 

all my supplications invoking Allah to 
elevate your rank?" He said, "Then 
you will be freed from your worries 
and your sins will be forgiven." [At-

Tirmidhi] 

J, , J , 

.:\.~ ,:U~l_:;..ll ~ 
J, , 

-~1_:;..ll 

½ .;.;µ1 .:~ -~ ½ .;.;µ1 
O ! ~ _., j, OJ 

J •< I . I J, I J J , I' ~ I: . 
_r,:-' '-I~ ..., .r" J ~ : -.::...i., ((~ 

~-i.Ll ~t ~-~~~I 

u~j ~~ 

~~~ 

:Jli ~..;,,~ 

\; ll : J Ii ~~~I 

J, OJ, _., ., 

: -.::..Jj ((~ 

J OJ 

: -.:.Jj 

:Jli 

Commentary: The Qur'an exactly corroborates what has been stated in this Hadfth. 

There will be two soundings of the Trumpet. The first will throw the earth and 

mountains into tremendous convulsions, annihilating all life and disrupting the entire 
physical structure of the universe. The second - after an indefinite period of time 
known to Allah Alone - will mark the Resurrection Day and bring forth the whole 
scenario of the Last Judgement. Messenger of Allah ~ has invited the attention of 
mankind to the horrendous ordeal awaiting it in the Last Hour. Besides, this Hadfth 

urges the believers to send the maximum greetings to Messenger of Allah ~ - It also 
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highlights the excellence of such an invocation. The Qur'an itself makes this demand 

to the believers: 

"Allah sends His Salat (Graces, Honours, Blessings, Mercy) on the Prophet 

(Muhammad m), and also His angels (ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you 

who believe! Send your Salat on (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad m ), and (you 

should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of greeting ( salutation, i.e., As-salamu 

'alaikum )." (33:56). 

CHAPTER 66 

DESIRABILITY OF VISITING 

GRAVES FOR MEN, AND WHAT 

THEY SHOULD SAY 

581. Buraidah ~ .ii i ~J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "(In the 

past) I forbade you from visiting 

graves, but visit them now." 

In another narration Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "Whoever wants to visit 

a graveyard, let him do so, because it 

reminds us of the Hereafter." [Muslim] 

,~'.5)) :~ 41)\ 

i1~J~J) 1..,;JI 

Commentary: The visit to the graves is not only recommendable from a theological 

point of view but, in the light of the Prophetic saying, it is also compulsory and binding. 

However, at the dawn of Islam it was forbidden due to the apprehension that the 

Muslims might relapse into some wrongdoing by harking back to the pre-Islamic 

memory. But when the Monotheistic Belief took root in their minds and the 
apprehension of pagan echoings evaporated, the ban on visiting the graves was lifted. 

Rather an emphasis was laid on such a visit, so that an overpowering thought of death 

might penetrate a believer's mind as a deterrent force against the promptings of his 

animal self. The believers must remember death and remember that they will be dead 

sooner or later. It has been reported that 'Umar bin Al-Khattiib .:...- .&1 ~ J used to 

address himself thus: "Death suffices to serve as an admonitor, 0 'Umar!" 

582. 'A.ishah ~ .iii ~ J: reported 
Whenever it was her turn to spend with 

Messenger of Allah ~' he used to go 
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to the Baqf' (graveyard in Al-Madinah) 
at the last part of night and say, "May 
you be safe, 0 abode of the believing 
people. What you have been promised 
has come to you. You are tarried till 
tomorrow and certainly we shall follow 
you if Allah wills. 0 Allah, forgive the 
inmates of the Baqf'-al-Gharqad." 

[Muslim] 

~ 41 .:G 0l ~0 -~~~ 
tf. ~½ .:#1 !~\ -~A-'] 
, , 

Commentary: The example of Messenger of Allah ~ shows that it is right to visit 

the graves even at night. But the visitor is required to pray the Prophetic prayer there 

as it invokes Divine blessing on and pardon to the dead. It may be emphasized here 

that to greet the dead is a prayer for them. It is not necessary that they should hear it 

and also respond to it. Allah has the power to make them hear it, too. But ours should 

not be the belief that the dead do hear and reply. The exact position is known to Allah 

Alone. We are only supposed to follow the example of Messenger of Allah ~ and say 

the greeting and prayer as mentioned above. 

583. Buraidah =- .iii ~ -> reported: 
The Prophet ~ used to teach them 
(i.e., the Companions) whenever they 
came out to visit the graveyard to say: 
"As-salamu 'alaikum ahlad-diyyari min­
al-Mu 'minfna wal-Muslimfna, wa inna 

in sha' Allahu bikum lahiqCtn. As'alul­

laha Lana wa-lakumul- 'afiyyah (May 
you be safe, 0 inmates of the abodes 
of the believers and the Muslims, and 
if Allah pleases, we shall follow you, 
we pray to Allah for well-being for 
ourselves and for you)." [Muslim] 

, -;: -;: ,., , ,., , ,, 

Jt.:.I ,0* '1 ~ 41 .:L; 

. r-L- ~\)) ((~~\ ~j 

Commentary: This Hadith has a provision for a believer to visit the graveyard and 

to pray for his dead relatives, because the prayer of the living benefits the departed 

souls. 
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584. lbn 'Abbas 1 , 1 · <- .ti ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
passed by the graves at Al-Madinah. 
He turned his face towards them and 
said, "May you be granted safety, 0 
inmates of the graves. May Allah 
forgive us and you. You have pre­
ceded us, and we are to follow." [At­

Tirmidhi] 

Commentary: Imam At-Tirmidhi considers it as a credible Hadfth and Imam An­

Nawawi has also reduced it to writing without 'ifs' and 'buts'. However, Shaikh Al­

Albani calls it undependable from the viewpoint of the chain of reporters. For a 

detailed study, one may refer to Ahkam Al-Jana'iz by Al-Albani, page 197 . 

CHAPTER 67 

ABOMINATION OF LONGING 

FOR DEATH 

585. Abu Hurairah ~ .t i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"None of you should wish for death. If 
he is righteous, perhaps he may add to 
(his) good works, and if he is a sinner, 
possibly he may repent (in case he is 
given a longer life)." [Al-Bukhari] 

In Muslim, Abu Hurairah ;.;.&- .t i ~ J 

reported : Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Let none of you wish for death, nor 
he ask for it before it comes to him, 
because when he dies, his actions will 
be terminated; certainly the age of a 

..:.,_,jl J_..; AAI_,$ ~~ -"IV 

~ v"'4 ~J -~ JJ _:..;, ~ 
lf...ul J ~I ..J_,;J 

' , 
~ 'iH :J L; ~ .ii i ~_,..'..J :_;. ~ 

~ ~ ~ t_~ 'JJ -~~I r-5j;_f 
-~ ~1 ~~ ,;1 ~l ~~l ~1 
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(true) believer does not add but good." 

Commentary: This Hadith forbids a believer to wish for his death as the longevity of 

his age suits him by all means. The longer he lives, the greater degree of progress will 

he make in virtues pursuits. And in case he infringes upon the Shari'ah rules, he may 

perhaps incline towards penitence. A believer should, therefore, consider his life as a 

boon and try his utmost to do good things. 

586. Anas bin Malik ....:.....- .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Let none of you wish for death on 
account of an affliction that befalls 
him. If he has no alternative, let him 
pray: 'Allahumma ahyine ma kanatil­

hayatu khairan If, wa tawaff ani idha 

kanatil-wafatu khairan If (0 Allah! 
Give my life so long as the life is 
good for me, and take away my life if 
death is good for me)' ." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

,... ,.,. ,. ,... ,, 

:;:~:! :In :~ .&1 J_.?J JL; 

0l5 ~~ ~L.;,,\ ~ .sj.J1 r-5~\ 
· ' \ ~ l l : '1~,;~ , ~\j ~ '] 
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-.;; ,... ,,, ,. 0 ,... ,,. 

•• , _, ' I I". owl ..:.,..;l5 c; '-F .YJ ~ r. - , 
,... ., ,.,. 0 ,... _., 

~ \.I I~ o\j_,.)1 ~l5 l~l 
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Commentary: Here, too, a believer has been prevented from wishing for death. 

Because it betrays that he is far from agreeing to what Allah wills or has ordained. If at 

all his wishing becomes intense and indispensable under the pressure of circumstances, 

he should pray in the Prophetic words mentioned in the Hadith above. 

587. Qais bin Abu Hazim,:..&, .iii cr"J 
reported: I went to visit Khabbab bin 
Aratt ,:..&, .ii I er" J during his illness. He 
had been cauterized in seven places. 
He said: "Our companions who have 
died have left (this world) without 
having enjoyed the pleasures of the 
world (in order to get a great full 

· J L; · t;. f · .~ : ,, - o ,W . ,i-! ~ <I ,r:' :./'J 

Cri' J .:., J \r I 0 '": ~ J;, ci;_; 

~ -Sj.:51 ~J ~; yi ~ .&1 

: .Ui C~\ ~I : Jl.i; 0\.:5 
r..)":. , • " - -

.t.):u1 r ~ :s~ r3J , I~ 1;L 
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reward in the Hereafter) while we have 

amassed wealth exceeding our needs 
for which there is no place to keep 
except in the earth. Had Messenger of 

Allah ~ not prohibited us from 
longing for death, I would have 
prayed for it." Then we visited him 
again and he was building a wall. He 
said: "There is a reward in store for a 
Muslim in respect of everything on 
which he spends except for something 
he places in the earth (i.e., something 
exceeding our needs or essentials)." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~f C~ ~ ~I ~f '1:,JJ ~1)1 

~~f ~ . ~ .S~:J ~r-1½ yri 
j t,L t;. . o,, ,, ~ -- -- ~ f ! ~ --

- , '-F=- r.J ,.s__;:,- •_r" 

: Jili 
. ,f, 0 , • 

,-1 ~ ;~ 
. '11 >!.,, ~ 

,-1 , ~ ;~ 

.63 1:J._, -~ ~ ·'-:-'1)1 I.ii 

Commentary: This Hadfth forbids a believer to wish for his death as the longevity of 

his age suits him by all means. The longer he lives, the greater degree of progress he 

will make in the pursuit of virtues. And in case he infringes upon the Shari'ah rules, he 

may perhaps incline towards penitence. A believer should, therefore, consider his life 

as a boon and try his utmost to do good things. 
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CHAPTER 68 

LEADING AN ABSTEMIOUS LIFE AND 

REFRAINING FROM THE DOUBTFUL 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
" ... you counted it a little thing, while 

with Allah it was very great." (24:15) 
''Verily, your Rubb is Ever Watchful 

(over them)." (89:14) 

588. An-Nu'man bin Bashir .iii ~ J 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "What is lawful is clear and what 
is unlawful is clear, but between them 
are certain doubtful things which many 
people do not know. So he who guards 
against doubtful things keeps his 
religion and his honour blameless. 
But he who falls into doubtful things 
falls into that which is unlawful, just as 

a shepherd who grazes his cattle in the 
vicinity of a pasture declared prohib­
ited (by the king); he is likely to stray 
into the pasture. Mind you, every king 
has a protected pasture and Allah's 
involved limits is that which He has 
declared unlawful. Verily, there is a 
piece of flesh in the body, if it is 
healthy, the whole body is healthy, and 
if it is corrupt, the whole body is 
corrupt. Verily, it is the heart." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: There are such meeting-points between what is permissible and what 

is not permissible in the matter of religion of which the majority of people are 
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ignorant. If man abstains from them, it means that he is keeping his duty to Allah. Yet, 

if he is involved in them without caring for what is allowable or unallowable, he may be 

supposed to have outstepped the Divine limits. Businessmen and traders are 

particularly warned here to avoid things of dubious nature and are urged to adopt 

only that pattern which is lawful. Another important point underlying this Hadith 

concerns the heart. Its purity or impurity directly affects the human conduct in a good 

or bad way. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary to cleanse the heart of all wiles and 

impurities, and this is not possible without sound Faith and consciousness of Allah . 

589. Anas bin Malik -..;...s, .ii i ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ found a dry 
date-fruit lying in the way and said, 
"Had it not been for fear of being from 
charity I would have eaten it." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

~f ~ .Ji 1 ~ 1 if :.F, - oA\ 
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Commentary: As Sadaqah and Zakat were forbidden to Messenger of Allah * and 

the members of his family, he avoided to eat the date-fruit he had found in the way 

because he was not sure about the allowability of its nature. It is a lesson for a Muslim 

that he should stay away from a thing when he doubts its lawful aspect. The previous 

Hadith also confirms this view. Moreover, we come to know that the use of an 

insignificant thing found in the way is not forbidden . Similarly, one is permitted to pick 

up an eatable thing - provided it is not dubious - and eat it because it involves both 

humility and regard for a blessing. 

590. An-Nawwas bin Sam'an ..ti ~ J 

~ reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Piety is good manner, and sin is that 
which creates doubt and you do not 
like people to know of it." [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Islam lays much importance on courteous behaviour and also 

explains and stresses its different aspects. To meet people cheerfully, to avoid causing 

trouble to them, rather to try to make things convenient and comfortable to them, to 

do social service, to extend co-operation to others in good things and to be generous, 

and to like for others also that you like for yourself, are all forms of moral behaviour 

that are counted as virtues in Islam. All that is bad and vicious is considered by Islam 

as sinful. This Hadfth describes two signs of a sin. First, man should feel scruples in 

committing it. Second, one does not like others being informed about it. The Hadith 

further tells us that human nature leads man to correct conclusions and keeps him 

away from evils, provided it has not been deformed by the environment and bad 

company. 

591. Wabisah bin Ma'bad -:.s- 41 ~ J 

reported: I went to Messenger of Allah 
~ and he asked me, "Have you come 
to inquire about piety?" I replied in 
the affirmative. Then he said, "Ask 

your heart regarding it. Piety is that 
which contents the soul and comforts 
the heart, and sin is that which causes 
doubts and perturbs the heart, even if 
people pronounce it lawful and give 
you verdicts on such matters again and 
again." [Ahmad and Ad-D12mzi'] 
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Commentary: There are two points about this Hadfth. First, it is one of the miracles 

of Messenger of Allah ~ who discovered the nature of the question before it was put to 

him. Second, man's heart is the biggest guide to him and he, therefore, should keep his 

heart illuminated with the light of Faith so as to continue receiving guidance from it. 

592. 'Uqbah bin Al-Harith -:.s- 4 1 ~ ) 

reported that he had married a 
daughter of Abu Ihab bin 'Aziz and a 
woman came to him and said she had 
suckled both 'Uqbah and the woman 

A - ~).:,..;. ~i :;.) -04,Y 
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whom he had married, to which he 
replied: "I am not aware that you 
suckled me, and you did not inform 

me." So he ('Uqbah) rode to Messen­
ger of Allah ~ in Al-Madinah and put 
the matter before him. The Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "How can you 
continue (to be her husband) after 

what you have been told?" 'Uqbah ~ J 

= .ii I therefore divorced her and she 
married another man. [Al-Bukhari] 

J 1., ~ ,.:.,; ... ::) :J J l : '2.J ili 
~ :~ 4-) Jili d~ c_~) :J 

.. ,-q ,r __ , ,_,1d1:I~1 
' '-F-~ J ~ j , ,-

-~ +J ~ ~ .&1 ~r") Jt ~) 
: ~ .&1 J_,..:.) Jw , ;Jf,; 
~ ~)Ll_; l(!f~ .'.J_, ,~II 

· L,S)w1 ;1_,) . ~~ L:;. Jj ~ -' 

~ 1 -M «::,,_p,J ,;_;.Ji A «..::,~p, 

·'J~L,:SI;,) 

Commentary: Opinions differ about the evidence of a woman. But it is so about 

financial matters and Hudud (punishments) and Qisas (retaliation in punishment) . For 

example, regarding the first , the Qur'an says that the evidence of two women is equal 

to that of one man. Similarly, the 'Ulama' have not trusted the evidence of a woman 

about matters concerning Hudud and Qisas, rather they have considered in this 

connection, the evidence of man indispensable. However, they are all unanimous in 

accepting the evidence of even a single woman in matters of which men are 

uninformed. These, for instance, include the problems of a child's birth and its 

legitimacy and the weak points of women. And the argument is supported by this 

Hadith . When the woman gave evidence that she had suckled both the husband and 

the wife and was the foster-mother of the two, they separated from each other. Also, 

Messenger of Allah ~ declared their wedlock untenable. The Hadfth urges us to 

dispense with what is doubtful in order to be on the safe side in matters of religion. 

593. Hasan bin 'Ali ~ .iii ~J .iii ~J ~ .:.r. ?\ ✓-' - 04.r' 
reported: I have retained these words 
of Messenger of Allah ~ . "Leave what 
causes you doubt and turn to what 
does not cause you doubt. " [At­

Tirmidhi] 
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68- LEADING AN ABSTEMIOUS LIFE 

Commentary: This Hadith, as also mentioned previously, urges a believer to give up 

what appears to him doubtful. 

594. 'A..ishah Lp- <iii ~ J reported: 
Abu Bakr ,;,s. ,ui 1 ~ J had a slave who 
brought him his earnings and Abu 

Bakr ,;,s. ,ui l ~J would eat from it. 
One day he brought him something 

and when Abu Bakr ,;,s. ,ui 1 ~ J had 
eaten some of it, the slave asked him 
whether he knew where he had got 

that (food) from, Abu Bakr ,;,s. ,uil ~ J 

asked what it was, and he replied: I 
acted as a soothsayer for a man in the 
pre-Islamic period, and not being good 
at it, I deceived him; today he met me 
and he rewarded me for that soothsay­
ing what you have eaten. Abu Bakr 

,;,s. ..ii i ~ J put his hand in his mouth 
and vomited up all that he had eaten. 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: Soothsaying was prevalent in the pre-Islamic Arab society. Islam 

brought an end to it and declared its income unlawful. That was the reason when Abil 

Bakr='"' ' ~ ; came to know that what he had eaten had been accrued to the slave 

from soothsaying, he vomited it up. The incident reflected his extreme continence and 

aversion to pagan customs and propensities. 
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595. Nafi' ;.;s, .iii ._,..;,J reported: 'Umar 
bin Al-Khattab ;.;s, .ii i ._,..;,) fixed the 

payment amounting to four thousand 
dirhams for each of the early Emi­
grants, but for his son, he fixed only 
three thousand five hundred. He was 
asked: "He is also an ( early) Emigrant, 
why have you fixed a lesser sum for 
him?" He said: "It was his father who 
took him along with him. He is not like 
one who emigrated by himself." [A/­

Bukhari] 

.,; ',1\ ~ )Lj ~ ',1 ~ :,.J J 

~ ~ : ,J J:-o • ~ ~ J 
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Commentary: This Hadith throws light on 'Umar's fairness, fear of Allah, 

uprightness and sense of custodianship. The annual allowance which he got fixed 

from the treasury for his son was five hundred dirhams less than that given to other 

Muhiijirun. His plea was that since the recipient had migrated to Al-Madinah 

accompanied by his parents, his grade should have been less as compared to those 

Muhiijirun who had emigrated voluntarily. 

596. 'Atiyyah bin 'Urwah As-Sa'di 

~ .iii ~ J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "No one will attain 
complete righteousness until he aban­
dons (certain) unobjectionable (but 
doubtful) things so as to remain on 
his guard against something objection­
able." 

[At-Tinnidhf] 
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69- DESIRABILITY OF SECLUSION 

CHAPTER 69 

DESIRABILilY OF SECLUSION AT 

TIMES OF CORRUPTION COMMITTED 

BY THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"So flee to Allah (from His Torment 

to His Mercy - Islamic Monotheism), 
verily, I (Muhammad ;\!) am a plain 

warner to you from Him." (51:50) 

597. Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas =- .& 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ;\! said, 

"Allah loves a slave who is pious, free 

of all wants and the unnoticed. " 

[Muslim] 
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Commentary: Isolation, according to this Hadith, is recommendable for the 

obedience and worship of Allah. It is particularly approved when the prevalent 

corruption and social intercourse endanger religion, or its implementation looks no 

more feasible. 

598. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri =- .& 1 ~ J 

reported: Someone asked Messenger 

of Allah ;\!: "Who is the best man?" 

He (;\!) answered, "A believer who 

strives in the Cause of Allah with his 

life and his wealth." The man asked: 

"Who is the next?" He said, "One who 

retires into a narrow valley and wor-
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ships his Rubb." 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "One who fears Allah 
and safeguards people against his own 
mischief." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: Here Jihad is counted as the supreme virtue and next to it comes the 

superiority of a man who takes to seclusion with this intention that he will worship 

Allah and keep away the evil of his animal self from the people. 

599. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri .:.s- .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The best possession of a Muslim will 
be a herd of sheep with which he 
retires to the top of a mountain or 
places where rain is expected to fall 
(pastures) so as to safeguard with his 
faith from tribulation." [Al-Bukhari] 

· L?}~I ;IJJ II~\ ~ 
_ L,;,')l.i. ( : i~~\ ~ ))J 

Commentary: At a certain period of history, says the Hadith , the virus of moral 

corruption will spread among people so perilously and so widely that, while living 

amongst them, one will hardly be able to save his religion. In such circumstances, there 

will be no other alternative than to escape from cities to save religion. Today, moral 

crisis faces the Islamic countries. The result is that the grip of religion over people is 

loosening day by day, rather they are constantly suffering the loss of religious values 

and principles. No wonder the work of the establishment and practice of religion is 

becoming more and more trying for the religious-minded people. 

600. Abu Hurairah <>.....:,_J, .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Every Prophet has tended sheep". He 
was asked: "And did you?" He replied, 
"Yes, I tended them for a few carats 
for the Makkans." [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: The Prophet ~ used to graze the sheep of Makkans for a few carats 

(a carat is one-twentieth, or a bit more, of a dinar). This practice was indeed a Divine 

training for the Prophets so that it might be easier for them to deal with humans and 

forbear afflictions which came to them from men. A shepherd indeed needs greater 

patience and forbearance to look after his herd. This practice proved useful to the 

Prophets. Moreover, this Hadith is suggestive of the adoption of a lawful occupation, 

no matter how people may look askance at it. That was the reason why the Prophets 

took such occupations. 

601 Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The best of people is a man who is 

holding his horse's rein in the way of 

Allah (in Jihad) and is galloping 

towards the place wherever he hears a 

call for war or detects a note of danger; 

he goes on proceeding, seeking martyr­

dom or death wherever it is expected. 

And a man who retires with some sheep 

in a mountainside or a valley. He 

performs Sa/at regularly and pays the 

Zakat, continues worshipping his Rubb, 

till death overtakes him. He does not 

interfere in the affairs of the people 

except for betterment. " [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Herein two types of men have been counted as the best of all. First, 
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such man who remains engaged in the preparation for Jihad, being ever-ready for it. 

Second is the man who flees townships and takes shelters in a mountain or jungle, 

living on a few sheep; the motive behind his shift is the preservation and practice of his 

Faith and religion. 

CHAPTER 70 

EXCELLENCE OF MIXING 

WITH PEOPLE AND ATTENDING 

THEIR SOCIAL ACTMTIES 

Imam An-Nawawi says: Remember! 
Mixing with people in the way I have 
mentioned earlier is most desirable. 
This was the way of Messenger of 

Allah ~ and other Prophets of Allah, 
the Righteous Caliphs~ .iii~,;, the 
followers of the Companions, scholars 
and pious people. The majority of the 
followers of the Companions and their 
followers adopted it. Imam Ash-Sha­
fi'i, Imam Ahmad and the majority of 
other jurists followed it. 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Help you one another in Al-Birr 
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and At-Taqwa (virtue, righteousness 
and piety)." (5:2) 

The Quranic Verses on the subject 
are many and well-known. 

CHAPTER 71 

MODESTY AND COURTESY 

TOWARDS THE BELIEVERS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And be kind and humble to the 

believers who follow you." (26:215) 

"0 you who believe! Whoever from 

among you turns back from his 

religion (Islam), Allah will bring a 

people whom He will love and they will 

love Him; humble towards the believ­

ers, stern towards the disbelievers." 

(5:54) 

"0 mankind! We have created you 

from a male and a female, and made 

you into nations and tribes, that you 

may know one another. Verily, the 

most honourable of you with Allah is 
that (believer) who has At-Taqwa [he 

is one of the Muttaqun (the pious)]." 

(49:13) 

"So ascribe not purity to yourselves. 

He knows best him who fears Allah 

and keeps his duty to Him [i.e., those 

who are Al-Muttaqun (the pious)]." 

(53:32) 

"And the men on Al-A 'raj (the wall) 

will call unto the men whom they 

would recognise by their marks, say-
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ing: 'Of what benefit to you were your 
great numbers (and hoards of wealth), 
and your arrogance (against Faith)?' 
Are they those, of whom you swore 
that Allah would never show them 
mercy. (Behold! It has been said to 
them): 'Enter Jannah, no fear shall be 
on you, nor shall you grieve."' 
(7:48,49) 

602. 'Iyad bin Himar ...:,._s, .iii ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah has revealed to me that you 

should humble yourselves to one 
another. One should neither hold 
himself above another nor transgress 
against another." [Muslim] 

;;; j, ,,,. 
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Commentary: To treat each other humbly, leniently and lovingly is understood as 

humility. One, under this principle, is also required not to despise anybody on the basis 

of wealth, social distinction and lineage. Moreover, one should also not adopt an 

unkind attitude towards others. Besides, if Allah has bestowed honour on somebody, 

he is supposed to be grateful to Him, instead of behaving disrespectfully towards 

people and subjecting them to unkindness and tyranny. 

603. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Wealth does not diminish by giving 
Sadaqah (charity). Allah augments the 
honour of one who forgives; and one 
who serves another seeking the plea­
sure of Allah, Allah will exalt him in 
ranks. " [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Apparently giving in Sadaqah (charity) decreases wealth, but Allah 

fairly compensates an almsgiver by increasing his wealth. Otherwise, he is sure to 
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receive the best recompense in the Hereafter which will make good his loss. Or, Allah 

blesses the rest of his wealth in such a way that the sense of loss is removed from his 

mind. As for a lenient and humble attitude, it is sometimes mistaken by man for his 

humiliation. But Messenger of Allah ~ calls such an impression as erroneous. Indeed, 

humility increases his honour and dignity. And as regards the Hereafter, the best 

reward is bound to accrue to him when he will be blessed with spiritual heights. 

604. Anas ~ 41 ~ J passed by some 
children and greeted them (by saying 
As-salamu 'alaikum to them). Then he 
said: The Prophet ~ used to do the 
same. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: To greet (saying As-sa/amu 'alaikum) small children is an excellent 

expression of humbleness. Similarly, a believer is under obligation to greet his wife and 

children while entering his home, and this will be a sign of his humbleness as well. 

Besides, he is also supposed to greet his subordinates, servants and other lowly people. 

Escape from it is an indication of pride and arrogance and shows a deviation from the 

practice of the Prophet ~ which is enough to incur the displeasure of Allah. 

605. Anas bin Malik ...:.Jo 41 ~ J 

reported: A slave-girl of Al-Madinah 

would take hold of the hand of the 
Prophet ~ and take him wherever she 
desired. [Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth throws light on the sublime courtesy and unique 

humbleness of Messenger of Allah ~ as well as his passion to meet the wants of the 

needy. It provides all the Muslims with a worth-emulating example. The Hadith does 

not mean that the slave-girl would actually touch the Prophet's hands, but that he 

would show humbleness to all kinds of people, be they young or old, rich or poor, men 

or women. 

606. Al-Aswad bin Yazid ~ 41 ~ J 

reported: 'A.ishah t+:....- 41 ~ J was 
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asked: "What did Messenger of Allah 
~ used to do inside his house?" She 
answered: "He used to keep himself 
busy helping members of his family, 
and when it was the time for Salat (the 
prayer), he would get up for prayer." 
[Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: Here too, we are informed about the extreme humbleness of 

Messenger of Allah ~ - Many a man deems his insult and indignity to extend his co­

operation to woman in household affairs. This is against the practice of Messenger of 

Allah ~- To co-operate with woman in doing domestic things is a Sunnah and man 

should not feel complex in it. However, an excessive interest in domestic engagements 

which makes one indifferent to Sa/flt is not desirable. Rather, one is supposed to give 

up all domestic engagements when it is time to offer Sa/flt and be ready for it. 

607. Tamim bin Usaid ~ .iii ~J 

reported: I came to Messenger of 
Allah ~ while he was delivering a 
Khutbah and said: "O Messenger of 
Allah, a stranger (meaning himself) 
has come to inquire about his Deen. 

He is quite ignorant about his Deen." 

Messenger of Allah ~ interrupted his 
Khutbah and turned to me. Then a 
chair was brought for him and he sat 
on it. He started instructing me what 
Allah had taught him. Then he 
resumed his Khutbah and completed 
it. [Muslim] 

J~ ;~ ~; ~J • .&I J_?J 
't'_;!f n_:~ ., I' ', ,1 ' ' 
(.;. '-' ' .....,.., \,0 ~j~ ) ~~ ,y, 

~~-L.: !l)J -~ .&1 J.?J :.)s-
, {, ,., 0 

' '< ·\j , '". I j_ 21 . ~ '0..r"';, ~ l..f: .__._,_ .... 

~ ~ ~j -~ J;~ 

~t . ~~-L.: Jt ~ . .&I ~ 

. r-1-4 ;1_;~ . t;?T 

Commentary: This Hadith also mirrors, apart from the extreme humbleness of the 

Prophet ~ , his affability and consolation for a traveller as well as the priority which he 

gave to faith and Islamic teachings. Moreover, it reveals that, during the delivery of 
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sermon, if it is needed, the preacher can converse with somebody and also leave the 

pulpit temporarily. 

608. Anas ~ .t i ~ J reported: When 
the Messenger of Allah ~ finished 
eating his food, he would lick his three 
fingers (i.e., the forefinger, the middle 
finger and the thumb). He (~ ) said, 
"If anyone of you drops a morsel, he 
should remove anything harmful from 
it and then eat it. He should not leave 
it for Shaitan." He commanded us to 
clean out the dish saying, "You do not 
know in what portion of your food the 
blessing lies." [Muslim] 

~ \ ~ ..ii I ~ J ~1 d" J - i • A 

~W, js\ l~l 0l5 ~ .Jil Jy,J 
: J Ll _; yLJ I ~ Ll, \ ~ 

J, ,;: J, OJ, _.. _.. 

, r-5' ~ I ~ ~ I~ pl : J u J 

'J_:; d~lSt;J_:; -LS~½I ~ 1£ 
...:,!': .:;\ '' \' ((0lk.'..lu 1~:.j;'_ _rJ , - , 'Y 

0J~ji 'l ~~)) : Jt.; , ~; '.:,~II 

• ~ I ~ ;1-- ((~ --i1 ~ C.W, '\ · r-- ).J r. r-:: '-? -I, 

Commentary: This Hadith also stresses humbleness, simplicity and regard for the 

Blessings of Allah. To be unwilling to pick up a fallen morsel and eat it and to keep 

from cleaning up the dish is the style of arrogant and wealthy people. It displays 

disregard for Allah's Blessing. To eat the fallen morsel after cleaning it and to lick up 

the dish shows, apart from humbleness, regard for the Divine gift. Such an act pleases 

Allah. In it there is another advantageous aspect. Man never knows which is the 

blessed portion of food. When one licks up the dish, or even his fingers, picks up the 

fallen morsel and eats it after cleaning it, nothing will be wasted from the meal. In this 

way, the blessed portion of meal will automatically come to him and he will not remain 

deprived of it. Moreover, the Hadith tells us that Allah's Blessing, in whatever small 

quantity it may be, must not be wasted. Yet unfortunately, as we see today, food is 

wasted like anything in the feasts and marriage ceremonies. Whereas there are 

countless people in the world who do not get enough to eat, and there are many areas 

where people simply starve. May Allah guide us! 

609. Abu Hurairah .___;,__s, .ti ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Every Prophet has tended sheep." 
He was asked: "And did you?" He 

,~ ..iii ~J ~_;.} ~1 d"J -i • °' 
G :&1 ~ \;n : Jli "''"" , "I\ . --; . ~ '-f; <./ 

:~~\ J\J ((~:11 __;,) :Ji 
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replied: "Yes, I tended them for a few 

carats for the Makk.ans." [Al-Bukhari] 
t;li~\ .~~5 

;1.JJ ((~ 1...,1-: 1;._ 
-j r ~ 

· t?/;.)1 

Commentary: This Hadith has already been mentioned earlier, approving of 

secluded life in a peculiar situation. As the same has relevance with humbleness, it is 

repeated in this chapter as well. Indeed, it is the quality of humble people that they 

earn their living by manual labour. 

610. Abu Hurairah ~ ..t1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said: "If I 

am invited to a meal consisting of a 

sheep's foot or shoulder, I would 

respond and I would accept as a gift 
a shoulder or a foot of a sheep." [A/­

Bukhari] 

Commentary: This Hadith brings to our knowledge the humbleness and simplicity 

of Messenger of Allah ~- It serves as an exemplar to us that we should accept the 

simple invitation of a poor man and even an ordinary gift. We must not reject the gift 

owing to its ordinariness and inadequacy. 

611. Anas bin Malik ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ had 

a she-camel called Al-'Adba' which 

would not allow any other camel to 

surpass her. A bedouin came riding his 
camel which outstripped it. The Mus­

lims were much grieved at this. 

Messenger of Allah ~ perceived it 
and said, "It is Allah's Way that he 
lowers whatever raises itself in the 

world. " [Al-Bukhari] 

:Jt.; ~ ..iii ~J 

~\~ )l;i1 ~ ..iii 
-- , J ., ,,,,, ~ J > ,,, 

;L;_; ~ .)l5:; ~ jl -~ ~ 
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0 _.. _, \ _,, _,, 
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~ ~ ,.__,.....- , ~ 

'1 ~\ ..iii J;- .;;.)) : Jili ,;_;'i 

((~:; ~l t;;:UI ~ t~ cf'; 
· l,:S _,) ~I ;1.JJ 

Commentary: This Hadith underlines a Principle of Allah that He never keeps 

anything in the world on the rise eternally. Every rising star has its eventual decline. 
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Individuals and nations apart, this law of nature also applies to animal life. In it is 

embedded Divine wisdom. First, annihilation and fall is the fate of everything. Second, 

lest power and growth should go to man's head, he is warned by being reduced to 

smallness that there exists a Supreme One Who holds sway over all creatures and can 

render the powerful weak and helpless. The bedouin camel-rider resented the 

Companions by overtaking Messenger of Allah ~ , yet he himself did not express his 

resentment. Rather the occasion caused him to explain the Divine wisdom behind it. 

The Hadith also shows the Prophet's humility. 

CHAPI'ER 72 

CONDEMNATION OF PRIDE 

AND SELF-CONCEIT 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"That home of the Hereafter (i.e., 

Jannah), We shall assign to those who 

rebel not against the truth with pride 

and oppression in the land nor do 

mischief by committing crimes. And 

the good end is for the Muttaqun (the 

pious and righteous persons)." (28:83) 

"And walk not on earth with conceit 

and arrogance." (17:37) 

"And turn not your face away from 
men with pride, nor walk in insolence 

through the earth. Verily, Allah likes 

not any arrogant boaster." (31:18) 
"Verily, Qan1n (Korab) was of 

Musa's (Moses) people, but he be­
haved arrogantly towards them. And 
We gave him of the treasures, that of 
which the keys would have been a 
burden to a body of strong men. 
Remember when his people said to 
him: 'Do not exult (with riches, being 
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ungrateful to Allah). Verily, Allah likes 
not those who exult (with riches, being 
ungrateful to Allah ... (up to) ... So We 
caused the earth to swallow him and 
his dwelling place." (28:76-81) 

612. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud ~.ii i ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "He 
who has, in his heart, an ant's weight of 
arrogance will not enter Jannah. " 

Someone said: "A man likes to wear 
beautiful clothes and shoes?" Messen­

ger of Allah * said, "Allah is 
Beautiful, He loves beauty. Arrogance 
means ridiculing and rejecting the 

Truth and despising people." [Muslim] 

.J_,.; Jt [V1 
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Commentary: The Hadith says that a man who has even an iota of pride in his heart 

will be barred from entering Jannah . The Hadith word used for the smallest amount 

means in Arabic either the smallest ant or the particle which is radiated by sun-rays 

and seen through a wall-chink. Obviously, such a particle has almost a non-existent 

amount, but even this much is disapproved by Allah. If pride incites a man to deny the 

existence of Allah and His Revelation, he is sure to be thrown into Hell. He also faces 

Divine displeasure and the danger of infernal fire if mere consideration of riches, 

physical beauty, social and intellectual prominence and family status makes him proud 

and self-conceited and he looks down upon others, or persists in the denial of Truth. 

First he will receive punishment and only then will be admitted into Jannah . A good 

dress, however, is not counted the sign of pride. 

613. Salamah bin Al-Akwa' .Ji l ~J 

~ reported: A man ate in the presence 

of Messenger of Allah * with his left 
hand. He * said, "Eat with your right 
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hand." He said: "I cannot." Thereupon 
he (the Prophet ,)!) said, "May you 
never be able to do that." It was 
arrogance that prevented him from 
doing it, and he could not raise it (the 
right hand) up to his mouth afterwards. 

[Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith occurred in chapter 16 concerning the observance of 

Sunnah but is repeated here to identify pride and its detriment and to describe the bad 

end of the arrogant people as we see in it. See the commentary on Hadith No. 160. 

614. Harithah bin Wahab .:s .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Shall I not inform you about the 
inmates of Hell? It is every violent, 
impertinent and proud person." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: Flouting at Divine rules, niggardliness (to keep from spending in the 

way of Allah) and haughtiness are condemnable habits, and those who indulge in them 

will be pushed into Hell. May Allah keep us in His Shelter from it! 

615. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri .:s .iii ~J 

reported: The Prophet ,)! said, "There 
was a dispute between Hell and 
Jannah , and Hell said: 'The haughty 
and proud are in me.' The Jannah said: 
'In me are the weak and the humble.' 
Thereupon Allah, the Exalted, judged 
between them saying: 'You the Jannah 

are My Mercy, and through you I shall 
show mercy to those whom I wish.' 
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(And addressing the Hell) He said: 

'You are My punishment to punish 
whom I wish amongst My slaves, and 
each one of you will have its fill."' 
[Muslim] 

'1, , .,, .,, 

..:,iii ---11.li ~81 -;1µ , tGi 

~ ~ 3 ,tGf ~ ~ 
·r-1--4 ~1.,:; ((\A~ 

Commentary: This Hadith warns us against haughtiness and pride and urges us to 

obseive modesty and humility. Jannah and Hell - two otherworldly phenomena - have 

been called as the manifestations of Allah's Mercy and punishment. True, only the 

Will of Allah prevails everywhere but the decision to send a man either to Jannah or to 

Hell will not be taken capriciously. Rather set Divine rules will be working behind it. 

Allah, will place some people in Jannah due to their good deeds; similarly he will place 

some people in Hell due to their bad deeds. Allah does not wrong anyone. 

616. Abu Hurairah -.....:........ .iii ~ .J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah 
will not look at him who trails his lower 
garment out of pride." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

~ ..ii I ~ J ~ _:;), ~ \ :}-_, - i \ i 
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Commentary: Here Allah's refusal to see an arrogant man means the restraint of 

the flow of His Grace towards him. Instead of Allah's Mercy, His Wrath will smite the 

arrogant. The garment which man wears to cover the lower half of his body is called 

Izlir in Arabic. Hence pyjamas, trousers, Shalwlir and Tahband will be taken as Izlir. 

Messenger of Allah ~ has emphatically said that Izlir should remain above the ankle 

of men as its dragging down signifies arrogance. Indeed it displays the attitude of the 

haughty whose grim fate can be seen in this Hadith . 

617. Abu Hurairah -.....:........ .iii ~ .J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"There are three (types of) people to 
whom Allah will not speak on the Day 
of Resurrection, nor will He purify 
them, nor look at them, and they will 
have a painful punishment. These are: 
An aged man who commits Zina (illicit 
sexual act), a ruler who lies, and a 
proud poor person." [Muslim] 

:~I ~l.li ~J 
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Commentary: Here "will not speak" means He will not say something which will 

please them, not to talk happily and willingly. Adultery is forbidden to everybody, 

whether young or old. But it is more condemnable if an old man commits it, because to 

be guilty of such a detestable act in old age shows that the adulterer has become 

hardened in sin and his heart is free from the fear of Allah. Lying is forbidden to 

everybody. But it is particularly vicious in case of a king or head of state. Since he 

possesses all powers and resources, he has little reason to tell a lie. Hence, if in spite of 

all this he invents a lie, it will betray his vicious mind and lack of God-consciousness. 

Similarly, all humans are prohibited from giving vent to pride and arrogance. But if a 

beggar or destitute, who has no reason to claim dignity and superiority, displays 

arrogance, it will be a convincing proof of his indifference to the fear of Allah and 

Shari'ah rules. From this point of view, his arrogance is more abominable and 

disgusting than that of a wealthy man. 

618. Abu Hurairah ,._;___s, ..ti ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah, the Exalted, says: 'Honour is 
My Izar and Pride is My Cloak. 
Whoever vies with Me regarding one 
of them, shall be tormented."' [Muslim] 

Commentary: According to this Hadith , power and superiority (honour), greatness 

and grandeur are Divine attributes alone. If anybody tries to invest himself with these 

attributes or claims them, it means that he is audacious enough to claim godhood. 

Allah says that it is the result of His sheer Grace to a man if he enjoys these qualities in 

a restricted measure, and he is supposed to be obedient and grateful to Him for that. 

In no manner does it behave him to trumpet his own grandeur and greatness. If 

someone out-steps his limits in this regard, he will get himself into Hell. The Hadith is 

a signal of warning to men that they must not boast of their power and behave 

arrogantly towards their fellow-humans. 

619. Abu Hurairah ,._;___s, ..ti ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"While a man was walking, dressed in 
clothes admiring himself, his hair 
combed, walking haughtily when Allah 
caused the earth to swallow him. Now 
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he will continue to go down in it (as a 
punishment) until the Day of Resurrec­
tion." [Muslim] 

« ~ )) . ~l ~ ; ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith warns us against self-praise and arrogance which may 

pervade our hearts by fine clothes and physical beauty. Instead of adopting a proud 

attitude, we should be sensible enough to thank Allah for these favours and confess 

our servitude to Him. 

620. Salamah bin Al-Akwa' .ii i ~ J 

,;..,, reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Man continues to display haugh­
tiness and arrogance until he is 
recorded among the arrogant and will 
be therefore afflicted with what afflicts 
them." [At-Timzidhi'] 
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Commentary: To adopt the habits and manners of good people is deemed to be 

desirable. But, on the contrary, to take to the bad ways of bad people is considered 

undesirable. A man will ultimately be counted among those people whom he will take 

as a model to emulate, because he is gradually fitted into their framework and 

assimilates all of their qualities. Quite naturally then retribution will be administered 

to him accordingly. 
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Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And verily, you (0 Muhammad ~ ) 

are on an exalted (standard of) 
character." (68:4) 
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"The]annah is prepared for those) ... 
who repress anger, and who pardon 
men." (3:134) 

621. Anas -.:.... .iii ~ _; reported: The 
Messenger of Allah ~ was the best of 
all the people in behaviour. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

622. Anas .,;..s, .iii ~ _; reported: I 
never felt any piece of velvet or silk 
softer than the palm of the Messenger 

of Allah ~ ' nor did I smell any 
fragrance more pleasant than the 

smell of Messenger of Allah ~ - I 
served him for ten years, and he never 

said 'Uff (an expression of disgust) to 
me. He never said 'why did you do 

that? ' for something I had done, nor 
did he ever say 'why did you not do 
such and such' for something I had not 

done. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith reflects the sublime morality of Messenger of Allah that 

he never found faults with the doings of his valet nor did he ever scold him during his 

ten-year-long service. To be sure, this is something unique in human history. May the 

Ummah, too, adopt the refined way of the living of its Prophet ~ -

623. Sa'b bin Jaththamah -.:.... .ii i ~ _; 

reported: I presented a wild ass to 
Messenger of Allah ~ as a gift but he 
returned it to me. When he perceived 
signs of despair on my face, he said, "I 
have declined to accept it because I am 
in the state of Ihram ." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 
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Commentary: As, in the state of /hram, hunting is not allowed to a pilgrim; 

similarly, the meat of the game, killed on his suggestion or instruction, is forbidden to 

him, too. For this reason, Messenger of Allah ~ sent back the gift of the wild ass to his 

Companion. The Hadfth further illustrates that if the recipient has any valid excuse for 

not accepting a gift, he should explain it so that the sender may not feel dejected. It 

may be mentioned here that someAhadfth allow us to eat the meat of a game killed by 

others, whereas this Hadfth shows it is not permissible. The orthodox 'Ulama ', 

however, have attempted to reconcile the two seemingly incompatible sets of Ahadfth 

with each other. According to the first category of Ahadfth, a man, not in the state of 

Ihram who kills a chase and gives a portion of it as a gift to someone who is in Ihram, 

the gift will be permissible to the latter. As for the second category of Ahadith, the 

former kills a game for the latter, or on his suggestion, the man in the state of Ihram 

will be barred from eating it (as mentioned in Fath Al-Bari). Similarly, it will not be 

lawful if the game is sent alive to the man in the state of Ihram with this intention that 

he should himself sacrifice it. The Hadfth under discussion depicts this very situation. 

Imam Bukhari, as we know, has consequently adduced from this Hadfth that if an 

unkilled game, like the wild donkey, is sent as a gift to a man in the state of Ihram, he 

should not accept it. 

624. Nawwas bin Sam'an ~ 4 1 ~ _; 

reported: I asked Messenger of Allah 
~ about virtue and sin, and he said, 
"Virtue is noble behaviour, and sin is 
that which creates doubt and you do 

not like people to know about it." 
[Muslim] 
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Commentary: An important principle enshrined in this Hadfth says that courtesy is 

a virtue, because· a refined mind cultivates good habits, performs good deeds, and 

shuns all that is bad and corrupt. Also, a simple and understandable principle is laid 

down about sin. Man feels the pricking of conscience over every bad deed and is also 

afraid of the reproach of fault-finders, provided he has not reached the lowest point of 

moral depravity. But a seared conscience is least disturbed even by a heinous and 

deadly sin or by public censure. We can understand it by the example of man's 

smelling sense. If it is not dead, man can feel a stink and repugnant odour. But a long 

association with a dung heap robs away one's smelling sense and feeling of refuse. 
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625. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s J. Jr J. ..ii i µ JJ - i r o 
~ .wl ~ J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ did not indulge in loose talk 
nor did he like to listen to it. He used 
to say, "The best of you is the best 
among you in conduct." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth, apart from describing the refined behaviour and 

sublime morality of Messenger of Allah ~, tells us that a person with the highest 

moral sense is in fact the best among people. 

626. Abud-Darda ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Nothing will be heavier on the Day 

of Resurrection in the Scale of the 
believer than good manners. Allah 
hates one who utters foul or coarse 
language." [At-Tirmidhi] 
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Commentary: The most beneficial thing on the Day of Resurrection will be a 

courteous behaviour which will outweigh all good actions. But that will be witnessed in 

case of a believer as there is no question of weighing a non-believer's good actions. 

Allah Himself says in the Qur'an: "So their works are in vain, and on the Day of 

Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them." So will a morally depraved and 

nonsensical man stand unfavoured with Allah, and this will be a sign of his frustration 

and disillusionment in the Hereafter. 

627. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ was 
asked about the deed which will be 
foremost to lead a man to Jannah. He 
replied, "Fear of Allah and the good 

~..iii~) o;; '-if :;:, - irv 
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conduct." Then he was asked about 
indulgence which will admit a man to 
Hell (Fire) and he answered, "The 
tongue and the genitals." [At-Tinnidhi] 

;1}) \::_)IJ ;..J111 : Jli; ' JOI u--81 

. ~ :_,.,.;. ~~ : JliJ ~~).!1 

Commentary: This is also a very comprehensive Hadfth. Fear of Allah really links 

up a man to Him, and moral refinement prevents him from falling short of his duties 

to people. To be sure, adherence to this two-fold practice will cause the entry of a lot 

of people to Jannah. Many a man, on the other hand, has a long, sharp and dangerous 

tongue and this causes him to pour out heretic utterances and indulge in backbiting, 

slandering and abusive and nonsensical talk. All this activity leads to Hell. As for 

genitals, an unwary and unrestrained attitude incites one to indulge in immoral 

pursuits. In both these cases countless people will be led into Hell. For this reason it is 

imperative for everybody to develop Taqwa (consciousness of Allah / fear of Allah ) 

and refined behaviour and shun the wickedness of tongue and genitals so that his life 

in the Hereafter may not be ruined. 

628. Abu Hurairah .....:...J- .ii I c.r"' J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The most perfect man in his faith 

among the believers is the one whose 
behaviour is most excellent; and the 
best of you are those who are the best 
to their wives." [At-Tinnidhi] 

, , 

..iii JyJ Jt.; : Jli ~J -'HA 

L'.:~l ::,.._: ~~\ j-J1n : ~ 
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Commentary: This Hadfth brings into light the corollary of faith and complaisant 

manners. We may put it in this way that the degree of a man's excellent behaviour 

determines the degree of his faith. Or the sublimity of faith calls for the sublimity of 

morals. Similarly, a man who is polite and courteous to his wife will be considered as 

the best. 

629. 'Aishah ~ .li t ~ J reported: I 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ saying: 
"A believer will attain by his good 
behaviour the rank of one who prays ~ , ' IJ ~ ~~;.:Ji jpl 
during the night and observes fasting · ~ ~ - u , · 

during the day." [Abu Dawud] . ~3 1; ;f ;1JJ 11~Ll.]\ -~l;Ji ~J; 

Commentary: The two practices are difficult. But those who manage to keep them 

will be richly rewarded by Allah. There is a third category of men who fail to observe 
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the pompous, the garrulous, and Al­

M utaf aihiqun. " The Companions 
asked him: "O Messenger of Allah! 
We know about the pompous and the 
garrulous, but we do not know who Al­

Mutafaihiqun are." He replied: "The 
arrogant people." [At-Tinnidhf] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth lays emphasis on polite and polished behaviour. Besides, 

it teaches us to refrain from unnecessary, incautious and insincere talk intended to 

influence others and assert superiority over them. But to talk less and in simple words 

is a good thing. On the other hand, to talk much, showing off cleverness with a tinge of 

affectation, is detestable. 

CHAPTER 74 

CLEMENCY, TOLERANCE AND 

GENTLENESS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
" ... who repress anger, and who 

pardon men; verily, Allah loves Al­

Muhsinun (the good-doers)." (3:134) 
"Show forgiveness, enjoin what is 

Jli., .[\rt :0lr>' JTJ ~~i 

J.jt; <);i\ ~t ;.if ~➔ : J~ 
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the above mentioned voluntary practices. Yet they are polite, and courteous in their 

behaviour towards others and by virtue of this sociable quality, they will also be graded 

up in the two other categories. And this highlights the significance and excellence of a 

polite and pleasing behaviour. 

630. Abu Umamah Al-Bahili .iii~_; 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah ;l;§; 

said, "I guarantee a house in Jannah 

for one who gives up arguing, even if 
he is in the right; and I guarantee a 
home in the middle of Jannah for one 
who abandons lying even for the sake 
of fun; and I guarantee a house in the 
highest part of Jannah for one who has 
good manners." [Abu Dawud] 
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Commentary: Withdrawal from one's right in order to end a dispute is a manly act 

of great merit. Likewise, this Hadfth tells us that a man should avoid telling a lie even 

in a light vein. If he gives great importance to the rules of the Shari'ah (Islamic Law) 

and the Commandments of Allah and His Prophet ~, he will definitely refrain from 

telling a lie even in a chat session or just for the sake of joke. Usually, people don't 

mind if one tells a lie in a jocular mood, rather some will perhaps approve it. Yet, 

Allah disapproves of even the harmless or trivial form of falsehood and commands His 

slaves to keep away from it. From all considerations, however, moral excellence carries 

immense weight. Because no wrong or evil thing can be shunned without it. In other 

words, moral excellence surpasses all forms of goodness. 

631. Jabir. ~ .iii ~J reported: The 
Messenger of Allah ;l;§; said, "The 
dearest and nearest among you to me 
on the Day of Resurrection will be one 
who is the best of you in manners; and 
the most abhorrent among you to me 
and the farthest of you from me will be 
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good, and turn away from the foolish 
(i.e., don't punish them)." (7:199) 

"The good deed and the evil deed 
cannot be equal. Repel (the evil) with 

one which is better (i.e., Allah orders 
the faithful believers to be patient at 
the time of anger, and to excuse those 
who treat them badly) then verily he, 
between whom and you there was 
enmity, (will become) as though he 
was a close friend. But none is granted 
it (the above quality) except those who 

are patient - and none is granted it 
except the owner of the great portion 
(of happiness in the Hereafter, i.e., 
Jannah and of a high moral character) 
in this world." (41:34,35) 

"And verily, whosoever shows pa­
tience and forgives that would truly be 

from the things recommended by 
Allah." (42:43) 

632. lbn 'Abbas 1 , s · ,_ .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said 

to Ashaj Abdul-Qais <~.ii i ~ ), "You 

possess two qualities that Allah loves. 
These are clemency and tolerance." 

[Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth teaches us to adopt a patient, mild and discreet attitude 

towards others. Moreover, there is a provision for praising somebody in his presence, 

provided there is no likelihood of his being conceited. The Hadfth also provides 

inspiration for the cultivation of good habits. 

633. 'Aishah 4,:-&- .ii 1 ~ J reported: The 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Allah is 

Forbearer and loves forbearance in all 
matters." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Mildness also brings human beings closer to one another, and on this 

count, Allah likes it very much. 

634. 'A..ishah Lp- 4 1 <.F"'J reported: 
The Prophet ~ said, "Allah is 

Forbearer and He loves forbearance, 

and rewards for forbearance while He 

does not reward severity, and does not 

give for any thing besides it (forbear­

ance)." [Muslim] 

0p) :Jli ~ ~\ 0\ ~J - ift 
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Commentary: Mildness is the opposite of harshness. Allah enjoins softness and 

dislikes stiffness in human relations. Allah assures of reward for gentle behaviour in 

society, not for unkindness or anything like that. However, inflexibility is preferred to 

flexibility when there arises a question of religious matters and the limits set by Allah. 

635. 'A..ishah Lp- 4 1 '-?"' J reported: 

The Prophet ~ said, "Whenever 

forbearance is added to something, it 

adorns it; and whenever it is withdrawn 

from something, it leaves it defective." 

[Muslim] 
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Commentary: To be soft-spoken is such a quality that by virtue of which a man is 

not only endeared to people but also to Allah. And by being bereft of it, he not only 

becomes a contempt incarnate in the eyes of people but also with Allah. 

636. Abu Hurairah .....:...J- 41 ~ J 

reported: A bedouin urinated in the 

mosque and some people rushed to 
beat him up. The Prophet ~ said: 
"Leave him alone and pour a bucket of 

water over it. You have been sent to 
make things easy and not to make 
them difficult." [Al-Bukhari] 
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' -?}~I ;1).) 110-!~ 

0K:..~ ...l.+-Ji ~I -~ ((~Ill 

Commentary: This Had'ith brings into light the fact that leniency is also vitally 

needed in the sphere of education and discipline. This is particularly true in the case of 

ignorant and ill-bred people. This is so because if they are treated unkindly, they will 

become more indocile on account of their wild temperament and foolishness. A kind 

handling is indispensable for putting them to discipline, even if they make desperate 

blunders. This Had'ith is very beneficial with regard to the way of Da 'wah, guidance 

and practical education. Another point this Had'ith discloses is that the flow of water 

can wipe out dirt and impurity, and make the place free from its effect. 

637. Anas = ..iii ~ .J reported: The 
Prophet ~ said, "Make things easy 
and do not make them difficult, cheer 
the people up by conveying glad tidings 
to them and do not repulse (them)." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

c/ ~ 41 ~ .) ~t 
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Commentary: This Had'ith informs us that preaching, sermons, religious discourses 

and moral advice all should concentrate on such things as may be helpful to people in 

being inclined towards gaining religious knowledge. Likewise this aspect should also 

be kept in view in the exposition and interpretation of religion. Moreover, the tone 

and mode of expression of religious leaders should not be repulsive and based on 

sectarian hatred, rather it should pull hearts to religion. In brief, preachers and 

'Ulama ' must be regardful of the central point of the cause to which they are 

dedicated. 

638. Jarir bin 'Abdullah = ..t1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who is deprived of forbearance 
and gentleness is, in fact, deprived of 
all good." [Muslim] 
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639. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ .> 

reported: A man asked the Prophet 

~ to give him advice, and he (~ ) said, 
"Do not get angry." The man repeated 

that several times and he ~ replied 
(every time), "Do not get angry." [Al­
Bukhari] 

.:,:-1 L,a.l 1 ..r' 4-J 
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Commentary: This Hadfth has already been quoted. Yet the compiler has repeated 

it on account of its relevance with this chapter. It is to be noticed that an advice should 

be made as circumstances demand. When Messenger of Allah ~ perceived by his 

insight that the visitor was a person of sharp and fiery temper, he repeatedly advised 

him to resist anger. 

640. Abu Ya'la Shaddad bin 'Aus 

<.:J- .ii i ~.> reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Verily Allah has 
prescribed lhsan (kindness) for every­
thing. So when you kill, you must make 
the killing in the best manner; when 
you slaughter, make your slaughter in 
the best manner. Let one of you 
sharpen his knife and give ease to his 
animal (in order to reduce his pain) ." 

[Muslim] 

: Jt.; ~ ...ti1 ~.?'.; <f' -~ 
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Commentary: By killing is meant the killing of a harmful animal, or the killing of a 

murderer as retribution and the killing of the enemy in the battlefield. All these 

situations warrant killing but with a stress on moderation, thanks to Islamic teachings. 

A believer is told not to let his passions of enmity go wild, and even an enemy or a 

criminal ought not to be put to a torturous death. In the Pre-Islamic Period of 

Ignorance it was a prevalent practice that the limbs of a victim were mutilated before 

he was finally killed. Islam has forcefully forbidden this inhuman custom, stating that 

the victim should be beheaded with the one swing of sword. Similarly, there are 

specific instructions regarding an animal's slaughter. First, the knife should be 

sharpened. Second, the animal must not be slaughtered from its nape, because in both 

ways it will suffer pain. This Shari'ah rule ensures quick death of the animal. In 
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modern Europe, an animal is slaughtered with one stroke of a cutting-machine. 

Apparently this method seems to be easy and smooth, yet in this way the animal 's 

blood doesn't flow out from its body completely. So the consumption of the meat of 

such a kill is injurious to human health. Due to this reason, Islam considers the 

discharge of blood as a prerequisite to Halal (lawful). Certainly, only the Islamic way 

of slaughtering an animal is more sound, scientific and wholesome. 

641. '.t\ishah ~ .iii ~ J reported: 
Whenever the Prophet ~ was given a 
choice between two matters, he would 
(always) choose the easier as long as it 
was not sinful to do so; but if it was 
sinful he was most strict in avoiding it. 
He never took revenge upon anybody 
for his own sake; but when Allah's 

Legal Bindings were outraged, he 
would take revenge for Allah's sake. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The two things between which Messenger of Allah ~ would make 

his choice could be religious or worldly. For instance, if he were asked to award one of 

the two punishments to somebody, he would choose the milder one. And if he had the 

liberty of choice between two obligations, he would opt for the easier one. Between 

war and peace he would always go for peace, provided it involved the interest of Islam 

and Muslims. Moreover, in all matters he used to take the line of least resistance, in 

case it went without the disobedience of Allah. In this Hadfth , a principle has been 

defined for Muslims in general as well that they are free to take to an easy way but this 

must not entail a loophole in respect of the Shari'ah. Secondly, the most excellent 

character of Messenger of Allah ~ also comes to our view that he never retaliated for 

personal reasons. His extraordinary concern for the sanctity of Islamic Law is also 

displayed by the fact that he could never brook the transgression of Allah's limits, and 

the transgressor was sure to be punished by him. The Prophet's attitude also explains 

and delimits the sphere of morality that to let the violator of Divine law go scot-free 

must not be counted as a sign of good manners. Rather it reflects the lack of religious 

sensibility. Not to take exception to lapses in mundane affairs surely speaks of moral 

excellence, but we are not allowed to dispense with the evasion of religious rules. 
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642. lbn Mas'ud = .iii ~ .> reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Shall I 
not tell you whom the (Hell) Fire is 
forbidden to touch? It is forbidden to 
touch a man who is always accessible, 
having polite and tender nature." 

[At-Tirmidhi] 

Commentary: The Hadith throws light on a kind bearing which is rooted in Faith 

and saves man from Hell-fire. The second lesson is that prior to discussing something 

important with somebody we should make him attentive and receptive, so that he may 

take interest and put faith in what we tell him. 

CHAPTER 75 

FORGIVENESS OF THE 

IGNORANT 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Show forgiveness, enjoin what is 

good, and turn away from the foolish 

(i.e., don't punish them)." (7:199) 

"So overlook (0 Muhammad ~ ), their 

faults with gracious forgiveness." (15:85) 

"Let them pardon and forgive. Do 
you not love that Allah should forgive 
you?" (24:22) 

"And who pardon men; verily, Allah 

loves Al-Muhsinun (the good-doers)" 
(3:134) 

"And verily, whosoever shows pa­

tience and forgives, that would truly be 
from the things recommended by 
Allah." (42:43) 
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643. 'Ai.shah ~ .&1 ~ .J reported: I 
asked the Prophet ~: "Have you ever 
experienced a day harder than the day 
of the battle of Uhud?" He replied, 
"Indeed, I experienced them (dangers) 
at the hands of your people (i.e., the 
disbelievers from amongst the Quraish 
tribe). The hardest treatment I met 
from them was on the Day of 'Aqabah 

when I went to lbn 'Abd Yalil bin 'Abd 
Kula! (who was one of the chiefs of 
Ta'if) with the purpose of inviting him 
to Islam, but he made no response (to 
my call). So I departed with deep 
distress. I did not recover until I 
arrived at Qarn Ath-Tha'alib. There, 
I raised my head and saw a cloud 
which had cast its shadow on me. I saw 

in it Jibril (Gabriel) r '.>UI ~ who 
called me and said: 'Indeed, Allah, the 
Exalted, heard what your people said 
to you and the response they made to 

you. And He has sent you the angel in 
charge of the mountains to order him 
to do to them what you wish.' Then the 
angel of the mountains called me, 
greeted me and said: 'O Muhammad, 
Allah listened to what your people had 
said to you. I am the angel of the 
mountains, and my Rubb has sent me 
to you so that you may give me your 
orders. (I will carry out your orders). If 
you wish I will bring together the two 
mountains that stand opposite to each 
other at the extremities of Makkah to 
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crush them in between."' But Messen­

ger of Allah ~ said, "I rather hope 
that Allah will raise from among their 
descendants people as will worship 
Allah the One, and will not ascribe 
partners to Him (in worship)." [Al­
Bukhari and Muslim] 

-~ ~~' ~~' :9G \i1» 

. .k._ ! : j I .}:;j I ~ : ~ '',I I J 

Commentary: In the vicinity of AI-Madinah stands a mountain, called Uhud, where 

the 'Battle of Uhud' took place. It was in this battle that the Prophet's face was 

wounded, one of his molars was broken and he fell into a pit dug by 'Amr Ar-Rahib. 

Besides, his uncle, Hamzah .:..- 4 1 ~ ;, was martyred and the disbelievers mutilated his 

body. 'Aqabah was a place at Ta'ifwhere Messenger of Allah ~ rode up from Makkah 

and met the worst experience. Or, it could be that the incident occurred somewhere at 

Mina where, during the Hajj season, he urged the different clans to accept the message 

of Islam so as to seek their help to establish the true religion. Qarn Ath-Tha'alib is also 

the name of a place which is the Miqat (transit-point where pilgrims assume the state 

of Ihram) of the Najd people. 

This Hadith also reflects the marvellous character of Messenger of Allah ~ that he 

never rebuked the ignorant and those who caused him harm, nor did he ever avenge 

anybody on grounds of personal hostility. Secondly, he would endure all forms of 

hardships in the way of Allah with patience and endurance. He never became furious 

over his harassers, rather he prayed for their guidance. No doubt, the Prophetic life­

pattern perennially provides inspiration to preachers and religious instructors. The 

responsibility of preaching is not a bed of roses but a thorny path to tread on. It is not 

the welcome and applause which is meted out to him, but people's taunts, reproaches 

and insults are heaped on the preacher. Consequently, patience, self-possession, self­

control and tolerance are vital to braving trials and tribulations in the way of Allah. 

644. 'i\.ishah tp. .ii i ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ never hit 
anything with his hand neither a 
servant nor a woman but of course, 
he did fight in the Cause of Allah. He 
never took revenge upon anyone for 
the wrong done to him, but of course, 

'i J 4 ~.f: 
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he exacted retribution for the sake of 
Allah in case the Injunctions of Allah 
about unlawful acts were violated. 
[Muslim] 

rf:; .Jt;.; .&1 -i~~ ~ t~ 

. ~ ;1.,:; . Jt_;_; .& 

Commentary: For explanatory comments, the reader may refer to Hadfth No. 641. 

645. Anas .:..&- .& 1 ~ _; reported: I was 
walking with Messenger of Allah ~ 
who was wearing a Najrani cloak with a 
very thick border when a bedouin 
happened to meet him. He took hold 
of the side of his cloak and drew it 
violently. I noticed that the violence of 
jerk had bruised the neck of Messenger 

of Allah ~ - The bedouin said: "O 
Muhammad! Give me out of Allah's 
wealth that you possess." Messenger of 
Allah ~ turned to him and smiled and 
directed that he should be given 
something. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

,. :;;~ .,... 

~t_;. ~ 0;1 l;j -~ ~I 
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½ : Ju ~ , ~~ ~~ ~ ~1;)1 

.i.JI 4lJI JL; '. I , , 1'•,, '-? , , rJ'; '-?' /' . -4.>v, 

~ -~ -~l ,: ~:iC; . ~~ 

-~ ~ ·;lk.½ ~ ;f 
Commentary: This Hadfth also highlights the Prophet's sublime morality, patience 

and self-control. He smiled away the discourtesy of the bedouin and bade the offering 

of a gift to him. 

646. lbn Mas'ud .:..&- .& 1 ~ _; reported: 
I can see the Messenger of Allah ~ 
look like one of the Prophets of Allah 
whose people beat and made him 
bleed while he was wiping the blood 
from his face and supplicating: "O 
Allah, forgive my people because they 
know not." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: The 'Ulama ' say that by relating the painful incident of a Prophet, 

Messenger of Allah ~ in fact implied his own experience at the hands of his people . 

Indeed, this expresses his extreme numbleness that he vaguely described his bitter self­

experience without bringing into light the unthinking persecutors of his nation. 

647. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ ,; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The strong man is not the one who 
wrestles, but the strong man is in fact 
the one who controls himself in a fit of 
rage." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

., :;; ,... ,,. ,, 

-½+:Ji ~II : Ju ~ .iii J_?:; ~1 
, :;; , :;; :;; ., 
~ l?+JI -½+:JI ~i I~~~ 

_. ,, _.. ,... 0 ,... O J o ,... 

. ili -·- {{~\ ..l.:s- ....::.....ii - <J-'W' . , 

Commentary: People are usually impressed by the physical power and strength of 

somebody. But the real strength of a man lies in the fact that he should be able to 

wrestle with his passions in a fit of anger and avoid committing an act for which he may 

subsequently regret. This is a common observation that wild anger leads to many a 

wrongdoing of which man repents later on or sheds tears over the ruin resulting from it. 

CHAPTER 76 

ENDURANCE OF AFFLICTIONS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"(Those) who repress anger, and 

who pardon men; verily, Allah loves 

Al-Muhsinun (the good-doers)." 

(3:134) 
"And verily, whosoever shows pa­

tience and forgives, that would truly be 

from the things recommended by 
Allah." (42:43) 

648. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ ,; 

reported: A man said to Messenger 
of Allah ~ : "I have relatives with 
whom I try to maintain good relation-

): ): ,>~-'/ .!i. /,, , ,: ·r:w ~ .u) 1.., 01 if ~ ~.., 
J t; .J . [ ,n :01~ JTJ ~~\ 

~ ~s t1 ~__, :;.,:, ;:1_;)> : J~ 
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ship but they sever relations with me; 
whom I treat kindly but they treat me 
badly, with whom I am gentle but they 

are rough to me." He(* ) replied, "If 
you are as you have said, then it is as 
though you are feeding them hot ashes 
and you will not be without a supporter 
against them from Allah, as long as 
you do so." [Muslim] 

Commentary: Also owing to its obvious relevance with this chapter this Had'ith has 

been mentioned here. The above-mentioned Verses and this Hadfth impress on a 

believer that in order to win the pleasure of Allah, he should be forgiving and tolerant 

with regard to the sufferings he experiences at the hands of people. Both, good 

behaviour and the example of the Prophet ~, call for such an attitude . 

CHAPTER 77 

INDIGNATION AGAINST IBE 

TRANSGRESSION OF DMNE LAWS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And whoever honours the sacred 

things of Allah, then that is better for 
him with his Rubb ... " (22:30) 

"If you help (in the Cause oO Allah, 
He will help you, and make your 
foothold firm." (47:7) 

649. Abu Mas'frd 'Uqbah bin 'Amr 
Al-Badri ,:.... ..iii ~.> reported: A man 
came to the Prophet * and said: "I 
join the morning Saliit late because of 
so-and-so who leads it and prolongs 
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it." (Abu Mas'ud said): I have never 
seen the Prophet ~ so angry while 
giving a speech as he was on that day. 
He (~ ) said, "Some of you create 
hatred among the people against faith. 
Whoever leads Sa/at (the prayer), 
should make it brief because the 
congregation includes old men and 
youngsters and those who have some 
urgent work to do." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

((..,;L,J1 Ii ' ' ~ "-1\' , <i1 -..;\ " '. , . J ~ J f.:';' ,, JJ ,:r, 

. ~ j..:. 

Commentary: First, there is allowance for a genuine complaint regarding some 

public inconvenience. Second, a believer is supposed to be passionately uncompromis­

ing on religious precepts. Third, the Imam should refrain from prolonging Sa/at 

(prayer) and be considerate of the congregation standing behind him. But a brief 

recitation of the Qur'an or prayer does not imply a disregard of the example of the 

Prophet and the adjustment of different postures in Sa/at. In no way should it be a 

hasty and heedless Sa/at as unfortunately offered by a majority of men. They are 

scarcely regardful of the example of the Prophet in offering Sa/at. What a pity! Fourth, 

one may be exempted from offering congregational Sa/at for a valid religious excuse. 

fifth, the Imam should eschew an attitude which may foment people's aversion to 

worship. 

650. 'Aishah ~ .iii ~ _; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ returned once 
from a journey, and saw a curtain 
which I had hung along a platform with 
some pictures on it. The colour of his 
face changed. He tore it up and said, 
"O 'Aishah, the most tormented 
people on the Day of Resurrection 
are those who contend with Allah in 
terms of creation." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 
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: 11 ..S:.:,,, nJ '~) ~ : .._jl..J I A ((rlfilllJ 

. ..... -11 ,· - '-Ii .:i .. : .. H ..... ._,,, ) .r--' 

Commentary: Here, too, we are told that lapses in religious matters may be 

resented vehemently. The Shari'ah condemns both the making of human portraits and 

their decoration in homes and, if displayed as sacred objects, they may be read as 

polytheistic manifestation. Besides, orthodox 'Ulama' and researchers are of the 

opinion that making or keeping of any type of picture is forbidden and unlawful. The 

rule equally applies to a hand-made picture and a camera photograph, provided it is 

that of an animate object. Yet, making or keeping pictures of inanimate objects, both 

of mineral and vegetable kingdoms, is permissible. However, one is at liberty to get 

oneself photographed in an unavoidable situation. For instance, photographs are 

indispensable to passports, identity cards and similar other necessities of modern times 

in which man is helpless and we can not assert that he is inclined to satisfy his taste or 

to get himself photographed as a token of permissibility. Indeed, it is the requirement 

of international law. So, up to this extent he will not be called to account. Yet, he 

cannot be justified in overstepping this limit. 

651. 'A..ishah t.p ..iii ~.J reported: 
The Quraish were much worried about 

the case of a Makhzumiyah woman 
who had committed theft and won­
dered who should intercede for her 

with Messenger of Allah ~ (so that 
she would not get punished for her 
crime). Some said Usamah bin Zaid 
~ ..ii 1 ~ .J was his beloved and so he 
may dare do so. So Usamah ~..ti~.) 

spoke to him about that matter and the 
Prophet ~ said to him, "Do you 
intercede when one of the legal 
punishments ordained by Allah has 
been voilated?" Then he got up and 
addressed the people saying, "The 
people before you were ruined be-
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cause when a noble person amongst 
them committed theft, they would 

leave him, but if a weak person 
amongst them committed theft, they 
would execute the legal punishment on 
him. By Allah, were Fatimah, the 
daughter of Muhammad, to commit 
the theft, I would have cut off her 
hand." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~\..,a.JI ~L__, 

Commentary: The example of Allah's Messenger ~ clearly tells us that no 

intercession is allowed for a person who transgresses the limits set by Allah. And if 

anybody has the audacity to do so, the deciding authority is presumed to be impervious 

to his solicitation. Nor should the criminal's social status or family influence, if any, 

obstruct the administration of justice. The law and retribution rise above all 

discrimination and social hierarchy. Any contravention in this regard is enough to 

incur Divine wrath. 

652. Anas .:..&- ..iii cf4'J reported: The 
Prophet ~ noticed spittle in the 
mosque in the direction of the Qi­

blah. The signs of disgust were per­
ceived on his face. Then, he stood up 

and scraped it away with his own hand 
and said, "When you stand in Sa/at, 

you hold communion with your Rubb 

and He is between you and the Qiblah. 

Let no one therefore cast out his 
spittle in that direction, but only to 
his left or under his foot. " Then he 
caught hold a corner of his sheet, spat 
into it and folded it up and said, "Or 
he should do like this." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Worshippers are under obligation to obseive certain manners in the 

mosque with the most important being abstinence from spitting towards Qiblah 

(Ka'bah). Instead the method pointed out in the Hadfth may be put in effect right 

during Salat (prayer). Yet one, if not offering Salflt, can tum to the mosque's washing­

place where a channel exists for the outflow of unclean water, etc. Obviously, it is a 

better substitute for a pocket-handkerchief or sheet which should be used when 

necessary. Second, this Hadfth tells us that every effort should be made to keep the 

place of worship neat and clean, and if anyone finds some dirt in the mosque, he 

should immediately remove it. 

CHAYfER 78 

OBLIGATION OF RULERS 

TO SHOW KINDNESS TO 

THEIR SUBJECTS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And be kind and humble to the 

believers who follow you." (26:215) 

''Verily, Allah enjoins Al-'Adl (jus­

tice) and Al-Ihsan (performing duties 
in a perfect manner), and giving (help) 

to kith and kin, and forbids Al-Fahsha' 

evil deeds and Al-Munkar (all that is 

prohibited) and Al-Baghy (oppres­
sion). He admonishes you, that you 

may take heed." (16:90) 

653. lbn 'Umar 1 , 1 · ,_ .t1 ._,.......;,J 
reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
-~ saying, "All of you are guardians 
and are responsible for your wards. 
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The ruler is a guardian and responsible 
for his subjects; the man is a guardian 

and responsible for his family; the 
woman is a guardian and is responsi­
ble for her husbands house and his 
offspring; and so all of you are 
guardians and are responsible for your 
wards." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith has already been mentioned in the chapter pertaining to 

the duties of a wife to her husband. Its repetition in this chapter is meant to remind 

rulers that if they are negligent of the duties devolved upon their shoulders, they will 

be wrongdoers to Allah and put to reckoning on the Day of Resurrection . 

654. Abu Ya'la Ma'qil bin Yasar ~ ,; 
-:.s- .& 1 reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Any slave whom Allah makes 
him in charge of subjects and he dies 

while he is not sincere to them, Allah 
will make Jannah unlawful for him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Allah 's 
Messenger ~ said, "He who does not 
look after his subjects with goodwill 
and sincerity, will be deprived of the 
fragrance of Jannah ." 

A narration in Muslim is: Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "A ruler who, having 
control over the affairs of the Muslims, 
does not strive diligently for their 
betterment and does not serve them 
sincerely, will not enter Jannah with 
them." 
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Commentary: Here the attention of rulers has been invited to their obligations. 

They are told that their designation is very important because they are responsible for 

tackling the problems and affairs of millions of people. If their single-minded 

devotion, determined efforts and heartfelt feelings of well-wishing will not go to 

solving these problems, they will be deemed guilty by Allah. Rulers are, therefore, 

warned, lest power should go to their head and make them unheedful of people's 

problems, rights and concerns. Instead being fully conscious of their accountability to 

Allah J>- .J :r they are apt to make full efforts to provide justice and peace to people. 

By "forbid from entering Jannah" means they will not enter it with the first successful 

people until they get punished for their wrongdoings. If however, they were 

treacherous to their subjects while regarding this injustice lawful, thus disobeying 

Allah and His Commands, they will stay in Hell forever because this way they have 

made permissible and lawful what Allah has forbidden . 

655. 'A.ishah lp 41 ~ .J reported: I 
heard the the Messenger of Allah ~ 
supplicating in my house: "O Allah! 
Treat harshly those who rule over my 
Ummah with harshness, and treat 

gently those who rule over my Ummah 

with gentleness." [Muslim] 

~ ...ii i ~J ~\i d'J - iOO 
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Commentary: How fortunate is a ruler who establishes his claim to the special 

benediction of Messenger of Allah ~ by providing justice to people! On the other 

hand, how unfortunate is that ruler who incurs the Prophetic imprecations by doing 

injustice to people! This Hadfth is suggestive of a rulership based on justice and lays 

emphasis on refraining injustice and atrocity. 

656. Abu Hurairah ~ 41 ~ .) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The Banu Isra'il were ruled by the 
Prophets. When one Prophet died, 
another succeeded him. There will be 
no Prophet after me. Caliphs will come 
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after me, and they will be many." The 
Companions said: "O Messenger of 
Allah, what do you command us to 
do?" He said, "Fulfill the pledge of 

allegiance to which is sworn first (then 
swear allegiance to the others). Con­
cede to them their due rights and ask 
Allah that which is due to you. Allah 
will call them to account in respect of 
the subjects whom He had entrusted to 
them." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: The political conduct of the Prophets means that rulership and 

government affairs were also assigned to them, that is, both religious and worldly 

affairs lay in their custody. There was no dichotomy between the two, they formed a 

single unit. This also characterized the period of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs and the 

short spell that followed it in the history of Isliim. This explains why after the death of 

one Prophet came another Prophet and became his successor. Second, the Hadith also 

settles the issue of the finality of Prophethood once for all. "No Prophet will succeed 

me except the caliphs", said the Prophet ~- In the case of many claimants to 

caliphate, he also gave a ruling, that is, people should primarily fulfill their allegiance 

pledged to the first caliph and keep away from caring for another claimant to 

caliphate. Third, the Prophet ~ focused, on the lapses of rulers but without being 

suggestive of a rebellion and public demonstrations against them. Instead he teaches 

us to obey them in the administrative sphere and also to turn to Allah _►.. J / and seek 

His Mercy and Blessing as long as they rule by the Law of Allah. 

657. 'A.idh bin 'Amr ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: I visited 'Ubaidullah bin 
Ziyad and said to him: "Dear son, I 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
'The worst of rulers are those who 
treat their subjects harshly. Beware, 
lest you should be one of them."' [A/­
Bukhari] 

Jt '0 ~i : J Jli; •;½) 
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Commentary: There is a typical, brutish sheep-herder who severely drives his flock 
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and flogs them mercilessly. As a result of which the timid animals get upon one 

another. In the Hadfth, this word has been brought in for a tyrant ruler who subjects 

people to oppression and treats them unkindly. It implies a strong warning and 

intimidation to cruel rulers. 

658. Abu Maryam Al-Azd1 .;.s. .& 1 ~ J 

reported: I said to Mu'awiyah (bin Abu 

Sufyan) 1 , 1 · .. .& 1 ~ J: I heard 
Messenger of Allah ~ saying, "If 

Allah invests to someone the affairs 
of the Muslims and he (i.e., the ruler) 
ignores their rights, denies their access 
to him and neglects their needs, Allah 
will not answer his prayer or realize his 
hopes and will act towards him with 
indifference on the Day of Resurrec­

tion. " So Mu'awiyah appointed a 
person to keep a vigil on the neces­
sities of the people and to fulfill them. 
[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhf] 
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Commentary: The Hadith warns such a ruler who is heedless of the problems and 

affairs of the needy and who keeps them away from him. On the Last Day, Allah, too, 

will be indifferent to him. Indeed, a stem warning is given to such rulers who have no 

direct contact with the needy people and who keep their doors shut to them. 
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CHAPTER 79 I II J.)WI Jl.,JI .;.,~ -VO, 1 1 

L'===T=H=E= JU=S=T= R=U=L=ER=====:::JI L':=========:::::::J 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

''Verily, Allah enjoins Al-'Adl (jus­
tice) and Al-Ihsan (performing duties 
in a perfect manner)." (16:90) 

"And be equitable. Verily! Allah 
loves those who are the equitable." 

(49:9) 

659. Abu Hurairah ......:.......- .t i ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 

"Seven are (the persons) whom Allah 

will give protection with His Shade* on 

the Day when there will be no shade 

except His Shade (i.e., on the Day of 

Resurrection), and they are: A just 

ruler; a youth who grew up with the 

worship of Allah; a person whose heart 

is attached to the mosque; two persons 

who love and meet each other and 

depart from each other for the sake of 

Allah; a man whom a beautiful and 

high ranking woman seduces (for illicit 

relation), but he (rejects this offer by 

saying): ' I fear Allah'; a person who 

gives a charity and conceals it (to such 

an extent) that the left hand might not 

know what the right has given; and a 

person who remembers Allah in 

solitude and his eyes well up." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ ~G., ., 
.&1 .;~ ~ 'J~li 

~ ~ ~ ~ " .)) -J~ 
, .&1 ._i, ~t_;.-5 ~~~J -~LJ1 

"1~ " , .Ji, l_; .~;- , .j;_ 1;~;.1 
<.r-.J) ,. _r') ,. . 

j;-~_, , .&1 ~G-f Jt : Jl.ii 
~ . ~ Li Ll.,;. t ' j i...a., :; ·, ~ 

I...> " ;, 

. Ji_ 

* The Shade of Allah to which this Hadith refers to is the shade of His Throne. 

Commentary: This Hadith has already been described in the chapter about the 

excellence of the love of Allah. Here, it has been carried forward in view of its 
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relevance with the just ruler's excellence. Refer to the commentary on Hadfth No. 379. 

660. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As 

~ .iii ~ _; reported: The Messenger 

of Allah ~ said, "The just will be 

seated upon pulpits of light. " Those 

who are fair with regards to their 

judgement and their family and those 

who are under them." [Muslim] 

<! J~ <! ..iii ~ ;y.:, - ii• 

JL; : JL; ~ ..iii ~ ) '-'"°t;.i1 

..l:.>- ~ L. ~'1 1 0\n : ~ .&I J ._.:.. -, 
~ ~ _ ':) ...I ..,I 

~+JI : ] ) ~ ~G ~ .&I 
t O ,... J, 

\;J' : ,1.;., 1- : • • <..: · 0 1_;;.; (;-,-- J ~- <.I, y, . 

Commentary: How will be the likeness of the pulpits of light? Although we are not 

aware of their reality, yet we are supposed to have faith in them. We must also believe 

that these people (just rulers) will be under the shade of the Throne or the Divine 

mercy, while people will be drenched in their sweat depending on their deeds. The 

Hadfth throws light on the excellence of justice and the high rank of those who do 

justice. 

661. 'Auf bin Malik ~ ..ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The best of your rulers are those 

whom you love and who love you, and 

those who supplicate Allah in your 

favour and you supplicate Allah in 

their favour. The worst of your rulers 

are those whom you hate and who hate 

you; and whom you curse and who 

curse you." It was asked (by those who 

were present): "Should not we oppose 

them?" He said, "No, as long as they 

establish Salat; as long as they establish 

Sa lat in your midst." [Muslim] 

,,., , ::; , ,... t ,, 

~ ~ ~+JI ~ \ ~ l;:,;-ll : J ~ 
, 

~ ~~J -~~J 
, ,., J .,., .,, i 

~i )~J . ~ 0µ.-; 
: c: '· .. ,, . ,. '· .•~ , l.ll 

' ,-~J ~ ~ ,j-;. , 

~ di :J t.; (( ,~;;~_-; ~;;i:_-; 
,., ,... , , , ,...t ,... 

: Jt_; ~~-½8 )u\ ,.&\ J_?_; 

, 'l .b~I ~ ly\.;I \; I 'l 

. r-1---" ~IJJ ll~')l;:,j\ ~ ly\.;I \; 
. ~ ~;j_; : lli•t'.lc. Ziµ)) : :S_;; 
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Commentary: The Hadith identifies two categories of rulers. First, those rulers who 

are well-wishers of people and provide them with justice. These are the best rulers for 

whom people also pray. Second, the worst rulers who are only concerned with their 

rule and interests and take no interest in providing justice to people and removing 

their difficulties. In fact, rulers are advised to adhere to justice, uprightness and equity 

as this can endear them to Allah as well as to people. Moreover, we are told that 

rebellion against rulers is disallowed till they commit a flagrant act of disbelief and 

stop abiding by the duties of Islam, particularly Salat (prayer). 

662. ' lyad bin Himar ...:Jo .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The people of Jannah will be of three 
kinds: A just successful ruler, a man 
who shows mercy to his relatives, and a 
pious believer who has a large family 
and refrains from begging." [Muslim] 

,<l)\ Jy-J ~ : JL; ~ 
,,,.,. ,.,.,., ,., 0 J t J , 

:~yG µ\ ~\II :J~ 

Commentary: All the three qualities mentioned in the Hadith particularly 

characterize the men of Faith and will cause their entry to Jannah. Every believer is 

expected to strive for being invested with these good qualities. 

CHAPTER 80 

OBLIGATION OF OBEDIENCE TO 

THE RULER IN WHAT IS LAWFUL 

AND PROHIBITION OF OBEYING 

THEM IN WHAT IS UNLAWFUL 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"0 you who believe! Obey Allah and obey 

the Messenger (Muhammad ~ ), and those of 
you (Muslims) who are in authority." (4:59) 

.,,}~I o~J ~U, '-!F-"J '-!~ -A• 

. U, , _ ., .. 
i./ ~ t!r-JJ ~ ~ i./ 

~I 

(~➔ : Ji;; .iii J~ 

j> ✓-,, i> ,t .t1 t> 11 
~../ ~cl ~ 

c,. 
.[oO, :.L:.Ji]~~ 
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663. Ibn 'Umar 1 • 1 · ,_ .:iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "It is 
obligatory upon a Muslim to listen (to 
the ruler) and obey whether he likes it 
or not, except when he is ordered to do 
a sinful thing; in such case, there is no 
obligation to listen or to obey." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

\~\_; • ~ ,, i' ~1 '11 • ~}J 
; -- , ; ./' Y- , , 

II~ lb ']J' ~ ')\j ., • , , \ 
\..... ~~ 

-~~ 
Commentary: This Hadfth crystallizes the parameters of the Muslim subjects' 

obedience to their Muslim rulers. The honour of the latter is bound up with their 

surrender to the Command of Allah and His Messenger ~ - Otherwise, apart from the 

torment in the Hereafter, they will also be subjected to humiliation in this world. 

664. Ibn 'Umar 1 , s ,_ .:ii i ~ J 

reported: Whenever we took a pledge 
of allegiance to Messenger of Allah ~ 
to hear and obey, he(~ ) would say to 
us, "As far as you are capable of." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
. Ji_ 

Commentary: Obedience to a Muslim ruler calls for two conditions: First, his 

command must not infringe upon the canonical sanctity; second, it ought not to 

outweigh people's limitations. In case, he fails to meet these two prerequisites, his 

obedience will also become non-obligatory. This Hadith conveys a warning to rulers 

that they must not put people to a hardship unbearable to them. 

665. Ibn 'Umar 1 • s ,_ .:ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"One who withdraws his hand from 
obedience (to the Amir) will find no 
argument (in his defense) when he 
stands before Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection; and one who dies with­
out having sworn allegiance will die the 

Jy ~ ~ : J li ~ J - iiO 
,JJI _.,... ., ., 

~ I-½ e> ~H :J~ ~ .Jil 

~ 'l:, ~gJI r Y- ...t1 ~ f lb 
~ d.; . , . , , , ~ '. ~J- • j 

~ ,_r::') ..:.., <..J 

. _ L .. • ;1" . II~\;. i:._.. ..:..,~ ,-~ JJ _,, . 
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death of one belonging to the Days of 
Ignorance." [Muslim] 

Another narration is: The Messen­

ger of Allah :I! said, "He who dies 
having defected from obedience (to 
the Amir) and discards his association 
with the main body of the (Muslim) 
community, dies the death of one 
belonging to the Days of Jahiliyyah." 

Commentary: The Hadith makes it clear that it is binding upon Muslims to show 

obedience to the just Muslim ruler and to join forces with the Muslim Community to 

give allegiance to him as long as he does not call to a sin. 

666. Anas -u- .ii i ~ J reported: The 
Messenger of Allah :I! said, "Hear and 
obey even if an Abyssinian slave whose 
head is like a raisin is placed m 
authority over you." [Al-Bukhari] 

, , , 

\~\II : ~ <ll\ J_,_:.,~ JLl 

"" ~ <:''\.; ' 1. :~ ' .. \ .·,1' , I-~ 1-~I­~ r-=-- ~ '::'µ • .)""::;' J 

;1.JJ ((~j ~1_; 0ls -~ 
· l?-}~I 

Commentary: Nobody pays respect to a slave, with a black complexion and small 

head at that. But the Hadith brings such a man in focus to emphasize that obedience to 

a ruler is inescapable. The only condition is that his governance should be confined to 

the Shari'ah framework without reference to his geographical, tribal and ethnic 

background. 

667. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: The Messenger of Allah :I! 
said, "It is obligatory upon you to listen 
and obey the orders of the ruler in 
prosperity and adversity, whether you 
are willing or unwilling, or when 
someone is given undue preference to 
you." [Muslim] 

~ ..ii i ~ J ~}.), ~\ c}-.J -iiV 

$ii : ~ <ll\ J_?~ Jt_; : Jli 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



80- OBEDIENCE TO THE RULER 

Commentary: Obedience to a ruler is indispensable in view of the collective 

interests of a community. A believer has, therefore, been enjoined to obey the ruler in 

all circumstances rising above his personal interests, preferences and psychological 

urges. The ruler, however, must not be obeyed if he breaks the Shari'ah rules. 

668. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr~ .iii ~J 

reported: We accompanied Messenger 

of Allah ~ on a journey. We halted at 

a place to take a rest. Some of us 

began to set right their tents, others 

began to graze their animals while 

others were engaged in competing 

with one another in archery when an 

announcer of Messenger of Allah ~ 

announced that people should gather 

for Salat. We gathered around the 

Messenger of Allah and he (~ ) 
addressed us, saying, "Every Prophet 

before me was under obligation to 
guide his followers to what he knew 

was good for them and to warn the evil 

thing which he knew. As for this 

Ummah, it will have sound state and 

in its early stage of existence; but the 

last phase of its existence, will be faced 

with trials and with things you do not 

recognize. There will be tremendous 

trials, one after the other, and to each 

the believer will say, 'That is it '. 

Whenever a trial arrives the believer 

will say: 'This is going to bring about 

my destruction.' When this passes, 

another calamity will approach and 

he will say: 'This surely is going to be 

my end.' Whosoever wishes to be 

removed from the Fire (Hell) and 

Cri'1 Jr J. .iii ~ J-3 -iiA 
-:,J- ... 
l5 : J L; I ~i-: c .ii I 
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admitted to Jannah should die with 
faith in Allah and the Last Day; and he 

should treat others as he wishes to be 

treated. He who swears allegiance to 

an Imam , he should give him the 
pledge in ratification and the sincerity 

of his heart. He should obey him to the 

best of his capacity. If another man 

comes forward as a claimant (when 
one has already been installed), be­

head the second." [Muslim] 

-0 ~_;i_, •• .G ~ ~~t 
, ~T .:~ ~~ \, 1i,: ·.1 01 ~~Ll .T : t ,~ ,_ 
;13~ (()-\11 ~ 1;_;:,~ -~jG 

f.J~ iJ~ ~½ :~i ((~II :J_jj 

~I.J -~I -M ((~I.J» ·'-:"051.J 

._j) c;) I ..:,1_,.lll 0.J :~IJ~.J ~I 

Commentary: Here 'its early stage' means the period of the Companions, of the 

Successors ( of the Companions), and of the Followers ( of the Successors). In another 

Hadfth , it has been called as the best era. In comparison with all the succeeding 

periods, this period is surpassingly good, peaceful and blessed. Later would emerge, it 

was prophesized, mischief after mischief, each being worse than the preceding one. 

Today, everybody sees the truth of this prophecy like the light of day. By predicting the 

emergence of mischief, Messenger of Allah ~ wanted to warn his followers that they 

should keep themselves aloof from them. To them he further explained in advance the 

precautionary measures, that is, to keep faith in Allah, to remain firm-footed in the 

belief in the Hereafter and to deal with people fairly, attempting to be polite to them 

at the same time. 

Besides, prophecy has been made about the abundance of the power-hungry people 

with a remedial note. In the first instance believers are supposed to swear allegiance to 

the caliph, and by extending their cooperation to him they should kill another claimant 

to the caliphate because it is only in this way that the unity of the Muslim Ummah can 

be maintained, free of chaos and discord. Yet, unfortunately, the power-orientated 

groups have found a plaything in the shape of democracy, turning peace and unity into 
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a legend of the past. What a pity that despite all that they seek stability and progress! 

Is it the miracle of time or the quirk of the vested interests that has reversed the whole 

scheme of things? There is little hope of the improvement of the Muslim world's 

affairs. Indeed, it faces an ironical situation . 

669. Wa'il bin Hujr ~ .& 1 ~ ) 

reported: Salamah bin Yaz1d Al-Ju'fi 

.:.s- .&1 ~ J asked Messenger of Allah 
~ : "O Prophet of Allah! Tell us, what 
you command us to do if there arises 
over us rulers who demand of us what 
is due to them and refuse us what is 
due to us." Messenger of Allah ~ 
turned away from him, but he repeated 
the same question. Thereupon Mes­
senger of Allah ~ said, "Listen to 
them and obey them. They are respon­

sible for their obligations and you are 
accountable for yours." [Muslim] 

• , I\\' :D ._.,:i '.~~ -i'\4, r J. '-:!-.) 0 • '-': <J .., 

~ ~J..:. JL : Jli ~ .t1 ~) 

: J~ ·* .&1 J_?J ~I~;. 

c;ii ~l; ~l ~f) • .&1 ~ ~ 
~ ,... ~ ,, , 
~~) -~ ~~~ t1:;1 

~ . ~ ~;,t n;~t \_j • d;. 

:* .&1 j~J Jw ,;JL 

~ riic ~~ ! 1~f J 1~1)1 

Commentary: This Hadfth means that both the ruler and the ruled have their own 

respective obligations. If any of the two sides fails to play its due role, it will bear the 

brunt of its deficiency on the Final Day. Yet, people are debarred from disobeying a 

ruler who neglects to do what is required of him. Negligence is not rectifiable by 

negligence as it will make matters worse. To endure the high-handedness of a ruler in 

view of the overall national interest, is therefore, preferable to revolting against him. 

True, one cannot take the law into one's own hands, yet there always remains room for 

improvement and positive criticism. To make use of it within limits and to make efforts 

for the enforcement of the canonical discipline will not be deemed as an uprising. 

Indeed, this will be deemed, to some extent, binding on everybody. 

670. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud .:.s- .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"There will be discrimination after my 
death and there will be other matters 
that you will disapprove." He was 

l .,,. ,..; , , ,... -;; 
:;1J ,._;1 I-?~ 0~ ~ti) 

,,, , ,... ,.. , 
, .&1 J_?J G : l)l.9 (( ! ~J~ 
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asked: "O Messenger of Allah! What 

do you command us to do when we are 

encountered with such happenings?" 

He answered, "Give what is due from 

you and supplicate to Allah for your 

rights." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: There are two aspects of this Hadfth. On the one hand, people are 

advised to put up patiently with the transgressive behaviour of rulers as well as their 

nepotism or monopolization of all the national resources. On the other hand, rulers 

are warned to ward off a capricious conduct of life, lest they should face the Wrath of 

Allah. 

671. Abu Hurairah -.....;___,; 41 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Whosoever obeys me, obeys Allah; 

and he who disobeys me, disobeys 

Allah; and whosoever obeys the Amir 

(leader), in fact, obeys me; and he who 

disobeys the Amir, in fact, disobeys 

me." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ 41 ~ J ~ }.~ '-i \ :J-3 - "\ V , 
, , , 

~ )) : ~ Ji\ JyJ JL; : Jli 

~w _:;_, .~1 tli,1 ~ ~li,1 
~½I ~ _:;_, ,Ji\ ~ ~ 
, :: , ½ 

1 
, , , , , , _ _;_y. , ti, 1 ~ ~ ~ ,J'2-"-:. ,YJ (,,,5:,-

11 . I , ~ . i...j,~ 

Commentary: This Hadith informs us that it is imperative that we obey the leader of 

the Muslim community so long as he does not call to a sin, because doing so is in fact 

obedience to Allah JL.;_, .; t.,.,,.... . 

672. Ibn 'Abbas 1 , 1 <- 41 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

" If a person notices in his ruler what he 

dislikes , he should show patience 

because he who departs from the 

(Muslim) community a cubit, dies like 

those who died in the Days of 

Ignorance." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

41 ~ J ';"'G. i;,r.l cr-3 - "\VY 

_:; )) : Jt,; ~ Ji\ J_?J ~I l~c 

j~ , ,_,1: ~ • 1 '. ; < : ~ - ,-F ~ r 
,.., 0 > ,.. 

..:.., \; I~ ~ lh1..:J I ~ c_? ,y 

.Ji ~-- 11~1,;. L . ~ .,, . 

Commentary: This Hadith urges us to bear patiently when a ruler makes a mistake 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



81- ASPIRING FOR OFFICE 

so long as he does not call to a sin. It also warns us against disobedience to the ruler as 

this will cause mischief at the cost of the unity and common interests of the Muslim 

community. 

673. Abu Bakrah .....:...J- .iii ~J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying, "He who insults the rulers 
Allah will insult him." 

[At-Tirmidhi] 

, , , 

: J~ ~ .&1 J_?~ ~ :Jli 

;1.JJ (( <ll\ ~Li.I 0t1l.:J1 0l,;;i ~)) 

Commentary: To affront and degrade the ruler means to disobey him and to by­

pass his orders. This impairs his power, honour and dignity. Believers have been told 

to obey and support rulers for the sake of national interest and welfare, understanding 

that they desist from committing an overt disbelief and maintain congregation Salat 

and other duties of religion. The political system of Islam is totally incompatible with 

western democracy. The concept of government party and the opposition is alien to 

Islam. All belong to one Ummah with only one goal and pursue the same aims and 

objects of Islamic guidelines! 

CHAPTER81 

UNDESIRIBILITY OF ASPIRING 

FOR OFFICE 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"That home of the Hereafter (i.e., 

Jannah), We shall assign to those who 
rebel not against the truth with pride 
and oppression in the land nor do 
mischief by committing crimes. And 
the good end is for the Muttaqun (the 
pious and righteous persons)." (28:83) 

674. 'Abdur-Rahman bin Samurah 

o;t;~I Jlj,--, ~ ~I '-:"~ -A, 

~ ~ 1;1..:.,\/:(,ll .!l _; ;l::>IJ 

.J1 h.t;. ' :i; 1 ~ -~ . t J -

. [A'f 
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-:.s- .ti~.) reported: The Messenger of 
Allah ~ said to me, "Do not ask for 
position of authority. If you are 
granted this position without asking 
for it, you will be helped (by Allah) in 
discharging its responsibilities; but if 
you are given it as a result of your 
request, you will be left alone as its 
captive. If you take an oath to do 
something and then find a better 
alternative, you should adopt the 
latter and expiate for your oath." [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

_), JL; :JL; '~ t1 ~ ) ~;..:. 
, 

Cr. ~:,JI ~ ~ :~ ~\ J_?J 

0i d~ . ~ - ~~1 JL 'l : ~ -~ 
, ;: .) ~ ,,,. ..I 

,: '.~\ ;j~ ;;, ~ ~\ 
,,,.,,, l o 

~L -~ ~1 01' , ~ , IJ ., µ 

~ ~ l~l.J ' 4;Jl ~J 

Commentary: By rulership is meant caliphate or any other rank affiliated to its 

hierarchy. Yet, it is undesirable to be eager or to strive for such an extraordinary 

position as it entails a heavy responsibility and one may face a sufficient difficulty in 

being absolved from it. However, if a man gets it without solicitation, he should accept 

it. The other part of the Hadfth concerns swearing. Somebody takes an oath to do 

something but he finds another work more rewarding and righteous. In such a 

situation he is advised to dissolve his oath and make expiation for it. Thereafter, he 

will be free to avail the advantageous option. As for the expiation of breaking an oath, 

there are four options: to set free a slave, or to feed an average-quality food to ten 

needy persons, or to provide clothes to them; and the expiator who cannot afford all 

that, should observe fasting for three days. 

675. Abu Dharr -:.s- .t i ~ _; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said to me, "O 
Abu Dharr, I see that you are weak 
and I like for you what I like for 
myself. Do not rule over (even) two 
persons, and do not manage an 
orphan's property. " [Muslim] 

~ -iii\ ~ J ~; c/;j ,YJ - "\VO 
,,, , ,,, ,, 

c-\ G)) : ~ .&I J_,.:.,.) J J\j : Jt.; 
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LS"" .r ~ . , 
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Commentary: Abu Dharr AI-Ghifiiri = .iii ~ J was one of the most ascetic 
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Companions who was little interested in mundane affairs. Finding him weak to do 

responsible jobs, Messenger of Allah * gave him this advice. In fact , the one who 

takes interest in worldly affairs and understands them well can discharge the 

responsibilities appropriately. But a person who has aversion to worldly pursuits and 

keeps clear of them will be considered unfit in this regard. 

676. Abu Dharr -:.s- .iii ~J reported: 
I said to Messenger of Allah ~ : "Why 

do you not appoint me to an ( official) 

position?" He (~ ) patted me on the 
shoulder with his hand and said, "O 

Abu Dharr, you are a weak man and it 

is a trust and it will be a cause of 

disgrace and remorse on the Day of 

Resurrection except for the one who 

takes it up with a full sense of 

responsibility and fulfills what is 

entrusted to him ( discharges its obliga-

tions efficiently)." [Muslim] 

Commentary: There are, according to this Hadith, two conditions for putting 

people in official positions. The first is the relevant talent for the job, a man is put in 

charge of; and the second is his capacity for discharging responsibilities thereof. For 

example, a ruler should primarily possess the ability to maintain law and order and to 

establish justice; and secondly, he should be endowed with sufficient dynamism and 

vision to cope with new demands and si tuations. This basic principle applies to every 

official, whether in the capacity of governor, minister, advisor, financial administrator 

or a clerk. Apart from the sense of job, ability and integrity, he should be fired with 

determination with regard to his work. An office is indeed an important trust, and to 

have it without meeting the said conditions is a sort of treachery . 

677. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah * said, 
"You will covet for getting a position 

of authority, but remember that it will 
be a cause of humiliation and remorse 

~ ..ii i ~ J ~_;.} ½f\ :J-3 - iVV 

~ti : JLJ ~ ..ii i j _,....:. ) ~\ 

~_,52._, -~~~'{I Ji- 0~ _;2-, 
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on the Day of Resurrection." 
[Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: This Hadith urges people, particularly the incapable ones, to shed off 

the ambition to achieve rulership and power. It is feared that owing to their lack of 

talent they will mismanage the task which will be assigned to them. This will render 

them guilty with Allah. The Prophet ~ dissuades such people from accepting any 

government portfolio as in this way they will remain safe and trouble-free. Yet, if a 

deserving person gets a job of high responsibility, he should do his utmost to do full 

justice to it, so that he may be spared remorse on the Day of Resurrection. 

CHAPTER 82 

APPOINTMENT OF PIOUS 

GOVERNORS, ADVISERS AND 

JUDGES 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Friends of that Day will be foes one 

to another except Al-Muttaqun: (i.e., 

pious and righteous persons)." (43:67) 

~WIJ l'..)Ua.L:.JI .i.;. '-:"'½ -i\'I' 

~t;;.;I ,fa .J..,..~1 •~J ✓ l.A.,,:S'J 

»Li; ✓ ~ .r..L..;J e:1~ _r_jJ 

~ J~IJ ».,_JI 

678. Abu Sa'id and Abu Hurairah ~;; '-!:'. i_:; 0 '-!:'.i ~ - iVA 
t...p. 4 1 ~ J reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "Allah neither raised up 
any Prophet nor did He authorize any 
person with ruling power but for whom 
there were two types of entourage: one 
enjoins upon him to do good and 
incites him to carry it out, and the 
other enjoins evil and goads him; and 
the protected (from the bad entou­
rage) is the one whom Allah protects." 
[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: A ruler has been told here that Taqwa (consciousness and fear of 

Allah), honesty, integrity and ability are the prerequisites to chosing anybody as his 

aide or advisor. Prior to their nomination, he should check up the reputation of his 

advisors. This precautionary measure will serve as a safeguard against the spread of 

corruption in society and serve the cause of goodness. Secondly, a ruler should obey 

the Commands of Allah and His Messenger ~ because this discipline will not only 

keep him safe from making faults but will also serve as a shield against the 

machinations of wicked people. 

679. 'PJshah Lp ..lJt ~ .; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When 
Allah desires good for a ruler, He 
appoints for him a sincere adviser who 
will remind him if he forgets and helps 
him if he remembers. When Allah 
wishes for him the contrary, He 
appoints for him a bad adviser who 
will not remind him if he forgets , nor 
will he help him if he remembers." 
[Abu Dawud with a good chain of 

narrators] 

Commentary: In the recruitment of good and scrupulous aides lies the Blessing of 

Allah to a ruler because such aides will prove helpful to him in making sound 

judgements, reaching right conclusions and guarding him against leaning towards evil 

ways. Yet, if all of these aides are self-seekers, flatterers and corrupt, they will 

undoubtedly influence his decision-making in a bad way. And one can believe that the 

end of the ruler will be far from being desirable because history also supports this view. 

As for the Hereafter, he will be hardly safe from the infernal torment. 
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CHAPTER 83 

PROHIBITION OF APPOINTING 

AN ASPIRANT PERSON TO A 

PUBLIC OFFICE OF AUTHORITY 

680. Abu Musa Ash'ari .;..., .& 1 c,r"J 
reported: I called on the Prophet ~ 

with two of my cousins. One of them 

said to him: "O Messenger of Allah ~ ' 

appoint me governor of some land 

over which Allah has given you 

authority." The other also requested 

for something of the same nature. 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, "By 

Allah we do not appoint someone to 

this post who seeks it or someone who 

contends for it." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

iJ\..~I 9_,; (.r' ~I ~4 -Nf' 

.:,J "·=••4~_,ll 0-° w~J ~w.allJ 

~ :,...~ ~ ✓? J1 ,4JL 

Cr!'~ ~?½1 .__;,.j. ':'.'.1 :}- - iA• 

~ ~I );, ~; :J li ~ .& 1 

Jili ,._? -f. ~ ~~J-' C1 
_fa- c;1 .&1 J_;,,J G : ~:..;.1 
J~_, \ ~J ~ '.&1 !J~_, ~ ~ 

.;; .,,.. ,,..,,.. ,., I ,... ,,. _, 

'1 .&1_, L;p :Jw \~~~?'11 
,.,;: , 't .,,.. o ,., I '!, J 

ji ,JL:;, l.b-1 p1 1-h Jy 
-0 ~ tt ~ (r? l.b-1 

Commentary: This Hadfth supports the theme presented in this chapter by Imam 

An-Nawawi, that is, a person pushing himself up for an office should be deprived of it. 

Ambitious persons usually manage to get a high office for self-aggrandizement, 

damaging the interests of other people. A government should primarily aim at the 

welfare of people and not serve the interests of the privileged few or benefit the 

holders of key posts alone. 
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CHAPTER 84 

EXALTATION OF MODESTY 

681. lbn 'Umar 1 , 6 .. ...Jii ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
passed by a man of the Ansar who 
was admonishing his brother regarding 
shyness. Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Leave him alone, for modesty is a 

part of Iman ." [Al-Bukhari and Mus­

lim] 

-..J;)~I -..,\:S - ' II 581 II 

-!..;,JI_, ..J..;a;_, .. ~I '-:"'~ -At 
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.;; ,... > 0 ,... ,. _., ,.,,,, 

.:.i~ <\.y.) 11 : * .&1 J_?J Jw 

. .J_c ~((~~'{I~ ~~I 

Commentary: The Ansari, who was being lectured by his brother, was indeed an 

embodiment of modesty and unpretentiousness. Such a man is never sharp in worldly 

affairs because modesty restrains him from following wrong ways. For this reason, 

modesty has been called a part of the faith. This is an inborn quality, that is, some 

people are unassertive by birth. Yet, if they are gradually guided and directed towards 

virtues, their unassumingness further increases. And in Islam it is counted a virtue. 

682. 'Imran bin Husain 1.-.p ..Ji 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Shyness does not bring anything 
except good." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In a narration of Muslim : Messen­
ger of Allah ~ said, "All of shyness is 
good." 

~ ) ,~ c:r. Zi1~ :.F, -iAr 
, , , :* .&1 J_?J Jl; :Jt; ,y ,Ji \ 

~ (( , : ~1 -t '1 n.:;J1 11 r , '-:F· 
. Ji_ 
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Commentary: This Had'ith enlightens us on the excellence of modesty, which serves 

the good purpose of preventing man from the disobedience of Allah and from 

immoral and evil pursuits. Evidently, it has a salutary impact on society. Besides, it 

keeps man free from sins, and, consequently, he will stand blameless with Allah . From 

this standpoint, modesty is certainly a thorough good. 

683. Abu Hurairah ~ .:iii ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"Iman has sixty odd or seventy odd 

branches. The uppermost of all these is 

the Testimony of Faith: 'La ilaha 

illallah' (there is no true god except 
Allah) while the least of them is the 

removal of harmful object from the 

road. And shyness is a branch of 

Iman." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

., , 
d' ; :., 
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; J '~ j~ J ,~di A : tl ~ III 

~I : t1 ;'.; ~Jly il . ~).;_i i Jt ~'k.J I er, 

H<5;\riy ll Jij11 :Hil.l_:;1\y ll .il...::,;Jiy 

~j_;J ;L_;;JJ ~ J .;l~J .;._;s ',?~.Y- L_;; 

. illt r J 
Commentary: This Had'ith has already occurred in a previous chapter, see 

commentary on Had'ith No. 125. Here it has been repeated with reference to the 

degrees of Faith. Modesty, too, is a part of Faith, rather one of its most important 

ingredients, because it plays an effective role in the training and sublimation of human 

psyche. 

684. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri -:.s- .& 1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ was 
even shier than a virgin behind her veil. 

When he saw something which he 
disliked, we could perceive it on his 

Cri' '.J ~~ill\ :.~ ·· ~f :.F, - iAt 
, , , 

~ ,ili\ Jy~ .jl5 :Jt.; ,~ .iii 
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face. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

. '- - . _;: I\ - ''.· -- '.'1 .!.l ''. 
'-?~ ,y ~ ~ ~ (::""!-.J -~ • .;-' 

~ - .ci1 lii1 f : - c ·-- . '-.:ii - J -- . ~ ,✓, ✓ _.) ).) <..Y'-' 

- -~ \ :~f-;"1½1¼j~:t;,J1 :Jli-11 

Commentary: Though this Hadith particularly refers to the character of Messenger 

of Allah ~, it also reveals the fact that modesty is a peculiar quality of woman. An 

unmarried woman, above all else, is considered to be the embodiment of bashfulness. 

Islamic countries have witnessed many curses of western civilization and the worst is 

the one which has robbed away the modesty of woman because it is the last protective 

shield of Islamic civilization which the enemy is consistently sweeping off. May Allah 

grant Muslims the insight to avert this wickedness! 

CHAYfER85 

SECRECY OF PRIVATE MATTERS 

(GUARDING SECRETS) 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And fulfill (every) covenant. Verily! 
The covenant, will be questioned 
about." (17:34) 

685. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ .&1 c?J 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The most evil of the people to Allah 

on the Day of Resurrection will be the 

man who consorts with his wife and 

then publicizes her secret." [Muslim] 

II II 
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Commentary: Islam treats conjugal union as a sacred and secret act, both in social 

and moral terms. Indeed, the sanctity of conjugal rights contributes to the 

consolidation of moral norms and social cohesion. Yet, what passes between wife 

and husband on the consummation night is usually taken in a light vein in our 

societies. In the morning, both of them relate their sexual experience to their friends 

respectively. This is moral indecency which is incompatible with human dignity and 

civilized behaviour. This Hadfth reckons it as a grave sin which must be eschewed. The 

bed-experience must be kept private by the married couple to the exclusion of a third 

person. 

686. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar .wl ~ J 

~ reported: My father ('Umar ~ J 

c..._., .&1) said: When (his daughter) 

Hafsah (~ .& 1 ~ J) became a widow, 
I met 'Uthman bin 'Affan ~ .& 1 ~) 

and offered Hafsah for marriage to 

him. 'Uthman said: "I shall think over 

the matter." I waited for a few days 

and then 'Uthman met me and said: 

" It occurred to me that I should not 

marry at present." Then I met Abu 

Bakr~ .&1 ~ J and said to him: "If you 
are willing, I shall marry my daughter 

Hafsah to you." Abu Bakr ~ .&1 ~ J 

remained silent and did not utter any 

word to me in reply. I grew more angry 

with him than with 'Uthman. I had 
waited for only a few days when 
Messenger of Allah ~ asked for her 
hand in marriage and I married her to 

him. Thereafter, I met Abu Bakr ~ J 

= .& I who said, "Perhaps you were 
angry with me when you offered 
Hafsah to me and I said nothing in 
reply." I said, "Yes, that is so." He 
said, "Nothing stopped me to respond 

.iii ~ 'j r J. .iii~ :_;.J - iAi 
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to your offer except that I knew that 

Messenger of Allah ~ had mentioned 

her and I could not disclose the secret 

of Messenger of Allah ~ - Had 

Messenger of Allah ~ left her, I 

would have accepted her." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

&1 , ' \ ~\ .,:,, :, ~\j':: :JL.; 
- o E;J ~, . 

,~:5 ~\ '11 "';: ~-~ ~ '-I O < J _, 

:Ii , ~-<; ~ ": 11 ~1 ~ ,- .r _') ~ ,, 
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- ~ ,w , J-"J r ,.r~- ,._,r 

~\)) . ~i; D ~I 4-5) .,3., 
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'<';-J.1 ~ ..:..,:;i . .;, :~f 11~b :j_;; 

:« .:.,l,;.. j11 -~.iii~) J:; ~ jj ~\Sj 

Commentary: To keep a secret and not to disclose it to people is the theme of this 

chapter as reflected in this Hadith. The Hadith has also other points which invite our 

attention. Firstly, a man can offer his daughter's hand to a righteous person. Secondly, 

it is undesirable for parents to send a message to another party for the wedlock of their 

daughter when talks with someone else are already continuing in this regard. Thirdly, 

if Messenger of Allah ~ wanted to marry a woman but could not realize his intention 

for a reason or another, it was permissible for a Muslim to marry her because, 

juristically speaking, such a woman could not be counted as the Prophet's wife. 

687. 'A.ishah Lp 4 1 ~ .> reported: 
On one occasion all the wives of the 

Prophet ~ were with him when his 

daughter, Fatimah Lp 4 1 ~ .1, who 
walked after the style of his father, 

came there. He (~ ) welcomed her 
saying, "Welcome, 0 my daughter", 

and made her sit on his right side, or 

on his left side and then whispered 

something to her at which she wept 

bitterly. When he perceived her grief, 

he talked secretly to her again and she 

smiled (with happiness). I said to her: 
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"Messenger of Allah ~ chose you 
from amongst all his wives to speak 
secretly to you and yet you cried." 
When he left, I asked her, "What did 
Messenger of Allah ~ say to you?" 
She said, "I will not divulge the secret 

of Messenger of Allah ~ -" When 
Messenger of Allah ~ passed away, I 
said to her: "I adjure you by the right I 
have in respect of you to tell me what 
Messenger of Allah ~ had told you." 
She said: "Now (when Messenger of 
Allah ~ has died) , I will tell you. 
When he whispered to me the first 
time, he told me, 'Jibril (Gabriel) used 
to listen to my recitation of the Qur'an 
and then recite it back to me once or 
twice a year, and this time he has done 
it twice; and so I perceive that my 
death is approaching. Then be mindful 
of your duty to Allah and be patient 
and steadfast, for I shall be an 
excellent predecessor for you.' On 
this I wept as you saw. When he 
perceived my distress he talked to me 
secretly the second time and said, 'O 
Fatimah, are you not pleased that you 
will be the chief among the believing 
women or of this Ummah?' This made 
me smile as you saw.'' 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith , too, has an implication for keeping a secret and 
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concealing it from people. Moreover, we learn that one can spontaneously weep over 

hearing a sorrowful occurrence and also that we should be patient in distress. The 

Hadith also teaches us not to feel proud upon receiving a blessing. Above all , the 

excellence of Fatimah 4-:..- <l>I ~ J and the advisability of reading the Qur'an are 

brought into our focus. 

688. Thabit ;._;__,, -.ii i ~ .) reported: 

Anas ~ .iii c,r".J said: Messenger of 
Allah ~ came to me while I was 
playing with the boys. He greeted us 
and sent me on an errand . This 
delayed my return to my mother. 
When I came to her, she asked, 
"What detained you?" I said; "Mes­

senger of Allah ~ sent me on an 
errand." She asked, "What was it?" I 
said, "It is a secret." My mother said; 
"Do not disclose to anyone the secret 

of Messenger of Allah ~ -" Anas c,r".J 
~ .ii i said to Thabit ~ .iii er" J: By 
Allah, were I to tell it to anyone I 
would have told you. [Muslim] 
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Commentary: Here, too, an emphasis has been laid on keeping a secret. When 

Anas ...:.s- .ii i ~ J told his mother about the cause of secrecy, she refrained from insisting 

that the secret should be disclosed to her. Rather, she lent support to her son's 

standpoint and advised him to conceal the secret. To be sure, it is part of moral 

teaching that we should keep the secrets of friends in our hearts. Unless we receive a 

go-ahead from a friend, we must not make his secret public. 

CHAPTER 86 

FULFILLMENT OF PROMISES 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

¥~ .. u.,i1 ,.A -Ai 
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"And fulfill (every) covenant. Verily! 

The covenant will be questioned about. 
(17:34) 

"And fulfill the Covenant of Allah 

(Bai'ah: pledge for Islam) when you 

have covenanted." (16:91) 

"0 you who believe! Fulfill (your) 

obligations." (5:1) 

"0 you who believe! Why do you say 

that which you do not do? Most 

hateful it is with Allah that you say 

that which you do not do." (61:2,3) 

689. Abu Hurairah ~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Three are the signs of a hypocrite: 
When he speaks, he lies; when he 
makes a promise, he breaks it; and 
when he is trusted, he betrays his 

trust." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration adds the words: 
"Even if he observes Saum (fasts), 

performs Salat (prayer) and claims to 
be a Muslim." 

.['l"i :,l~'{I] {1)..:_; 0( /~\ 

\~~ !Ji -}-+-~ ~si;➔ : J~ Jt.;_, 

:J~ J t.; _, .[O.\ :~\] ~.;j~ 
,.t:~Yit i~~ t~ /1; -:' ]11/f-l£~ ''C~,_ ~--' ..,...,. ~/ "-.-:: ."!' 

~JI ~~t : J~ Jt.;_, . [ \ : o~\.J1J 

5)~ 1 ~ ~jfa ~- ~,: 
/. f { .,. ,,,, ,,,, -:; .1 ,,, \~!'/ ,,,,,, .,,, 

') ~ \.,>~ L) ~\ ~ -::..u j:-f= 

.[i"' :~\] ~..::::,fa~ 

,~ .iii ~ 'j ~;._; cl\ :}- - iAO. 

~8-11 ¾Tn : Jt.; ~ .iii J_;., 'j 0\ 
ii_:; \~\~ ,..::.,.ls _;~ \~\ : J.,-:i 

1/ . ~ 

~ H.)~ ~jl bµ ,..::.J;.f 
. Ji. 

~µn : ~ ~IJ! ~ .> lj 

. II~ ~f ~jJ ~) 

Commentary: This Hadfth has already been mentioned in the chapter about trusts. 

See Commentary on Hadfth No. 201. Its repetition here is meant to stress the point 

that a hypocrite is recognized by breaking his promise. 

690. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

~ .ii 1 ~ J reported: The Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "Four are the 
qualities which, when found in a 
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and one who possesses one of them, 

possesses one characteristic of hypoc­

risy until he abandons it. These are: 

When he is entrusted with something, 

he betrays trust; when he speaks, he 

lies; when he promises, he acts trea­

cherously; and when he argues, he 

behaves in a very imprudent, insulting 
manner." [Al-Bukharf and Muslim] 

~jl l~l : 4-i~ J_;_ JW\ 

l~l_:; I .::.,.is ._sl_;. bl_:; I~ L:;. 

~ ((~ ~L,;. I~µ I )Ji i;~ 

Commentary: Theologically speaking, a disagreement between heart and tongue -

or word and deed - about the declaration of faith in Islam is defined as hypocrisy. In 

the lifetime of the Prophet ~ there existed a group of hypocrites whose traits of 

characters have been outlined in Ahiidith. Humanly it is not possible to perceive 

malice hidden in one's heart. Even Messenger of Allah ~ hardly knew what lay in the 

hearts of people because, despite having the exalted status of Prophethood, he was 

fundamentally a human. Allah, however, had revealed hearts to him. But today, we 

have no error-free source to pick hypocrites from the ranks of believers. Quite 

naturally, we fall back on the Hadith which provides us definite symptoms of the 

character and manners of hypocrites so as to distinguish them from sincere Muslims. 

'Ulama' say that there are two aspects of hypocrisy, relating to faith and practice. In 

the first case, a hypocrite conceals his disbelief in his heart but verbally professes 

Islam. Anyone who belongs to this category of hypocrites will be, as stated in the 

Qur'an: "In the lowest depths of the Fire." ( 4:145). In the second case, a man does 

have faith in his heart but in practice he portrays the characteristics of a hypocrite, 

unfortunately a majority of today's Muslims practically behave like hypocrites and 

possess their propensities. It is this hypocritical attitude and moral deficiencies of 

Muslims that have degraded them and made Islam unappealing. May Allah put 

Muslims on the right path! 

691. Jabir ~ ..iii ~ _; reported: The 
Prophet ~ said to me, "When the 
revenues of Bahrain will arrive, I shall 

give you such and such and such." He 
passed away before the revenues were 

received. When they arrive during the 

caliphate of Abu Bakr ~ -11 ~ _;, he 
ordered to be announced: "Anyone 

:J li ~ --ti ~ J t t_;. ;_;.) -'i°'' 
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whom Messenger of Allah ~ promised 
or owed anything, should come to 
him. " I went to him and said: 

"Messenger of Allah ~ had said to 
me such and such." He took a double 
handful out of the money and gave it 
to me. I counted it and found that it 
was five hundred dirham. Then Abu 
Bakr;.;.&- .iii ~ J said to me: "Take twice 
as much more of that amount." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

.... .,,;:,,, l o ,... ,... ,, 
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Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~, according to Al-Bukhari, spread his both 

hands thrice in a gesture and indicated to Jabir = <il l er" J: "I will give you double 

handfuls of money thrice". Abu Bakr = ..i, 1 er" J, however, fulfilled the Prophet's 

promise during his caliphate. 

This Hadith is suggestive of fulfillment of the deceased pledge by the ascendant, that 

is, his death will not invalidate it. Rather, the responsibility of fulfilling his pledge 

devolves upon his inheritors. Similarly, a new ruler is under obligation to carry out the 

commitment made by his predecessor on the government level. 

CHA.PTER87 

SAFEGUARDING AND 

PERPETUATING GOOD HABITS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
''Verily, Allah will not change the 

(good) condition of a people as long as 

they do not change their state (of 
goodness) themselves (by committing 

sins and by being ungrateful and 
disobedient to Allah)." (13:11) 

"And be not like her who undoes the 
thread which she has spun, after it has 
become strong." (16:92) 

" ... lest they become as those who 
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received the Scripture [the Taurat 
(Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)] 
before (i.e., Jews and Christians), and 
the term was prolonged for them and so 
their hearts were hardened?" (57:16) 

"But that they did not observe it 
with the right observance." (57:27) 

692. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'A.s 

l....p- ...ii i ~ _; reported: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said to me, "O 'Abdullah! Do 

not be like so-and-so; he used to get up 

at night for optional prayer but 

abandoned it later." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

'-'~~, ....,l:;S' - ' II 591 II 

Ll), :_)L..; J\jJ . [\i :-½.i.;J I] 

. ['\'V : -½..WI] ~~-~-! J;_ c;,_;~ 

c.r. J.J4>' c.r. .iii +;i :_;.:, -i\Y 

J JL; JL; y .:ill ~ J ✓WI 

Commentary: This Hadith also stresses the same point, that is, man should be 

steadfast in his good doings. There should be no cessation in this respect, otherwise, he 

will unconsciously begin to incline to evil and, therefore, to the erosion of moral 

foundations of his character. Steadfastness in the observance of good ensures man's 

security against pitfalls and has Divine approval, too. 

CHAPTER 88 

EXCELLENCE OF MEETING 

WITH A SMILING 

COUNTENANCE AND 

POLITENESS IN SPEECH 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And lower your wings for the 
believers (be courteous to the fellow­
believers) ." (15:88) 

"And had you been severe and 

4i')U,_, r~' ~ 
~WJI .1:.&- ~_,JI 

~G:'., A"~), ~~ ...t1 J\J 

:JL,;3 JL;J .[AA :~I] ~~~ 
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harsh-hearted, they would have bro­
ken away from about you." (3:159) 

693. 'Adi bin Hatim ~ .11 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Guard yourselves against the Fire ( of 
Hell) even if it be only with half a date­
fruit (given in charity); and if you 
cannot afford even that, you should 
at least say a good word." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

.iii ~ ) -~t_;. J. ~~ ;y. - i4.f 
.,.... ., .. .. 

1_,i1)) : ~ .&1 J_?J JL; : Jli ~ 

~ r3 ~ §~ ~ _j}_, iJ1 
.Ji, ___ 11d ~ 

• c,-"'--" • ·· • , ; 

Commentary: This Had'ith highlights the point that Sadaqah has great benefits and 

even in its minimum scope and quantity it can ensure our safety against Hell-fire. We 

are told that ifwe do not have even a single date or half of it to give to a needy person, 

we can manage to have the same benefit by talking to him in a compassionate tone, 

provided we have Faith in our heart. 

694. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "It is 
also charity to utter a good word." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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. ~fa: r.ti 
Commentary: In Islam, it is not spending money alone that counts as charity; 

talking to somebody in a decent way also comes in the same context. Now, one can feel 

the importance Islam gives to moral values and good manners. This saying of 

Messenger of Allah ~ is part of a long Had'ith mentioned earlier. See Had'ith No. 122. 

695. Abu Dharr ;.;..., .ii 1 '-F" J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Do not 
disdain a good deed, (no matter how 
small it may seem) even if it is your 
meeting with your (Muslim) brother 
with a cheerful face. " [Muslim] 
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1. THE BOOK OF GOOD MANNERS 

Commentary: Every deed approved by the Shari'ah is considered good and 

rewarding. Howsoever seemingly small people may consider it, it must not be looked 

at from a highbrow angle. Even to meet people cheerfully is one of the Islamic virtues, 

though it may appear quite insignificant to some people. 

CHAPTER 89 

CLARITY OF DISCOURSE 

696. Anas ~ .ii I ~ J reported: 
Whenever the Prophet ~ said 
something, he would repeat his words 
thrice so that the meanings would be 
understood fully; and whenever he 
came upon a group of people, he 
would greet them, and he would 
repeat salutation thrice. [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

i'.)\S:JI .:,~ '-:-'~I '-:-'4 -M 

~ o .r.fa J ~ \:.-U ~ w,4, 
.!JJ-½ ~l ~ r-l i;1 ~ 

~f \~ .&1 ~) ~f :}- -"\°i"\ 

~ ~ l~l 0l5 ~ ~I 
J, OJ, _,. ~ ,., t 

I~µ -~ ~ _).;- L;y\; t;.;~1 

~ ;..fic ~ ,i.,; ..fa- J\ 
· (?~~1 ~1)) . ~* ;..fic 

Commentary: To lay stress on a point thrice or to repeat greetings, according to this 

Hadith, is preferable. It is particularly so when a situation so demands and when 

explaining a point to the audience once and twice may not be enough. 

697. 'Aishah Lp .ii i ~ J reported: ~ .&I ~ J ~~ :_;-3 -"\W 
the speech of Messenger of Allah ~ 
was so clear that all those who listened 
to it would understand it. [Abu Dawud] 

~ _, .&1 J , , 
, .,..... .) r~ 0l5 : -:Jt; 

, , ,, 0 ,... 0 , 
t , , , .,,. ~-- ~ ~% ·"-"---=- ✓ JS ~ 

,, ,~ , ,, .,,. 

->Jb yl .1__,J 

Commentary: Interpreting 'Aishah's report , some commentators say that 

Messenger of Allah ~ used to speak clearly and decisively. However, it may also 

mean that, while speaking, he would pause upon his words in such a way that each and 

every word which came from his lips appeared detached from the other. He was never 
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like those who speak quickly and their words are mixed up with each other. This 

Hadfth reflects the Prophet's eloquence as well as his due care and decency in putting 

in his viewpoint to the convenience of his audience. 

CHAPTER 90 

LISTENING ATTENTIVELY 

698. Jari:r bin 'Abdullah ~ .& 1 cr"J 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ asked 
me on the occasion of the Farewell 
Pilgrimage to tell the people to keep 
silent, then he (~ ) said, "Do not revert 
to disbelief after me, chopping the 
heads of one another. " [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

~J.:,J ..r:-1,,:JI ... ~! '-:"'4 -\ • 
..:.,l.,a.:.::....IJ •r'~ .r-3 ':?.ill ~ 

4-.b..o . b- ~1)1 ...1t;.i1 . ':?~ J ' \' 

..ii I :,ri> 'j ..ii I ~ J. ..r-?- :.}- - "\ \ t\ 
, , , 

--i- ~ .&1 J_?_; J JI_; :J \.i ~ 

~ ((~\]\ ,: /~ ' .. \II : t.1;)1 ~ 
~ ~ l~LlS" t.S~ I~ j '} 11 : Jt.; . ,... .. .,.. 

-~~((~~L;_)F , , 

Commentary: Commenting on this Hadith, Imam An-Nawawi has argued that one 

is allowed to lend ear to somebody if he has something reasonable to say. This will not 

be considered as eavesdropping which is unallowable on doctrinal basis. Secondly, 

silence is a prerequisite of setting ears to a sermon. And a Khatib ( one who delivers a 

sermon) is perfectly justified if he asks his audience to observe silence so as to be able 

to listen to him in real earnest. 

CHAPTER91 

BREVITY IN PREACHING 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Invite (mankind, 0 Muhammad 

~ ) to the way of your Rubb (i.e., 
Islam) with wisdom (i.e., with the 

Divine Revelation and the Qur'an) 
and fair preaching." (16:125) 

699. Shaqiq bin Salamah reported: 

. [\'l'O 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



1. THE BOOK OF GOOD MANNERS 

lbn Mas'G.d = .ii 1 ~ J used to preach 
to us once every Thursday. A man said 
to him: "O Abu 'Abdur-Rahman, we 

love your talk and we wish that you 
preach us every day." He said: "There 

is nothing to prevent me from doing 
so, but I don't lest I bore you. I follow 
the same method in preaching to you 

that Messenger of Allah ii! adopted in 
preaching to us for fear of boredom." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth throws light on the indispensability of equilibrium in 

sermons and discourses so that people may not shun them. Monotony, though well 

designed, is repugnant to human nature. Similarly, teaching and instructional training 

requires such hours which may facilitate people's willing participation. Compulsion 

and economic incentives rarely work in spiritual spheres. We are also informed of the 

Companions' keenness to follow Messenger of Allah ~ -

700. 'Ammar bin Yasir Lo.p .iii~.) 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
ii'§ saying, "Prolonging Salat (prayer) 
and shortening the Khutbah (religious 
talk) indicate the religious knowledge 
of the person. Make your Salat long 
and your sermon short." [Muslim] 

:J li y 

Commentary: A prolonged Salat (prayer) by no means implies a disregard of 

worshipper's constraints. It is indeed forbidden. Rather the Imam is emphatically told 
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to perform a brief and concise Sa/at because his followers also include, amongst 

others, the weak, the aged and the sick people. Herein an emphasis is laid on 

prolonging Sa/at instead of Khutbah (religious talk). The Friday Khutbah is meant to 

be brief. It must not be too lengthy in relation to a brief Sa/at offered heedlessly and in 

sheer haste. Sa/at must be offered in all humility and with full attention and 

concentration of mind. Furthermore, a worshippper ought to maintain a well-paused 

equilibrium in different postures of its performance. Brevity should be kept in view of 

Khutbah . 

701. Mu'awiyah bin Al-Hakam As­

Sulami = ..ll l ~ J reported: While I 
was in Salat with Messenger of Allah 

~, a man in the congregation sneezed 
and I responded with: 'Yarhamuk­

Allah (Allah have mercy on you).' 
The people stared at me with disap­
proving looks. So I said: "May my 
mother lose me. Why are you staring at 
me?" Thereupon, they began to strike 

their thighs with their hands. When I 
saw them urging to me to remain 
silent, I became angry but restrained 

myself. When Messenger of Allah ~ 
concluded his Salat. I have never 
before seen an instructor who gave 
better instruction than he, may my 

father and mother be sacrificed for 
him. He neither remonstrated me, nor 
beat me, nor abused me. He simply 
said, "It is not permissible to talk 
during Salat because it consists of 
glorifying Allah, declaring His Great­
ness as well as recitation of the 
Qur'an," or he said words to that 
effect." I said: "O Allah's Messenger, 
I have but recently accepted Islam, 
and Allah has favoured us with Islam. 
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There are still some people among us 
who go to consult soothsayers." He 
said, "Do not consult them." Then I 
said: "There are some of us who are 
guided by omens." He said, "These 

things which come to their minds. They 
should not be influenced by them." 
(Muslim) 

..... 1: 0 J, J, ,.,,, J, ,, ,, 0 ~ 

.J'-" '~-!JJ.....;, --1-- .,,_;)~ ~'--?' 

-~;1J.) ((~~ 

E:_ :2 ; i, ;:f:: i1 .u1 ~ ,, J5li1n 

Commentary: This Hadith emphasizes four points. Firstly, as no talk is allowed in 

Salat (prayer), nobody can utter benedictory words for a sneezer either. Secondly, this 

Hadfth throws light on the Prophet's way of imparting moral instruction to others. He 

would prudently enlighten ignorant people on Islam, avoiding to express his 

resentment over their lapses which simply betrayed their lack of knowledge. This 

has a lesson for 'Ulama ' and preachers. Thirdly, Muslims are prohibited from 

consulting soothsayers. Fourthly, belief in bad omens is also prohibited. Divinations 

and presages were the popular fallacies of Arabs in the pre-Islamic epoch. Islam 

abolished them. Yet, once again these absurdities have caught the fancy of ignorant 

Muslims. May Allah guide them! 

702. 'Irbad bin Sariyah ~ -uil ~ _; 

reported: One day, Messenger of Allah 
~ delivered a very effective speech, as 
a result, eyes shed tears and hearts 
became softened. A man said: "O 
Prophet of Allah! It sounds as if this 
is a farewell speech, so advise us." He 
(~ ) said, "I admonish you to fear 
Allah, and to listen and obey even if a 
black slave has been appointed as your 
leader. For whoever among you lives 
after me will see much discord. So hold 
fast to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of 
the Rightly-Guided Caliphs who will 
come after me. Adhere to them and 
hold fast to them. Beware of Bid'ah (in 

(ri' J ~l.:. J. er'\:~\ </) - V. y 
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religion) because every Bid'ah is a 

misguidance." 
[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 

Commentary: According to this Hadith , the best sermon may be defined as brief, 

comprehensive, appealing and beneficial. Refer to the Commentary on Hadith No. 

185. 

CHAPTER 92 

DIGNITY AND TRANQUILLITY 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And the (faithful) slaves of the 

Most Gracious (Allah) are those who 
walk on the earth in humility and 
sedateness, and when the foolish 
address them (with bad words) they 
reply back with mild words of gentle­
ness." (25:63) 

703. 'A.ishah \.p- .& 1 ~ J reported: I 
have never seen Messenger of Allah ~ 
laughing so heartily that his uvula 
could be seen. He used to smile only. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

II II 
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r21 '_;;-_ ~ \.), 
Commentary: To laugh much is one of the sign of indifference to the remembrance 

of Allah. Besides, the habit of laughing aloud robs away the dignity and impressiveness 

of a man. 
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CHAPTER 93 

EXCELLENCE OF WALKING 

SOLEMNLY (TOWARDS THE 

MOSQUE) TO PERFORM AS-

SALAT (THE PRAYER) AND 

OTHER RELIGIOUS DUTIES 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And whosoever honours the Sym­

bols of Allah, then it is truly from the 
piety of the heart." (22:32) 

704. Abu Hurairah ~ ...li 1 ~ J 

reported: I heard the Messenger of 
Allah ~ saying, "When the lqamah 

are pronounced, do not come to it 
running, you should walk calmly with 
tranquillity to join the congregation. 
Then join in what you catch for and 
complete what you miss." 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In Muslim it is added: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "For when one of you is 
walking for Salat, he is, in fact, 
engaged in Salat." 

..... :;:; 0 ,,,, .., J --
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ci- ~ §~I .Jl J~ ~ts l~l 
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Commentary: This Hadith prevents us from running or walking hurriedly in order 

to join a congregational prayer because this is undignified. Whereas, we are 

commanded to be self-composed and dignified with regard to all matters. Secondly, 

when a believer walks up to the mosque after performing ablution at home, he is 

considered to be in a state of Sa/at. Thirdly, the first Rak 'ah he prays behind the Imam 

will be counted his first Rak'ah, so he must make up for the Rak'ah he may have 

missed, if any, after the Imam has concluded his Sa/at. 
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705. Ibn 'Abbas I g " .& 1 ~ J 

reported: I accompanied the Prophet 
~ while we were returning from 
'Arafat. Messenger of Allah ~ heard 
behind him a loud noise of beating and 
of driving the camels forcibly. He 
pointed towards it with his whip and 
said, "O people! Proceed calmly. No 
virtue lies in rushing." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 
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Commentary: People return from 'Arafat jostling against one another as if they are 

being thrust forward from behind. Such an act is incompatible with decorum. 

Messenger of Allah ~ advised them to observe tranquillity and orderliness and to 

avoid a disorderly haste. There is indeed dire need to act upon this advice of 

Messenger of Allah ~ at Hajj sites during the performance of the sacred rites. May 

Allah guide Muslims! 

CHAPTER 94 

HONOURING THE GUEST 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Has the story reached you, of the 

honoured guests [three angels; Jibril 
(Gabriel) along with another two] of 
Ibrahim (Abraham)? When they came 

in to him and said: 'Salam (peace be 
upon you),' He answered: 'Salam 
(peace be upon you),' and said: 'You 
are a people unknown to me.' Then he 

turned to his household, and brought 

II I 
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out a roasted calf [as the property of 
Ibrahim (Abraham) was mainly cows]. 

And placed it before them, (saying): 
'Will you not eat?"' (51: 24-27) 

"And his (Lot's) people came rush­
ing towards him, and since aforetime 
they used to commit crimes (sodomy), 
he said: '0 my people! Here are my 
daughters (i.e., the women of the 
nation), they are purer for you (if 
you marry them lawfully). So fear 
Allah and degrace me not with regard 
to my guests! Is there not among you a 
single right-minded man? "' (11:78) 

706. Abu Hurairah <L...:-.J, .,jJ\ ~ .; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "He 
who believes in Allah and the Last 

Day, Jet him show hospitality to his 
guest; and he who believes in Allah 

and the Last Day, let him maintain 
good relation with kins; and he who 

believes in Allah and the Last Day, let 
him speak good or remain silent." [A/­
Bukhari and Muslim] 

0f ~ .ii i ~~ ~;.; c1;f :_; -V • "\ 
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Commentary: To honour a guest means to welcome him cheerfully, entertain him 

happily according to our capacity and have full regard of his comfort and rest. As for 

our relatives, we are supposed to treat them nicely and to do our duty towards them. 

Reserve in speech implies that we should avoid senseless and irrelevant talk. We are 

apt to pass most of our time in the remembrance of Allah, seeking His forgiveness and 

saying what is good to everybody. Or we had better keep si lent. These three qualities 

are possessed by those people who believe in Allah and the Day of Reckoning. 

In other words, those who lack these qualities betray only a weak and imperfect Faith. 
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707. Abu Shuraih Khuwailid bin J.l.: ' ~ ., ~ \ • ,, V • V J. , --~ L"__,..:;. cl; ✓ J -

'Amr Al-Khuza'i =- ...t1 ~ J reported: 
I heard Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
"He who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day, should accommodate his guest 
according to his right." He was asked: 
"What is his right, 0 Messenger of 
Allah?" He (~ ) replied: "It is (to 
accommodate him) for a day and a 
night, and hospitality extends for three 
days, and what is beyond that is 
charity." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

In Muslim it is added: Messenger of 
Allah ~ said, "It is not permissible for 
a Muslim to stay so long with his 
brother till he makes him sinful." He 
was asked: "O Messenger of Allah, 
how can he make him sinful?" He 
replied, "He prolongs his stay with him 
till nothing is left with the host to 
entertain him (guest)." 
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Commentary: This Hadith throws light on something more of the etiquette and 

scope of hospitality. A guest ought to be given the best entertainment on the first day 

and night. For the next two days, hospitality should be moderate. On the fourth day, 

the guest should leave for his destination. Yet if he chooses to stay, hospitality will be 

in the sense of charity. 
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CHAPfER 95 

EXCELLENCE OF CONVEYING 

GLAD TIDINGS AND 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"So announce the good news to My 

slaves. Those who listen to the Word 
[good advice La ilizha illallizh (none has 

the right to be worshipped but Allah) 

and Islamic Monotheism] and follow 

the best thereof (i.e., worship Allah 

Alone, repent to Him and avoid 

Taghut)." (39: 17, 18) 

"Their Rubb gives them glad tidings 

of a Mercy from Him, and that He is 

pleased (with them), and of Gardens 

(Jannah) for them wherein are ever­

lasting delights." (9:21) 

"But receive the glad tidings of 

Jannah which you have been pro­

mised! " (41:30) 
"So we gave him the glad tidings of a 

forbearing boy." (37:101) 
"And verily, there came Our mes­

sengers to Ibrahim (Abraham) with 

glad tidings." (11:69) 

"And his wife was standing (there), 

and she laughed [either, because the 

messengers did not eat their food or 

for being glad for the destruction of the 

people of Lut (Lot)]. But We gave her 

glad tidings of Ishaq (Isaac), and after 

Ishaq, of Ya'qub (Jacob)." (11:71) 
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"Then the angels called him, while 

he was standing in prayer in Al-Mihrilb 

(a praying place or a private room), 

(saying): 'Allah gives you glad tidings 

of Yahya (John)."' (3:39) 

"(Remember) when the angels said: 

'0 Maryam (Mary)! Verily, Allah gives 

you the glad tidings of a Word ['Be!'­

and he was! i.e., 'Isa (Jesus) the son of 

Maryam] from Him, his name will be 
the Messiah 'Isa." (3:45) 

708. 'Abdullah bin Abu Aufa .iii ~ _; 

= reported : Messenger of Allah ~ 

gave glad tidings to Khadijah "11 1 ~ _; 

~ about a palace of hollowed pearls 

in Jannah, free from noise and toil. [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ L.a.11 ._J, ½.J 

'1 J\t ' - - l"I _ ,,,f :_i -V•A Y. _.} r-'" f. ; '-': V-

J. ...t1µ - ~~~ ; f J~3 ,.4;.... 

.&1 J,?_; 01 ~ ..ii i ~ ) J Jf ~\ 

·• (( '. -- '. :, 13' 11 f , ;,\- , I ' ; 'I 
---.a..., .-"2AJJJ [.½--"'-' 

Commentary: This Hadfth throws light on the excellence of Khadijah lp "" ' ~~ 

and also mentions the glad tidings given to her by Messenger of Allah ~ about her 

blessful place in a heavenly abode in the Hereafter. 

709. Abu Musa AI-Ash'ari =.ii i ~ _; 

reported: One day, I performed my 

Wudu ' in my house and then set forth 
with the determination that I would 

stick to Messenger of Allah ~ and 
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1. THE BOOK OF GOOD MANNERS 

spend the whole day with him. I came 
to the mosque and asked about him. 
The Companions told that he (~ ) had 
gone in a certain direction. Abu Musa 
added: I followed him inquiring until I 
came to Bi'r Aris (a well in the suburb 

of Al-Madinah). (There) I sat down at 
the door till he (~) had relieved 
himself and performed Wudu'. Then I 

went to him and saw him sitting on the 
platform of the well with his shanks 
uncovered and his legs dangling in the 
well. I greeted him and returned to the 
door of the garden, saying to myself, "I 
will be the doorkeeper of the Messen­

ger of Allah today." Abu Bakr -.1i 1 ~J 

= came and knocked at the door. I 
said; "Who is that?" He said: "Abu 
Bakr." I said, "Wait a moment." Then 

I went to the Messenger of Allah ~ 
and said, "O Messenger of Allah! Abu 
Bakr is at the door seeking permission 
to enter." He said, "Admit him and 
give him the glad tidings of Jannah." I 

returned and said to Abu Bakr -.1i 1 ~ J 

=: "You may enter and Messenger of 
Allah ~ has given you the glad tidings 
of (entering) Jannah." Abu Bakr ~J 

= 41 came in and sat down on the right 
side of Messenger of Allah ~ and 
suspended his legs into the well and 
uncovered his shanks, as the Messen­
ger of Allah had done. I returned to 
the door and sat down. I had left my 
brother at home while he was perform­
ing Wudu' and intending to join me. I 
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said to myself: "If Allah intends good 
for him (i.e., to be blessed to come at 
this time and receive the glad tidings of 
entering Jannah ), He will bring him 
here." Someone knocked at the door 
and I said, "Who is it?" He said, 
"Umar bin Al-Khattab." I said, "Wait 

a moment." Then I proceeded towards 
Messenger of Allah ~- I greeted him 
and said, "Umar is at the door, seeking 
permission to enter. He said, "Let him 

in and give him the glad tidings of 
entering Jannah." I went back to 
'Umar .:.s, .&1 c.F°J and said to him, 
"Messenger of Allah has given you 
permission as well as glad tidings of 
entering Jannah." He entered and sat 
down with Messenger of Allah ~ on 
his left side and dangled his feet into 
the well. I returned to the door and sat 
down and said to myself: "If Allah 
intends good for my brother, He will 
bring him here." Someone knocked at 
the door and I said, "Who is it?" He 
said, "Uthman bin 'Affan." I said, 

"Wait a moment." I went to Messen­
ger of Allah ~ and informed him 
about his arrival. He said, "Let him in 
and give him glad tidings of entering 
Jannah together with a tribulation 
which he will have to face." I came 
back to him and said, "You may enter; 
and Messenger of Allah ~ gives you 
the glad tidings of entering Jannah 

together with a tribulation that will 
afflict you." He got in and saw that the 
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elevated platform round the well was 
fully occupied. So he sat on opposite 
side. Sa'id bin AJ-Musaiyab,;..., .ii i ~ J 

(a subnarrator) has reported: The 
order in which they sat down indi­

cated the places of their burial. [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 

Another narration adds: Abu Musa 
AJ-Ash'ari,;..., .ii i ~J said: The Prophet 
~ ordered me to guard the door. 
When 'Uthman was told (about the 
misfortune) he praised Allah then said: 
"Allahu Musta 'an (His help is to be 
sought)." 

(The interpretation of Sa'id bin AJ­
Musaiyab is that the graves of Abu 

Bakr and 'Umar ~ .ii i ~ J are by the 
side of the Prophet ~ , in the same 
position they took when they sat next 
to the Prophet ~ while the grave of 
'Uthman is away from their graves, in 
the public graveyard of AJ-Madinah 

known as Baqi' Al-Gharqad). 

Commentary: This Had'ith brings four points under our consideration. First, in 

certain cases, a glad tiding is given about the future life. Second, the Prophet ~ 

himself gave the good news to the first three Rightly-Guided Khulafa ' (caliphs) that 

they would go to Jannah . Now only an inborn wretch can doubt their Faith. Third, the 

riot foretold by the Prophet ~ with regard to 'Uthman = ""1 ~ ; took place in the 

concluding days of his caliphate. Influenced by the wicked and baseless propaganda of 

a Jew, 'Abdullah bin Saba', a splinter group blockaded 'Uthman's house and finally 

put him to death. The incident reveals the Prophet's truthfulness. Fourth, things are 

also interpreted while one is awake, and the power of intuition is of course the basis of 

such a state. Yet, a vision is not necessarily commensurate with the external reality in 

all cases. However, the first two caliphs, as envisioned by Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari ""1 ~ ; 
=, are eternally resting, along with the Prophet ~ , in 'Ai.shah's room, while 'Uthman 

=<iii~; is buried in the Al-Madinan graveyard of Baq'i' Al-Gharqad. 
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710. Abu Hurairah CJ- .ii i ~ J 

reported: We were sitting in the 

company of the Messenger of Allah 

*' and Abu Bakr and 'Umar .ii i ~ J 

r-P were also present. All of a sudden 
the Messenger of Allah ~ got up and 

left us. · When he was late to return to 

us we began to worry lest he should 

meet with trouble in our absence. I was 

the first to be alarmed and set out in 

search of him until I came to a garden 

belonging to Banu-Najjar (a section of 

the Ansar). I went round it looking for 

an entrance, but failed to find one. 

However, I saw a stream of water 

flowing into the garden from a well 

outside. I drew myself together like a 

fox and slinked into the place and 

reached the Messenger of Allah ~ - He 
said, "Is it Abu Hurairah?" I replied in 

the affirmative. He asked, "What is the 

matter with you?" I replied, "You were 

sitting with us and then you left us and 

delayed for a time. Fearing you had 

met with some adversities we got 

alarmed. I was the first to be 
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alarmed. So when I came to this ,y J ~ I ~ , G).; , L.; J~ 

garden, I squeezed myself like a fox 

and these people are coming behind 
me." He (the Prophet ~ ) gave me his 

sandals and said, "O Abu Hurairah! 
Take these sandals of mine, and 

whoever you meet outside this garden 
testifying that Lii ilaha illallah (There 
is no true god except Allah), being 

assured of it in his heart, give him the 
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glad tidings that he will enter Jannah." 

(Abu Hurairah then narrated the 
Hadith in full). [Muslim] 

Commentary: As explained earlier in detail, a believer will definitely go to Jannah , 

provided he/she sincerely believes in Allah without associating anyone with His 

Divinity, either he/she is very likely to be admitted to Jannah in the first stage, or 

otherwise after being chastised depending on his or her sins. His eternal abode will be 

in Jannah and not in Hell-fire, In sha ' Allah. 

711. lbn Shumasah reported: We 

visited 'Amr bin Al-'As -:.s- .iii ~ J 

when he was in his deathbed. He wept 
for a long time and turned his face 
towards the wall. His son said: "O 
father, did not the Messenger of Allah 

~ give you the good news of such and 
such? Did he not give you glad tidings 
of such and such?" Then he ('Amr) 
turned his face towards us and said: 
"The best thing which you can count 
upon is the affirmation that: La ilaha 

illallah (there is no true god except 
Allah), and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah. I have passed 
through three phases. I remember 
when I hated none more than I hated 

the Messenger of Allah ~' and there 
was no other desire stronger in me 
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than that of killing him. Had I died in 
that state, I would have definitely been 
one of the dwellers of Fire (Hell). 
When Allah instilled the love for Islam 
in my heart, I went to Messenger of 
Allah ~ and said, 'Extend your right 
hand, so that I pledge allegiance to 

you.' He (~ ) stretched out his right 
hand, but I withdrew my hand. He 
said, 'What is the matter, 'Amr?' I said, 
'I wish to lay down same conditions.' 
He asked, 'What conditions do you 
wish to put forward?' I replied, 'To be 
granted forgiveness.' He said, 'Do you 
not know that ( embracing) Islam wipes 
out all that has gone before it 
(previous misdeeds). Verily, emigra­

tion wipes out all the previous sins, and 
the Hajj (pilgrimage) wipes out all the 
previous sins.' Thereafter, no one was 

dearer to me than Messenger of Allah 
~ , and none was more respectable 
than him in my eyes. So bright was his 
splendour that I could not gather 
enough courage to look at his face 

for any length of time. If I were asked 
to describe his feature, I would not be 
able to do so because I have never 
caught a full glimpse of his face. Had I 
died in that state I could have hoped to 
be one of the dwellers of Jannah. 

Thereafter, we were made responsible 
for many things and in the light of 
which I am unable to know what is in 
store for me. When I die, no mourner, 
nor fire should accompany my bier. 
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1. THE BOOK OF GOOD MANNERS 

When you bury me, throw the earth 
gently over me and stand over my 
grave for the space of time within 
which a camel is slaughtered and its 
meat is distributed so that I may enjoy 
your intimacy, and in your presence 
ascertain what answer can I give to the 
Messengers of my Rubb (the angels in 
grave)." [Muslim] 

._,;)~I ...,l:$' - II 611 II 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us about three phases of the life of 'Amr bin Al-'As 

= -o,\ ~J, that is, pre-Islamic period, post-faith period and the governorship period. 

Of the last one, when he shouldered heavy responsibilities, he feared that he might 

have committed some lapses and for that he might be subjected to accountability 

before Allah. The Hadfth invites our attention to the following points: 

First, Amr's vehement hostility of pre-faith days was transformed into intense love for 

the Prophet ~ upon embracing Islam. Second, the greatness of the Prophet ~ was 

ingrained in the Companions' hearts. Third, the fear of error and the hope of Divine 

mercy may cause one to shed tears at the moment of death. Fourth, it is desirable on 

the part of relatives and friends to do something for the comfort of a dying person by 

giving him the glad tidings of Allah's Mercy. Fifth, Islam wipes out all previous sins, 

but afterwards, life should be led according to the dictates of true Faith. In the same 

way the minor sins are pardoned on account of Hijrah, and Hajj, but a sincere 

repentance with all its conditions is indispensable to the remission of major sins. Sixth, 

lamentation over a dead body is forbidden . Seventh, one may desirably make a will 

before death, particularly with regard to the anti-Shari'ah heresies and rites to which 

the bereaved people are likely to take recourse. Eighth, there is an affirmation of the 

orthodox belief that Munkir and Nakir (two angels) appear in the grave and question 

the dead person about his or her religious beliefs. Ninth, to stand over the grave and to 

pray for the salvation of the dead person is a desirable act, ~s the dead person enjoys 

the intimacy and the visit of the righteous to his grave. This Hadfth, therefore, 

recommends believers to pray for the firmness of the dead person. 
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CHAPTER 96 

BIDDING FAREWELL AND 

ADVISING ON THE EVE OF 

DEPARTURE FOR A JOURNEY 

OR OTHER THINGS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And this (submission to Allah, 

Islam) was enjoined by Ibrahim 

(Abraham) upon his sons and by 

Ya'qub (Jacob) (saying), '0 my sons! 

Allah has chosen for you the (true) 

religion, then die not except in the 

Faith of Islam (as Muslims - Islamic 

Monotheism).' Or were you witnesses 

when death approached Ya'qub (Ja­

cob)? When he said unto his sons, 

'What will you worship after me?' 

They said, 'We shall worship your 

I/ah (God - Allah) the I/ah (God) of 

your fathers, Ibrahim (Abraham), 

Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac). One 

I/ah (God), and to Him we submit (in 
Islam)'.'' (2:132,133) 

712. Y az1d bin Haiyan ;.:,.., ..ti 1 ~ .; 

reported: I went along with Husain bin 
Sabrah and 'Amr bin Muslim to Zaid 

bin Arqam r¥ ..iii~.; and, as we sat by 
his side, Husain said to him: "O Zaid, 
you acquired great merits that you saw 

Messenger of Allah ~ ' listened to his 
talk, fought by his side in ( different) 
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1. THE BOOK OF GOOD MANNERS 

battles, and offered Salta behind him. 
You have in fact earned great merits, 
Zaid! Could you then tell us what you 
heard from the Messenger of Allah 
~ ?" He said: "O my cousin! By Allah! 
I have grown old and have almost 
spent up my age and I have forgotten 
some of the things which I remem­
bered in connection with Messenger of 
Allah ~ , so accept what I narrate to 
you, and what I fail to narrate, do not 
compel me to narrate that." He then 
said: "One day Messenger of Allah ~ 
stood up to deliver a Khutbah at a 
watering place known as Khumm 
between Makkah and Al-Madinah. 

He praised Allah, extolled Him and 
delivered the Khutbah and exhorted 
(us) and said, 'Amma Ba'du (now 

then)! 0 people, certainly I am a 
human being. I am about to receive a 
messenger (the angel of death) from 
my Rubb and I, in response to Allah's 
Call , but I am leaving among you two 

weighty things: the Book of Allah in 
which there is right guidance and light, 
so hold fast to the Book of Allah and 
adhere to it.' He exhorted (us) (to hold 
fast) to the Book of Allah and then 
said, 'The second are the members of 
my household, I remind you ( of your 
duties) to the members of my family.'" 

l o t , ,,. ...--;: ;:;; ;:;; 
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Commentary: The Prophet ~ told his Companions with reference to his human 

nature that he too could not escape death because it was a grim reality. So he left his 

example to others with regard to making a will before death. The Hadfth points out the 
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desirability of giving good counsel to one's family and friends, exhorting them to 

observe uprightness and establish Faith, upon parting either for a journey or while one 

is on deathbed. 

713. Malik bin Al-Huwairith ..ii i ~J 

<....:....&- reported: We came to the 
Messenger of Allah ~ when we were 
all young men of nearly equal age. We 
stayed with him for twenty days. He 
was extremely kind and considerate. 
He perceived that we missed our 
families so he asked us about those 
we left behind, and we informed him. 
Then he (~ ) said, "Go back to your 
families, stay with them, teach them 
(about Islam) and exhort them to do 

good. Perform such Sa/at (prayer) at 
such a time and such Sa/at at such a 
time. When the time for Sa/at is due, 
one of you should announce Adhan 

(call for prayer) and the oldest among 
you should lead Sa/at." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadith sheds light on seven points. First, we are informed of 

certain young men who had left their homes and come to the Prophet ~ in order to 

receive religious training from him. This shows that a student of knowledge should not 

hesitate to set forth on a journey in the pursuit of knowledge. Second, a teacher/ 

mentor is supposed to have firsthand information about the affairs and requirements 
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of students and to take measures accordingly. Third, after graduation or the 

completion of an orientation course in religious studies, the beneficiaries are also 

required to impart religious knowledge and training to those who lack it. Fourth, they 

should also tell people to do what is commanded by the Shari'ah (Islamic Law) and to 

shun what it prohibits. Fifth, an arrangement must be made for a Mu 'adhdhin to call 

people to Salat (prayers). Sixth, in case each one of the congregation is equally 

qualified to lead the Sa/at, the one who is most senior in age should perform the duty. 

The first prerequisite of becoming an Imam is the ability to recite Qur'iin well and in 

the right manner. The second in priority is that person who is well-grounded in the 

religion - Qur'iin and Hadfth . In other words, a good Qari (reciter) is most fit to 

become an Imam and the second choice should be the one who has the mastery of 

religious knowledge. Seventh, the crux of the matter is that on all occasions and at all 

places, believers are under obligation to take care to establish congregational prayer 

after the prayer-call. 

714. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab .& 1 ~ _; ~'.; ';'lb.ii </ ';.J- :f 1 -V' t 
= reported: I sought permission of the 
Prophet ~ to perform 'Umrah, and he 
granted me leave and said, "Brother, 
do not forget us in your supplications." 

I would not exchange these words of 
his for the whole world. 

Another narration is: He (~ ) said, 
"Include us, my brother, in your 

supplications." 
[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi] 

"' ,.. _.,,... ,.. ,. ' , t 
~ 0 JI.A.; . 11 ~\s.~ ~ ~\ 

, t 
_j~I 

. ~-;½_'.iJI_, 

. t;;:Ui ~ J 
;;; t, ,J . I .• , , 
u r...j,-.r-:. 

G lS 00 in :Ju ,x ·­- r -- )J c/,J 

,.)_,1; ;i ~\)) 11~\.i.~ 

Commentary: This Hadfth is being repeated here to prove that a highly-ranked 

person in virtue and excellence may ask his inferior to pray for him. Furthermore, it 

reflects the Prophet's humility that he asks his followers to pray for him. This Hadfth is 

enough evidence that supplications benefit the living people. 

715. Salim bin 'Abdullah bin 'Umar 
~ .&1 ~ .; reported: When a man was 
to set out on a journey, 'Abdullah bin 

'Umar ~ .&1 ~ .; would say to him: 
"Draw near so that I may bid farewell 
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to you as Messenger of Allah ~ used 
to bid farewell to us. (The Messenger 
of Allah ~ used to say:) 
'Astaudi'ullaha dinaka, wa amanataka, 

wa khawatfma 'amalika' (I entrust 

Allah with your Deen, your trust and 
your last deeds)." [At-Tinnidhf] 

, ,, -: > J, ,,, ~ 

U _,.::., I n : J _;;.; • (:}.) Y- ~ .J.i I 

, · 1, ~ , • , ~ l:; ~ fJ, • ~.-? .J.i I r Y j -

:,._;. ~~ J li.J (S~?I ~\.JJ ((..!J!~ 

Commentary: Herein, we note a provision for uttering benedictory words and 

praying for a person on the occasion of seeing him off. The benedictory utterances are: 

"I entrust your Deen, your (religious) trust (i.e., religious obligations) and your last 

deeds with Allah." 

716. 'Abdullah bin Yazid Al-Khatmi 

,:..- .ii i ~ J reported: When Messenger 
of Allah ~ intended to bid farewell to 
his army he would say: ''Astau-di 'ullaha 

dinakaum, wa amanatakum, wa kha­

watfma 'amalikum (I entrust Allah with 
your Deen, your trust and your last 
deeds)." [Abu Dawud] 

0f ;1) l~l ~ .J.il J_,...J 
> ;'." ,... ,,, ,... 0 

U~ln :Jt.; ~I 

~ 

o_j.J ~JI~ y i ~\.JJ •~ ~~ 

Commentary: ThisHadith presents the same benediction as stated above. Yet, here 

its addresses are the plural number of second person, whereas in the previous Hadith it 

was singular number. The Hadith points out the virtue desirability of the leader to bid 

farewell to his army before they set out for the battlefield, and to advise them using the 

Prophet's words stated above, reminding them to hold fast to their religion for which 

they have left everything behind to fight for it and to win Allah's Mercy. 

717. Anas ,:..- .iii ~ J reported: A 
man came to the Prophet ~ and said: 
"O Messenger of Allah! I intend to go 
on a journey, so supplicate for me." He 
~ said, "May Allah grant you the 

: Jli ~ .&1 ~ :; ,rt :.f.J -V W 

\S : J~ ~'!Z • 71\ J,\ ~l~ ' n~ - ~ ~ :, u-J . 
.,.. > t ., ,,, 

-1~ -½jl .)l !.J.il J~~ 

(( LS~I .J.il !E~jll : J~ , _;;~_) 
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1. THE BOOK OF GOOD MANNERS 

provision of piety." The man said: 
"Please supplicate more for me." He 

~ said, "May He forgive your sins!" 
The man repeated: "Please supplicate 
more for me." Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "May He facilitate for you the 
doing of good wherever you are." [At­
Tirmidhf] 

,((&1 P.Jn :Jt.; ,J,;.j :Jt.; 

~\ id ~JI) : Jt.; ,J,;.j : Jt.; 

:JL;_, ~~_?I ~1_,:; 11,: : ~ \~ ~' ;:_ 

Commentary: Spiritually speaking, the most beneficial thing that a traveller can 

bank upon is a benediction. So, it is desirable for a traveller to visit his fellow Muslim 

brother to pray for him before he starts his journey. 

CHAPfER 97 

ISTIKHARA (SEEKING 

GUIDANCE FROM ALLAH), AND 

CONSULTATION 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"And consult them in the affairs." 

(3:159) 
"And who (conduct) their affairs by 

mutual consultation." ( 42:38) 

718. Jabir .__;__s, .ii I ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ used to teach 
us the Istikharah (seeking guidance 
from Allah) in all matters as he would 
teach us a Surah of the Qur'an. He 
used to say: "When one of you 
contemplates entering upon an enter­
prise, let him perform two Rak'ah of 
optional prayer other than Fard 

prayers and then supplicate: "Alla-

~:~, ~ ~;JG._;), : J~ .iii JL; 

: ._)G..; JLl_, ' [ \ 0 °' : 0I~ JT] 

. ['!"A :i.5J_,..:.ll ] ~~ 25;}. ~)'\;}, 
· ":-- 0 ', G · t . ~ r+:c )J) - . '-? 

:Jt; ~ ..iii~:; j~ :.f - V,A 
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ma inni astakhiruka bi 'ilmika, wa 

astaqdiruka bi qudratika, wa as- 'aluka 

min fadlikal- 'azim. Fainnaka taqdiru wa 

la aqdiru, wa ta 'lamu wa la a 'lamu, wa 

Anta 'allamul-ghuyub. Allahumma in 

kunta ta 'lamu anna hadhal-'amra (and 
name what you want to do) khairun Ii ft 
dini wa ma 'ashi wa 'aqibati amn, ( or he 
said) 'ajili amn ajilihi, faqdurhu Ii wa 

yassirhu Ii, thumma barik Ii fihi. Wa in 

kunta ta 'lamu anna hadhal 'amra ( and 
name what you want to do) sharrun Ii ft 
dini wa ma 'ashi wa 'aqibati amn, ( or he 
said) wa 'ajili amn wa ajilihi, fasrifhu 

'anni, wasrifni 'anhu, waqdur liyal­

khaira haithu kana, thumma ardini 

bihi." (0 Allah, I consult You through 
Your Knowledge, and I seek strength 
through Your Power, and ask of Your 

Great Bounty; for You are Capable 
whereas I am not and, You know and I 
do not, and You are the Knower of 
hidden things. 0 Allah, if You know 

that this matter (and name it) is good 
for me in respect of my Deen, my 
livelihood and the consequences of my 
affairs, ( or he said), the sooner or the 
later of my affairs then ordain it for 
me, make it easy for me, and bless it 
for me. But if You know this matter 
(and name it) to be bad for my Deen, 

my livelihood or the consequences of 
my affairs, ( or he said) the sooner or 
the later of my affairs then turn it away 
from me, and turn me away from it, 
and grant me power to do good 

0 
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1. THE BOOK OF GOOD MANNERS 

whatever it may be, and cause me to be 
contented with it). And let the suppli­
cant specify the object." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

Commentary: Literally Istikharah means seeking goodness from Allah through a 

particular prayer. This Had'ith lays emphasis on it and displays its significance. We 

should, therefore, practise Istikharah regarding every important matter. However, it is 

imperative only in cases where one is ignorant of good and evil. Yet, with regard to 

obligatory and indisputable rules, practices of the Prophet ~ and commendable 

deeds, no lstikharah is allowed. Similarly, commands and prohibitions of the Shari'ah 

are categorical and nobody is allowed to seek further guidance by performing 

Jstikharah prayer. Moreover, to set aside the example of the Prophet ~ of Istikharah , 

and to trust astrologers, palmists and soothsayers seeking the knowledge of future 

events is sheer ignorance and unpardonable error. The knowledge of the Unseen (or 

Ghaib) is the domain of Allah Alone and man is supposed to seek His Blessings. Only 

Allah is Omnipotent and humans must turn to Him to seek inspiration and strength, 

trusting everything to His Care. 

Istikharah prayer can be offered at any time except in the forbidden hours for prayer 

because the performance of two Rak'ah is a prerequisite to it. Some people think that 

the right time for it is before going to bed. This is not true. This supplication (Du 'a) 

can be offered even after performing the two Rak'ah of Istikharah prayer, or before 

Taslim (i.e., sayingAssalamu 'Alaikum to conclude the prayer) after Tashahhud or in 

the state of prostration. If somebody does not know this Du'a by heart, he can, after 

performing the prayer, read it from some prayer book. 

CHAPTER 98 

EXCELLENCE OF ADOPTING 

DIFFERENT ROUTES FOR 

GOING AND RETURNING ON 

'EID PRAYER AND VARIOUS 

OTHER OCCASIONS 

719. Jabir -:.s. .&1 ~ J reported: On 
the occasion of the 'Eid, the Prophet 

c)l '-:"'v..UI '-:"'~I '-:"'~ -4,,\ 

_,_;;.11_, ~1_, ~..,JI • .,~j ~1 

tr-°) 1_, IY-), ;.r v. ~ _, • j t:.,:,,ll_, 

• .,1.:-,..11 c:-°1.,.. ~ rT ~), :.r 

:Jli ~ .iii ~ J t ~ ;_;. -V\O. 

~ r; 0\5 bl ~ ~\ 0\5 
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~ would proceed to the prayer place 
taking one route and returning from 
another. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ L.a.11 ~ Lu 

. , 

· (?JWI ~IJ.) . ~}JI ..:ill;;. 
<-i- ..::._;~ . ~ 11._;,_)..J1 ..:.Jt_;.. 11 ;j _;; 

Commentary: The 'Ulama' say that there are many subtle points of wisdom in 

changing the way. According to Imam An-Nawawi, this causes an increase in the 

places of worship. Some say that both ways will bear witness on the Day of Reckoning, 

that he had passed through them in a state of worship. This may also be the object that 

instead of one way, the needy on two ways should benefit from alms and charity. 

720. lbn 'Umar 1 • 1 .. .&1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ used 
to go by way of Ash-Shajarah and 
return by way of Al-Mu'arras. He 

would also enter Makkah through the 
Higher Pass and would leave it through 
the Lower Pass . [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

0 , , ~ ,... 

~ c~ 
~} ~ 

~l5 * .&1 J_?_:; 0f 
, , 0 ;;; ,... 

l~..G° ' ,o'.'.' •lj . L c..r .) , ..r-<--' ,J-:._r-' 

~ ~; ~ ~; 11L, -v--~I 
, , 

.•.:11 ~~ ,, ~" L:.l;j1 .•.:11 
,. , V , C~J - ,., 

-~ ~ .Jl:_JI 

Commentary: It was the habit of Messenger of Allah ~ that while going to Makkah 

from Al-Madinah, he would adopt the route of a shallow ravine and his return route 

being always a deep ravine. Ash-Shajarah is a well-known place. He would pass 

through it and reach Dhul-Hulaifah and spend a night there. Yet, he would proceed to 

Al-Madinah through Al-Mu'arras, a name given to Dhul-Hulaifah Masjid (mosque) 

which is six-mile away from Al-Madinah. Again this is to be concluded that while 

returning to our destination from any place, we should choose a different route 

because this was exactly the habit of the Prophet ~ . 
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CHAPTER 99 

EXCELLENCE OF USING THE 

RIGHT HAND FOR PERFORMING 

VARIOUS GOOD ACTS 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"Then as for him who will be given 

his Record in his right hand will say: 
'Take, read my Record!"' (69:19) 

"So those on the Right Hand (i.e., 
those who will be given their Records 
in their right hands) how (fortunate) 
will those be on the Right Hand! (As a 
respect for them, because they will 
enter Jannah). And those on the Left 
Hand (i.e., those who will be given 
their Record in their left hands) how 
(unfortunate) will those be on the Left 
Hand! (As a disgrace for them, 
because they will enter Hell)." (56:8,9) 

721. 'i\ishah ~ .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ liked to use his 
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right hand in all matters: in combing 
his hair and wearing his shoes. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

,, .,, 
-~-:!~ J- : .JS 

- ~~ 

722. 'Nshah Lp .& 1 ~ _; reported: ~ ~l.5 :..:.JU ~_:; -VYY 

Messenger of Allah was used to using 
his right hand for performing Wudu' 

and for eating his food whereas he was 
used to using his left hand in his toilet 
and for other similar purposes. 

[Abu Dawud] 

~~ i.S~\ ~\.SJ -~W:>J 

-~ ~~ . i.511 ~ 0\5 t;:; 
-~ ~(.:,t '.7-?.J ,.)31; ;1 ;1_:;J . 

Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~ used to use his left hand in washing his private 

parts and cleaning his nose and similar things, Muslims are obliged to follow his 

example. 

723. Umm 'Atiyyah ~ .& 1 ~ _; 

reported: The Prophet ;i! instructed 
us at the time of washing the dead 

body of his daughter Zainab Lp .& I ~ _; 

to begin with her right side, and from 
the parts that are washed in Wudu'. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] . I C ,_ ._ 
·"-;:'-S'<.>-"'-' 

Commentary: Here we are told about the excellence of washing the dead starting 

with their right side, Umm 'Atiyyah ~ <ill ~ J was one of those women who had 

washed the dead body of the Prophet's daughter Zainab ~ ..iii ~ J · Messenger of 

Allah ~ directed these women to do as mentioned above. We infer from this Hadith 

that either women should wash the dead body of a woman or this job should be done 

by her husband. 

724. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ 1 

reported: Messenger of Allah ;i! said, 
"When any of you puts on his shoes, he 
should put on the right one first; and 
when he takes them off, he should 

~ -11 ~J ~_;._). ~i (/J -VY t 

~\ l~l)) : JI.; * ~I JyJ ~\ 
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begin with the left. Let the right shoe 
be the first to be put on and the last to 
be taken off." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith sheds light on the etiquette of wearing as well as 

removing shoes. Every Muslim is supposed to have regard for the Prophetic example 

and to follow it. 

725. Hafsah ~ .&1 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ used to use 
his right hand for eating, drinking and 
wearing his clothes and used to use his 
left hand for other purposes. [Abu 

Dawud] 

726. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"When you wear your clothes or 
perform your Wudu', begin with your 
right side." [Abu Dawud and At­

Tirmidhf] 

727. Anas ~ .& 1 ~ J reported: When 
Messenger of Allah ~ went to Mina, 
he came to Jamrat-ul- 'Aqabah and 
threw pebbles at it. After that, he 
went to his lodge in Mina and 
sacrificed. Then he called for a barber 
and pointed his right side to him, said, 
"Shave from here." Then he pointed 
his left side and said, "Take (hair) 
from here." Then he distributed his 
hair among the people. [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Another narration is: After the j.;, J~I J_:, C : ~J ~ 
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Messenger of Allah ~ had thrown 
pebbles at Jamrah and sacrificed an 
animal, he turned the right side of his 

head towards the barber who shaved it 
for him. Then he called Abu Talhah 

Ansari ~ .ii 1 ~ J and gave his hair to 
him. Then he turned his head to the 
left side and asked the barber to shave 
it. He gave the hair to Abu Talhah and 
told him, " Distribute it among the 
people." 

_., t,... J ,... 0~ 

~~\j ,-.;;_ .&1 :ri'~ -5.Jw,.;\f\ .. ,,,, .. ,... 

:J- ~ -- '\11 ~-':.11 J' G ~! -~~1 
~ '.>-' j t' -~ 

~ ½i ~l1;.t ~ ((~\)) 
. ((J"'(J\ ~ ~\)) : J~ 

Commentary: After returning from 'Arafat on the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah, pilgrims 

throw pebbles at Jamrflt-ul-Aqabah . This is followed by the sacrifice of an animal, the 

shaving of the head and the farewell Tawflf(circumambulation) of the Holy House. All 

this is to be observed on the Sacrificial Day in the exact order of priorities. Yet, an 

unexpected disturbance in this order involves no juristic disadvantage. Moreover, the 

act of throwing pebbles marks an end to the ban on legal concessions. But this 

permissibility is minor and partial, that is, everything becomes lawful except the 

physical contact with one's wife. The ban is totally lifted in the wake of the farewell 

circumambulation of the House of Allah. Secondly, we are told that the ritual shaving 

of the head should begin from the right side. Thirdly, there is a mention of the 

distribution of the Prophet's hair as a blessing among the Companions which is one of 

the Prophetic characteristics. 
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2. THE BOOK ABOUT THE 

ETIQUETTE OF EATING 

CHAPTER 100 

MENTIONING BISMILLAH 

BEFORE AND SAYING AL­

HAMDU LILLAH AFTER EATING 

728. 'Umar bin Abu Salamah .&1 ~ .; 

~ reported: Messenger of Allah ~ , 
said to me, "Mention Allah's Name 
(i.e., say Bismillah before starting 
eating), eat with your right hand, and 
eat from what is near you." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

.Jj1.) ~I._;.,½-, .. 
o~T J ~IJ 

, , , , , '1 :". ';.i :"" -V"' • 
~) .........::., ~ ':-'· J- /J 11\ 

.&1 J_,..:J J JI_; : J\.i 1~,; 41 
0 J ,... 0 J _.. , <1, ,, 

J5J ,..j:_~:; J5J .uil ~ii :m 
. .Jc.~ 11 .ii_!~ kA 

Commentary: There are two things about this Hadfth. First, we should start eating 

or drinking by pronouncing the Name of Allah. Second, we should eat from our side 

without stretching our hand to the side where someone else is eating. This may be the 

case when more than one or two people are eating the same kind of food from a single 

dish. Good manners do not allow it, yet in case a variety of food or fruit is lying before 

us on the table, we are free to take our pick. 

729. 'A.ishah \.p- .&1 ~.; reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When 
any of you wants to eat, he should 
mention the Name of Allah in the 
begining, (i.e., say Bismillah). If he 
forgets to do it in the beginning, he 
should say Bismillah awwalahu wa 

akhirahu (I begin with the Name of 
Allah at the beginning and at the 
end)." [At-Tirmidhf and Abu Dawud] 

~ 41 ~ J ~~ :_;:, - V'I' °' 
y111pi :m .&1 J_,..:J J1.; :..:.1\.i 
O ,,,. _,. _,. J, 0 o..... J, J, ~ 

0~ ,Jt.;; .&1 r-1 ;~ r-5~1 
/ _., , J O O t / 

.j, Jt.;; .uil r-1 .?~ 01 er,,:, 
-' , ,,, t O J o .-, ,,.. t 

ll~j,;-IJ J;I .ilil -~ :~ '~JI 

~~ : J\.i1 ~~.?I.J ~.Ji; ;i ~IJJ 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



II 626 II Riytid-us-Stiliheen 

Commentary: This Hadith provides us a concession. If we have forgotten to 

pronounce the Name of Allah before beginning to eat, we can do it during eating or in 

the end. 

730. Ja.bir ._;_., .ii i ~ J reported: I 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ saying, 
"If a person mentions the Name of 
Allah upon entering his house or 
eating, Satan says, addressing his 
followers: 'You will find no where to 
spend the night and no dinner.' But if 
he enters without mentioning the 
Name of Allah, Satan says (to his 
followers) ; 'You have found (a place) 
to spend the night in, and if he does 
not mention the Name of Allah at the 
time of eating, Satan says: 'You have 
found (a place) to spend the night in as 
well as food. "' [Muslim] 

~ ..ii i ~ J ' !,~ ;y:, -VY'• 

:J~ ~ .&1 J_?J ~ :J~ 

.&1 _}.i; -~ ~~I y; l~l)) 
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Commentary: Herein, we are told that in order to ward off Satan and his followers, 

we are supposed to remember Allah before entering our house and before beginning 

to eat. The remembrance of Allah implies those appropriate prayers of the Prophet ~ 

which have been mentioned in Ahadith. For example, we are instructed to pronounce 

the Name of Allah before beginning to eat. On entering our house we recite the 

following Prophetic prayer: "Allahumma inni as'aluka khairal-mawliji wa khairal­

makhraji. Bismillahi wa lajna, wa bismillahi kharajna, wa 'al-Allahi rabbina 

tawakkalna." (0 Allah! I ask you for what is good of entrance and what is good for 

exit. With the Name of Allah do we enter, and with the Name of Allah do we leave, 

and upon our Rubb Allah have we put our trust). 

731. Hudhaifah -:.s- .ii i ~ J reported: 
When we attended a meal with the 

Messenger of Allah ~ ' we would not 
stretch forth our hands towards the 
food until he ~ would start eating 

.&1 ~r-J 2 c~ 
J;- G~f ~ ;.J 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



2. THE BOOK ABOUT THE ETIQUETTE OF EATING iWall '-:"'.)i '-:"'l:S' - " Ii 627 II 

first. Once, we were with him when a 

little girl rushed in as if someone was 

impelling her. She was about to lay her 

hand on the food when the Messenger 

of Allah ~ caught her hand. Then a 

bedouin came in rushing as if someone 

were pushing him. He ~ caught his 

hand also and said, "Satan considers 

that food lawful for himself on which 

the Name of Allah is not mentioned. 

He (Satan) brought this girl to make 

the food lawful through her but I 

caught her hand. Then he brought 

the bedouin to make it lawful through 

him but I caught his hand too. By Him 

in Whose Hand my soul is, now Satan's 

hand is in my grasp along with their 

hands." Then he mentioned the Name 

of Allah and began to eat. [Abu Dawud 
and An-Nasa'f] 
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' W:.JI ~l_;,: ~1\6'~\l 01n . .;,~ i ~ - ~ -~ 

'4;- JL:.; .&I ~I }--½ :1 ~f 
,1: \_>'\ ~ l,;jl 0 •

1 
_:\_;. ;]1: ~ ~ ,-j . , ~ . ~ 

r: ,,, I .,,, J o ,,, ~,,, 

• I' ' ~I I. ,:t;.j , ~..G ..::..,..i.,,:.u ~/ -4-I . --; 

,, , . , ,, :I , .. 
C: ~-½ -/, o.½_ •·\ ~~ ~ 

JL:.; .&1 ~I _,.s; ~ ((~~ 
. r-1--- ~1., :; . jsij 

Commentary: Here, too, we are told that if we do not pronounce Allah's Name, 

Satan and his minions will share our meal with us. So prior to eating, we must 

pronounce the Name of Allah. An incident is related in this Hadith . Once, Messenger 

of Allah ~ and his Companions were just to start taking their meal when an unknown 

girl and a bedouin burst upon the scene. Without seeking the formal permission and 

pronouncing the Name of Allah they hurriedly stretched their hands to eat. Yet, 

Messenger of Allah ~ restrained them from doing so. Owing to Divine inspiration, he 

had seen the hidden hand of the Devil behind their abrupt actions. We have only one 

way to escape the Devil, that is, on such occasions we should first pronounce the Name 

of Allah. Second, this Hadith enlightens us on table manners calling for decency and 

decorum. It will be called an act of sheer indecency to voraciously pounce upon food 

as is commonly witnessed in feasts and weddings. Indeed, it is the result of deviation 

from Islamic teachings that many Muslims have grown ignorant of the Prophet's 

manner of eating. Allah, too, has left them unrestrained in their beast-like hunger. 
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732. Umaiyyah bin Makhshi .iii ~J 

= reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
was sitting while a man was eating 
food. That man did not mention the 
Name of Allah (before commencing to 
eat) till only a morsel of food was left. 
When he raised it to his mouth, he 
said: "Bismillah awwalahu wa akhirahu 

(With the Name of Allah, in the 
beginning and in the end)." Messen­
ger of Allah ~ smiled at this and said, 
"Satan had been eating with him but 
when he mentioned the Name of 
Allah, Satan vomited all that was in 
his stomach." 

[Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'f] 

✓--' L.a.l 1 __,..;. 4_; 
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~ , ~-~TJ ;.J;1 .&1 - ..,_ -r 
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t"""\ )'~ Q.; , w j54 0lk;.:JI 
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Commentary: This Hadfth also informs us that Satan shares food and drink with 

those people who do not mention the Name of Allah. 

733. 'A.ishah Lp .&1 ~; reported: ~ -.iii ~J ~\.i :;_, - Vr'r' 

Messenger of Allah ~ was eating with 
his six Companions when a desert 
Arab came and ate up the food in 
two mouthfuls. Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Had he mentioned the Name of 
Allah, it would have sufficed for all of 
you." [At-Tinnidhf] 

, , t , 
0l5 : -:.fa ~ .&1 JyJ J54 _, 

~~ -~~\ 0 -- ~t_j, 
~ 

.,_;;,.,.., i.1-, 

Jli; ~ 
, ,,, t --

't \~\ iliu 
- - '-:f'. 

~ j.l ~l \.A\)) :~ .&I JyJ 
~~ : JL;_, ,J,½_;.ll ~IJJ . ttt5Ll.SJ 

Commentary: The pronouncement of Allah's Name brings blessing to the meal, 

and the omission of His Name robs blessing away. 

734. Abu Umamah .....:...J- .&1 ~ ; 

reported: Whenever the Prophet ~ 
~ -.iii ~) ~d ~\ :;., -Vr't 

~i,l,;; 2) l~l 0l5 ~ ~I ~I 
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finished a meal, he would say: "Al­

hamdu lillahi kathiran taiyiban mubara­

kan fihi, ghaira makfiyyin wa la mu­

wadda 'in, wa la mustaghnan 'anhu, 

Rabbuna. (All praise is due to Allah, 
praise which is abundant, pure, and full 
of blessings, which is indispensable and 
to which one cannot be indifferent)." 
[Al-Bukhari] 

'(, -~y 'I:, ~ ~ ,'-J 
, 

· l?c~~I ;IJJ (( ~J ~ ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions a supplication which Messenger of Allah ~ 

used to recite after taking meal. The economy of words was the essence of the 

Prophet's (~ ) eloquence as displayed here. To supplicate this Prophetic prayer after 

taking a meal is recommendable. 

735. Mu'adh bin Anas ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who has taken food and says at 
the end: 'Al-hamdu lillahi-lladhi 

at'amani hadha, wa razaqanfhf min 

ghairi haulin minni wa la quwwatin 

(All praise is due to Allah Who has 
given me food to eat and provided it 
without any endeavour on my part or 
any power),' all his past sins will be 
forgiven." [At-Tirmidhf] 

41 ~) ~f er. ~~ if J -V'ro 

~)) : ~ 41 j_,:..J JL; : Jt_; ~ 
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: Jl.;_, '~*JJ1_:; '~J1; ;i ;1_:;) ((~~ 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that if we praise Allah after taking a meal, all our 

minor sins committed in the past will be forgiven by Him. 

CHAPTER 101 

PROHIBITION OF CRITICIZING 

FOOD 

736. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 

fl.Jal! ~-~ 'i '-:-'4 _,.' 

~l;'-:-'~1.., 

~ 41 ~J ~_;.} ~f if - Vr'i 

~W, ~ 41 Jr"J _:;.,~ ~II :J\.; 
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never found fault with food. If he had 

inclination to eating it, he would eat; 

and if he disliked it, he would leave it. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadith throws light on the Prophet's excellent manners which 

ought to be followed by all Muslims. It is a deplorable state of affairs that when we find 

a dish a bit unsavoury, we lose our temper and create quite a scene in the house. May 

we follow the excellent example of our Prophet ~ ! 

737. Jabir = .&1 ~ J reported: The 
Prophet ~ asked for sauce and was 

told that there was nothing except 

vinegar. He asked for it and began to 

eat from it saying, "How excellent is 

vinegar when eaten as sauce! How 

excellent is vinegar when eaten as 

Udm!" [Muslim] 

~f ~ .&1 ~ 'j f ~ y :, -Vr'V 

: 1)ili r;½1 j_;f JL m ~1 
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. i-1--- .13_:; 11J;JI i~ ~ I ~ 

Commentary: This Hadith speaks about the simplicity and humility of Messenger of 

Allah ~ with regard to food. As he abstained from a luxurious lifestyle, he hardly 

craved for delicious food. No mention of dainties, he would readily eat whatever was 

available to him. 

CHAPTER 102 

RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION 

EXTENDED TO A MAN 

OBSERVING SAUM (FASTING) 

738. Abu Hurairah = ,w 1 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ;'! said, "When any 

of you is invited to a meal, he should 

accept the invitation. If he is observing 

Saum (fasting), he should supplicate for 

the betterment of the host and ifhe is not 

fasting, he should eat. " [Muslim] 

~:; .J~ \.. ~~ _,,y 

~ r-3 ilt ~L.;., Y,J iWall 

~ .&1 ~ 'j ~;} <./;i d' - Vr'A 
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Commentary: Shari'ah permits a person to break a voluntary fasting. The example 

of Messenger of Allah ~ clearly shows that it is not binding on him to keep it again as 

a redeeming step. A man is, therefore, free to break his voluntary fasting and 

participate in the feast to which he is invited. However, if somebody is reluctant to 

break the fast , he should pray for the good and welfare of the host. But we should 

refuse to attend such treats which are flagrantly masked by extravagance and frivolous 

un-Islamic rites to the disobedience of Allah. 

CHAPTER 103 

WHAT SHOULD ONE SAY TO 

THE HOST IF AN UNINVITED 

PERSON IS ACCOMPANIED 

WITH AN INVITED PERSON 

reported: A man prepared some food 
especially for the Prophet ~ and 
invited him along with four others. 
But a man accompanied him. Having 
arrived at the door, Messenger of 
Allah ~ said to the host, "This 
person has followed us. You may 
allow him, if you like, and if you like 
he will return." He said: "O Messenger 
of Allah, I allow him, too." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

✓; .:.r .J~ L. ~4 _,,,.. 

O,r." 4 rw. -.,ll 

½j0;TJ. :JL; 

. Ji. 

Commentary: It will be considered an expression of bad manners if somebody 

participates in a feast as an uninvited, parasitic guest. Yet, he stands a chance in case 

he is allowed by the host. In this Hadfth , there is a case when Messenger of Allah ~ 
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said to the host that it was up to him to let the uninvited person to stay for food or go. 

However, the invitees may take along with them two or three uninvited guests if they 

believe that the host will not take it ill. 

CHAPTER 104 

EATING FROM WHAT IS IN 

FRONT OF ONE 

740. 'Umar bin Abu Salamah ..iii ~ J 

~ reported: I was a boy under the 

care of Messenger of Allah ~ ' and as 
my hand used to wander around in the 
dish, he ~ said to me once, "Mention 
Allah's Name (i.e. , say Bismillah), eat 
with your right hand, and eat from 
what is in front of you." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 
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Commentary: 'Umar bin Abu Salamah L.+s ..ii i <.,!""'J had learnt table manners from 

Messenger of Allah ;i& who was his stepfather and guardian. Hence, everybody is 

morally bound to teach his wards or children good manners. 

741. Salamah bin Al-Akwa' ..iii ~ J 

= reported on the authority of his 
father: A man ate with his left hand in 
the presence of Messenger of Allah ~, 
whereupon he said, "Eat with your 
right hand." The man said: "I cannot 
do that." Thereupon he (the Prophet 
~ ) said, "May you not be able to do 

., ,.~<\11 i;;i:. :~3- -Vt, 
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that." It was vanity that prevented him 
from doing it and he could not raise it 

(the right hand) up to his mouth 
afterwards. [Muslim] 

Commentary: This report has already been given earlier and is being repeated here 

owing to its relevance to the chapter. In the light of this Hadfth, we are supposed to 

keep table manners in our focus and also to urge others to observe them. 

Furthermore, it is extremely undesirable to deny a reality out of sheer arrogance as 

it incurs the displeasure of Allah. We are also informed of a miracle of Messenger of 

Allah ~ whose supplications were instantly answered . 

CHAPTER 105 

PROHIBITION OF EATING 

TWO DATE-FRUITS 

SIMULTANEOUSLY 

742. Jabalah bin Suhaim reported: 
We were with 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubair 

y .ii 1 ~ ..> in a time of famine, then 
we were provided with dates. (Once) 
when we were eating, 'Abdullah bin 

'Umar y ..ii i ~ ..> passed by us and 
said: "Do not eat two dates together, 
for Messenger of Allah ~ prohibited 
it, unless one seeks permission from 
his brother (partner)." [Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth has a lesson for today's Muslims whose majority seems 

to be ignorant of good manners. It is commonly seen at feasts that somebody, 

unconcerned about others around him, will be engaged in filling his own plate with 

food. Such a greed of eating is against the Prophet's teaching and guidance which 

inspire us to have a due regard for others and not to serve our own purpose alone. 
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CHAPTER 106 

WHAT SHOULD A PERSON SAY 

OR DO WHEN HE EATS 

BUT IS NOT SATISFIED 

743. Wahshi bin Harb ~ .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Some of the Companions of 
Messenger of Allah ~ said: "We eat 
but are not satisfied." He ~ said, 
"Perhaps you eat separately." The 
Companions replied in affirmative. 
He then said: "Eat together and 
mention the Name of Allah over your 
food. It will be blessed for you." [Abu 

Ddwud] 

CHAPTER 107 

EATING FROM THE SIDE OF 

THE VESSEL 

744. lbn 'Abbas 1 , s · c. .&1 ._,,...-;,J 
reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Blessing descends upon food in its 
middle, so eat from the sides of the 
vessel and do not eat from its middle." 
[At-Tinnidhf and Abu Ddwud] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that if a few people or members of the same 

family recite the Name of Allah and take meal at the same table, a two-fold benefit 

will accrue to them. Their hunger will be sated with their subsistence being given the 

Divine blessing. And if they do otherwise, the result will be otherwise too. 

745. 'Abdullah bin Busr = ..iii ~ ) 

reported: The Prophet ~ had a large 
bowl calledA/-Gham2', which would be 
carried by four men. One day, when 
the Companions finished their Duha 

(forenoon optional) prayer, Al-Gharra' 

was brought full of sopped bread, meat 
and broth, and they sat down around 
it. When their number increased, 
Messenger of Allah ~ sat down on 
his knees and rested on the soles of his 
feet. A bedouin said to him: "What 
sort of sitting is that?" Thereupon 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Verily, 
Allah has made me a courteous slave 
not a fierce tyrant." Then he said, "Eat 
from the sides of the bowl and leave 
the central part of it so that your food 
will be blessed." 

[Abu Dawud] 

,Y-J -Vto 

~IS :Jli ~ 

> _,, ,...o ,... 0 

, I.~ ; 0 jj ' ·' ' .~I ~ 
~ ! J ~ , '; 

~ 1/,!S ~ • ~i c 1y-8li 

~ : ~1_;1 J\i; . * .&1 j_,.:J 

Commentary: Here, too, we are told to eat collectively and from our side of the 

table. Messenger of Allah ~ calls it the blessed way. There is also a provision for 

sitting with bent knees (while resting on one's soles). Moreover, the excellence of 

Messenger of Allah ~ as well as his humility are brought to our knowledge. 
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CHAPTER 108 

UNDESIRABILITY OF EATING 

IN A RECLINING POSTURE 

746. Abu Juhaifah Wahb bin D- </ ~J ~ ~i :_;. - Vt'i 
'Abdullah .....:....s- .ii i ~ ) reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ said, " I do not 

eat reclining (against a pillow)." 

[Al-Bukhari] 
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Commentary: What is meant by reclining? There is a difference of opinion on it. 

Some say that it means leaning on one side, whether right or left, or against the wall. 

Imam Al-Khattabi takes it in this sense that somebody should lay out a mattress and 

sit on it comfortably as one sits cross-legged. Messenger of Allah ~ used to take 

hardly an adequate meal. Ibn Hajar says that one should sit with the right knee drawn 

up and the left one bent down. 

747. Anas .:.s- .ii i ~ J reported: I saw 

Messenger of Allah ~ eating some 

dates while sitting on his buttocks, with 

his legs raised . [Muslim] 
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Commentary: This Had'ith sheds light on another sitting posture of Messenger of 

Allah ~- But it betrays his uneasy state. In fact, when he was in a hurry he would be 

eager by eating a few dates so that he might be free to attend to some more important 
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business. Also a report of Anas .:..- 41 ~ ; quoted by Muslim explains this state of mind 

of Messenger of Allah ~ -

CHAPfER 109 

EXCELLENCE OF EATING 

WITH THREE FINGERS 

AND LICKING THEM 

748. lbn 'Abbas 1 , 1 · .. .Ji 1 ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"When one of you finishes eating, he 
should not wipe his fingers until he has 
licked them himself or has given them 
to someone else to lick for him." 

[Al-Bukh[ui and Muslim] 
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Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~ instructed his followers that after taking meal 

they should lick up their fingers before they wash or wipe them with a towel. Or they 

may get them licked by somebody - wife, son or disciple - provided he or she feels no 

aversion to doing so. Since Messenger of Allah ~ approved of this act, it is 

commendable. As to its rationale, the subsequent Ahiidith will offer exposition . 

749. Ka'b bin Malik ....:.J- .11 ~ .) 

reported: I saw Messenger of Allah 
Ji'& eating with three fingers (i.e., the 
thumb, the index finger and the middle 
finger) and licking them after having 
finished the food. [Muslim] 
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Commentary: To use Jess than three fingers for eating speaks of the manner of the 

arrogant, whereas to use both hands to this end is indicative of an overpowering greed. 

So, the best way of eating is that shown by Messenger of Allah ~ - Here, too, is the 

affirmation of licking the fingers after taking meal, and not during it. 

750. Jabir ......:.__s- ,ui\ ~J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ commanded 
the licking of fingers and the gleaning 
of the dish, saying, "You do not know 
in which portion the blessing lies." 
[Muslim] 

Commentary: This Had'ith underlines the wisdom behind licking the fingers and the 

vessel. The eater never knows whether a blessing underlies what has been eaten by 

him, or the particles sticking to his fingers and vessels contain it. Those particles, 

therefore, should not be wasted; they should be made part of food by being licked. 

They may be invested with a blessing and proved more useful for the eater's health and 

strength. Moreover, by this way he escapes disregarding the Bounty of Allah. 

751. Ja.bir ......:.__s- ,ui\ ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When a 
morsel of any of you falls, he should 
pick it up and remove any of the dirt 
on it and then eat it, and should not 
leave it for Satan nor should wipe his 
hand with towel until he has licked his 
fingers, for he does not know in what 
portion of the food the blessing lies." 
[Muslim] 
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. r1-- ;1J~ 1145;.JI ~w, 

Commentary: This Had'ith tells us to pick up a fallen morsel and eat it after 

cleaning the dirt that may have stuck on it. This marks the expression of humility 

overcoming Satan as well as getting the blessing. Present-day Muslims hardly care for 

this directive of Messenger of Allah ~ because they think that this act will bring 

disgrace and dishonour upon them. To make matters worse, they throw away a large 
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quantity of unconsumed food in street dumps and dunghills and drains. They even 

deem it necessary to leave over some food in plates and dishes, still less of licking 

them. What a pity, the Muslim community has gone far away from the teachings and 

excellent example of their Prophet ~ ! 

752. Ja.bir ~ 41 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Satan 
appears at every thing done by you; he 
appears even at one's dinner. When a 
morsel of any of you falls, he should 
pick it up and remove any dirt on it, 
and then eat it. He should not leave it 
for Satan, nor should he wipe his hand 
with the towel until he has licked his 
fingers, for he does not know in what 
portion of the food the blessing lies." 
[Muslim] 

o , l ,... , ,. ,., 

~~ ')J 4-,lSL;.l ~ -0~1 

\ ~L;,f j;i:Ll I/ ,;~ , ~1L: ~ II 
, ,... ,... ... -: 0 ,... ,-;; ,... 

((.$~\ ~w, ~\ -.i ~-:!~ ') ~~ 

. i-1--- ;,)) 

Commentary: A Muslim should be perpetually on his guard against satanic 

insinuations, even at mealtime. He is required to recite the Name of Allah in the very 

beginning so that he may be immune from satanic participation and mischief. If a man 

avoids picking up the fallen morsel, he will be providing Satan and his minions a 

chance to share food with him. So we seek the Refuge of Allah from the condemned 

Satan and his associates. 

753. Anas .....:.Jo 41 ~J reported: 
Whenever Messenger of Allah ~ ate 
food, he would lick his three fingers 
and say, " If anyone of you drops a 
morsel of food, he should remove any 
dirt that may have stuck on it and then 
eat it, and should not leave it for 
Satan." He (~) also commanded us 
that we should glean the pot, saying, 
"You do not know in which part of 

: J tj ~ .ii I :,s--i' J ~\ :.J-J -V o 'r 

• t;W> jsf ,;l ~ ~1 J_,..:J ~ls' 

,;l)) : Jl_;J 4 ..S~I ~L;,f ~ 
o , l o,,. -: , 0 , ,., ,., 

i_;,..i..>- L;.Ll ~~I ~ ~ 

'JJ -~~J ,0 ;~1 ~ 1/IJ 
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your food the blessings lies." [Muslim] 

754. Sa'id bin Al-Harith reported: I 

asked Jabir =- .iii ~ _; whether it was 
obligatory to make Wudu ' for Sa/fit 

(prayer) after eating cooked food. He 
said: "No, because in the lifetime of 
Messenger of Allah ~ , such food was 
rarely available. We had no hand­
kerchiefs, so when we ate such food 
we would wipe our fingers against our 
palms, forearms or (the sole of our) 
feet, and would offer Sa/at without 
fresh Wudu ' (for prayer)." 

[Al-Bukhari] 

,:;t a 

.,;I ._;., :!WI </ ~ ✓J - VO t 

;~jl (./' ~ ..iii ~ ) 1:r.~ jL 
, . , 

cs .:J • '1 :J lii -~81 ,: 0
: ~ 

~i ·-1:. Ll '1 ~~ • ::11 ~ ~~ , u-; ; ~ '£' u .) 

~ i;µ • ~ ~l -i~1 

~l 1~s ci ~ r-3 • ;c~:; 
~ 0 

! • G1:J1:; C~1_,.:.,:; Ll1 . t' , , 

"l?:!~\ ;1)) . e,,.,s '1:; 

Commentary: There are three points in this Hadith . First, the life of the 

Companions was simple, divested of all kinds of luxuries and comforts. They lived on 

whatever was available to them. Second, a man's ablution is not nullified by eating a 

cooked food. In the early days of Islam, this command was put into practice but later it 

was cancelled. Third, if a handkerchief, or a towel or water is not available, a man can 

(after taking a meal) clean his mouth and hands with his palms and wrists so that his 

clothes will not be smeared during Salat (prayer). 

CHAPTER 110 

MERIT OF SHARING FOOD 

755. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The food of two persons suffices for 
three persons, and the food of three 
persons suffices for four persons." [A/­
Bukhari and Muslim] 

~+.~ 1 ~ .;, ½ - \ \ • 

r~I .fa 

t;..&\ . .-::,, o,,> 1°" VOO 
~.) o..J'...r' <./; ,Y- -

f Won : ~ ..iii J.,?J Jli : Jt.; 

i)\!JI ' W, ' .i)\!JI "LS · '~1'11 , i J , <./ '-F"' 
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756. Jabir bin 'Abdullah ,;,.., .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"The food of one person suffices for 
two, the food of two persons suffices 
for four persons, and the food of four 
persons suffices for eight persons." 

[Muslim] 

, ,, J , ,... > 

iW,)) : J~ * .&1 J.,..:J ~ 
fl.a._, -~~I ~ ~1)1 

fl.a._, -~}~, ~ ~~I 
• ~ I • ; 1-- 11t;LJ.l1 ~('~ ._;,:' '~I r----- ) J ., ~ , • J 

Commentary: This Hadfth indicates that if a few persons share the same dinner­

table, a small quantity of food will be enough for many persons. Moreover, this 

increases mutual love and fellow-feeling. A detailed light has already been shed on this 

topic in Chapter No. 62. See Hadfth No. 565. 

CHAPTER 111 

ETIQUETTE OF 

DRINK.ING WATER 

757. Anas .....:..J- .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ used to 
breathe three times in the course of a 
drink (he used to drink in three gulps). 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

'-:"'~jJ '-:"' _,,.!JI '-:"'.)j _;,4 - ' ' ' 
.,.-di :tAl)'J ,.\,;~I (JI> I!')'.! ~I 

_).P ,.\,;~I iJb! '-:"'~IJ ,.\,;~I _) 

"<.5.l.:::,JI ~ ~~u ~~I 

~f ~ .iii :.ri'J ~\ :}- -VoV 

~ ~ ~~~ ! 0\.5 * .&1 J.,.:,.J 
. ~ ~ . G~ ~1_).J1 

~e;1 1 ul;. ~ : ~ 

Commentary: Water should be drunk in three breaths, that is one should breathe 

three times outside the drinking vessel one is drinking from. This habit has a salutary 

impact on one's character and helps one avoid doing things in haste . 

758. Ibn 'Abbas 1 • s .. .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Do not drink in one gulp like a camel, 
but in two or three (gulps). Mention 

.ii i ~ J <.J"~ 01 :_;.:, - VOA 

~ n : * -ilil JrJ Jli : Jl.i 1~.; 
I o J. ,... .,, o 

~-' -~1 --;? l~I_, ly~ 
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the Name of Allah (i.e., say Bismillah) 

when you start drinking and praise 

Him (i.e., say Al-hamdu lillah) after 

you have finished (drinking)." 
[At-Tirmidhf] 

> , , 

bl I_,:.::, J , -.:., ~ J 

;J.;1 l~l 1..,~ IJ 

Commentary: This Hadfth, too, prohibits us from drinking water in a single breath. 

It is preferable to say Bismillah every time we drink, andAl-hamdu lillah every time we 

stop drinking. 

759. Abu Qatadah ~ ...iii ~ .> 

reported: The Prophet ~ forbade 

breathing into the vessel while drink­

ing. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

& .&1 ~ J ~;G.; c1,l :.iJ - VO°i 

...t, 0 ~~:~ 01 ~ ~ ~1 0\ 
-~ ,_._ - "~~I 
,. ~ , " 

(')11 '.: . , '::, . . · --~. rc/-~ ·'--F"' 

Commentary: The Messenger of Allah ~ prohibited us from breathing in the 

drinking vessel because the bad smell or spittle may flow into the drink. This is both 

loathsome as well as injurious to one's health. 

760. Anas ~ ...iii ~ .> reported: Milk 
mixed with water was brought to 

Messenger of Allah ~ - On his right 

side was sitting a bedouin and on his 

left was sitting Abu Bakr~ ..t i ~ .> - He 
~ drank from it and handed the rest to 
the bedouin saying, "One who is on the 
right has preference, then again the 

one who is on the right." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

761. Sahl bin Sa'd ~ ...ii i ~ .> 

reported: A drink was brought to 
Messenger of Allah ~ and he drank 
(some) from it. On his right was a boy 

01 ~ .&1 ~ ) crl :;-J - Vi. 

~ _,j ~ ~1 ~ .&1 J_,.:.J - , -

...iii ~ J .h..,., c.r. ~ :.iJ - Vi\ 

'~I~ ~1 ~ .&1 j_,.:.J .:,1 ~ - , -
0 ,,_, ,,~ • ,- 0 _,,, ~ ~ - .~ 

,y J ' i ~ ,y J -:··-
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and on his left were some elderly 
people. He ~ said to the boy, 
"Would you permit me to give rest of 
this drink to these on my left?" The 
boy said: "O Messenger of Allah, I 
would certainly not give preference to 
anyone in anything that might come to 
me from you." So he ~ handed over 
the rest of the drink to him. [A/­
Bukhari and Muslim] 

.. ~ J -~ .&\ Jy) ~ , lob-I 

. .)i :;..:,. 

_1'.'.'. ; .ii i - . - ~ ( •1 
---- ~ ) '!" . ._r. 

Commentary: This Hadfth has already been mentioned earlier. Sheikh Al-Albani 

says: Some wrongly think that (in order to distribute something) in accordance with 

the Sunnah , a beginning should be made from an elderly person of the audience. 

Similarly, the view of Imam An-Nawawi is also not sound that the distribution should 

begin from his own person and then give it out to the gathering in the right order. 

Whereas the fact is, as mentioned in the Haduh, Messenger of Allah ~ had demanded 

the drink for himself and, therefore, drunk it first of all. And if the situation is 

otherwise, the beginning should be made from the right side according to the Sunnah. 

Neither should the distributor give priority to himself nor to any elderly person from 

amongst the gathering. Rather, he should begin from the right side and then keep 

distributing in the serial order. Sheikh Al-Albani, therefore, says that Imam An­

Nawawi is wrong to think that the distributor should begin after himself from the right 

side. 

CHAPTER 112 

UNDESIRABILI'IY OF 

DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM 

THE MOUTH OF A WATER-SKIN 

762. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ .&1 ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
forbade turning the water-skin upside 
down and drinking directly from its 
mouth. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ ~ '-:"' _:..iJ1 AAI~ ~½ - \\ Y 

AAI~ ',jl ~~J \.,i,~J ~_;JI 

~.r-u 'l '-1.? 
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Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~ has forbidden us to drink water from the 

mouth of a water-skin or something similar to it because some harmful insect in the 

water-skin may flow into the stomach. So, instead of drinking direct from the mouth of 

the water-skin, it is better to pour it into a drinking vessel in order to shun any possible 

harm. 

763. Abu Hurairah ~ .ti ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah Ji! 
prohibited drinking directly out of the 
mouth of a water-skin. [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

::.;. ..iii ~ J i;.,; ~ i :J3 - Vi~ 

~~ 01 ~ .{ii\ J_?J ~ :J li 

.ili '··- -~• :11 1~li.:'J1 ·: • c>-"--' ,. fl .) , <-1- cf 

Commentary: This Hadith and the preceding one are complementary to each other. 

764. Umm Thabit Kabshah .ii i ~ J 

Lp, daughter of Thabit .:...- .iii ~J and 
the sister of Hassan bin Thabit, the 

Prophet's poet) reported: Messenger 
of Allah Ji! visited me and drank some 
water from a hanging water-skin while 
he was in a standing posture. So, I 
stood up and cut off the mouth ( of that 
water-skin). An-Nawawi said that the 
reason why she did this was to keep to 
receive benediction that part of the 
water-skin to which the lips of Messen­

ger of Allah Ji! touched. [At-Tirmidhi] 

...::...., 0 .;:...:., Ll ...::...., ~ '\ '. · · - Vi t • ; ,, . , , i ✓J 

~J ~ ..iii ~ J ~~ J_ 0l:,;. ~ 1 
J -- ,, ,,, ,,,. 

- ~ .{ii\ J_?J ~ y; :~ti 
wL; .;I;~ _,,_ . , :~ 

, , • ~_r, c..1- cf ~ r 

\h) - ~Ii?,~\ ✓ ;;_,..::,;) '~ il;:;J ,Ji! 

0S.;;.Ji- , ·1 :._ i1 0G i; J
0 

'., ~_;;.i1 , ., .J j r-'"' , . . ....-- r""-" ., 

Commentary: The first two Ahi'ldith forbid us from drinking water out of the mouth 

of a water-skin, whereas, once Messenger of Allah ~ himself had done so. This shows 

that not to drink water by this way is also approved. However, if needed, it is 

allowable. For this reason Imam An-Nawawi clarified that to drink water out of the 

mouth of the water-skin is conditionally permissible and not forbidden . But to eschew 

it is desirable. Likewise, to receive benediction from the Prophet's left-overs is 

permissible as long as this does not take the form of worship and glorification. 
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CHAPTER 113 

UNDESIRABILITY OF 

BLOWING INTO THE 

VESSEL WHILE DRINKING 

765. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri = -.iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
prohibited us blowing in the drinking 
water. A man said: "O Messenger of 

Allah! Sometimes I see some litter 
floating about on the surface. What 

should I do then?" He ~ replied, 
"Pour them out." Then the man said: 
"My thirst is not quenched with one 

draught." Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Then put away the cup from your 
mouth (in between three gulps), and 
take breath." [At-Tinnidhf] 

~I 4Al_,,5' '-:-'½ -"f 

'-:-'1_,...!.ll_j 

~~ .:-J..GJI -:-::"-" ~i :_;. - Vio 

,el :j ~ ~ ~I 01 ~ 41 

;1.Ll1 : j;.~ Jli; , ';"1)J1 J 
((~}Ill : JLi; ~;C11 J L,;,1) 

~~1_:; ~ ~ l.SJ~I 
~ 

, . , 

') Ji :JL; 

((~ :;- l~l c_~I 0 tn :Jt.; 

Commentary: If one sees straw or something like that in the water-vessel, he should 

not blow in the water. Messenger of Allah ~ has forbidden it. Instead, some of the 

water or all the water should be poured out. Also, if his thirst is not quenched in a 

single breath, one should remove the vessel from his mouth. After taking breath, he 

should again drink water. To drink water in three breaths is preferable. However, in 

case of hot tea or milk, sipping is permissible, no matter if sips are in plenty. 

766. lbn 'Abbas I g <- -.iii ~) 

reported: The Prophet ~ prohibited 
us from breathing into the drinking 
vessel or blowing onto. [At-Tinnidhf] 

41 ~~ er~ 0 1 ✓J -Vii 

0 >~ ~I ~ ~ ~I 01 1~,; 
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CHAPI'ER 114 

PERMISSION TO DRINK 

WIIlLE IN A STANDING 

POSTURE 

767. Ibn 'Abbas~ .ii i ~ J reported: 
I seJVed Messenger of Allah ~ Zamzam 
water to drink and he drank it while he 

was standing. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

768. An-Nazzal bin Sabrah ~ .iii ~J 

reported: 'Ali bin Abu Talib~ .ii i ~ J 

arrived at Bab Ar-Rahbah (in Kufah) 

and drank water in a standing posture. 

Then he said: "I saw Messenger of 

Allah ~ doing what you have seen me 

doing." [Al-Bukhari] 

769. Ibn 'Umar I g • .. .ii i ~ J 

reported: During the lifetime of Mes­

senger of Allah ~ we would eat while 
walking and would drink while stand­

ing. [At-Tinnidhi] 

.[V1t :~.r.] <Y.L:.J I .....:.,5 ~~ ~ 

..iii ~ J c.rG 0,I :.,<, -ViV 
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Commentary: The Companions would not habitually eat something while being on 

the move and drink water in a standing position. In fact , the Hadith simply tells us that 

these were some moments in their life when they did so. TheAhadith that follow show 

that drinking in a standing posture is deprecated. 

770. 'Amr bin Shu'aib on the author­
ity of his father and grandfather 
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reported that they saw Messenger of 
Allah ~ drink standing, and sitting. 

[At-Tirmidhi] 

The last three Ahadith point out the 
permissibility of eating and drinking 
while walking or standing or sitting, 
but drinking in the sitting position 
remains the best. 

771. Anas ~ .ii i ~ J reported: The 
Prophet ~ forbade us from drinking 
while standing. Qatadah reported: 
"We asked him: 'What about eat­
ing?"' He said: "That is even worse, 
( or may be he said) more detestable." 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah ~ reprimanded us for drinking 
while standing. [Muslim] 

772. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"None of you should drink standing; 
and if any one forgets, he must vomit." 

[Muslim] 

I - • I ~ , , ~ , ,.j; IJ;,;; • I 
~lJ '-7"_r---J.. ~ ..u J~J 
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-~.J~ ..;;_,J;:;;' .• ~- ,: :1 I 0f .J -T . , 
J· ~ iJ:"' ~ Jj ._t,J 

. ~\_; '-7"_).J1 J 
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~ ..iii ~J o_;._). ~t :}-J - VVY 
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,ili\ J .},,.)' JI_; · JL,; :.Wt ''.\\ . , .,, . ? , ',?; ✓ 
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- (''., j_;_f : '' ~- 'in : ~ , r-:: i..r..r-:. _, 

. ~ ~1) ) i1~u§~, :Ll 0' ~ 
Commentary: In the preceding Ahadith, we are told that one can drink water even 

in a standing position, it is better to eat or drink while seated in order to be on the safe 

side. Otherwise, the truth of the matter is that one should be cautious enough to eat or 

drink seated. Doubtless, it is an approved practice. Nowadays, people have made it a 

habit to eat food at feasts in a standing posture. They argue it is convenient because 

the whole of the gathering is dealt out at the same time. Yet, they fail to keep in their 

view the overwhelming disadvantages of this convenience. First, it involves the 

emulation of western example without any benefit. Second, the Prophet ~ has 

forbidden it. Third, the indiscipline it spawns hardly befits the social behaviour of a 

dignified and civilized nation. Fourth, a long wait, tedious and boring normally 

features feasts and wedding parties. Fifth, in order to make it agreeable and to do 
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away with the boredom of participants, either film songs or musical notes are played 

on record-players, or jesters and buffoons are brought in to amuse and entertain them. 

This is all satanic work, forbidden and unlawful, having no place in Islam. 

CHAPTER 115 

EXCELLENCE OF CUPBEARER 

DRINKING LAST 

773. Abu Qatadah -.....;.___.. .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who serves others with drinking 
water should be the last to drink 
himself." [At-Tirmidhi] 

.jl:.. (.)~'-:"'~I'-:"'~_,'" 

½r- r--4' _.,;;-T r .,al I 

Commentary: Referring to this Hadith , Imam An-Nawawi stresses the manner of 

serving food or drink and says that the distributor should have his share in the end. 
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CHAPTER 116 

PERMISSIBILITY OF DRINKING 

WATER FROM CLEAN VESSELS 

OF ALL TYPES EXCEPT GOLD 

AND SILVER ONES 

774. Anas bin Malik CJ. .& 1 ~ J 

reported: Once the time for As-Salat 

(the prayer) approached. Those whose 

houses were near, went to their houses 

to perform Wudu' while some of the 

people remained with Messenger of 

Allah ~ - A stone ( containing some 

water) bowl was brought for him. It 
was too small for him to spread his 

hand over it. He performed his Wudu ' 

and it (the water) sufficed for all the 

others also. Anas was asked: "How 

many of you were present there?" He 
said: "Eighty or more." [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

Another narration in Muslim is: The 

Prophet ~ called for a vessel 

containing water. A wide shallow 

vessel with a little water in it was 

brought for him. He put his fingers in 

it. Anas says: "I kept looking at the 

water pouring from between his fin­

gers. I estimated that the number of 
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people who made their Wudu' with it 
was from seventy to eighty." 

Commentary: This Hadith mentions a miracle of Messenger of Allah ~ and also 

provides for the use of a stoneware. 

775. 'Abdullah bin Zaid ~ .iii ~J 

reported: The Prophet ~ visited us 
and we brought water for him in a 
brass vessel for his ablution and he 
performed ablution. 

[Al-Bukhari'] 

.&1 ~J +;.j </ .&1 µ :JJ -VVo 

~;.t -~ ~\ L;t;\ :J\.i ~ 
.w;;).;, ~ /j, ~ a; j , , . 

· l?/~1 ;1j) 

;J •l.>_;..5 j~ J ,,\...:,JI~ 11)_!,J\n 

,\;JL _:;.;,J 'C..Lill5 : (( J~\113 'v"WI 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that brassware can be used for performing 

ablution as well as for other purposes. 

776. Jabir ~ .iii ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ visited the 
house of a man of the Ansar with one 
of his Companions and said to him, " If 
you have some water in the water-skin 

left over from last night, give it to us 
for drinking; otherwise, we shall drink 
from some stream directly." 

[Al-Bukhari'] 

0\ ~ .&1 ~J ..r.~ :JJ -VV'i 

~ ~) J;, ~; ~ .&1 J_?J 
-Jili ,j ~L;, ~) ')~½I 

tt; i:l~ 0lS 0tn 
11 \;;, ' ( '11 ' 8 r µ . --I 

, 
:~ .&1 J_?J 

il;,u1 ~~ .SG 

"l?cd~I ;1JJ 

. ~)\ : ((~\II 

Commentary: With reference to this Hadith, Imam An-Nawawi' says that apart from 

drinking water from a vessel, one can also drink at a cistern or stream. 

777. Hudhaifah ~ .iii ~J reported: 
The Prophet ~ prohibited us from 
wearing brocade or silk and drinking 
out of gold or silver vessels and said, 

~ .&1 ~ J ~~ :/' J - VVV 

t-?1 ✓ \_;~ ~ ~1 :,l :Jl.i 

wJJ I ~T · ' i I\' ;,:- G __ J.l lJ --I ';' .r-' j I.:.. 
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"These are meant for them ( disbe­
lievers) in this world and for you in the 

Hereafter." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ ~ ~,i :JGJ ,~ ;zj i1_:; 
- > ,,. ot 

~((~?'JI,_;,~ :/'J d.:;i!1 

-~ 

Commentary: Silk clothes are forb idden to men but allowed to women. Yet, both 

sexes are forbidden to use utensils made of si lver and gold. However, the orthodox 

'Ulama ' say that women can use ornaments of si lver and gold and that, it is advisable 

not to use them because many vices stem from their use and display. 

778. Umm Salamah ~ .iii ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"He who drinks from the vessel of 

silver kindles the Fire ( of Hell) in his 

belly." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

A narration in Muslim is: Messenger 

of Allah ~ said, "Surely, he who eats 

or drinks in gold and silver vessels fills 

his belly with Hell-fire." 

~ ...ti1 ~~ 4L rf <./'J 

' , ~- .Uln ·Jli ..;,iz 'I --:-'.r-'--? , . ~ <OJ 

' ,,, ~I ,;,,;\1 <-1- r-;.r:'"'- ; , , 

- VVA 

....is. , ___ 1(~ -, -c ~ 
. -- ~ ~ _) ,, . 

t J>i ;;; ;;; 

jl J5½ ~+JI 0tn :~ fl11 ci,1 

. ((wlw • ;zol1 ~T · ..:.., - ~-; ) , , ,_, <-1- . .r-'-

;Gl,.}, ._;,~ ~n : j i 11J ..;,1 
,,. .. ,,. ,, -
, ,,, ~~ ~ '\ ___,,,_ -~ '. __. <-1- r:: ~ ; , , ) , '-' ' 

. ((r~~ .;. ~ i~C ~ 

Commentary: To use utensils of si lver and gold involves extravagance. Moreover, it 

is a sign of pride and ostentatious lifestyle. Allah detests them both. On this count they 

are major sins, involving the danger of severe chastisement in Hell-fire. 
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3. THE BOOK OF DRESS 

CHAPTER 117 

EXCELLENCE OF WEARING 

WHITE CLOTHES AND THE 

PERMISSIBILITY OF WEARING 

RED, GREEN, YELLOW AND 

BLACK CLOTHES MADE FROM 

COTTON, LINEN BUT NOT SILK 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"0 Children of Adam! We have 

bestowed raiment upon you to cover 

yourselves (screen your private parts) 

and as an adornment, and the raiment 

of righteousness, that is better." (7:26) 

"And (Allah) has made for you 

garments to protect you from the heat 

(and cold), and coats of mail to protect 

you from your (mutual) violence." 

(16:81) 

779. lbn 'Abbas I g · ., .:iii ~ J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 

~ saying, "Put on white clothes 

because they are the best; and use 

them for shrouding your dead." [At­

Tinnidhf and Abu DawCtd] 

'-:-'fll '-:-'~I '-:-'4 -\ \V 

~ )'IJ .,-\ii jl~ J ~ )'I 

ojl~J .).,.....\rlJ _;.,..,\rlJ 

...J~J ~J .jl::SJ .)it (.r 

:r..rl I ':J l lA ~ J 

. [A\ : j>.JI] 

.&1 ~'_; ✓~ 01 :/J -VV4\ 

\~\ : Jt; ~ .&1 j_,:.,'_; ~i y 
· · '. ~~ \ , · d1 ~ <.L; '. -r-> ~ ; ,.,yP -· r"; ., ~ 

:1:,'_; 11t5Gy ~ 1_µ_, -~~ 
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780. Samurah ~ .ii i ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah :i! said, "Wear 
white clothes because they are the 
purest and they are closest to mod­
esty; and shroud the dead in it." 

[An-Nasa 'i and Al-Hakim] 

0 , ,,. ..... 

1.,....:._;Jln :~ .&1 J~~ Ju 

-~i- ':Li 1:\; ~-·d1 . . J ~ ~ : ,.y"' •. 
, _., ,, _., 

, ._...,'L.::.JI ;1-- 11:c;-t;'' 1: ~ I -;c 
'-> .JJ \ y ~ y---J 

. ~ ~~ : J~J r-5GJ1J 

Commentary: Both these Ahadith tell us that white clothes are fine and likeable 

and are especially recommended on Fridays and on all other occasions except on 'Eid 

days where new clothes, if any, are recommended. The purity and beauty of this colour 

befits the dignity and honour of man. 

781. Bara' .....:.....- .iii ~ ) reported: 
Messenger of Allah :i! was of 
medium stature. I saw him wearing a 
red mantle. I have never seen anything 

more graceful than that. [Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim] 

:J~ ~ .iii ~ 'j ;1).1 <f J - VA, 

lii.-; ~ ;.:; ~ .&1 J_?~ ~l5 

Commentary: On the basis of this Hadfth, some argue that red dress is also allowed 

to men. Imam An-Nawawi seems to hold the same view. However, many 'Ulama ' 

believe that the dress of Messenger of Allah ~ was not all red but had red stripes. 

They, therefore, maintain that the red clothes which women wear are not permissible 

to men. Some 'Ulama ' think that a ruling on this issue will be on condition of space 

and time. If at some place disbelievers or women are fond of this colour, it will be 

banned for Muslim men because of its relevance to disbelief and womanishness. Yet, it 

will be allowed to Muslim men in a contrary situation. Opinions also exist that the 

indoor wear of red clothes is permissible to men but forbidden in public. To sum up, 

the red-coloured dress is not itself a taboo with regard to men. A ruling on it will be 

conditional in accordance with the situation. For example, in the Eastern society the 

red-coloured dress is usually worn by women and is peculiar to brides on the occasion 

of wedding. Men are, therefore, banned to wear it. Allah Alone has the true 

knowledge. 
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782. Abu Juhaifah Wahb bin 'Abdullah 

= ..ii i ~ j reported: I saw the Prophet :@ by 

Al-Abtah valley in Makkah, in a red tent 

made from tanned skin. Bilal brought him 

ablution water. Then Messenger of Allah 

~ came out wearing a red mantle; and I 

can still remember looking at whiteness of 

his shanks. So he made his ablution, and 

Bilal = ..iii ~ j pronounced the call for 

prayer (Adhan ). I kept following the 

movement of his (Bilal 's) face to the right 

and to the left when he recited: 'Come to 

the prayer; come to the success.' Then a 

spear was fixed ( as a Sutrah) in front of 

Messenger of Allah ~ who then stepped 

forward and led the prayer. Dogs and 

donkeys passed in front of him (beyond 

the spear) and no one prevented them from 

doing so. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

_µ <I ~J ~ c1,1 :_}-:, -VAY 

~ ~\ ~t :J L; ~ 4 1 ~~ 4 1 

;1 -·- ~.j · _I.,:\,1., -' - ~ 
~ ,. '-:F- c-: ; y J . 

~ '~~~ j~ c_fa 'i;f ~ , 
~ i ': I\ ,, : : , 1~t:- · ti 
_, '--£"' c~ lf- J ,c;> 

,t:f :{s , :1 -~ n;_ di ' __,....., --!' J , _ J 

I: ~ ~ ; Lj , ~::f d;_;,j 'j ')l,_ 
'-'-t-"' L- . 

:ti ~ > J, I 

:;- : ') ~j ~ J~ '~j 
_,, > ,,_..o ,., ,, 

~ •c_'>WI _fl-:;- ,§~\ ~ 

~ µ r~ .tj:i ~ ..:.,J~ 
. ,:,, 'l 'WI ~\ ~:G : ,, 
~ J , J . ,- - i..r.: 

- ~~ 

Commentary: 'Al-Abtah' is the name of a place which is also called the Muhassab 

valley. Lexically 'Al-Abtah' means a sloping ground. Since it was the passage of rainy 

water owing to its downward slope, it came to be known by this name. Here the 

Prophet ~ encamped in a tent. 

This Hadith provides for wearing red-coloured clothes as mentioned in detail in the 

preceding Hadith. Second, it points out an issue concerning the ritual prayer. The 

worshipper should place something before him as a symbol of obstruction (,_;.., ) so that 

somebody who goes past him may not divert his attention. Yet, there is no harm if the 

passer is an animal. 

783. Abu Rimthah Rifa'ah At-Taimi ~ I ~1.;-:! 8 -:! c1,i ,Y-J -VA'(' 

= .w l ~ J reported: I saw Messenger of 
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Allah * wearing two green garments. 
[Abu Dowud and At-Tirmidhi] 

;1_,~ . .:JI' -. q 0L ; ili ' ~ , ~ , .Y ,. J _, 

. ~ ::C.:,t . ~~?I.J u.J\; ;f 

Commentary: Here we see a provision for wearing green-coloured clothes. 

784. Ja.bir 
Messenger 

Makkah on 

~ .&1 ~.) reported: 

of Allah * entered 
the day of its conquest 

and he was wearing a black turban. 

[Muslim] 

785. Abu Sa'id 'Amr bin Huraith 

.:..- .iii~.) reported: As if I am seeing 

Messenger of Allah * wearing a black 
turban and both ends of it are falling 

over his shoulders. [Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 

Allah * was delivering a Khutbah 

wearing a black turban. 

01 ,~ .&1 ~~ f~ ~-' -VAt 

~ -~ f y. ~; ~ "11 J_,.:J 

c.r. .J~ ~ 

_:.Ll1 Jts : Jli 
,, , 

~~ ..:,\;. ' ~ "I J ', JI , ,_ J - , <ti) , .r" J " 

:_;; 4-)~ Jj jj ,~l;j..:,, 

·r-1-' o\_JJ .0 
~ ~\ JyJ 01 : ;j flJ~ JJ 

Commentary: We conclude from this Hadfth that one can also put on black­

coloured dress, turban and covering. Muslim scholars have said that it is a desirable act 

Mustahab to wear a black turban after defeating the enemy. 

786. 'P..ishah Lp .&1 ~_; reported: 
The body of Messenger of Allah ~ 
was shrouded in three white Yemeni 

cotton garments, among which was 

neither a gown nor a turban. 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

~ .&1 ~ ; ~Li- :_,.;..J - VA"\ 

.j)t J, ~ .&1 J_?j Js :-.Ll~ 

, '\ -~'( '. .,:] , , . .......,\ ,:1 
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Commentary: The shroud of a dead body consists of three simple pieces of cloth to 

the exclusion of a turban, shirt and Izar. It is better for the shroud to be white. 

787. 'Aishah ~ .ii i ~ J reported: 
One morning Messenger of Allah ~ 
went out wearing a black blanket made 
of camel's or sheep's black hair with 
patterns of camels' bags upon it. 
[Muslim] 

_\.. .. ' \" . r- 0 ) J 

-~1~ -.:.,\~ ~ ~\ 

_;~fr~Y; 
t ~ ~ ) : ~ 1 A «.l,~111 

~ (?~ \ ; : ~ \ ~t,J~ «j.:!-;.i 1.,ii 

.~1_,5\1 1 0 .J •Jc')'.1 J t,..~ ;J_,..;, 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that one can wear a black woollen cloth with the 

woven image of an inanimate object. 

788. Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah ~ ) 
,;.s, .t i reported: I was with Messenger 

of Allah ~ in a journey one night, and 
he asked me, "Do you have any water 

with you?" I said, "Yes." So he 
dismounted from his riding camel and 
walked away (to answer the call of 
nature) until he disappeared in the 
darkness. When he returned, I poured 
out some water from a vessel and he 
washed his face. He was wearing a Jong 
woollen cloak and could not take out 
his forearms from his sleeves, so he 
brought them out from below the cloak 
and then washed them, and then 
passed his (wet) hands over his head. 
I stretched out my hand to take off his 

.,,. ' , 0, ,.. ,.. , . 
~ 4lll ~_?J (3 .:::_.s :Jl:i .;.;_ 
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Khuff (leather socks), but he said, 
"Leave them. I put them on after 
performing Wudu '," and he passed 
his (wet) hands over them. [Al-Bu­

kh[ui and Muslim] 

Another narration is: Messenger of 
Allah ~ was wearing a Syrian cloak 
with tight sleeves. 

Another narration is: This incident 
took place during the battle of Tabuk. 

j.....:_. _ I ' ._''\;::, ;.._.::.;~((. ,:, U, 
~I......., ~.r: 

. ....I;. 

! ::~ ,,, , "!,;; J ~ , 
~ ~L;, ~ ,_ j :fl.:i-d c).:i 

,> 

-~1 

..:.i LS ~• ;,~j I I .;; -;:, 

o..lib 01 : fl.:i-d ..!,J - , 

Commentary: Here, too, we have justification for wearing woollen dress. In order 

to answer the call of nature, one is supposed to get out of people's sight. Instead of 

washing the feet while performing Wudu ', one may simply pass wet hands over the 

socks or stockings if these have been worn after the performance of ablution. A non­

travelling person is allowed this facility for twenty-four hours while in the case of a 

traveller, this period is extended to three days. However, in case of sexual impurity one 

must take full bath. 

CHAPTER 118 

EXCELLENCE OF QAMEES 

789. Umm Salamah ~ .&1 ~ J 

reported: Out of all garments Messen­
ger of Allah ~ liked Qamees the best. 
[At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud] 

~ -w \ ~ J ;J..::, r1 :_;. - VA'\ 
, -- ,,, !I! .;; .... -; ,,, ,,, 0 ,, .... 

0..,..... J J l '-:"'l? I ~ I 0l5 : _;Jt; , , 

,~_,1; ;f ~\)) . ~I ~ .&1 

Commentary: Qamees is a piece of clothing with two sleeves, generally made of 

sewn cotton and worn under the rest of the clothes. In the lifetime of the Prophet ~ 

the Arabs would commonly use two simple sheets of cloth as dress, one covering the 
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lower part of body and one wrapping its upper part. Qamees was also in vogue but very 

few people used it. No doubt it covers the body adequately and is also comparatively 

convenient. So, the Prophet ~ liked it most. 

CHAPTER 119 

DESCRIPTION OF THE LENGTH 

OF QAMEES AND THE SLEEVES, 

THE END OF THE TURBAN, 

THE PROHIBITION OF 

WEARING LONG GARMENTS 

OUT OF PRIDE AND THE 

UNDESIRABILITY OF WEARING 

THEM WITHOUT PRIDE 

790. Asma' bint Yazid ~ .& 1 ~ J 

reported: The Qamees sleeves of 

Messenger of Allah ~ reached down 
to his wrists. [Abu Dawud and At­

Tirmidhi] 

~I J), ~ ..;.,~ -"\ 

t.L-ll ..J .)»J .;lj~IJ ~IJ 

..!.l.li ,:r .. ,_,;, J~l t!-~J 
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Commentary: This Hadith simply tells us that Messenger of Allah ~ used to wear a 

Qamees with long sleeves (up to the wrist); but in the case of all the other clothes, 

apart from the Qamees, the sleeves should not go beyond the finger tips. 

791. Ibn 'Umar 1 , 1 · .. .&1 ~ J 

reported: The Prophet * said, 
"Whoever allows his lower garment 
to drag out of vanity will find that 
Allah will not look at him on the Day 
of Resurrection." On this Abu Bakr 
~ .ii i ~ J submitted: "O Messenger of 

j, ,. ,., _... ,.. :;; .... 

~>½> '½Y ?- ~II :Jli ~ ~\ c.Ji 

Jli; ((;;_;;1.::A.i1 - ,, ..:Ji .&1 _t.: ~_ ~ 1 
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Allah! My lower garment keeps sliding 
down though I take care to pull it and 
wrap it." Messenger of Allah ii! said, 
"You are not of those who do it out of 
vanity." [Al-Bukhari] 

' . 
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~\:~ 11,:~ 

Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~ has given a severe warning to those who 

intentionally wear a dress which is dragging along the ground because this is a sign of 

arrogance. Yet, if a person's garment unintentionally slips downward he will not be put 

to accountability. 

792. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 q-"' _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah 
will not look at him who trails his lower 
garment out of pride." [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 

~ ..ii i ~ :; .;.; c./;i YJ -V'\.,. 
, 0 ,., .,. .,. 
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Commentary: A disregard of Allah's Favours and gifts means ungratefulness which 

is essentially manifested in a haughty attitude. It is also a sign of arrogance that one 

wears a dress with the hem trailing on the ground. 

793. Abu Hurairah ~ .& 1 q-"' .J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "What 
is below the ankles of a lower garment 
is condemned to the Fire (Hell)." 

[Al-Bukhari] 

~n : J t; ~ ~I ,j ~J - V'\r' 

~ j lj'{I ~ ~\ ~ Ff 
'l?!L;j\ ;13:; 11.)81 

Commentary: The apparent sense of the Hadfth words is that the part of the dress 

hanging down below the ankles will be put into Hell-fire. Yet, if this is the fate of the 

particular piece of cloth the wearer will surely go to Hell. When Nafi' = "" I ~ J was 

asked about it he said, "Yes, but what sins have the clothes committed?" 

794. Abu Dharr ~ .& 1 ~ _; reported: 

I heard the Prophet ~ saying, "There ,j ~ .& I ~:; ~~ c.1;1 :_;.3 -V'\ t 
are three to whom Allah will neither 
speak on the Day of Resurrection nor 
will look at them nor purify them (i.e., 
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of their sins), and they will be severely 
tormented." When he repeated this 

(statement) thrice, Abu Dharr ..iii ~ J 

~ said: "They are doomed and 
destroyed! (But) who are they, 0 
Messenger of Allah?" He said, "One 
whose lower garment trails, one who 
boasts of kindness shown to another; 
and one who promotes sale of his 
business by taking false oaths." [Muslim] 

~ !IJ~J 1;~ :~~ yl JI.; 

,p111 : JI.; ~41 J_?J ~ ~ 

y.k.h~ ~~;; . ::;_~'.=i 1_:; .0Ll1J 
. r-1--4 ;1J.:; ((~~8J1 

Commentary: This Hadfth sheds light on three major sins which, unfortunately, 

prevail in Muslim societies. May Allah amend the lapses of Muslims' behaviour! 

795. lbn 'Umar 1 • i · <- ..iii ~ J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "On 
the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not 
look at one who trails his lower 
garment, Qamees or turban arro­
gantly." 

[Abu Dawud and An-Nasa 'i] 

Commentary: This Hadfth tells us if trousers and pajamas, out of pride etc., hang 

loose below the ankles, the wearer will be committing a grave blunder. The excessive 

hang of shirt or turban out of pride is also a sign of arrogance and involves the wearer 

in a major sin. Wearing long garments without the intention of pride is disliked. 

796. Abu Juraiy Jabir bin Sulaim ~- · J . ! ' .. · i;. '5?- f '. .i ' - V4. i r-- J. .!; . . . <-1, <.J ) 

.:s 41 reported: I noticed a man whose 
opinion was followed by every body, 
and no one acted contrary to what he 
said. I asked who he was, and I was 
informed that he was Messenger of 
Allah ~ - I said to him twice: '"Alaikas­

salam ya Rasul-Allah (may Allah render 
you safe)." He said, "Do not say: 
'Alaikas-salamu.' This is the salutation 
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to the dead (in Jahiliyyah times). Say, 

instead: 'As-salamu 'alaika (may Allah 

render you safe)."' I asked: "Are you 

Messenger of Allah?" He replied, 
"(Yes) I am the Messenger of Allah, 

Who will remove your affliction when 
you are in trouble and call to Him, Who 

will cause food to grow for you when 

you are famine-stricken and call to 

Him, and Who will restore to you your 

lost riding beast in the desert when you 

call upon Him." I said to him: "Give me 

instructions (to act upon)." He (~ ) 
said, "Do not abuse anyone." (Since 

then I have never abused anyone, 

neither a freeman, nor a slave, nor a 

camel, nor a sheep). He(~ ) continued, 
"Do not hold in contempt even an 

insignificant act of goodness, because 
even talking to your brother with a 

cheerful countenance is an act of 

goodness. Hold up your lower garment 

half way to the leg, and at least above 
the ankles; for trailing it is arrogance, 

and Allah dislikes pride. And if a man 
imputes to you of bad things he knows 

you possess, do not impute to him bad 

things that you know he has for he will 
assume the evil consequences of his 

abuse." 
[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhf] 
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Commentary: Herein, we are informed that the Companions of Messenger of Allah 
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~ would lend a ready ear to the Prophet's advice and put it into practice resolutely. 

Besides, in Islam the greeting of peace or Salam is alike to the living as well as the dead. 

The Hadfth also tells us about the desirable length of lzar or lower garment. Shari'ah 

allows it up to the ankles, but if it goes below, the wearer will be involved in a serious 

transgression incurring Hell-fire as mentioned earlier. Second, any good act, however 

small it may be, must not be underestimated and ignored. At no cost should it be given 

up. Third, nobody should be reproached for his fault or mistake, that is, he should not 

be put to humiliation in public for it. However, in private conversation he may be 

advised to improve his behaviour and desist from repeating his mistake. 

797. Abu Hurairah ,.__;._s. .J.i 1 ~ .; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said 
to a man who was performing Salat 

while his lower garment was trailing, 
"Go and perform your Wudu ' again." 
That man went and came back having 

performed it. The Messenger of Allah 
~ said (again), "Go and perform your 
Wudu '." Someone present said to 

Messenger of Allah ~ : "O 
Messenger of Allah! You ask him to 
perform his Wudu ' and then you kept 
silent (without saying the reason for 

it). " He(~ ) said, "He performed Salat 

while his lower garment was below his 
ankels. Allah does not accept the Salat 

of a man who trails his lower gar­
me nt. " [Abu Dawud] 

798. Qais bin Bishr At-Taghlibi 
reported that his father, who attended 
the company of 'Abud-Darda' .iii ~_; 

-w- told him: There was a man in 
Damascus who was a Companion of 
the Messenger of Allah ~ - He was 
called Ibn Al-Hanzaliyyah. He was a 
lonesome person and would rarely 
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spend some time in the company of 
people. He would spend most of his 
time in performing Sa/flt and when he 
finished, he would engage himself in 
Tasbfh (Subhan-Allflh) and Takbfr 

(Allflhu Akbar), till he would go 
home. He passed by us one day when 

we were sitting with Abud-Darda' ~ _; 
,;.., .ii i. The latter said to him: "Tell us 
something which will benefit for us and 
will not harm you." He said: "Mes­
senger of Allah ~ sent a detachment. 
When they returned, one of them 
came to the assemblage in which 
Messenger of Allah ~ was present 
and said to his neighbour during the 
conversation: 'I wish you had seen us 
when we encountered the enemy. So­
and-so (a believer) took up his spear, 
struck and said: Take this from me and 
I am the Ghifari boy. Now what do you 
think of this? ' The neighbour said: 'I 
think that he lost his reward because of 
boasting.' He said: ' I see no harm in it.' 

They began to exchange arguments till 
Messenger of Allah ~ heard them and 
said, 'Subhan-Allflh (Allah is free from 
every imperfection). He would be 
rewarded (in the Hereafter) and 
praised (in this world)'. I noticed that 
Abud-Darda' ,;.., .iii ~ _; felt a great 
pleasure at this remark and, raising his 
head began to repeat: "Have you 
heard Messenger of Allah ~ say 
this!" Ibn Al-Hanzaliyyah ,;.., .iii ~ _; 

continued responding till I asked 
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Abud-Darda' ~ .ii i ~ .; not to annoy 
him. 

Ibn Al-Hanzaliyyah ~ .ii I er-".; 
happened to pass by us another day 
and Abud-Darda' said to him: "Tell us 
something which will benefit us and 
will not harm you." He said: "The 
Messenger of Allah ~ told us, 'He 
who spends to purchase a horse (for 
Jihad) is like one who extends his hand 
for spending out of charity without 
withholding it. "' 

He passed by us another day and 

Abud-Darda' ~ .ii i ~ .; said to him: 
"Tell us something which might benefit 
us, and will not harm you." He said: 
"The Messenger of Allah ~ once said, 
'Khuraim Al-Usaidi is an excellent 
man were it not of his long hair and 
his lower garment which is hanging 
down.' When Khuraim heard about 
what the Prophet had said about him, 
he trimmed his long hair up to his ears 
with a knife and raised his lower 
garment half way on his shanks." 

On another occasion he passed by 
us and Abud-Darda'~ .ii i ~ .; said to 
him: "Tell us something that will 
benefit us and will not harm you." He 
said that he heard Messenger of Allah 
~ say, while coming back from an 
expedition: "You are returning to your 
brothers, so set your saddles and 
clothes in order so that you look tidy 
and graceful. Allah hates untidiness." 
[Abu Dawud] 
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3. THE BOOK OF DRESS 

Commentary: This Hadfth talks about six points. First, a war cry expressive of one's 

chivalrous deeds and designed to intimidate the enemy is permissible. Second, it is not 

an impeachable act and will be rewarded by Allah if it is done with a good intention. 

Third, hair should be grown either up to the earlobes or up to the neck-end as was the 

Prophet's practice. The Prophet ~ disapproved the long hair upon the shoulders. 

Fourth, on return from a journey, a man is advised to clean up his appearance and 

dust-covered clothes; due to the fatigue and dust of journey, he may appear untidy and 

out of shape. With his ruffled hair and run-down face, whether intentional or 

unintentional, he will perhaps give a depressive impression to his wife and children 

and other family members to the displeasure of Allah. Fifth, we may sympathetically 

allude to the minor shortcomings of a person in his absence for the sake of his moral 

uplifting. This will not be considered as backbiting. Messenger of Allah ~ talked 

about Khuraim Al-Usaid1 = .&1 ~ J in the same spirit. Sixth, indecency which means 

something ugly and disgraceful is taken here in an untidy and dishevelled sense which 

is against aesthetic principles. 

799. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri .:..- .ii i ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"The lower garment of a believer 

should be half way, below the knees. 

He is guilty of no sin if they are up to 

the ankles. That which is below the 

ankles is in the Fire (of Hell). Allah 

will not look at one who allows his 

lower garment to trail out of vanity. 

[Abu Dawud] 
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Commentary: This Hadfth says that a garment like trousers, pajamas, etc., should, 

properly speaking, go down up to the middle of the shanks. However, it is permissible 

to lower it up to the ankles which should remain uncovered. This commandment is for 

men alone. On the contrary, women are required to cover not only their ankles but 

also their feet, particularly when they go out. 

800. lbn 'Umar I • s .. .ii i ~ J y .& I ~ J ~ ,;r.l :_;.:, - A,, 
reported: My lower garment was 
trailing as I passed by Messenger of ~ .& 1 ~ _? ~ J;, ..S ~; : J ~ 
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Allah ~ so he said, "Raise your lower 

garment, Abdullah." I lifted it up and 

he told me to raise it higher. I 

complied with his orders and as I was 

still trying to find the best place (for it), 
one of the people asked where it 

should reach and he ~ replied, "Half 
way down the knees." [Muslim] 

801. Ibn 'Umar 1 , @ • .. .ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah 

will not look at the one who trails his 
lower garment out of arrogance." 

Umm Salamah 4--:->- .ii i ~ J asked: 
"What should women do with the 

hem of their clothes?" He ~ said, 
"They might lower them a hand 's 

span." She said: "But their feet would 

still remain exposed." He said, "Let 

them lower those equal to arm's length 

but not more than that." [Abu Dflwud 

and At-Tirmidhi] 
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Commentary: Herein, women are commanded to cover themselves completely up 

to an arm's length from the hem of their clothes in order to cover the sole of their feet 

with their wraps and lower-body garments. 

CHAPI'ER 120 

EXCELLENCE OF GMNG UP 

ELEGANT CLOTHES FOR 

HUMILITY 

802. Mu'adh bin Anas ~ .iii ~ ) 
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3. THE BOOK OF DRESS 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whoever gives up wearing elegant 
and expensive garments out of hum­
bleness, when he can do so, Allah will 
call him on the Day of Resurrection 
and before all the creations, He will 
give him the choice to wear whichever 
garment of Iman he would like to 
wear." [At-Tinnidhf] 
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Commentary: To adopt humility and not to assert superiority over others, 

according to this Had'ith , is an excellent act with Allah. 'The clothes of Iman' imply 

those special clothings of Jannah that Allah has prepared for sincere believers only . 

CHAPTER 121 

EXCELLENCE OF ADOPTING 

MODERATION IN DRESS 

803. 'Amr bin Shu'aib on the author­
ity of his father and grandfather 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Allah loves to see the sign of His 
Bounties on his slave." [At-Tinnidhf] 

.j .h.:...,::)1 '-:"'~I ._;.,½ - \ n 
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Commentary: A simple dress is commendable if one wears it as a gesture of humility 

wining Allah's Pleasure. Yet, to zealously pursue the goal of goodness, to extend a 

helping hand to the indigent and the needy, to behave favourably towards one's relatives 

and to wear a fine dress as a manifestation of Allah's Favours are equally good acts of 

high merit. A fine dress is not impeachable in itself but it becomes so, if worn with an air 

of arrogance and self-importance. On the other hand, an expression of Divine bounty 

makes it praiseworthy. In other words, it is the intention which makes an act good or bad. 

Alongside the practice of the example of Messenger of Allah ~, the sincerity of action 

and making right intention, therefore, become indispensable. 
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CHAPTER 122 

PROHIBITION OF WEARING 

SILK FOR MEN AND ITS 

PERMISSIBILITY FOR WOMEN 

804. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab .ii i ~ J 

,w, reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 

said, "Do not wear silk (clothes). For 

whoever wears (them) in this life will 
be deprived of them in the Hereafter." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: It is not women but men who have been forbidden to wear silk dress. It 

is banned for men due to its aspect of adornment and beautification which is peculiar to 

women alone. The silk dress is not befitting to men because it affects their typical 

characteristics such as bravery, strength and fearlessness. Second, it betrays arrogance 

and haughtiness which is condemnable by all norms of morality. Third, it has relevance to 

disbelievers and polytheists known for their love for worldly possessions. Fourth, its use is 

against that austerity which Islam aims to develop in a Muslim's life. And this is borne out 

by the saying of Messenger of Allah ~ : "Simplicity is part of Faith." 

805. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab .iii ~ J 

= reported: I heard Messenger of 
Allah ~ saying, "Silk (clothes) are 

worn only by him who has no share in 

the Hereafter." [Al-Bukhari and Mus­

lim] 

~ :Jli ~j -/1.•0 
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'i : ~f , ((;J j-;.;. 'i _:;)) :5.;; 

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that men will fall into a serious error if they wear 

dress made from silk. And if they do not sincerely repent for it, they will undoubtedly 

be punished in Hell-fire. 

806. Anas ~ .iii ~ J reported: 
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Messenger of Allah ~ said, "He who 
wears silk clothes in this life shall not 
wear them in the Hereafter." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

807. 'Ali .;,.., .iii ~J reported: I saw 
Messenger of Allah ~ holding a piece 
of gold in his left hand and a silk 
(cloth) in his right hand. Then he said, 
"These two are forbidden for the males 

of my Ummah." [Abu Dawud] 

808. Abu Musa Ai-Ash'ari.;,.., .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Wearing of silk and gold has been 
made unlawful for males and lawful for 

the females of my Ummah." 

[At-Tirmidhf] 
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Commentary: Both the above mentioned Ahadith indicate that the use of silk and 

gold is allowed to women. But Divine sanction should not be so over-stretched as to 

make the ornaments of gold part and parcel of marriage. Yet, unfortunately, this sad 

situation exists in Muslim societies, making resourceless people feel extremely ill. In 

fact, at need, if resources permit, women are free to use gold but without making it as 

an essential ingredient of marriage. May Allah guide Muslims! 

809. Hudhaifah .;,.., .iii ~ J reported: 
The Prophet ~ prohibited us from 
eating or drinking in gold or silver 
utensils and from wearing silk and 
brocade, or sitting on (anything made 
from) them. [Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: There are many kinds of silk. But the real silk is that which is 

naturally spun by the silkworm. However, the artificially manufactured silk is also 
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available nowadays. Men are not under ban to use it. But there are certain varieties of 

such cloth which are used only by women. These are forbidden to men. Besides, they 

are disallowed to sit on a silk cloth. Similarly, quilts, mattresses and pillows should not 

be made from it because both men and women use them. 

CHAPTER 123 

LAWFULNESS TO WEAR SILK 

IN CASE ONE IS SUFFERING 

FROMAN ITCH 

810. Anas ...:.......- .ii i ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ permitted 
Zubair and 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Auf 

~ .w l ~ J to wear silk because they 
were suffering from an itch . [A/­

Bukhari and Muslim] 
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-~~ -~41-?'~~ 
Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that, if needed, even men can wear clothes made 

from silk. For example, it may be suggested in case of a skin disease like itch. A man 

may also be allowed to wear a silk dress in order to escape extremely cold or hot 

weather provided he has no other clothes. 

CHAPTER 124 

PROHIBITION OF USING THE 

SKIN OF THE LEOPARD 

811. Mu'awiyah.:.... .& 1 ~ J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Do not 
ride on saddles made from silk or 
leopard's skin." [Abu Dawud] 
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Commentary: This Hadith prohibits Muslim men from using fur and the leopard's 

hide . In fact the non-Muslim contemporaries of the Prophet ~ used to wear them. 

Since, they had an epicurean lifestyle, unconcerned about the Hereafter, the Muslims 

were dissuaded from emulating their example. The motive behind the ban by 
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Messenger of Allah ~ was to help believers in acquiring a sense of Taqwa 

(consciousness of Allah/fear of Allah). As for pure silk, Muslim men are totally 

disallowed to use it. Even the saddle-cloth must not be of silk. The same rule applies to 

any usable thing made from the leopard's hide because it is expressive of arrogance 

and also bears resemblance to the non-Muslim way of life. 

812. Abul-Malih on the authority of ,~f ./ ,& 1 ~i :.; :, - A\ 'I' 
his father reported: Messenger of 
Allah ~ prohibited the use of the 
skins of wild animals. [Abu Dilwud, At­

Tirmidhf and An-Nasa'f] 

Another narration in At-Tirmidhf is: 
Messenger of Allah ~ forbade the use 
of the skins of wild animals in making 
Firash (i.e., something to sit on or lie 
down on, such as cushions, pillows, 
covers, spreads, saddles, etc.). 
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Commentary: The Messenger of Allah ~ has forbidden the use of hide of wild beasts. 

Explaining the ban by Messenger of Allah ~ , some say that even the tanning process 

cann9t wipe out hair from a beast's hide. As a result it retains some impurity. Others 

think that the prohibitive order is related only to the untanned hides and is inapplicable 

to the tanned ones. This opinion also goes since such hides are used by extravagant and 

arrogant people, and its use by Muslims may hold them analogous to the former. But 

Imam Ash-Shaukani is of the view that the hides of beasts, whether tanned or untanned, 

must not be used. We also have in view the saying of Messenger of Allah ~ : "Tanning 

purifies every hide ." Yet, in the light of the current Hadith it will be considered as 

specific. The hides of beasts will remain unclean and unusable in all circumstances. 

CHAPTER 125 

SUPPLICATION AT THE TIME 

OF WEARING NEW DRESS 

OR SHOES 

~ 11l J~ I,.. ~4 -\ '(o 

l.'.l.-l> L.;: 
. , . ·-" 

813. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri =.ti ~ ) ~ J ~Jj_;J \ ~ ~ i ./ - A \f 
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reported: When Messenger of Allah ~ 
wore a new garment, he would name it. 
For instance, a turban or shirt or cloak 
and would supplicate: ''Allahumma 

lakal-hamdu, Anta kasautanihi, 

as'aluka khairahu wa khaira ma suni'a 

lahu, wa a 'udhu bika min sharrihi wa 

sharri ma suni 'a lahu ( 0 Allah, all the 
praise is for You that You have given it 
to me to put on. I ask You its goodness 
and the goodness of the purpose for 
which it was made, and I seek Your 
Protection from its evil and the evil of 
the purpose for which it was made)." 
[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhf] 
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Commentary: This Hadith tells us that we should recite the invocation taught by 

Messenger · of Allah ~ on wearing a new dress. Imam An-Nawawi argues that on 

wearing a new pair of shoes or something like that one should also recite this prayer. 

CHAPTER 126 

EXCELLENCE OF STARTING 

FROM THE RIGHT SIDE FIRST 

WHILE WEARING A DRESS 

(OR A PAIR OF SHOES) 

(Ahadith concerning this chapter has 
already been narrated. See chapter 99) 
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4. THE BOOK OF THE ETIQUETTE OF SLEEPING 

4. THE BOOK OF THE 

ETIQUETTE OF SLEEPING, 

LYING AND SITTING ETC. 

CHAPTER 127 

WHAT IS TO BE SAID AT THE 

TIME OF SLEEPING 

814. Al-Bara' bin 'Azib ~ ..iii ~J 

reported: Whenever Messenger of Allah 

:i! went to bed, he would lie down on his 

right side and recite: ''Allahumma aslam­

tu nafsi ilaika, wa wajjahtu wajhi ilaika, wa 

fawwadtu amri ilaika, wa 'alja'tu zahri 

ilaika, raghbatan wa rahbatan ilaika, la 

malja'a wa la manja ilia ilaika. Amantu 

bikitabikal-ladhi anzalta, wa nabiyyikal­

ladhi arsalta [O Allah! I have submitted 

myself to You, I have turned my face to 

You, committed my affairs to You, and 

depend on You for protection out of 

desire for You and out of fear of You 

( expecting Your reward and fearing Your 

punishment). There is no refuge and no 

place of safety from You but with You. I 

believed in the Book You have rfWealed, 

and in the Prophet You have sent (i.e., 

Muhammad :i!).]" [Al-Bukhari] 

f> ¥1 ~l.ll ~~ - t 

~lj .l~lj t~~lj 

u••.t1 -~ ... 1-t1 _iJJ" :j ~ j 

..iii ~ 1 ';'j~ J. ~1;J1 :f -A\ t 
,,, , ,,, ,... I.~; ~ .&1 J_?~ 0lS : Jli 1;-¾'.,_ 

~ ~ rG ~1~ ~l LSJi 
~1 ~I)) :JI,; ~ -~½1 

-~l ~J ,:~JJ -~l ~ 
j, z 0-t ,... ,... 't J Cl ,... 

0 W 1J -~l LS_; 1 ~~J , . , 

0 , 

. l?-:'~I ol_,.J ((~ ~i 

Commentary: Before going to bed, a believer revives his commitment to Faith, Islam and 

Allah by reciting this prayer of Messenger of Allah ~ -Through this practice, every night he is 

able to remember Allah and His Commandments amidst the activities of the day time. 
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815. Al-Bara' bin 'P.zib 4&- .ii i ~) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
directed me thus: "Whenever you go 
to bed, perform Wudu' as you do for 
Sa/fit then (before sleeping) recite: 'O 
Allah! I have submitted myself to You, 
I have turned myself to You, com­
mitted my affairs to You and sought 
Your refuge for protection out of 
desire for You and fear of You 
( expecting Your reward and fearing 
Your punishment). There is no refuge 
and no place of safety from You but 
with You. I believe in the Book You 
have revealed and in the Prophet (~ ) 
You have sent."' Messenger of Allah 

~ added: "If anyone recites these 
words and dies during the night, he 
will die on the true Deen, and if

1
he 

remains alive till the morning, he will 

obtain good. And make this supplica-
tion your last words (before sleeping)." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

816. '.Ai.shah~ .iii~ J reported: The 
Prophet ~ used to offer eleven Rak'ah 

of optional Salat (prayers) in the latter 

part of night. When it was about dawn, 
he would offer two short Rak'ah and 
then would lie down on his right side till , 
the Mu 'adhdhin ( one who calls for 
prayer) would come to inform him that 
the congregation had gathered (for 
prayer). [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

.ii i J_?J J Jt; : Jt; ~ 3 -A\ o 

\ \ ,.; ; I , ,_ 0 •• , , , ,,ti I; I .;,,iz 
""° .r ~ ..::.,_.;; .:l / : ~ 

,., ,., 0 ,.,. J- ,., J, 

~ ~\ ~ -§~ !J.:_,...,;,J 
,,,,,, 0 J, 

~~J (( ... jjJ 

c; ~T ~1311 

~ -.iJ I ~ J ~~ ~J -A\"\ 

~ µ ~ ~\ 0l5 :-:.fo 

21 b~ '~) i~ 0b-l ~\ 
_,,, ,.., ,., 

~ -~ 
J;_ ~½\ 

~))..;, ~\ 

~J;-~1 

Commentary: This Hadfth throws light on the Prophet 's night prayers (TahajJ,ud) , 

that is, it comprised thirteen Rak'ah including three Rak'ah of Witr. It is also reported 

inAl-Bukhfui on the authority of 'A.ishah Lp ,uil ~ .; that Messenger of Allah ~ would 
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always perform thirteen Rak'ah in the Tahajjud prayer. This Hadith further tells us that 

after his midnight prayer, the Prophet ~ would perform two Rak'ah of Sunnah (i.e., 

after the Adhiin of Fajr prayer) and then lie down on his right side. This practice of 

Messenger of Allah ~ is an established fact. 

817. Hudhaifah -:.s- .& 1 ~ J reported: 
Whenever the Prophet ~ lay down for 
sleep at night, he would place his 
(right) hand under his (right) cheek 
and supplicate: "Bismika Allahumma 

amutu wa ahya [O Allah, with Your 
Name will I die and live (wake up)]." 
And when he woke up, he would 
supplicate: "Al-hamdu lillahil-ladhf 

ahyana ba 'da ma amatana, wa ilaihin­

nushur (All praise is due to Allah, Who 
has brought us back to life after He has 

caused us to die, and to Him is the 
return)." [Al-Bukhari] 

J.o ,,,, ,, .J 

ci 4ll l ~ 'j ~i,.. :}-3 -A \V 

l;.1 bl ~ ~;': 11 ~LS :JLl 

~ ~~ 2-' ~\ ~ ~ 
,... ..... ";;; , , / , 
~l, ~;\\\)) :J _, ., ,o...l>­, ; r- ~ r-' 
: Ji.; l;~:>,1 l~l-' ((t;;-\_, ..:., ;1 

,... t ;;, J. 0 

~ ~ Gt;;-\ '-?+JI 411 ~\II 
,, " , J !, ,... ,, -;: 

· L;? -3 W I ;13'j ((.Jpl flµ 8~1 

Commentary: In this prayer of Messenger of Allah ~ the state of sleep is 

associated with death, while the state of being awake is associated with life. 

Furthermore, it conjures up the vision of Doomsday. However, to recite these prayers 

prior to going to sleep and on getting up was the practice of Messenger of Allah ~ -

818. Ya'ish bin Tikhfah Al-Ghifari ·•' li..J1 ~ · ' , '. ,, -A ,A l? -3 , , c.r. ~ if J 

-:.s- <il l ~ J reported: My father said: I ~\ G.' : ..5-_ :\ Ji.; : Jli ci- .&I ~ 'j 
was lying down on my belly in the . 
mosque when someone shook me with 
his foot and said, "Lying down this way 
is disapproved by Allah." I looked up 
and saw that it was Messenger of Allah 

~ - [Abu Dawud] 

1~1 -L 1;: ~1 · ~.,..L, ::,~ ,. ~ ~ , ; c-1 c-· 
· ' ': \ ·. J' 1 : ~ . 1 ' • <" " "1 ~ , ~~ u/ ....... ~ !:. ~ .r<-:. i.r- .J 

Commentary: To sleep in prone position is extremely repugnant and Messenger of 

Allah ~ has forbidden it. 
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819. Abu Hurairah .....:....J- .:ii i ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whoever sits in a place where he does 
not remember Allah __,J t.,.;, he will suffer 
loss and incur displeasure of Allah; 
and whoever lies down ( to sleep) in a 
place where he does not remember 
Allah, he will suffer sorrow and incur 
displeasure of Allah." 

[Abu Diiwud] 

~ .&1 ~ ) •.r-_; c1;f ~ J - A\ 4i 

1:1;i: .:i_j ~)) :J t.; ~ .&I ~Y J ~ 
,... ,... ,... ,... ,,, J O ,... 

: ~ -.:.,.;lS ,w JI_;_; 41 <X O 

I ,:..r: ,_ ,_, -r - r 

~~Ii-' .t~ Jt;3 41 
.,.. ,... ,,,. ,,, ,,. JO ,,, 

· ~ -.:.,.;ts ,w JI_;_; 41 ' <X ~ r:..r'; , _ ,., ..r' -

Commentary: In the light of this Hadith , remembrance of Allah is commendable 

everywhere. Indifference to it doubtless incurs Divine wrath. 

CHAPTER 128 

MANNERS OF LYING DOWN 

ON ONE'S BACK AND PLACING 

ONE LEG UPON THE OTHER 

820. 'Abdullah bin Zaid ~ 4 1 ._,..;,J 
reported: I saw Messenger of Allah ~ 
lying down on his back in the mosque, 
placing one leg on the other. 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

821. Jabir bin Samurah ~ 4 1 ._,..;,J 
reported: After the Fajr (dawn) prayer 
the Prophet ~ used to sit crossed 
legged in the same place in which he 
had prayed till the sun shone brightly. 
[Abu Diiwud] 

1;. .. W.:.:..~I ·1 , ..:,1.. -\YA ~ , J,7": • . 

1;. . 0 1..:.. •11 .:i,;.t • lilll 
~ ~.J" ..s ~ C;:PJJ 

.J~I ~ t3 tit .,s)-~1 

t;:;-.J ~? ~y-All jly;J o.;_,...}I 

:WI '-f°"'J ~_j .:_r. .&i+;i ~ - AY • 

~ 41 J~ J (.> \_; ~f ~ 
:i;.1 01' -~1 · J";\;' ~ (.> ~ , J ,; <-I 

,, o t -- ,,, 
. ...Ji '··-. '· ~1 1;::~ . ~ '-5? ~ ,. . l 

.&1 ~ J ~;_.:, :Jt .Ji~ ~J -AY \ 

j ,_ 111 ~ t 71\ ~lS :J t.; ~ ~ ;, ~~ '-E; 
J o ,... ,,, .,,. ,,, ,..- o 

:lb::, ~ · ,., _ , :_ :1 1 c- ~ ,, , . <-I (:;J' . ..r.-""' 

; 1}) '~ 2,~ . .:t:.:.;.. :.., : ~li 
, , 

- ~ ~L,~ o..,,j-J .)J I; ; i 
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Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that it is commendable to stay in the mosque 

after offering Fajr prayer with the congregation until sunrise. It also commends sitting 

cross-legged. 

822. lbn 'Umar 1 , 1 · ,_ .iii ~ J 

reported: I saw Messenger of Allah 
~ sitting in the compound of the Holy 
Ka'bah, with the thighs against the 

stomach and arms around his legs. [A/­
Bukhari] 

823. Qailah bint Makhramah .ii i ~ J 

l.p- reported: I saw the Prophet ~ 
seated with his arms enfolding his legs; 
and when I saw him in such a state of 
humble guise I trembled with fear due 
to the awe (he showed in that posture). 
[At-Tirmidht] 

824. Ash-Sharid bin Suwaid .ii i ~ J 

.:.s- reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
passed by me when I was sitting with 

my left hand behind my back and 
leaning on my palm. On seeing me in 
this posture he said, "Do you sit like 
those upon whom the Wrath of Allah 
has descended?" [Abu Dawud] 

~ .&1 JyJ ~c : Jt; 

..::..W," . \.i.0, ~ ~ I JJ -· , . 

, ,. 
· l,?.,;L.;.,Ji 

..iii ~ ) L).; ~ il_;i :.F, - A Yr 

),.; ~ ~1 ~c :-.:.Jl; ~ 
.,, ., t .,, ,,.,., ., ,o ,, ,., 
JyJ ~\) w_; ,;L,a.;~\ ~\j 

.....:...W1 . 2:-~:~=i1 ~I~ ,ili\ 
, ~ ~ ~ , 
'~Jb _;f ~IJJ . ~).ii ~ ..S~_:,1 

. J~:,j1., 
..iii ~ J -;½r- </.-½)JI ✓-' - A yt 

t_;\j ~ .&I JyJ ~ ~ : Jt; ~ 

(s-½ ~J .'.L;_; ,\~ ~~ 
,t-~, ' , . , 0 

-.::..,l.S:.;\J "'-5R --.i..G:- (.>~I . , 

,., ., 0 0 

(( ! ~rf lc ';' ~ I 

·r ~c.:.~ 

Commentary: The Jews and Christians are the people upon whom came the Wrath 

of Allah. Muslims have been stopped from copying their example. But unfortunately 

they now take a pride in imitating them in every matter and think it necessary for 

worldly progress. 
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CHAPTER 129 

ETIQUETTE OF ATTENDING 

COMPANY AND SITTING 

WITH COMPANIONS 

825. lbn 'Umar 1 , g .. .&1 ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Do not ask someone to give up his 

seat in order to take it, but make 

accommodation wide and sit at ease." 

It was lbn 'Umar's habit that if a 

person left his seat for him, he would 

not take it. 

[Al-Bukhfui and Muslim] 

1~11 
~ .J 

Commentary: Herein, we are told that the space of meeting should be wide enough 

to accommodate every participant. None should feel the space problem. Good 

manners disallow a newcomer to get a seat vacated for himself by force, no matter if 

the occupant is an inferior. Yet, there is nothing undesirable if the latter willingly 

vacates the seat for a superior. Ibn 'Umar ~ .&1 -,,-:,J would never agree to availing 

even a willing offer in this respect. Obviously extreme Taqwfi (fear of Allah) and moral 

scruples lay behind his reluctance to take the place of somebody else. Yet, there are a 

few exceptions in this regard. For example, if somebody sits in the chair of his teacher, 

he may be asked to leave it. Also if a man has fixed place in the market to sell his 

goods, another person will not be justified in occupying it forcibly. 

826. Abu Hurairah ....:,_., .& 1 ~J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"If someone leaves his seat (for one 

reason or another) and returns to it, he 

is better entitled to it." [Muslim] 

827. Jabir bin Samurah 4<- .:ill ._,,.;,J 
reported: Whenever we came to the 

gathering of the Prophet, we would sit 

down at the end (of the assembly). 

~ ..iii ~J ~.r-_; ~i :_;.:_, - An 

fLl 1~p) :JG ~ .&1 Jy) ~f 
,,, ,,, , , , : 

- ,,_:j\ , , , - • - 1:__: '. :S.b-i 
,. , (:- J ('"' ~ ~ ' 

. r' ;\JJ II~ _;;-f ~ 
.&I ~J ~;_:. c/ ~~ :_;.3 -A'YV 

·* ~\ ~f l~l \S : Jij 1;~:c. 

;f ~\J) -~ J_:_;_ ~~f ~ 
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[Abu Dawud] 

Commentary: This Hadith throws light on social etiquette. Suppose, if somebody 

comes to participate in a meeting, he should not behave in a rustic manner by crossing 

over the heads of the sitting people . Nor should he attempt to forcibly put himself in 

the place of another person. 

828. Salman Al-Farisi .,;...,, .:ii i cr".J 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"If a man takes a bath on Friday, 

purifies himself thoroughly, uses oil 

and perfume which is available in the 

house, sets forth for the mosque, does 

not (forcibly) sit between two persons, 

offers the prayer that is prescribed for 

him and listens to the Imam silently, 

his sins between this Friday and the 

previous Friday will be forgiven. " 

[Al-Bukhari] 

J , , 

J_,..:J JL; :J~ ~ ,<l)\ ~ ) ~ /-Ji 
, . , j;- ' iY .J µ 'in :~ .&1 
. t_ Lb.:.:. I ~ ~ ~gb:!J ,~1 

, J 

~ ~~) 'R 

Commentary: This Hadith highlights eight points. First, to take a bath on Friday is a 

matter of commendation. Some say this bath is commendable, while others think it is 

necessary. Second, one should take it in the morning or before going to the mosque to 

offer prayer. Third, on this occasion the use of perfume or hair-cream is preferable. 

Fourth, there is a mention of good manners. Instead of crossing over the heads of 

worshippers, one should try to locate an open space and sit there. To thrust oneself 

between two sitting persons looks awkward. Fifth, entry into the mosque should be 

followed by the performance of two Rak 'ah prayer, even if the Imam is delivering 

Khutbah (religious talk). Sixth, an attempt should be made to offer voluntary prayer 

before the Khutbah . Seventh, complete silence should be observed during the Khutbah 

to the point that one is not allowed to say to the other person: "Keep silent," if one 

does not want to loose reward. Eighth, if a man offers his Friday prayer by observing 

the said conditions and prerequisites, his week-long sins will be forgiven by Allah. But 

these are exclusively minor sins including fa ilure in doing one's duty to Allah. As 
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regards major sins, the sinner will not be forgiven by Allah unless he sincerely repents 

from the sins. Similarly, a man's failure to do his duties towards his fellow-Muslim 

brothers or sisters, in case he has wronged them in anyway, will not be pardoned unless 

he is forgiven by them. 

829. 'Amr bin Shu'aib on the author­
ity of his father and grandfather 
reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"It is not permissible for a person to sit 
between two people without their 
permission." [At-Tinnidhf] 

> 

-: :: ;, c.r. Jr :;. :, -A Y 4-

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that a man is forbidden to push himself between 

two sitting persons unless they themselves allow him to do that. 

830. Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman ~ J 

~ ..ii i reported: Whosoever takes seat 
in the midst of an assembly has been 

cursed by Messenger of Allah ~ The 
Messenger of Allah curses the one who 
sits in the middle of people's circle. 
[Abu Dawud] 

, . , 0ci1 · ~~ '. ~~ -M'• 
~ J , • </, . V _, 

~ ~ * 4iJI J_?J 01 ~ .&I 

.)Jb ;t ;1:,:; . w;J1 1-.:,_:; ~ 

-~::c.:.h 
~~: -. .'i'_ J, \·1 . 

..,_,._, / ...-;>- V : ~'-ii .:;. ~~_?I c>.!.JJ 

J;. ~;L : ~.i;. J~ '~ 1..:.:, 

<?~ J;. .ti~ : Jf '~ ~ <?~ 

.~ \ 1..:.:, ~ ~ - ~ ~ 

. ~ ~ ~~ : ~~?I J\.i 

Commentary: Herein, we are also told that a man must not push himself into 'the 

circles of some sitting people as this shows no consideration for their feelings. A 

Muslim should not intrude on other people's personal affairs. 
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831. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri ~ .iii ~J 

reported: I heard Messenger of Allah 
~ saying "The best assemblies are 
those in which people make room for 

one another." [Abu Dawud] 

:.ri'1 L?l.:JJ1 ~ ) ~J -A"'' 
~ 41 Jy) ~ :Jli ~ .&1 

. (( ~_,i ~t.;..J1 ~)) : J.,¾ 

~~ .fa- -~ ~(.:,~ .:>JI; ;t ;1:,1 

·L?J~I 

Commentary: This Hadfth tells us that the closely-sitting people have a feeling of 

narrowness and suffocation. On the other hand, in a well-spaced meeting, one has a 

feeling of relief and comfort. The Hadfth urges us to spread out in assemblies and 

make room for one another to the comfort of everyone. 

832. Abu Hurairah 4..:...J, ..iii ~; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"Whoever sits in a gathering and 
indulges in useless talk and before 
getting up supplicates: 'Subhanaka 

Allahumma wa bihamdika, ash-hadu 

an la ilaha illa Anta, astaghfiruka wa 

atubu ilaika (0 Allah, You are free 
from every imperfection; praise be to 
You. I testify that there is no true god 
except You; I ask Your Pardon and 
turn to You in repentance),' he will be 
forgiven for (the sins he may have 
intentionally or unintentionally com­
mitted) in that assembly." [At-Timiidhf] 

~i :4-~I .. i:l~_:; ~\ ~~ 
'!i, .iJ••'. ' ,i ,:i ~\ J1 -j 

'--:"Y J ~ ,-.:...., " " 

~ ~8 ~ J ~ ~l -~l 

, 
-~:,.:.;...::..,~ 

Commentary: A senseless, boisterous talk, not related to the life to come, is 

unprofitable and warrants deprecation. But since it is a small sin, it may be pardoned if 

one sincerely repents of it. Yet, it cannot be classified under the head of major sins 

and human-right violations which are unpardonable. Scholars unanimously agree that 

those sins which can be forgiven upon sincerely reciting the above-mentioned 

supplication are minor sins which relate to the violation of Allah's Rights, as 

evidenced by other Ahadfth. 
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833. Abu Barzah = .ii I cf"' J reported: 

Towards the end of his life, Messenger 

of Allah ~ would supplicate before 

leaving an assembly thus: "Subhiinaka 

Alliihumma wii bihamdika, ash-hadu an 

Iii iliiha illii Anta, astaghfiruka wa atubu 

ilaika (0 Allah, You are free from 

every imperfection; all praise is for 

You. I testify that there is no true god 

except You, I ask Your forgiveness and 

turn to You in repentance)." A man 

once said to him: "O Messenger of 

Allah! You have spoken such words as 

you have never uttered before." He 

said, "It is an expiation of that which 

goes on in the assembly." [Abu Diiwud] 

-:r i~ 

~ I ~ ~ll :~\ 

Jili ((~l 
, J ,.. .... .;:; 

J_,.B ~ l 
~ '. , ~ j ~: ': '.5 L,;; ~ oj 
~ ., y., .T 

J 0~ ~ t)LlS ~in : Jli 

·-'Ji; ;f ~\JJ ((~\ 

Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~ would recite this supplication at the end of 

every assembly to teach his Ummah how to gain more rewards and to beseech Allah to 

forgive the lapses which they might have inadvertently committed during the course of 

a general conversation. There is no indication in the Hadfth that he himself used to 

engage in idle talk while he was with his Companions. 

834. Ibn 'Umar t....p. ..iii '-f"'J reported: 

Messenger of Allah ~ seldom left a 

gathering without supplicating in these 

terms: "Altahumma-qsim lanii min kha­

shyatika mii tahulu bihi bainanii wa 

baina ma 'sika, wa min tii 'atika mii 

tuballighunii bihi jannataka, wa minal­

yaqini mii tuhawwinu 'alainii masii­

'ibiid-dunyii. Alliihumma matti'nii bias­

mii 'ina, wa absiirinii, wa quwwatinii mii 

ahyaitanii, waj'alhul-wiiritha minnii, 

waj'al tharanii 'ala man zalamanii, 

y ..iii ~_:; _;i- 0;1 JJ - AY"t 
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r ~ ~ .t1 JrJ c:.il5 w; : Jl_; 
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wansuma 'ala man 'adana, wa la taj'al 

musibatana ft dfnina, wa la taj'alid­

dunya akbara hammina, wa la mabla­

gha 'ilmina, wa la tusallit 'alaina man-la 

yarhamuna, (0 Allah, apportion to us 

such fear as should serve as a barrier 

between us and acts of disobedience; 

and such obedience as will take us to 

Your Jannah; and such as will make 

easy for us to bear in the calamities of 

this world. 0 Allah! let us enjoy our 

hearing, our sight and our power as 

long as You keep us alive and make our 

heirs from our own offspring, and make 

our revenge restricted to those who 

oppress us, and support us against those 

who are hostile to us let no misfortune 

afflict our Deen; let not worldly affairs 

be our principal concern, or the 

ultimate limit of our knowledge, and 

let not those rule over us who do not 

show mercy to us) ." [At-Tinnidhi] 

, ~ ._S ::'1)1 ~\) , 1:: , , ;.\ 
,, , , g, • 

, CJ1, :; ~ LJ~ ~\3 
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Commentary: This Hadfth reveals a prayer through which we may be able to reach 

all that which is good in this world as well as in the Hereafter. 

835. Abu Hurairah ~ ..t 1 ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah -:@; said, 

"Those people who leave a gathering 

in which they have not remembered 

Allah, will conclude it as if it has foul 

odour similar to that of a rotten 

carcass of a donkey. And it will be a 

cause of grief to them." [Abu Dawud] 

, > • 

<JJ?~ 

~.:; 

. ~ ~c.:.h ~3 1_; ;\ ~1.,:; 

Commentary: Messenger of Allah ~ has warned us against refraining from the 

remembrance of Allah because most of the heart diseases are caused by this indifference, 
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and because most of the sins are committed as a result of this indifference. 

836. Abu Hurairah ~ .iii ~ ) ~ll :Jli ~ ~I .j ~ 3 -Ar'i 
reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"Whenever a group of people sit in a 
gathering in which they do not 
remember Allah the Exalted, nor 
supplicate to elevate the rank of their 
Prophet, such a gathering will be a 
cause of grief to them. If Allah wills, 
He will punish them, and if He wills 
He will forgive them." 

[At-Tinnidhf] 

.&1 
J ' 

r3 ~ .J-0:: 1/,S-½ i~ ~ 
~-: t /, J~ ' _fa 1µ r-t-::' '"--' 

;13_:; ((~ p ~G ~µ -~ii 
. Zr-> J_,_;;. : J1,;.J l.?.i.. )1 

Commentary: Any meeting where Allah J>-J / is not glorified and praised and His 

blessings are not invoked to elevate the rank of His Prophet ~ , will cause grief and 

punishment to the participants in the Hereafter. 

837. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ ) 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"If anyone sits in a gathering where he 
does not remember Allah, he will bring 
grief upon himself ( on the Day of 
Resurrection), and he who lies down in 
a place where he does not remember 
Allah, will bring grief upon himself ( on 
the Day of Resurrection) ." [Abu 
Dawud] 

J~ .&1 f1'. ~ 1'i;;: Ll ~)) 

~-' -~; .&1 ~ ~ ~lS ~ 
.,, ,.,. , 0 ,... 0 ,... 

J~ .&1 .?-½ ~ ~ ~I 

'f ;1,, ((~ -- .&1 : ~ ~lS 4.--' Y. )J J:, ~ ,. , _, 

Commentary: To sum up what has gone in the Ahadfth of this chapter, man should 

remember Allah on all occasions. This will establish and cement his bond with Allah, 

keeping heedlessness away from his heart and mind. It is heedlessness which prompts 

man to transgress Divine rules and limits, whereas the remembrance of Allah prevents 

him from indulging in backbiting and passing slanderous remarks against people in 

their absence or reproaching and belittling someone at a meeting. Unfortunately, such 

petty· and negative out-pourings are relished at chat sessions in our society. This 

generates grudge, ill will and hostility in hearts and splits up social cohesion and 

Islamic solidarity. Every Muslim should, therefore, take care to avoid such gatherings. 
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CHAPfER 130 

VISIONS IN DREAMS AND 

MATTERS RELATING TO THEM 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And among His Signs is your sleep 
by night and by day." (30:23) 

838. Abu Hurairah ~ .ii i ~ _; 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 

"All that is left from Prophethood is 
the glad tidings." He was asked what 

the glad tidings were, and he said, 

"The good dream." [Al-Bukhari] 

-1/>1/./ / / ,:i._ , 
_,.....l,;,..,t .~I., [rJT : Jt;; .iii Jli 

. ['\"I" : i J]I] ~~QG JJ~ 
~ ..ii i ~ 'j o}.}, ~ \ 0<, - A'f'A 

:J~ ~ .&1 J_?J ~ :Jli 

11 .S1~ ~-~i1 '11 . ~"'.I\ : ,_, ~ In 
~ , .r.-' ~ ~ r 
,, J , 

: JLl ~ .SI~\ G_:, : lr1u 

. t;J1 ;1 -- 11k.J~\ \Si ~I\Jl (? j . JJ , .J J' 

Commentary: Dreams are both pleasant and unpleasant or nightmarish. Sometimes a 

dream is based on truth and foreshadows a coming event. The significance of such a 

dream is realised at a moment when our vision flows into a real occurrepce. Coming to 

the meaning of this Hadith, since the institution of Prophethood is abolished, Revelation 

too cannot descend upon anybody. Yet, one Prophetic vestige still exists and that means a 

prophetic dream about some future event. It may be with a good or bad omen, though 
' this Hadith brings into focus dreams with good tidings alone. 

839. Ab_f1 Hurairah ~ .iii ~ .; 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, 
"When the time draws near (i.e., near 

the end of the world), the dream of a 
beliewr can hardly be false; and the 

dream of a believer represents one 
part from forty-six parts of Prophet­

hood. " 
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

One narration says: Messenger of 

Allah ~ said, "The most truthful of 

you in their speech are those who see 

the truest visions." 
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Commentary: According to the saying of Messenger of Allah ~ , in the last phase of 

this world, true believers will see dreams in which Allah will show them certain facts. 

Al-Muhallab said: The visions of the Prophets are true and those of the believers are 

mostly true because Satan does not overtake their hearts. As for the dreams of the 

disbelievers and the disobedient Muslims, they are mostly untrue because Satan has 

overtaken their hearts. 

840. Abu Hurairah ......:.___., .w l ~ J 

reported: Messenger of Allah ~ said, 
"He who sees me in his dream will see 

me in his wakefulness ( or he ~ may 
have said it is as though he has seen me 
in a state of wakefulness), for Satan 
does not appear in my form." [A/­
Bukhari and Muslim ] 

:~ .&1 JyJ Jt.; :J t.; ~ 3 - At• 

· ·1 ,,,: ci1 · ·T' : ' 11 
~ ½f _r.-J ,i ~ --/, J if 

;;l;;-1 1 · ·T' t.Jts '1 --i ;;l;;-1 1 , - ~ --j,J J , -
J. .,,. ;;; J, ;;; ,., 

~ . II~ 0 ~ I ~ ~ -

Commentary: Two things are reported in this Hadith . The narrator forgets which of 

the two has been uttered by Messenger of Allah ~ - If it is the first, it means that a 

believer who saw Messenger of Allah ~ in a dream would also see him on the Day of 

Resurrection. In a sense it verifies the veracity of the believer. In the case of the 

second, the sense is clear. Yet, Satan may also appear in a believer's dream under a 

saintly guise and put him into delusion that he has seen Messenger of Allah ~- Every 

Muslim, therefore, is required to know the identity and features of Messenger of Allah 

~ so that Satan may not deceive him. 

841. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri -:.s- .& 1 ~ ) 

reported: I heard the Prophet ~ 
saying, "When one of you sees a 
dream that he likes, then it is from 
Allah. He should praise Allah for it 
and relate it to (others)." 

Another narration adds: Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "He should not report 
it except to those whom he loves. And 
if 4$ sees one which he dislikes, then it 
is from the Satan. He should seek 
refuge in Allah against its evil and 
should not mention it to anyone. Then 

~ ) ~ -:'W 1 ..L...::. ~f :_fj -At\ 
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it will not harm him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] ~ .j 
, , 

~J '~ ~ :r Y' 
, , a 

'-?;l :r 0~ Y' l.:;µ ~ ~~ 

Commentary: There are clear instructions from Messenger of Allah ~ about both 

good and bad dreams. A good dream means a good news sent by Allah to a person 

who has seen it. It should be related only to those who are close to his heart and not to 

such people who may start nourishing malice against him like the brothers of Prophet 

Yusuf (Joseph). A bad dream should be attributed to Satan and not be described to 

others because it often causes one to be pessimistic and it may be taken as a bad omen, 

which is not allowed in Islam. Rather, a man should seek Allah's Refuge against its 

evil. And if he puts faith in Allah, no harm will come to him. 

842. Abu Qatadah ~ .ii i ~J 

reported: The Prophet ~ said, "A 
good vision (dream) is from Allah and 
a bad dream is from the Satan. He who 
sees something in a dream that he 
dislikes, should blow thrice on his left, 
must seek Allah's Refuge from the evil 
of the Satan (i.e., by saying: A 'udhu 

billahi minash-Shaitanir-Rajim ). Then 
it will not harm him." 

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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Commentary: As mentioned in the preceding Hadith, there are good dreams and 

bad dreams. This Hadith shows us what to do in order to avoid the evil of Satan who 

cannot harm anyone except by Allah's leave. 

843. Jabir ~ .ii I ._,,--;, J reported: 
Messenger of Allah ~ said, "When 
one bf you sees a bad dream let him 
blow three times on his left, seek 
refuge in Allah from the Satan three 
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times (i.e., by saying: A 'Ctdhu billahi 

minash-Shaitanir-Rajim) and change 
the side on which he was lying." 

[Muslim] 

Commentary: This Hadfth makes an addition to the preceding ones, that is, on 

seeing a bad dream, one should change his side. If he is lying on his right side, he 

should turn to the left, and vice versa. By this precaution Allah will turn a bad dream 

into a good one by His leave. 

844. Wathilah bin Al-Asqa' .iii ~ .) 

=- reported: Messenger of Allah ~ 
said, "Of the worst lies are: to claim a 
false father, or to pretend to have seen 
what one has not seen (tell a false 
dream), or to attribute to the Messen­

ger of Allah (~ ) what he has not said." 
[Al-Bukhari] 

Commentary: To disown one's father and attribute fatherhood to somebody else is 

a major sin, because apart from causing doubts and confusion in people's minds about 

one's blood, descent and character, this will give rise to social, moral and psychological 

problems as well. And of the same serious nature is the case where fabricated sayings 

and acts are attributed to the Messenger of Allah ~- Unfortunately, some unwary 

'Ulama', particularly the story-telling preachers, frequently indulge in uttering 

fabricated Ahadfth. The warning equally holds good in case a man narrates a Hadith 

of a weak chain of transmission without pointing to its category. One should, 

therefore, refrain from recounting all Ahadith of such a category. 

There are always some so-called 'Ulama:, ambitious of social distinction and fame, 

who have made tall claims on the basis of their dreams. They are audacious enough to 

claim that they unceremoniously see the Prophet ~ and receive instructions from him. 

There also exist certain misguided people who justify their fantastic views on the basis 

of their dreams and repudiate the rightly-establisHed beliefs and precepts. All this is 

baseless and nonsensical. Dreams cannot be made the touchstone of verifying what is 

lawful or unlawful, or what is true or untrue. What we need indeed are the tangible 

arguments of the Shari'ah. 
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